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READER. 


REFACES, methinks, are ſo 
much like the Printed Bills 

| paſted upon the Booths in Bar- 
tholomew-Fair, to give an Account of 
the Entertainment you are to expect 
within ; that were it notin pure Com- 
pliance to Cuſtom one would forſweas 
writing any. But the World is Hu- 
morous, and mult be ſervd according 
to its own Faſhion, Every Thing is 
damn'd that is not a-/a-mode. And he 
that publiſhes a Book, without civilly 
3s. ac- 


— 
* 


To the READER. 


accoſting the Reader at the Begin- 
ning, is thought to intrench upon 
good Manners, 

To prevent all theſe Inconvenien- 
ces, tis thought fit once more to ſay a 
Word or two, not in praiſe of this Vo- 
lume of Letters, (cen let it take its 
Fortune as the other Four have done) 
but by Way of Avology for ſome 
Things which may ſeem liable to 
Cenſure. 

Some perhaps will be offended at 
the Zeal which appears in this Arabi- 
an, when he writes in Honour of the 
Mabometan Faith, Others will as 
much wonder at his Looſeneſs and In- 


difference, his Doubtfulneſs of all 


Things : For in ſome of his Letters 


he appears a great Sceptick, and con- 


feſſes himſelf ſo. 
"Theſe Gentlemen ought to conſi- 
der, that his Style and Sentiments are 


** to the Quality of the Perſon to 
whom 


To the READER; 


whom he writes. To his intimate 
Friends he unboſoms himſelf with A- 
bundance of Frankneſs ; but when he 
addreſſes tothe Mufti, or other Gran- 
dees of the Porte, he is Cautious and 
Reſerved. 

It may be ſuppoſed that he under- 
ſtood himſelf very well, or elſe he was 
not fit for that Employment in Parts. 
And without doubt, having had his 
Education in the Seraglio, as he pro- 
feſſes, he was no Stranger to the Punc- 
tilio's of Addreſs uſed in the Turki/h 
Court, It was his Policy and Intereſt 
to appear a very devout Mahometan, 
when he wrote to the Miniſters of 
State: And 'tis poſſible he was ſo in 
reality, or at leaſt perſuaded himſelf 
ſo at certain Seaſons. And yet this 
hinders not, but he might at other 
Times take the Liberty to deſcant on 
ſome Abſurditiesin their Doctrines and 
Practice, when he wrote to his Fami- 

A 4 lars, 


To the READER. 


lars, and was minded to converſe with 
Freedom. 
If in ſome Points he ſeems to give 
Credit to the Arabian Writers, who 
have treated of Egypt and its Antiqui- 
tres; in others, he ſhews himſelf a Man 
not ver- fond of Fables and Romances. 
However, let his Opinions be what 
they will, and his Sentiments never ſo 
extravagant in Matters of Speculation 
and Controverſy, ſo long as his Moraſs 
are ſound and good, there's no Occaſion 
to be captious. We need not fear that a- 
ny Chriſtian, or any Man of Senſe will 
be proſelyted by his Letters, to a Reli- 
gion which he himſelf, tho' profeſſing 
it, yet ſo often doubts of, and ridicules. 
He ſpeaks very honourably of 
CHRIST, and impartially of Chri/t;- 
ans, accuſing their Vices rather than 
their Do&rines, and appearing all a- 
long a moderate Man in his Sentiments 


of Religion, and a Friend to Virtue 
| and 


Jo the READTR. 


and Reaſon, If he diſcovers ſome Fail- 
ings, in being too melancholy; con- 
fider, that he was a Mortal like other 
Men. However, Reader, admire his 
untainted Loyalty, and imitate it. 

Tou will find in this Volume true 
Hiftory, with Variety of ſolid Re- 
marks; and not a few Secrets of Car- 
dinal Mazarini and Oliver Cromwell 
uncabinetted: Particularly, that fa- 
mous Intrigue carried on by Colonel 
Spintelet and his Confederates, to fave 


Oſtend from being furpriz'd' by the 
French in the Year 1658, and to bub- 
ble two of the ableſt Stalgſmen in 


Europe. 

After all, aſſure thyſelf, that the 
next Volume will contain more Illuſtri- 
ous Relations than any that has gone 


before: Where you will hear of an End 
put to the War between France and 


Spain, after it had laſted Five and 
twenty Years; and the Marriage of 
| A 5 Lewis 
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To the REA DRR. 


Lewis XIV. with the Spaniſh Infanta; 
as alſo of an univerſal Peace in Chri- 


endom: The Reſtoration of Charles the 


Second to his Crown and Kingdoms, 
after twelve Years Exile in Foreign 
Countries, and twelve ſeveral Revolu- 
tions of Government” here at Home, 
With many other memorable and im- 
portant Events and Tranſactions in the 
World: As the dreadful Earthquake 
which overturn'd Part of the Pyrene- 
an Mountains ; the more deſtructive 
Plague which ſwept away almoſt a 
Hundred thouſand People in London; 
and the deplorable Fire which con- 
ſumed the greateſt Part of that fa- 
mous City, in the Space of three Days. 

You will there alſo find an Account 
of the Death of that great Miniſter of 
State, Cardinal Mazarini: Of the 
Duke of Orleance, Uncle to the 
French King: Of the Dutcheſs of Sa- 
voy : Of Carolus Igſepbus, the Empe- 
ror's 


To the READER. 


ror's Brother: Of the Duke of Ven- 
doſme: Of the Queen-Mother of 
France, and of Philip IV. King of 
Spain, with other Perſons of Princely 
Quality. 5 

For this Arabian was careful to 
tranſmit to the Ottoman Porte Intelli- 
gence of all Things which were moſt 
remarkable in Europe. And that his 
Letters might not ſeem tedious, he in- 
termix'd moral Reflections, with ſame 
Maxims of Policy, Eſſays of Reaſon, 
and now and then a Touchof Philoſo- 
phy: And if we may gueſsatthe Cauſe 
of his more abounding in theſe Kind 
of Miſcellany Diſcourſes after the Year 
i659, than he did before: It ſeems 
probable, that a General Peace about 
that Time being eſtabliſh'd in Europe, 
he had little elſe to write, but his Ob- 
ſervations on the ſeveral States and 
Courts of Chriſtian Princes, the diffe- 
rent Manners, Cuſtoms and Laws of 
People; the Councils and Intrigues of 

A 6 Stateſ- 
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To the READER. 
Stateſmen : With ſuch other Matters 
as occurred worthy of Notice, 

If either in this Volume, or in thoſe 
that are to come, he ſeems in any of 
his Letters to alter his Opinion, and 
contradict his former Sentiments; re- 
member *tis no more than what the 
greateſt Writers have done, who have 
lived to Old Age, as this Agent did. 
No body is ignorant of St. Auguſtine's 
Retractions, and Cornelius Aprippa's 
Vanity of Sciences: Wherein thoſe 
two great Authors run counter to all 


they had writ before, And 'twere 


eaſy to produce a hundred Inſtances 
beſides. 
In a Word, Reader, take in good 


Part the Tranſlator's Pains, who ren- 


ders Things as he found 'em, without 
altering or corrupting the Senſe of his 
Copy. Farewell. 
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LETTER I. 


Ahmut the Arabian, and vileſt of the 
Grand Seignior s Slaves, to the M yſte- 
rious Eſad, Arbitrator of doubtful 
Problems, Prince of the Muft”s. p. 1. 


He complains for want of fuller Inſtructions in ſeveral 


Caſes; and particularly defires his Connſel as to the 
Faſt of Ramezan. 


H. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna. 3 
Remarks on the Death of the Roman King: With 
lame curious Epitaphs. | 
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The TABLE. 


III. To Mahummed Hodgia, Venerable Eremite of 
the Cave replete with Wonders. P. 10 
Of Mahmut's [rfirmities : A remarkable Story of 
Clearchus, a devout Man in Aſia. ö 


IV. To the Kai macham. 16 
Of the Sieges 4 Stenay and Arras. A notable In- 
france of Gallantry in the Garriſon of Merdin. 


V. To Dgnet Oglou. | 19 
Mahmut acquaints him how he ſpends his Birth-day, 


ewith the Reflections on the uſual Vanity of Mortals 
at ſuch Times. 


VI. To the Seleftar Aga, or Sword-bearey to the 


Grand Seignior. 22 
Of the Surrender of Stenay, and the Relief of Arras. 
Remarks on the Signs which went before the King 


of the Romans Death. OF Queen Chriſtina's 
coming to Antwerp. 


VII. To Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 
Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 25 
He adviſes him to be frugal of Time, and not to 
ſpend it in Gaming. The Misfortune if a Chineſe 


Captain. 


VIII. To the Reis Efendi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire. 30 
He eæpoſtulates with him about Kiernan Baſſa OA 


Grudge, &C, 


IX. To the Venerable Mufti. 32 
Of the Pope's Sickneſs and laſt Will, A Character 
of his Siſter-in-law, Donna Olympia. Of the 

War between the Muſcovites and Polanders, OF 
the Grand Seignior's Lees by Sea. 


X. To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the Grand 
Seignior's Cuſtoms, 35 
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The TABLE, 


He informs him of the Arrival of his Mother Ouco* 
miche, and his Couſin Iſouf at Paris. 


XI. To Adonai, a Few, Priſoner in the Toxwer of 
Nona at Rome. p-· 40 

He reprehends his Immoralities for meddling with 
the Religion of the Romans. Teaches him à Re- 
ceipt to procure his Eſcape. 


XII. To Mehemet, once an Eunuch-Page in the 
Seraglio, but now an Exile in Egypt at Grand 
Caire. | 43 

Of the Lawfulneſs of Wine. A Diſpute between 
Noah and the Dewil about it. Of Joleph's Priſon; 
the Land of Alphion; the Story 'of Hagar, the 
Mother of Iſhmael, and other Matters, 


XIII. To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſe. 48 
Of the Pope's Death; and of the Ambition of the 
Roman Clergy. 


XIV. To the Kaimacham. 51 

He blames Kiſur Dramelec, Secretary of the Naza- 
rene ¶ Fairs, for not ſending him timely and good 
Intelligence. Of a violent Plague in Muſcovy. Of 
Egyptians or Gypſies, 


XV. To the ſame. 55 
Divers Opinions concerning the Original of the Gyp- 


on Of the Conclave at Rome, and of Cardinal de 
etz. 


BOOK 
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LETTER LI. 
T O Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand Seig- 


nor. p- 59 
Story of Helal, a Phyſician sf Arabia, Of Avi- 
cen, and of Thabet Eb'n Abrahim. 


II. To Af, Baſſa. 33 65 

Of the ſtrange Puniſhment inflicted on a Dear: ſtealer 

of Wirtemberg, by the Elector of Saxony, 4 
Story of an Arabian Captain, 


III. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna. 68 
More on the ſame Subject. Remarks on the Indians, 
and on the Law of Moſes. 


IV. To Dgebe Nafir, Baſſa. 71 

Of the Sects and Diviſions among the Chriſtians. 

Particularly of the Wars between the Catholicks 
and Proteſtants in Piedmont. 


V. To William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria. 74 
Of the Sepulchre of King Childeric. #60 pre- 
ſents him with a Cabinet of curious Antiquities, 


VI. To the moſt illuſtrious and invincible F7zir 
Axem, at the Porte, 78 
Of a ſecret Order given him by the Vizir; and the 
Neceffity of 4 Turkiſh Ambaſſador in the French 
Court to carry on the Deſign. 


YH. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna. 80 
He adviſes him not ta be too Religious, but to fol- 
low his Buſineſs ctarfully. 


VIII. 


The TABLE. 
VIII. To Muſtapla Lulu Beamiulla, a Man of the 


Law. 82 

He argues againſt the falſe netions of the Reſurrection 
common among Mahoinetans and Chriſtians. Of 
the Apparition of Bones in Egypt. 


N. To Solyman, Kuflir Aga, Prince of the Black 
Eunuchs. * 8 5 
Of the Advance of the Baſla of Aleppo to the Prime 
Vizirate. 
X. To the moſt illuſtrious Viæir Axem, at the 
Porte. 88 
He congratulates his New Dignity, and claims a 
Reward for having formerly accus'd him to the Di- 
van, wwhen he held correſpondence with the Vere- 
tians. 


XI. To Mehemet, an exiled Eunucbh, at Caire in 

Egypt. ; 91 

He ridicules ſome Stories of the Egyptians, and re- 

_ in ſhort the Voyage of Domingo Gonſales to the 
O00Nn. 


XII. To Zorneſan Muſtapha, Bafſa of the Sea. 94 
He wiſhes him good Succeſs againſt the Venetians ; @ 
ſhort Character of that People. Of the Conqueſt of 

Jamaica by the Engliſh. A Diſcourſe of Oliver 
the Engliſh Protector. Of Leopoldus Ignatius 
Joſephus's being elected King of the Romans. 


XIII. To Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 
Grand Seignior's Cuſtom. 98 
An Encomium of his Coufin Iſouf. Of his being 
in Muſcovy. He defires him to recommend Iſouf 


to Kerker Haſſan Baſſa. Iſouf'? Remarks on 
Egypt. 


XIV. To Iſmael Kaidar, Cheik, a Man of the 
La 101 


. 
Of Aueen Chriſtina's Rambles through Europe, with 
ax: 


The TABLE. 


an Italian Libel which was found in the Hands of 
Paſquin. 


XV. To the ſame. | P- 104 
Of a New Star appearing in Europe. The Jews Opi- 
nion of it, and of their Meſſias. Of the Rebellion 75 


the late Vizir Azem's Son. Of a Peace between the 
French and the Engliſh. 


XVI. To Solyman, his Coufin, at Scutari. 108 

He reprehends his Diſcontentedneſs, and encourages 

him to follow his Trade, by ſeveral eminent Exam- 
ples. A Story of Diogenes and Plato. 


XVII. To Melec Amet. 112 
Of a Moor baptiſed in Paris. Of the Ottoman Friar 
in Malta. And of Don Philippo, Son of the Dey 
of Tunis. Of Cardinal Mazarini's Tric# to hinder 
Swedeland and Brandenburg from making a 
League again King Caſimir. 
XVIII. To Sedrec AP Giraw'n, Chief Treaſurer to 
the Grand Seignior. 116 
He congratulates his New Honour, Of Kienan 
Baſſa's being found by the Tartars on a Dunghill 
in Muſcovy, when 4 Child. He deſcants on the 
late Sedition at Conſtantinople. 


XIX. To the ſame. 121 
How Mahmut's Chamber was ſearch'd, and the Me- 
 thod he took to ſecure his Box of Letters. 


. 


LETTER I. 


O Dguet Oglou. p- 127 

He Diſcourſes concerning Chance, and the Ori- 
gin of Evil. Of Deiſts in Europe. And of the Sin- 
cere Fraternity among the Antient Arabians. ba 
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II. To the Nazin Eſchref, or Prince of the Emir, at 
the Porte, - £32 
Of a terrible Plague broke out in Rome, Naples and 
the adjacent Parts. Of the Loſs of Valenciennes 0 
the Spaniards. Of Adonai' Death at Rome. 


III. To Melec Amer. | 135 
Of a great Chaſm, or Breach made in the Earth not 
far from Paris. 


IV. To Zornexan Muſtapha, Beglerbeg of Erzram 136 
He congratulates his Retreat from the Teils and Perils 


7 the Seraglio. Reflectious on the Authors of tb 


ate Troubles at Conſtantinople. 


V. To the moſt Renowned and moſt Illuſtrious Ma- 
homet, Vizir Azem at the Porte. 139 
Mahmut congratulates his Aſſumption to this Dignity. 


Preſents him with the Pictures of the French Kang, 


Cardinal Mazarini, Queen of Sweeden, and others : 
As alſo with twelve Watches of his own Workman- 
vip. Of 2ueen Chriſtina's Entertainment at the 
French Court. - 


VI. To Abrahan Eli Zeid, Hogia, Preacher to the 


Seraglio. | 143 

He deſcants on the Covenant of Mahomet with the 

Chriſtians. Some Prophetick Paſſages of Maho- 
met. A Story of a Black Image in Spain. 


VII. To Murat, Baſſa. 147 
Of the Death of the King of Portugal, and the Co- 
ronation of bis Son, Of Count Harcourt's playing 
Faſt and Looſe with the French King. And of the 
Mareſchal de la Ferte's Bravery. 


VIII. To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior of the Con- 
vent of Derviſes at Cogni in Natolia. I # 
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XV. To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand Seignior. 
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He condoles the Death of Bedredin þ;s Predeceſſor ; 
ſends him the True Effigies of the Methas ; with a 
Sort Hiſtory of John che Baptiſt. 


IX. To Selim A!” Mo/e/, Venerable Imaum of the 
Mo'ch of Sar:Qa Sophia. 155 
Of Columbus e Firſt Diſcoverer of America. And 
of the Deſtruction of Lima and Calao, two Cities 
in Pera, by an Earthquake and Fire from Heaven. 
X. To Muſtat ha, Baſſo. 159 
Of Langel BY Couli Can, he Perſian Ambaſſador pr 
the Porte. 


XI. To Mehemet, an ei Eunuch in Egypt. 162 
He acquaints him with the Daatb of Solyman the Ku- 
ſlir A pa. Of the Antiquity of the Pyramids. King, 
S1udrit's Vition. Another of Achmon tbe High- 
Prieſt. He aſſerts the Eternity of the World. 


XII. To the moſt Venerable Magi. 170 
He congratulates his Aſſumption to that ſacred Digni- 
ty: Propoſes the Advantage of Tranſlating Hiſtories 
into the Turkiſh Lan nguage. And diſcourſes of the 
ancient Arabians and Scythians. 


XIII. To the Kaimacham. 
Of the German Emperor's Death : The ill "Rs 75 
the Empire. The Factions of the Electors, and Car- 
dinal Mazarin!'s Aims. 


XIV. To Raba Mahomet, General of the 1 1 
Forces, at his Camp near Adrianople. 
Of the Affairs of Babylon, and the Perſians, of Of ihe 
Troubles in Europe. Of a terrible Eruption Fire 
from Mount Etna in Sicily, 


180 

He deſcants on the Succeſſion of Abu Becre, Omar, 

and Othman, the Firft Caliphs. And ſeems to fa- 
wvour Hali the Prophet of the Perſians. oi 
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XVI. To Cara Muſapha, Baſſa. 184 
Of the Ifle of Tenedos; and the Trojan War, Of 
Ajax's Folly in killing himſelf. Of ſeventeen Spa. 
niſh Ships of War burnt and junk by the Engliſh, un- 
2 the Command of Admiral Blake. With other 
atters. 3 


XVII. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Fewat Vienna. 188 
Of the Quarrel between the Elector of Bavaria and 
Prince Palatine, about the Vicarſhip & the Empire. 


XVIII. To Melec Amet. Z 
Of Trances and Ecitafies. A Story of Selah an * 
dian Phyſician. 
XIX. To the Kaimacham. | 194 
' Of the Surrender of Montmeli to the French, and 
the Speech of the Governour to the King. Of the 
Turks il Succeſſes in Candia. 


XX. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Fewat Vienna. 199 
He relates, in ſhort, the Life and Miracles of Maho- 
met. 


XXI. To Dichicu Huſſein, Baſſa. 204. 
Of a Puarrel between the French and Spaniſh Am- 
ſſadors at the Hague. With other Intelligence 
from Denmark, Portugal, Munſter, and the Ger- 
man Court. a 


XXII. To Dgnet Oglou. 206 
He complains of his Friends Reſervedneſs and Silence. 
Rebukes the trivial Controverſies of the Muſſulmans. 
And denies that GOD has a Body or Paſſions lite us. 


XXIII. To the Aa of the F anizaries. 210 
Of the Swedes taking Fredericks Ode by Storm. An 
Interveiw of the King of Poland and Elector g 
Brandenburgh. Of the taking of Mardike &y 7 
French and Engliſh. 


BOOK 
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BOOK IV. 


[1 LETTER I, 
| O Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand Seignior, 
3 . 214 
1 He diſcourſes of Free-Will and Predeſlinatin. A 
| Digreſſion occaſioned by a ſudden Tempeſt of Thua- 
der and Lightning. : 


N II. To Muftapha, Baſſæ. 219 

I: Of 2ueen Chriſtina'? Sentencing one of her Dome 0 
ticks to Death. And the Cenſure of the Civilians 
thereupon. 


III. To Muftapha Berber Aga. 221 
He acquaints him avith the Birth of a oung Prince 
F Spain, and the extraordinary Magoificence 
exhibited by the Spaniſh Ambaſſadors at the 


Hague on this Occaſion. 


IV. To Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Mafter of the 
Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms at 3 223 
Of bis Mother Oucomiche ; and Iſouf bis Couſin. 
Of the Pyramids and Mummies; with ſome Re- 
marks on the Nile. 


V. To the Kaimacham. 230 
Of the Sentence pronounc d by the Venetians againff 
Girolamo Loredan and Giovanni Contarini. Ex. 
amples of Fuſtice on Traytors. Of great Inun- 
dations in Germany and Flanders. rer 
VI. To Solyman, his Couſin, at Conſtantinople. 232 


He expoſtulates with him about his being too Religious. 
| Several 
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"Rs Opinions of Philoſophers concerning the 


VII. To Aft, Baſja. p. 236 
Of an Interview between the Kings of Denmark 
and Swedeland : And the Peace that enſued. 


VIII. To the Mufti. | 


238 
rs He acquaints him with the Project 44 a certain — 
14 it, to reform the State of Chriſtendom. 


IX. To Abdel Melec Muli Omar. 248 
He relates, in ſhort, his Education, and the Method 
of his Studies in Sicily. A Ver or two of 
orphyry. 


X. To Murat, Baſja. 247 

Of the taking Dunkirk by the'French, and the put- 

ting it into the Hands of the Engliſh. Of the 
French XAing's Illneſs and Recovery. 


ICeS XI. To Mahamed, the Eremite of Mount Uriel in 

the Arabia. 24 

He diſcourſes 7 his own Paſſions and Vices: With 
his 


PI ſomething of his Virtues. 
225 XII. To Achmet Padiſhani Culligiz, Baſſa, 254 
fin. He congratulates his Succeſſion to Darniſh Mehemet, 
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LATTER I; 


Mahmut the Arabian, and vileſt of the 
Grand Seignior*s Slaves, to the myſte- 

rious Elad, Arbitrator of doubtful 
Problems, Prince of the Mufti's. 


HEN I firſt came to Paris, my In- 
ſtructions were not ſo full and parti- 
cular, as to direct me in all Emergen- 


cies. A great many Things were 
left to my own Conduct and Pru- 
dence, both in civil and religious Matters. So chat if 
J have made any falſe Steps, . hope*twill be 8 7 

4 3 
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ble; in regard 'tis not ſo much my Fault as that of the 
Minifiers who reſide at the Augu/? Port. I have often 
addreſs'd to them, deſiring ſupplemental Rules and 
Cautions in ſome peculiar Caſes which I propos'd : 
But they have been very ſparing of their Counſels. 
*Tis true, indeed, about five * ago I received 
ſome particular Orders from the Vizir Azem, and 
the Kaimacham, as alſo from thy Sancti: Where- 
in I was commanded to write with all Freedom to 
the Grandees. This, with the other Directions, has 
been of great uſe to me. It has arm'd me with 
freſh Courage, and remowd the melancholy Ap- 
rehenſions I had of ſome Men's Revenge, whoſe 
Vice I reprov'd. Praiſe be to God, King of the 
Day of Judgment, I have accus'd no Man wrongful- 
ly, Yet 1 was full of Fears, even in the Performance 
of my Duty; knowing, that Mortals generally 
love to have their Faults conceal'd, * purſue 
thoſe with Malice who diſcover or apprehend them. 
But now all my Fears in that Kind are vaniſhed. 
Yet I have Scruples of another Nature, which 
none but the infallible Guide of the Faithful can 
_ diſperſe. | 
Ever ſince I have reſided here, J have been pre 
ciſe in obſerving all the Precepts of our holy Law, ſo 
far as conſiſted with the Secarity and Succeſs of my 
Commiſſien. For I have been forc'd to leap over 
many Lies and falſe Oaths to conceal myſelf. I 
have likewiſe done abundance of other irregular 
Things to promote the Cauſe I am ingag'd in, for 


all which thou, haſt vouchſafed me a Diſpen/ation. 


here remains one Thing in which thy Advice is 
neceſſary. 

I have been hitherto punRual in keeping the 
Faſt of Ramezan, at the Time appointed to all Mu/- 
fulmans ; which, thou knoweſt, falls earlier by ele- 
ven Days every Year than it did the Year before. 


So that in the ſpace of four and thirty Years, it 
| paſlos 


#* 


l 
= 
\ 


„ 
wal Se 


- W 
e 


; Vol. V. a Syy at PARIS. 3 


> Þ 
— 
* 
* 


paſſes through all the four Szaſons. Now this ſueceſ 
five Variation of the Great Faſt, cauſing it ſometimes 
to fall at the very Times of the moſt ſolemn Fe/7iwal; 
among the Nazarenes, ſuch as that which they call 
their CLri/tmas, which is a Feaſt of thirteen Days; 
I fear, leſt I may be taken Notice of ſhould I, 
by celebrating the Ramezan at thoſe Times, con- 
tradi the univerſal Practice of all the Franks, and 
ſtart Suſpicions in thoſe with whom I converſe, to 
my Diſadvantage and Ruin. 

To thee, therefore, who art the wi/ef of the Wiſe, 
I fly for Counſel in this Exigency, beſeeching thee to 
dictate plainly what I am to do. 

I know that the Sick, or Wounded, or Travel- 
lers, are diſpens'd with, if they violate the ſacred 
Mon. At which time the Gates of Paradiſe are 
open'd, and inviſible Favours are done to the devout 
Obſervers of this Precept: Whilſt the Avenues of 
Hell are barricado'd, and all the Devils chain'd up 
from appearing Abroad, or doing any Miſchief in the 
World. I ſay, I am not ignorant of the Indulgence 
whichis given to Men under fuch Circumſtances; pro- 
vided they ſatisfy the Law, by keeping the Faf? at 


| ® ſome other Seaſon, more agreeable to their Health, 


8 or other Neceſſities. And thus far I could have ſi- 


lenc'd the Alarms of my own Conſcience, without mo- 


leſting thee : Knowing, that a Maſſulman is always 
= allow'd this Liberty in a forezge Country, much more 
4 in a Region of Infidels. 


But that which I aim at, is to be inform'd, Whe- 


cher to put the better Diſguiſe on my ſelf, and 


more efficaciouſly to proſecute the Intereſt of the 


= Grand Seignior, I may not always celebrate this Faſt, 


at the preciſe Time that the Chriſtians keep their 


Lent? For then I ſhould paſs unſuſpected, and no 


Man would take me for any other than a Chriftiar 


and a Catholick, Nay, my manner of daily Faſting 


at that time, would raiſe me a conſiderable Credit 
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ble; in regard 'tis not ſo much my Fault as that of the 
Mmifiers who reſide at the Auguſi Port. I have often 
addreſs'd to them, deſiring ſupplemental Rules and 
Cautions in ſome peculiar Caſes which I propos'd : 
But they have been very ſparing of their Counſels. 
*Tis true, indeed, about : five Years ago I received 
ſome particular Orders from the Vizir Azem, and 
the Kaimacham, as alſo from thy Sancti: Where- 
in I was commanded to write with all Freedom to 
the Grandees. This, with the other Directions, has 
been of great uſe to me. It has arm'd me with 
freſh Courage, and remov'd the melancholy Ap- 
8 I had of ſome Men's Revenge, whoſe 
ices I reprov'd. Praiſe be to God, King of the 
Day of Judgment, I have accus'd no Man wrongful- 
ly, Yet I was full of Fears, even in the Performance 
of my Duty ; Knowing, that Mortals generally 
love. to have their Faults conceal'd, and purſue 
thoſe with Malice who diſcover or apprehend them. 
But now all my Fears in that Kind are vaniſhed. 
Yet I have Scruples of another Nature, which 
none but the infallible Guide of the Faithful can. 
diſperſe. | 
Ever ſince I have reſided here, I have been pre 
ciſe in obſerving all the Precepts of our holy Law, fo 
far as conſiſted with the Security and Succeſs of my 
Commiſſion. For I have been forc'd to leap over 
many Lies and falſe Oaths to conceal myſelf. I 
have likewiſe done abundance of other irregular 
Things to promote the Cauſe I am ingag'd in, for 


all which thou, haſt vouchſafed me a Diſpenſation. 


here remains one Thing in which thy Advice is 
neceſſary. | 

I have been hitherto panRual in rn the 
Faſt of Ramezan, at the Time appointed to all Mu/- 
fſulmans ; which, thou knoweſt, falls earlier by ele- 
ven Days every Year than it did the Year before. 


So that in the ſpace of four and thirty Years, it 
| pa ſſo⸗ 


Vol. V. a SPY at PAR IS. 3 
poaſſes through all the four Szaſons. Now this ſucceſ- 
ive Variation of the Great Faſt, caufing it ſometimes 
co fall at the very Times of the moſt ſolemn Feſtival; 
among the Nazarenes, ſuch as that which they call 
their CLriſtmas, which is a Feaſt of thirteen Days; 
I fear, leſt I may be taken Notice of ſhould I, 
buy celebrating the Ramexan at thoſe Times, con- 
tradict the univerſal Practice of all the Franks, and 
**X tart Suſpicions in thoſe with whom I converſe, to 
muy Diſadvantage and Ruin. 
10 thee, therefore, who art the wi/e/ of the Wiſe, 
Il fly for Counſel in this Exigency, beſeeching thee to 
dictate plainly what I am to do. 
I know that the Sick, or Wounded, or Travel- 
lers, are diſpens'd with, if they violate the ſacred 
Men At which time the Gates of Paradiſe are 
XX open'd, and inviſible Favours are done to the devout 
XX Obſervers of this Precept: Whilſt the Avenues of 
Hell are barricado'd, and all the Devili chain'd up 
from appearing Abroad, or doing any Miſchief in the 
World. I ſay, I am not ignorant of the Indulgence 
which is given to Men under fuch Circumſtances; pro- 
vided they ſatisfy the Law, by keeping the Faſ at 
{ome other Seaſon, more agreeable to their Health, 
or other Neceſſities. And thus far I could have ſi- 
lenc'd the Alarmsof my own Conſcience, without mo- 
leſting thee : Knowing, that a Muſulman is always 
allow'd this Liberty in a forezgr: Country, much more 
in a Region of Infidels. | 
Wh: +: But that which I aim at, is to be inform'd, Whe- 
XX ther to put the better Diſguiſe on my ſelf, and 
more efficaciouſly to proſecute the Intereſt of the 
= Grand Seignior, J may not always celebrate this Faſt, 
at the preciſe Time that the Chri/tians keep their 
Let? For then I ſhould paſs unſuſpefed, and no 


Man would take me for any other than a Chriſtian . 

and a Catbolick. Nay, my manner of daily Faſting /, 
at that time, would raiſe me a conſiderable Credit 
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among the Chriſtians that know me, They would 
cry me up for a Saint, or a very holy Man. For the 
Fa of the Chriftiens is a __ in compariſon with 
the rigorous Abſtinence of the Muſſulmans. Thoſe in- 
deed refrain all Sorts of V, but they load their 
Tables with Variety of Fj, and other Dainties ; 
neither have they Patience to tarry for their R 

beyond the Mid- day. Whereas the Mu/ulmans 
taſte of nothing during the Ramexan, till the Sun is 
gone down, and the Stars appear. No, not even 
in the parching Deſarts of Arabia, where Men are 
ready to periſh of Thirſt ; yet no Man will extend 
his Hand to the Water-pot to refreſh himſelf in 
; thoſe unſpeakable Agonies, *till the Shadow of the 
Earth is advanced into the higher Region of the Air, 
and has baniſh'd the leaſt Glimmerings of the Sun. 


When, therefore, the Franks ſhall fee me faſt after 


this auſtere Faſhion in their Len-, they will ſay, I 
am a very montify'd Man, and a devout Catholick : 
For they judge altogether by the Outſide. So if 
any Danger ſhould threaten me, I ſhould find 
Friends among the Zealets, and the Indifferent would 
not appear my Enemies: But the Wicked, whoſe 
black Guilt has render'd 'em a Terror to them- 
ſelves, as well as an Abomination to others, would 
"ſtand in Fear of me. Thus, on all Hands, a Way 
would be open for me to eſcape a Diſcovery of the 
Secrets committed to my Charge. 

'Twould be much more to my Satisfaction, if I 
could with Safety eelebrate this Faſt in the very 
Moon wherein the Alcoran was brought down from 
Heaven, as all good Muſſulmans 212 do : But 
I am taught not to betray, or ſo much as hazard 
the Afairs of my great Maſter for a mere Nicety or 
Pun#ilio of Religion. Gov is the Merciful of the 
Mevciful, and tis his Vill that the Empire of the 
true Faithful ſhould be extended where ever the 
Moot or the Sun ſhine on Earth. 
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Vol. V. aSpyatParis. i 
Great Oracle of the 8 Doctor of Faith 
and Verity, it is in thy Power to confirm or ſhake 


my Reſolution in this Point: For from thy Sentence 
there is no Appeal. 


Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


— — 


DFN II. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Jew at Vienna. 


HOU informeſt me, that the King of the 

* Romans is dead, and that divers Prodigies hap- 

pen'd about the Jime of his expiring. Whilſt others 

report, that the German Emperor himſelf died the 

9th of the laſt Man However I ſhall tranſmit thy 

Advice to the Shining Porte ; not truſting to the un- 
certain Intelligence of Fame. 

Kings and Emperors muſt reſign up their Breath, 
as well as other Mortals. *Tis a Tribute we all owe 
to Nature, who will be paid one Time or other, 
Neither has ſhe ever exempted any from the comms» 
Lot, ſave Enoch, Elias, and Jeſus the Son of Mary. 
Theſe were holy Prophets, perfect Saints, and void 
of Original Sin, and therefore received an Indul- 
gence : Tho' thoſe of your Nation, and the CI 
tians believe, that the laſt of theſe three died on a 
Croſs. 

As for all others, they have either been diſſolv'd 
by Sickneſs, or ſnatch'd away by ſudden Death : 
Some by an invifible Dart from Heaven; others by 
the ruder Hand of Mortals like themſelves; Millions 
by the Sword and Spear, and ten Millions by the 
ſwifter and more unavoidable Stroke of the Arrow 
and Bullet: Whilſt not a few have receiv'd their 
B 3 Death 
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Death from the very Elements which ſupported their 
Life. An unruly Fire has crumbled ſome into their 
firſt Atoms, and mingled their Aſhes with thoſe of 


their Houſes and Beds of Repoſe : Whilſt Water, a 


contrary Principle, has quench'd the vital Flame in 
others. There is but one Vay to enter into this 
Life ; but the Gates of Death, and the Inwifible 
State are without Number: And the greateſt Monarch 
may as well fall by the Prick of a Thorn, as by the 
Huge of a Sword. Every time I ſwallow my meat, 
I remember the Fate of him that was choak'd by a 
Gai of Pepper; and that of Anacroon the Poet, 
v ho was ſtrangled by the Stone of a Raiſin. 

Yet 1 am not ſolicitous in chooſing or avoiding 
farticular Deaths, knowing that no human Coun- 
{el can prevent the Decrees of Deſtiny. It rather 
pleaſes me to think (ſuch is my Ambition) that by 
whatſoever Method I am ſent to the Grave, there I 
ihall be equal to the Alexanders, Cæſars, Timurlengs 
and the greateſt Mortals. For there is no Diſtinction 
of Noble and Vulgar in that Region of Anarchy, where 
all Ranks are level'd in the Duſt: As Diogenes told 
Alexander the Great ; when the Monarch beholding 
that Philoſopher in a Charnel- Houſe, his Eyes atten- 
tively fix'd on the Bones of the Dead which lay in 


heaps, ask'd him, What he was doing ? To whom 


Diogenes reply'd, 1 am hoking for thy father Phillip's 
Bones, but cannot diſtinguiſh them from thoſe of his 
Slaves. Some ſuch Thought as this might, perhaps, firſt 
occaſion the Cuſtom of writing Ep:itaths on the Sepul- 
chres of eminent Perſons. Among which I have read 
ſome made by the Entombed themſelves, whilſt they 
were on this fide the Grave, and for their ſingular 
Far cy were thought worthy to be recorded by Hi- 
ftorians. Such as this. 
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I Sabbas of Milan, by Blood a Caſtilian, 
Friar and Knight of Jeruſalem, wiſh a 
happy Reſurrettion to my Aſhes. While I 
was alive among Mortals, a Little ſa- 
tisfy*'d me. Now I am dead and alone in 
my Grave, I am content with Leſs. 1 
neither knew myſelf what I was ; nor do 
thou enquire.” Traveller, whoever thou 
art, if thou be Pious, pray for me, and 
paſs on. Farewell, and live mindful of 
Death. Living I provided this Epi- 
taph, knowing I muſt die. 

The Birth and Life of Mortals are nothing 
but Toil and Death. 


Such another was that of Heliodorus, a Moor, who 
caus'd himſelf to be bury'd near to the Pillars of He 
cules, with this In/cription on his Tomb. 


J Heliodorus, a mad Carthaginian, 
have commanded by my Laſt Will' and 
Teftament, that 1 ſhould be interr'd 
here in this fartheſt Angle of the World; 
to make Experiment, whether any Man 


more mad than myſelf, would travel thus 
far to viſit my Sepulchre, 


But that which Semiramis caus'd to be inſcrib'd on 
her Tomb, was a perfect Satire on the Living. It was 


this, 
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Semiramis, whilft living, never was 
in need of Money; yet was always com- 
paſſionate to the Poor. Now Im dead, my 
Grave ig my Treaſury. If any of Royal 
Race be in want, let him open this Dor- 
mitory, and he fhall find a Supply. 


When Darius conquer'd Babylon, and was told of 
this Epitaph; ſtung with Avarice, he caus'd the Se- 
fulchre to be open'd in his own Preſence. But in- 


ſtead of Money, they only found a Tablet of Braſs, 
with theſe Words engraven on it. 


My Epitaph is a Riddle. This is the In- 
terpretation. I never was Covetons z 
only ſuch as are poor, theſe I pity; and 
have therefore provided this Leſſon as 
a Treaſure for the Man who for Lucre 
ſhall preſume to violate thy Tomb. 


Tf thou wilt rob the Living, forbear to 
plunder the Dead; left they bring thee 
to Shame, as ] have done. 


Thou telleſt me, that the Emperor ſeems not to be 
much griev'd for the Death of his Son, the Roman 
King. Perhaps his Sorrow is ſo great, that it can- 
not find a Vent. Violent and uncommon Paſſions 


are apt to ſmother within the Heart, whilſt only 


{maller Griefs break forth into Tears. 
Ir 
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It was a memorable Say ing of a certain King of 


: Egypt, who was overcome by Camby/es the Pe, ;7an 


Monarch, and taken Captive with all his Children ; 


| when the cruel Conqueror, to ſport himſelf in the 


Miſery of his royal Priſoners, and inſult o'er tlic 


” vanquiſh'd Egyptians, firſt cauſed the Daughter of 


the Captive King to be employ'd in the m aneſt 


Offices with the common S/awes, before her Father's 
Face: Then his Sox to be bridled and curbed like a 
= Horſe, with a vaſt Burthen ty'd on his Back. At 


BS 


both which diſmal Spectacles, the poor Eæyptian Mo- 
narch ſhed not one Tear : But when he ſaw one that 
had formerly been his Servant, reduc'd to great Po- 
verty, he wept bitterly. Camby/es aſking him the 
Reaſon, why he ſeem'd ſo inſenfible of his Childrens 
Calamity, and yet was touch'd with ſo tender a Grief 
for the Misfortune of a Stranger? He anſwer'd, Son 
of Cyrus, the Deſolation of my Family afflicts me 
with ſo profound a Sorrow, that no Tears can ex- 
*« preſs it: But my Compaſſion to this diſtreſs'd Ser- 
** vant, being not fo violent, eaſily breaks forth in 
% 'Tears. 

Nathan, I wiſh thee neither extreme Joy, nor 
Grief, for they are both hurtful to the Heart. 


Paris, u/ of the 8th Moon, 
of” the Year 1654 


* 


LE T- 


ATOMS... nas = 


ro LzTTERs Writ by Vol. V. 


LETTER UI. 


To Mahummed Hodgia, Venerable 
Eremite of the Cave, replete with 
Wonders, 


HEN I contemplate thy Life ſo full of 
W Innocence, and void of the very Shadow 
of Vice I am like a Serpent rouz'd from his Sleep 
by a Breeze of cooler Wind, or the Noiſe of a 
Traveller on the Rad: My Soul ſtarts; and un- 
folding all the drowzy Curls of Senſuality, ſtretches 
itſelf at full length : Surpriz'd and aſham'd of its 
own Lethargy, it ſwiftly retires into any dark Cor- 
ner, to cover itſelf from the Light of its own Facul- 
ties, and from tha brighter Reflections of thy Spirit, 
which penetrate like the Beams of the Sun. | 

I do not preſently curſe my ſelf, the Hour of my 
Nativity, my friends that have flatter'd me into an 
erroneous Belief of my own Vertue, or my Enemies 
that have provok'd me, and by various Trains en- 
tangled me in the Paths of Vice. Such Maledi&ton 
only becomes the Mouth of a Few, or a Libertine : 
For we arrive at Perfection, not by curſing the Evil, 
but by imitating the Good. : 

I rather bleſs the Hour of Conjunction, the In- 
fluence of my better Stars, and the Conſtellations of 
4 more propitious Horoſcope, the Moment when I had 
the Honour to touch the Sand before thy Feet with 
my Lips in that Sanctaary of Holineſs. O thou 
Patron of good Intentions ; ſincere Reformer of hu- 
man Errors; refulgent Pattern of the Pious ; Glory 
ofthe Wiſe ; moſt Excellent of the Excellent; Phe- 
ix of the Age 
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Praiſe be to Gop, the Fir/? and the Lat: Peace to 
the Angels who ſtand round his Throre, and to the 
2 who rejoice in his Preſence. An univerſal 
Jubilte to all the Inbabitants of Patadiſe: And eter- 
nal Felicity to the Saint of the Deſart on Earth, 
whoſe Soul i expanded wide as the Firmament. I 

I am raviſhed, and full of E 2255, becauſe there 
is not found thy Equal on this ſide the Clouds. 
When thou ſhalt: be c op'd from the Earth, the 
Mirror of Mortals, the Flower of human Nature 
is gone. The Trees of the #7/Jerne/s will lament 
thy Death, by whoſe Preſence they flouriſh'd, and 
brought forth their Fruit in due Seaſon. At thy 
Departure, the Graſs of the Field will fade and 
wither, conſcious that thy Merits drew down the 
Rain and Dew of Heaven, to render Arabia fertile 
in Herbage. 

The Beaſts will languiſn for want of Paſture, 
and Men will bewail the Dearth of the Land; know- 
ing that the Life of the 7uſt cauſes the Ground to 
produce à plenteous Harveſt. 

But no Mourning will be like that of Mahmut, 
who can boaſt of thy particular Friendſhip ; and 
in loſing thee, will be as if he were depriv'd of the 
Light of the San, or the Morning Air, or the Be- 
nefit of fire and Water: For ſo thy Favours are re- 
8 as the Elements, without which we cannot 
ive. 

Therefore as oft as I turn my Face to the City, 
ſanctified by the Birth of our hoh Prophet, I ſend 
up my Vows to Heaven for thy long Life; beſeech- 
ing Gop, for the univerſal Good of Nature, to con- 
tinue the Man on Earth, the Yeftment of whoſe Soul 
- compoſed of Rays darted from all the fortunate 

tarts. | 

Tell me, O thou Holieſt of the Holy ones in the 
Faſt ; Fawourite of the Angels; ſecret Friend of the 
Eternal, Envoy n from the Omni potent. 

6 Agent 
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Agent, incognits, for the Court of Heaven! Tell me 


by what Chars J ſhall ſteer my Courie through this 
Life, uncertiin as the Sea, and toſſed with as many 
'Temzei's. I find in myſelf manifeſt Inclinations to 
Virrue, and whatſoever is Good; Yet I ſtill miſ- 
take the Methods of attaining my End. I would 
fain be perſectly Pious, Juſt and Wiſe ; but know 
not how to compaſs my Deſign. One Event or 
other ſtill fruſtrates my Labour: Either a Friend or an 
Enemy, a Relation or a Stranger, Caſualties without, 


or my Paſſions within, ſtop me in the Beginning, or 


the Midſt of a glorious Career, the which 
cannot be run without noble Agonies. 

Then I take Breath; and rouzing myſelf with 
freſh Vigours, I chearfully addreſs to the Combat, 
which crowns the Vidtor with Immortality, My 
Courage is great, my Reſolution fix'd, at the firſt ſet- 
ting out: I gain Ground on a ſudden; the Wheels 
of my Chariot are, ſor a Time, like thoſe of the Sun, 
whoſe momentary Advances are not perceiv'd by 
Me tali. But before I get half Way to the Meridian, 
ſome unſkilful Phaeton, an erroneous Thought, or 
a giddy Paſſion, overthrows me. Either o!d Habits, 
or new Temptations, hinder me from gaining the 
Prize in the O/ympichs of Virtue. 

Thus, often foil'd, I retire with Shame and Weak- 
neſs,; and finding no Redreſs within, I fly to thee, 
who art created a Director of the World. 

'T will be an Offence to make Repetitions, and aſk 
Counſel again: I will henceforth endeavour to fol- 
bw thy Example, which is certainly the moſt corre 
Rale of a religious Life. But then I cannot ſerve the 
Grand Seignior in this Po. Reſolve my Doubts. Is 
it lawful for me to abandon my Duty, and retire 
into a Deſart? if not, I will ere a Sv/itude in the 
midſt of this populous City, and build an Hermitage 
in my own Heart. If I cannot arrive at the Per- 
fe ions I aim at, I will at leaſt endeavour to = 
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Good as I can. There is a religious Dexterity, by 
which a Man may, in the midft of worldly Buſineſs, 
make to himſelf Paths of Innocence, and walk free 
from the general Contagion of Mortals;, If I cannot 
perform any eminent Good, I will take Care to ab- 
ſtain from enormoms Evil; : Neither will I commit 
the leaſt, without a good Intention; which, I am 
aſſar'd by the Mufti, ſometimes ſanRifies a bad” 
Action. If I He, or for ſwear myſelf, it ſhall be to 
ſerve my great Maſfer. If I diſſemble my Religion, 
and counterfeit a Chriſtian, I will propoſe to my 
{elf the greater Advantage of the Muſulman Faith: 
Thus ſome higher End ſhall always direct my Inten- 
tion and Performances. 

But if thou wilt tell me after all, that this is not 
the Way to Paradiſe, I will forfake all worldly In- 
tereſt, wherein I find ſo many Entanglements, and 
take vp my Reſidence in ſome humble Cave, or 
Cleft of a Rock, or Hollow of a Tree; where I 
will ſpend the reſt of my Days in contemplating. 
the firſt Eſſence, and all that flows from it. I wil 
bid a final Adieu to this perfidions Age, to the vain 
Generation of Mortali that live in it, to whoſe Con- 
verſe I ſhall have Reaſon td perfer that of the Prafir, 
who are far more innocent, and leſs debauch'd than 
Men. Even Lions and Tygers, in the utmoſt Fury 
of their Hunger,. abſtain from preying on thoſe of 
their own Kind. Man is the only Cannibal who 
devours his Brother, and greedily ſwallows down 
the Blood of him who bears the ſame Inage as 
himſelf. 

I ſpeak not of the ancient Scythians, Maſſagetes, 
or Tartars; nor of the more modern Savage, in 
America, who ſtuffed their greedy Paunches with 
human Fleſh. Their Barbari/m has crept, by Tran/- 
migration, into the moſt civiliz?d Empires and States; 
and is not the leſs cruel, becauſe it has changed its 
Form. 

Nor 


ſpurred on with extraordinary Devotion, and defign- 
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Nor do I tax the more excuſable Epicuri/m of 
thoſe, who ranſack all the Elements for Dainties ; 
whoſe Tables are loaded with the ſlaughter'd Car- 
caſſes of Birds, Beaſts, and Fiſhes; their Houſes 
polluted with an extravagant Profuſion of the BlooX 
of thoſe Creatures, which the eternal Mind form'd to 
live, and enjoy the Fruits of the Earth, as well as 
ourſelves. Mt 

But I accuſe the Oppreſſors of Men, thoſe Cann:- 
Bals in diſguiſe, whoſe very Bread is mingled with 


the Marrow of the Poor; and their greater Delica- - 


cies are Raggo's, compounded of the Blood of Vi- 
dow's and Orphans ; whilſt they ſtarve and ruin 
whole Families, to ſupport a needleſs Grandeur, a 
momentary Pomp, which vaniſhes almoſt as ſoon as it 
appears. 

Yet theſe Men think to pacify Heaven, by build- 
ing magnificent Temples and Oratories ; by entail- 


ing their Efates on Convents and Hoſpitals: As if 


the Omnipotent were to be brib'd ; or took Pleaſure 
in Gifts,which are but the Fruits of Robbery and In- 
juſtice. Can the Sacrifices of Infidels be more accep- 
table, becauſe they are made on Altars of Gold? Or 
even the Prayers of Muſſulmans, in that they are 
breath'd out in Meo/ques, built of the fineſt Marble, 
cruſted over with precious Stones, and adorned 
with Carpets, and Hangings of the richeſt Tiſſues 
and Brocades ? The ancient Pagans can inſtruct us 


better. 


Thou wilt not think me tedious if I relate a 
Paſſage which juſt comes into my Mind, of a cer- 
tain great Man in Aa; who poſleſs'd vaſt Herds of 
Cattle, and was accuſtomed to make magnificent 


Oblations to the Gods. This Grandee once made a 


Pilgrimage to Delphos, famous in thoſe Days for the 
Oracle of Apollo. He carried with him a hundred 
Bulls whole Horns were enchas'd in Gold, being 


ing 


Vol. V. 4 SPY at PARIS. 15 


ing to do a ſingular Honour to the God, When he 
arrived at the Place, puffed up with his ny Pre- 
ſents,. and the Flatteries of his Attendants ; he boldly 
approach'd the Temple, thinking no Man on Earth 
more worthy of. the God's Friendſhip than himſelf ; 
demanding of the Pythoneſs (for ſo they call'd the 
Woman, who perform'd the Office of Prie/thood there) 
Who, among all Mortals, made the moſt acceptable 
Sacrifices, and departed with the greateſt Bleſſing 
from the Oracle? (for he preſumed the Preheminence 
would be granted to himſelf.) When ſhe anſwer'd, 
That one Clearchus of Methydrium, was the moſt de- 
vout and dear to the Gods of all Men. 

Aſtoniſh'd above meaſure, at this unexpected Re- 
ply, the vain Bigot reſolved to find out this Man, 
and learn of him what Method he took to pleaſe the 
Divinity. He haſtens therefore to Methydrium : And 
when he firſt came within View of it, he deſpiſed 
the Meanneſs of the Place, judging it impoſſible, 
That one Man, or all the Town, could be able to 
preſent the Gods with more n Day Oblations 
than he. Having found out Clearchus, he aſked him, 
What Sacrifices he uſed to make to Apollo? To 
whom Clzarchus replied, Tam a poor Man, and 
*« when I go to Delphos, I carry neither Silver nor 
„Gold, but only a Baſket of Fruits; the beſt that 
„ my Farm affords, which 1 freely offer to the 
* Powers which govern All Things, and from 
* whom I receive whatſoever I enjoy. Moreover, 
«« I keep the appointed holy Days: and my poorer 
«« Neighbours go chearful from my Table. I ne- 
« ver #i/d any Thing: Nor have I done to another 
* that which I would not have done to my/e/f. I 
pray to Jupiter every Morning before the Sun 
* ariſes, and at Night when he goes down. I keep 
* myſelf and my Cottage clean. In all Things 
*« elſe I live like the Beaſts, that is, according to 
Mature. | 


2 Thou 


1; 
and de 
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Thou wilt perceive by this, O pious Eremit, that 
Simplicity and Innocence are the moſt acceptable Sa- 
crifices to the ſupremely Merciful: And, that the 
moſt High God takes no Pleaſure in the Smoak of 
Burnt-Offerings, or the pompous Addreſſes of the 
Great; but only in the pure Flames of a devout 
Heart ; the Integrity of a juſt Man, void of Deceit 
and Guile. 

Thou, i/luftrious Mahummed, art the Perſon in 
whom theſe Things are verify'd. May Go p ſhelter 
thee with his Mercies, to the Hour of Tran/migration, 
and beyond the /aft Flight of Time. 


Paris, 1½ of the 875 Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


LETTER IV. 
To the Kaimacham, 


HERE are two Actions which take up all 
the Diſcourſe at preſent. One is the Siege 
of Stenay, a ſtrong Town in Flanders, before which 
the French Army is newly laid down. The other is 


the inveſting of Arras by the Spaniards. 


'Tis the Preſence of many illuſtrious Perſonages, 
that renders both theſe Sieges conſiderable. In the 
French Camp are preſent, the Xing, Cardinal Ma- 
Zarini, and all the Grandees of the Court. In the 
— are Arch-Duke Leopold, the Prince of Conde, 

rancis Duke of Lorrain, with others of Prime Qua- 


ty. 
uy are very vigorous on both Sides, in prating 
ending theſe two Places; as if the Fare of 
both Kingdoms were now at Stake. In m inion 


France runs the greateſt Hazard: For if the Spa- 
wards 
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niardi ſhould prove ſucceſsful in what, tis ſaid, 
they have reſolv'd upon, that is, the Relief of Sze- 
nay; if they ſhould give Battle, and get the Vic- 


tory, a Way would be open for them to penetrate 


into the Bowels of France. And *tis thought many 


Towns in this Aingdom would open their Gates 
te them, whilſt the Prince of Conde is at the Head 


of their Army, who does all Things in the Name of 
the French King: Even his Rebellion itſelf is maſqu'd 


under the ſpecious Title, Of taking up Arms to 


4 reſcue the eaptive King from the Hands of Mazarini 
= and his Adherents. A pretty Way of ſeducing the 
People from their Obedience. The Parti/ans and 


indeed all the French, are divided into Cabals and 


Parties; ſome eſpouſing the Prince of Conde's Intereſt, 
=X whilſt others manifeſt an incorruptible Loyalty to their 
1 ee on I approve the Morals of the Latter, yet 


privately rejoice at the Treaſon: of the Former, eg 


their iateſtine Quarrels may continue till the Day of 
be — b 


Ekachim the Few follows the Contr, which ra- 


'Y ther ought now to be called the Camp. His private 


. 
4 by 5 E 2. 
ae 
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Affairs call him that Way: from him I receive fre- 


7 


quent Advice of the moſt important Matters in 


that Theatre of Var. He informs me that the 


King of Fr anct's Preſence in the Siege of Stenay, 


VT inſpires his Soldiers with more than ordinary Vi- 
= gour : And that he ſhews daily Proofs of an ex- 
traordinary Courage, He was one whole Night 


on Horſeback, giving Orders and directing his 


1 Engineers. Next Morning he ſends a Summons to 
the Governor; who made a ſtout Reply, being reſol- 
ved to hold out to the laſt Extremity ; and there- 


fore ſallied out of the Town with a Party of reſo- 


I lute Men, who kill'd near four Thouſand of the Be- 


aegers. 

2 But alas, theſe Infidelt are only ſtout, whilſt well- 
rd: Not knowing what it is te endure the Rigours 
13 ; 


of: 


„„ U 


of Famine, and other intollerable Hardſhips. In all 
the Weſtern Hiſtories, they cannot match the Brave- 
ry of a Garriſon in the impregnable Fortreſs of Mer- 
din, famous in our Annals for ſuſtaining a Sewer 
Years Seige, where the mighty Timurleng lay before it 
with his zzvincible Army. That Scourge of Heawen, 
to terrify the Beſieg'd, and give 'em an Earneſt of his 
Reſolution, caus'd all the old Trees round about this 
Place to be cut aown, and young ones to be planted 
in far greater Numbers: Declaring at the ſame time, 
That he would not raiſe the Seige, till thoſe Trees 
4 ſhouid be mature enough to bear Fruit: When that 
Time came, he ſent a Pre/ent of the Fruits to the Go- 
wernor of the Garriſon ; as likewiſe of Mutton, with 
this Meſſage, That he took Pity on ſo brave a Man, 
e fearing leſt he ſhould ſtarve for want of Neceſſaries. 

As ſoon as the Gowernor had receiv'd theſe Pre- 


ſents, turning to the Meſſenger, he ſaid Go tell thy 


„% Maſter, I thank him for his Preſent of Fruits: But, 
for the Fleſh, we ſhall have no Occaſion, ſo long as 
« our Ews afford us Milkenough to ſuſtain the whole 
* Garriſon. And that thy Maſter may be aſſur'd we 
are not in want of that, I-will ſend him a Preſent 
of Cheeſes made of the ſame. Accordingly he com- 
manded four Chee/es to be deliver'd to the Meſſen- 
ger 3 Which, when Timurleng ſaw, and had heard 
the words of the Governor, he deſpair'd of reducing 
that place, though he had laid before it ſeven Years, 
wanting only two Moons. But had he underſtood 
what ſort of Chee/es theſe were, he would, no doubt, 
have changed his Reſolution : For, it ſeems, they 
were made of the Mili of Bitches, and were the very 
laſt Suſtenance the Garri/on had, except the Fi it 
ſelf of thoſe unclean Animals. 


Believe me, ſage Miniſter, ſuch Examples of Pa- 
tience and Fortitude, are very rare. And this was 
the more remarkable, in that it was the firſt Place, 


where 
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where that invincible General's Hand met with a Re- 


2 
— 
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| < Paris, 1/} of the 8th Moon, 


of the Year 1654. 
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LETTER v. 


. ˙ 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


# T HIS is the uni venſary Day of my Nativity 3 


which I celebrate not, as others do, on ſuch 


an Occaſion, with Mirth and Revelling, with Mufick 


= and Songs, My Chamber is not perfum'd with the 


: Incenſe of Arabia, nor with any extraordinary Odours: 
Neither is it adorn'd with Flowers, Laurel or the 


Branches of green Trees. I am not at the Expence 
of coſtly Oils, to burn in a Multitude of Lamps, and 
make joyful Illuminations, as at a Feat. Such pom- 


E pous Vanity I leave to thoſe who, 2 have 
n ife 


more Reaſon to be merry in this Life, than the 
thoughtful and penſive Mahmut can find out. 

On the other Side, I ſpend not this Day in extreme 
and fruitleſs Mourning : But retaining an Indifference 
of Mind, I conſecrate it to the Serwice of my Reaſon 
and Contemplation ;. which are the only Things con- 


| I ſiderable in Mortal Man. 


- a 


4 


From the Minute that I firſt awak'd this Morn- 
ing, I have been pondering on my elf, and human 
Nature. I ſuffered my anxious Thoughts to ſtart 
back beyond the Hour of my Birth, reflecting on the 
Impriſonment ] ſuffer'd in my Mother's Womb, which 
yet I cannot in the leaſt remember. And this is the 
Caſe of all Men. We know not how we came into 
this open World of Light, from that Region of Dark- 
26%; nor that ever we were ſo ſhut up, but as we 

are 
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are told by our Parents; and common Experience 
confirms us, that this is the Lot of all Mortals. How 
then ſhall we be able to diſcover what State we 
were in before our Conception? whether we were 
in the Rank of Things which have Exiſtence, or whe- 
ther we were not hid in the Womb of Nothing? I tell 
thee, this Thought has fill'd me with great Inquie- 
tudes. I am reſtlefs to know my own Original. 
I would fain be inform'd, if that which they call 
the Soul, be a Subtance diſtin from the Body, or 
only the finer Part of Matter, a Quinteſſence of the 
Elements. If it be diſtin, as I have Reaſon to be- 


lieve, twould be a ſingular Happineſs, to be ſatis. 
fed where it was, before united to this Machine of 
Fl: and Bones; and whether that Union be -. 
luntary or ford: For I muſt profeſs my ſelf to be 
altogether in the Dark, as to theſe Scrutinies. Some- 
times I join with the P/atoni/s, and conclude all . 
man Souls to be Particles of the divine Nature, Beam: 
of the eternal Sun; And that though our Light be 
now obſcur'd and veil'd under this Cloud of cartb ) 
Matter; yet we have formerly ſhin'd with an 
andiminiſh'd Splendor,. when only embody'd in-the "RF 
elearer Air, or more refin'd Subſtance of the Sky 
Perhaps, think I, for fome Errors committed in that 
faperior State, we are ſent down into theſe Bodies Me 
as into Priſons for our Puni/oment. Then I am vex'd 
at the fatal —_— of my Memory, that retains no 


ondition. 


Idea of my paſt 


At other times (for, like-all Mortal, I am ſubject lp 


to Change) I embrace the Do#rines of Pythageras, 


which thou knoweſt are generally entertain'd all over 
the Eaſt: And believing the Tran/migration of Soul“ 


from one living Creature to another, I cannot be cen 
tain but n have been an Elephant, a Camel, or a ü 
Hor ſe, or perhaps ſome more contemptible Anima! ; 
and for aughtI know, I have undergone all the various 
Kinds of Metamorphoſis that ever Ovid — 
o 


= 


However, be it how it will, I ſee no Grounds te 


make any extravagant Solemnity on the Account of 


my being born to what I am now, that is, a Man : 
For I think we are the only Spectacle of Folly and 
Miſem among all the Creatures of God. 


We boaſt of Arts and Sciences; yet the wiſeſt of 


; | Mortals are always moſt ſenſible, That they know no- 


© :bing. One Man builds a ſtately Houſe, a Place of 
& Repoſe and Refuge for himfelf and his Family ; ano- 
ther comes and pulls it down, demoliſhing the only 


ſtanding Monument of his Brother's Prudence, or ra- 
= ther of his Fol, who perhaps conſumed the grea 
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*- Pais, 1ſt of the 8th Moon, 


= Part of his Efate in that coſtly Fabrick: Whereas 
among. all his Science,; had he but learn'd to Know 
XX HimsELF, an humble convenient Cottage would 
have ſerv'd his Neceſſities, during this fort Life, and 
ſo he might have avoided the Szroke of Envy. 


J tell thee, my Friend, I cannot build Altars to 
Fortune, nor adore the external Pageantry of the 


= Rich and great. I equally hate to be flatter'd my 
ſelf, is thoſe who invite their Friends to ſolemnize 
= their Birth-Day. 


Yet in thus contemning external Honour, I do the 
greateſt Reverence to myſelf, whilſt I preſerve my 


"T8 Rear free from being violated or prophan'd by 


voliſh Cuſtoms. 


of the Year 1654. 
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LET TEX VI. 


To the Selectar-Aga, or Sword-bearer, b 


to the Grand Seignior. 


JoOmetimes we ſeem to be aſleep here in this City 
for want of News. But of Las we have been 
rouz'd by Poſt upon Poſt: Some bringin 3 
of the Surrender of Stenay to the Fench ing; 
others of the Revolt of Barcelona from the Spaniards. 
But that which is of freſheſt Date, and for which all the 
Streets of Paris are this Night illuminated with Bone- 
fires, is the Relief of Arras, where the French have ob 
tain'd a glorious Victory. The Number of the Dead is 
not yet known, but ſaid to be very great. And 'tis 
certain the Victors have taken above Seven Thou- 
ſand Priſoners, fixty Connon, five thouſand Waggons, 
an equal Number of Horſes, with all the Plate and 
rich Furniture of the Prnce of Conde, Arch-Duke 
Leopold, Francis of Lorrain, and the other Grandees 
of the Span; Army. In fine, the French are Maſters 
of the Town, and of the Field, and all Flanders ap- 
pears now too little to hold 'em. 

Theſe continual Succeſſes redound much to the 
Eſtabliſhment of Cardinal Mazarini, who now ſeems 
above the Stroke of Misfortune or Malice. Yet 
no Man can call himſelf happy till the. Hour of 
his Death, which alone releaſes us from all human 
Miſeries. | 

Some Days ago, I received a Letter from Nathan 
Ben Saddi, which informs me of the Death of the 
Roman King, and of. ſeveral Prodigies which were 
ſeen before, and about the Time of his Departure. 

When he was firſt taken ſick, there aroſe a vio- 


lent Tempeſt of Wind, which blew down the _ 
rom 
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from one of their Churches. After this, followed 


: Ja terrible Earthquake that ſhook the whole City, 


threatning to remove its Foundations. Moreover, 


an old Eagle, a Domeſtick of the Imperial Palace, 
and that had liv'd there many years, took Wing 


the Day before the King's Sickneſs, and flew quite 


; 3 away. Then the Bells of the /--perial/ Chapel rung 
= thrice, of their own accord, in the Space of twelve 


Hours, Thus far the Fewws aſſure me is true. here 


are additional Reports of ſtrange Apparitions lat 


were ſeen about Vienna during the Sickneſs ot nis 
Prince, as of a Funeral Proceſſion after Midnight, 


WS through the Courts of the Palace; and of a Shower 

of warm Blood that fell at Noon-day in the Streets of 
WT that City. But theſe I have only from the Mouth of 
common Fame, which, thou knoweſt does not always 
ſpeak truth. | i 


I deſire thee and all the Mini ters, to make Di- 


ſtinction between thoſe Paſſages which 1 aſcertain, 
and the doubtful Relations of the Multitude. In 
WS theſe Caſes, Men are prone to Superſtition, and love 
do be the Authors of portentous News. But thou 
& may'ſt believe what the Few relates; for he never 
affects to be fabulous. 


'Twould tempt one to aſk, What ftrange hidden 
Power produces thoſe unuſual Signs? Whether we 


* Mortals are under the Cuſtody of Inviſible Beings, 


who teach the Elements and other Creatures to utter 


| the future Events of Fate? Or whether all theſe 


Things which appear ſo ſtrange and ſurpriſing, be 


not mere Caſualties ; Accidents of Nature happening 


of courſe, and only made remarkable by their tim- 


, ing ; Who knows but that the voluntary Rin ing 
0 


the Bells, might proceed from the Motion of the 


5 Tower where they hung, during the Earthquake? 
Or, why need we wonder, that a Cr or a Cre- 


cent ſhould be blown down from the Top of a high 
linaret, by a violent Tempeſt of Wind? 


Theſe 
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Theſe Things appear to me as natural, as for the 
Rain to lodge all the Corn in the Fields; or for a 
Storm to tear up Trees by the Roots, overturn 
Houſes, and commit a Fhouſand other Violences. 
Neither do I perceive any Thing worth Admiration 
in the Flight of the Eagle. Perhaps ſome Royal Ca- 
price ſprung in the Head of that Xing of Birds, 
which he ne'er felt before. There's nothing of 
Prodigy in all this, but only becauſe it happen'd at 
ſuch a critical Juncture. Had it been at another Time, 
no Body, perhaps, would have taken notice of it, any 
more than they do of Earthquakes at Naples, which 
are common in that Country, where the Earth is very 
hollow, being made ſo by Veins of continual burning 
Sulphur. They have felt ſeveral in that Kingdom 
within theſe two Moons, as alſo at Rome; but no 
great Hurt has been done. 30 

Nathan informs me alſo, That the Venetian Am- 
baſſador at Vienna, has diſtributed great Sums of 
Money, in token of his Joy, for the late Victory 
that Republick obtained againſt the Muſ/ulmans. This 
appears to me a real Prodigy, That the Ottomans who 
are invincible by Land, yet ftill come off with 
Loſs at Sea. | * ( 

Queen Chriſtiana of Sweden is expected here e'er 
long. She came to Antwerp in the Habit of a Man, 
which occaſions variety of Cenſures. The French 
call her, the Learned Amazon, ſhe being well vers'd 
in many Languages and Sciences. They extol her 
Virtues and Perfections, ſtiling her the Phenix of 
this Age. All the Weſtern Na zarenes are devout Ad- 
mirers of Women: And one of their famous Sage, 
whom they call Henry Cornelius Agrippa, wrote a ſe- 
le& Treatiſe in Praiſe of that Sex; wherein he endea- 
vours to prove, That they are more excellent and no- 
ble Creatures than Men. But he would find few Pro- 
ſelytes in the Zaſt. 
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1 Tis certain, there have been very famous Wo- 
a men in all Ages, and it would be Envy in Men to 
n WY {ny them their due Praiſe. Such was Dido, Queen 
„of arthage, the Roman Lucretia, the Sybils, Theana, 
U Pythagoras Wife, with his Daughter Dama, Sap- 


bpbo the Poereſs, with innumerable others, both of 
Fa and Weſt, renown'd for their Vertue, Learning. 
or Valour in the Wars. But it does not follow, that 
they therefore ſurpaſs Men. | 

= Let us keep the Rank in which Gop and Natare 
have placed us, without being churliſh or effeminate. - 
And this is the beſt Way to get and retain the Eſteem 
Jof that nice Sex, who hate a Clown, and deſpiſe a 
Coward. 


1 Paris, 30th of the 8th Moon, 
5 of the Year 1654. 


— — _—T 


———— 0 


LETTER VII. 


n Peſteli Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of 
5 the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 


er 
Fi | HOU art he to whom I can unmask : With 
d others I converſe (like our Women in 72. 


3 try under a Veil. When I write to the Grandees of 
e Porte, tis neceſſary for me to diſſemble many 


E Things; and to feign ſome, that I may be credited 
: in others, and not be ſuſpected in all. But with 
2 thee I uſe no Artifice or Diſguiſe: Thou haſt a 
* kind of natural Right to my ſecret Thought, be- 


yond the Claim of a Brother. I owe thee an entire 
Confidence on the Score of Friendſhip; and I ſeem 
to wrong my ſelf when I conceal my Sentiments 
rom thee. For, beſides the Tie of Blood, we were 
Yartners together in the 8 of Vouth; and 

the 


4 R , Pots tal J N 4 WW : _ 
f : . wa j A 9 4 12 
ONE GERT... n „ 


PT ——— — — — — 


26 LETTERS Vrit by Vol. V. 


the mutual good Offices that paſs'd between us, fal. 
tened our Affections with ſtronger Bands than 
thoſe of our Birth. Nor were we ſo unhappy -as 
to ſuffer the little youthful Emulations, which are 
common between Sons of the ſame Mother, to ſti fle 
the more ſolid and generous Efforts of real Love. 
Our Friendſhip grew up with our Years, cemented 
by Intereſt as well as Affection; and I eſteem Peſti- 
li, but my ſelf in another Figure. If thou haſt the 
ſame Regard to me, I am happy. Let us continue 
to cheriſh this noble Paſſion : The leaſt Coldneſs or 
Reſerve now would appear to me more hateful than a 
Divorce, more terrible than Death. 

Tis but reaſonable, that among the many Services 
our great Maſter claims at our hands, we ſhould 
employ ſome of our Time and Care on ourſelves. We 
owe the Su/tan much, but beth He and We owe 
Nature more, without whoſe Bounty and Pro- 
vidence, We had never had the Honour, nor He the 
Profit of our being in his Debt. He is more deeply 
engag'd in Fortune's Tally than We; but in the Ac- 
compts of Nature we are all equal. She is the 
univerſal Creditor of Mankind. We are indebted 
to her for all we have ; yet, methinks, nothing ſo 
much enhances our Score, as the ill Menage of 
Time. In that we ſtill run in Arrears, whilft the 
hafty Minutes poſt forward, never to be revok'd ; 
and yet we neither lay hold on 'em in their Flight, 
nor ſo much as imprint on any of them, the. leaſt 
tranſient Mark of Vertue and Wiſdom. Thus our 
Lives ſlide away without Profit, till the laſt Sand tells 
us, We are Bankrupts ; Nature will not truſt us 
cuith a Moment longer. | 

*Tis Time therefore, dear Brother, for thee and 
me to look about us; and ſince, tis impaſſible for 
us to make a fall Payment, let us at leaſt compound 
with Nature, and getting an Acquittance for what 1: 
paſt and irrecoverable, let ns be ſure to cancel the 
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emaining Part of the Score, by a wiſe improve- 


ment of every Minute. 


Think not that Mahmut is perſuading thee to 


turn Derwviſe, or to beſtow all thy Time in Prayers. 


Such rigorous Devotion is not conſiſtent with the 
Life of a Man in thy Station. But permit me, dear 
Peſgeli, to counſel thee not to build Altars to For- 
tune, and conſecrate all thy vacant Hours to her 


= 


Y not only at the polemick 
TE alſo at Plays of Ha 


Service. I am told, thou art grown a great Cameſter, 

Fraverſes of Che/5, but 
azards : The former of the two is 
the moſt Innocent, yet *tis too intricate and puz- 
zling, deſerves the Name of Buſineſs rather than of 
Recreation : It commits a Rape on the Mind, 
whilſt it requires as much Attention and Abſtract- 
edneſs of Thought, as would deſerve to trace out 
the Conduct of a Battle or a Siege. But the latter 
have a far worſe Influence on our Paſſions, by ex- 
citing us to immoderate Deſire, Hope, Joy, and 
Grief for mere Trifles, the uncertain Products of 
Chance. Therefore are they forbidden by our ho/y 
Prophet. And, tis not to be number'd among the 
Commendations of a Mu//ulman, to be dextrous at 
managing the Cards and Dice. 

When thou art diſpos'd to unbend thy mind, I 
would rather counſel thee to uſe ſome healthful 
Exerciſe ; ſuch as may ventilate thy melancholy 
Blood. Our Fathers were wont at tuch Times to 
divert themſelves with Bows and Arrows, Hunting, 
Wreſtling, and the like manly Paſtimes ; thus making 
their private Recreations ſubſervient to the Public k, 
whilſt they ſported themſelves into the Diſcipline 
of War, and inured their Bodies to Labour even 
at thoſe Hours when their Minds ſought Reſt. 

What | tho Clanaius Cæſar devoted himſelf to 
Gaming with Dice, and wrote a Book in Praiſe of his 
F olly. hat ! tho” Domitian the Emperor, and Theo- 
derick, King of the Gorbs, ſpent whole Nights and 


C2 Days 


-. 
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Days in this unprofitable Play? Thou haſt not read 
or heard of ſuch Examples among the renowned 
Sons of Ottoman. Our Glorious Sultans were never 
vacant to theſe Fooleries. And if they had, their 
Practices cannot juſtify a Subject's Imitation. Nei- 
ther wouldſt thou be ſo in Love with Gaming, 
didſt thou conſider what unhappy Deſtinies have 
commonly attended the Votaries of Fortune. Whole 
Eſtates have been ſquander'd away at Dice in a 
Night, Families ruin'd, and the Gameſter himſelf 
impriſoned in the Morning. He that Yeſterday was 
Maſter of great Poſſeſſions, and a Companion for 
Princes, by the Effects of this accurſed Vanity, has 
bereav'd himſelf of All, and is To-day become the 
Scorn of Beggars. 

The Chine/e are ſo bewitch'd with Love of Gam- 
ing, that when they have loſt all their Stakes, they 


pawn themſelves, their Wives and Children; which 


if the Fortune of the Dice turn againſt them, become 
all Bond-ſlaves to the Winner. Here is a Derwiſe in 
this City of the Order of the Feſuits, who lately 
came from China. Among other learned Men, I 
{ſometimes converſe with him. He relates many 
pretty Paſſages of that People, but one is Tragical, 
whereof he himſelf was an Eye-Witneſs. 

He ſaye, That in the Province of Queintong, a cer- 


tain Nobleman who had ſerv'd in the Wars, and ac- 


quir'd great Fame and Honour, was envied by one 
of his Neighbours who likewiſe had been a Captain, 
and much in Favour at the Court. Their Emulations 
carried em to many ill Offices, and at laſt to open 
Defiance. The Emperor being made ſenſible of the 
Hatred that was between theſe two Officers, and be- 
ing unwilling their Fury ſhould n them 


to the Ruin of each other became himſelf an Arbi- 


trator of their Quarrel; laying his Commands on 
em, to embrace and eat together, which is an aſſured 
Token of Reconciliation and Friendſhip in that 

2 Country. 
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Country. They obey'd the Will of their Sovereign. 
XZ But fitting up late one Night at Dice, it was the 
Captain's ill Fortune to lole all he had to the Nob/e- 
man. Mad at his unlucky Chance, and in Hopes 
to retrieve his Loſs, he ſends for his Wife and three 
& young Sons, who with himſelf he pawn'd to the No- 


bleman for a conſiderable Sum of Money, and fell 
afreſh to play : But Fate was his Enemy; he loſt All. 
Whereupon in Deſpair he ſtabs his Wife and three 
Children, and laſtly falls on his own Sword; glory- 
ing, that heand his Family ſhould thus eſcape a hated 
Captivity to his old Enemy. 

Tell me, dear Pefteli, hadſt thou ſeen this Tragedy, 
would it not have made thee reſolve againit Gam- 
ing during thy Life? Aſſuredly, our Holy Prophet 
frowns from his Paradiſe on thoſe who violate his 
Laws, He knew our Paſſions, and which were 
the moſt dangerous ; therefore he prohibited ſuch 
Things as are moſt likely to betray us to Violence, 
and an incurable Diſorder. If thou wilt acquit thy 
ſelf a good Muſſulman, thou muſt not leap over theſe 
Prohibitions, accounting them ſmall and indifferent 
Trifles. Remember the ſaying of the Holy Doctor, 
and Leader of the Muſſulman Armies, the chaſte O/* 
man, A little ſpark awill ſet a whole City on Fire. And 
the Roman Satyrift has obſerv'd, That no Man be- 
comes wicked all at once, Think then with thy ſelf, 
tis for this Reaſon the Meſenger of Gop has forbid 
Gaming to the true Faithful, not as a Thing in it 
ſelf naturally Evil, but only morally, ſo as it is a Step 
to the greateſt Vices. For whilſt we captivate ourſelves 
to Chance, we loſe our Authority over our Paſſions. 
We ſtand or fall at the uncertain Caſt of the Dice. We 
areSlaves to the feebleſt Wiſhes; which if they ſucceed 
not, we gow Furious, Profligate and Impious. Ba- 
niſhing all Prudence, Temperance and ſuſtice, we 
become Impudent, and fit for the blackeſt Crimes. 
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Take not in ill Part the wholeſome Admonition of a 
Brother, who manifeſts his Love in thus reproving thee 
without Flattery, Uſe the ſame Freedom when thou 
heareſt I am guilty of any annecęſſary Vice: For the 
publick Service turns ſome Vices into Virtues, 


Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year, 1654. 


LETTER VIII. 


To the Reis Effendi Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire 


Believe thou haſt a Mind to try my Temper, to 

make an Experiment upon me, and ſee whether 
I'm Proof _—_ thy Anger: Elſe, why ſhould Ke- 
nan Baſſa's Buſineis be reviv'd again, after it had been 
bury'd above theſe four Years ? I examine not what 
mighty Intereſt thou haſt in that Officer, that thou 
afreſh eſpouſeſt his old Quarrel, as if *twere thy own. 


Thy Affairs are beſt known to thyſelf, But let me 


tell thee, *twill not redound much to thy Credit to 
be found Partial. I honour thee with all the Devoir 
that is due to a Miniſter in thy Station, and with 
ſomething more, for the Eſteem a Man has for his 
Friend, is ſingular and beyond Ceremonies : But 
ſtill he owes ſome Regard to himſelf. Self-preſerva- 
tion is rooted in the Center of our Nature ; and few 
will be knowingly Complaiſant to their Ruin. I am 
puzzled what to think, or how to write, thy laſt Let- 
ter has put me into ſuch a Hurly-burly. A thou- 
ſand Imaginations, like W hirlwinds, tear up my moſt 
ſolid Thoughts by the Roots. I'm jn as wild a 
Condition as a Man in an Earthquake, leaping this 
Way and that Way, yet knows not where to fix his 
Foot in Safety. | 5 
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If I perſevere in calling thee Friend, perhaps thou 
wilt accuſe me of Preſumption. If I change my Stile, 
and ſuppoſe thee under another Character, Ingratitude 
will be laid to my Charge. To vindicate my Actions, 
will be interpreted Obſtinacy; and to own myſelf 
in the Fault, will be counted Weakneſs : Nay, 
all the World will call me Fool in condemning 
myſelf for Things whereof I never was Guilty, 
What ſhall I do in this Caſe? I am naturally 
Thoughtfal and Melancholy. The Words that 
ſpring from Reſentment, cleave faſt to my Mind, 
and breed a thouſand Inferences. My buſy Appre- 
henſion extracts Menaces out of the moſt artificial 
Expreſſions. I look on myſelf as mark'd out for a 
Sacrifice one Time or other. The Will of Deſtiny 
be done, early or late : I will not go out of my Road 
to avoid it : Since it is but ill Huſbandry of Time, to 
borrow it from the ineffable Joys of Paradiſe, to 
_— ly a few Days or Years of a miſerable Life on 
art. he "th 
As for the Treaſurer and the reſt of my Accuſers, let 
them know, that I will perſevere in doing my Duty to 
the Grand Seignior, without warping to the right. 
hand, or to the left, for Fear or Favour. 

But if my Private Agency in theſe Parts meets with 
Rubs and Checks for want of Money, let the Blame 
reſt on thoſe whoſe Charge is to ſupply me with 
what is neceſſary for a Man in my Station: For 
henceforward, Mahmut will be reproach'd no more 
for demanding his Penſion. 

Think not tis an eaſy Thing for a Man to be al- 
ways a Counterfeit, and never to have his Mind un- 
bent; to act two contrary Parts at the ſame Time, to 
be True and Falſe; a Muſulman and Servant of the 
Grand Seignior in Reality ; a Chriſtian and Subje of 
France in Appearance. My Soul is perpetually ſtretch- 
ed upon the Rack of watchful Thoughts and buſi 
Invention, leſt by ſome improvident Word or Deed, 
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my Diſguiſe ſhould fall off, and I appear in my naked 


Colours. 

"Tis but Reaſon, therefore, that whilſt this vaſt 
gollicitude takes up all my Faculties, the Care of my 
Subſtance ſhould reſt on thoſe who employ me. Let 
not the Miniſters of the benign Porte be peevith at me 
v.ithout a Cauſe : For I imprecate, ſerene Grandce, 
that Gop would fplit my Soul into Ten "Thouſand 
immortal Splinters, if ever I betray my Truſt. But 
reedleſs Suſpicion would tempt a Man to Trea- 
chery. 


Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 165 4. 


— —— — 


LETTERBRN HK. 
To the Venerable Mufti, 


H E Pope has been fick for a conſiderable time, 

and *tis now ſtrongly reported, he is dead. 

They talk of an Expre/5 that is come to the Chancel- 
lor of France, to certify him of it, and to conſult 


about the next Eledtion. But this is not credited here; 


being only look'd upon as a Roman or Spaniſh Arti- 
fice, to {ound the Inclinations of this Court before- 
hand, that ſo they may be able to countermine the 
French Intereſt, when the Pope ſhall really die. And 
tis not expected he ſhould live long, being of a great 
Age, and worn out with Cares and Sickneſs. 

"Tis certain he has made his Vill, wherein two 
Millions of Gold are given to the Treaſury, founded 
by his Predeceſſors, to Live the Church in its extreme 
Neceſſities. But 'tis a Thouſand to One if ſome fu- 
ture Pontiff, ſucceeding in that Chair, do not, in his 
unerring Judgment, interpret his own perſonal Oc- 
caſions, or thoſe of his Nephews, to be the extreme 

Ne- 
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Neceſſities of the Church; and then, all this huge 
Maſs of Wealth is infallibly gone. 

He has likewiſe bequeathed large Legacies to his 
Siſter- in- Laab, whom they call Donna Olympia, and to 
others of his Relations and Creatures. And ' tis thought, 
this Lady will more than doubly pay herſelf having 
tne Management of all his Affairs. Indeed, during his 
Reign, It may be ſaid the whole Roman Church was 
govern'd by a Woman : For this Prelate would never 
do any thing without her Advice. 

She was born of an obſcure Family, but is a high 
Spirit, ambitious of Rule, and a Perſon of great Abili- 
ties: Extremely Covetous and Subtle ; turning and 
winding all Events to her own Profit. All Preferments 
were at her Diſpoſal : She ſold Bifopricks, Abbies, 
and other E page cheer) Dignities at her own Rates, 
and to whom ſhe pleas'd. In fine, whoſoever had any 
Buſineſs with the Pope, made their Addreſſes to her. By 
which means ſhe has heap'd together a prodigious 
Treaſure, and is efteem*d the richeſt Lady in Eu- 
rope. Tis thought ſhe would have fold even the 
Pope and Rome itſelf, the Capital Seat of the Chri- 


ian Empire, rather than refus'd a proportionate Offer 


of Gold, could ſhe have meet with a Chapman to 
her Mind. This would have been a Merchandiſe 
fit for the Grand Seignior, were it not reſerv'd as a 


Prize for the Victorious Arms deſtin'd to conquer all 


Things. 

The French ſeem mightily concern'd for the Tra- 
gedies ated in Poland by the Muſcovites, is af- 
firm'd that they have taken the Town of Vitehſee 
by Storm (putting Men, Women and Children to 
the Sword) with divers other Cities and Places of 
Strength: And that they have laid in Aſhes all the 
Town and Villages round about Smolenſeo ; ſo that 
there is nothing to be feen but Ruin and Deſolation 


for above a hundred Miles round that City; which 


alſo is now cloſely . the Forces of the * 
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If theſe Northern | Infidels go on, and make ſuch 


bloody Work wherever they come, they will in a 
ſhort 'Time, over-run and diſpeople all Europe. But 
'tis to be hoped the Tartars, who are lately enter'd 
into a League with Poland, will put a ſtop to the 
cruel Victories of the Muſcovites, and chaſtiſe the 
Treaſon of the Coſ/acks, who join with them contrary 
to their Faith given to the King of Poland. 

They ſay, four Grandees of Tartary are arrived 


as Hoſtages at Warſaw, and as many Lords of Poland 


| 
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are {ent on the ſame Errand to the Court of the Cham; .* 


who, as a farther Evidence of his Integrity, has re- 
leas'd all the Poliſß Captives in his Dominions, and 


ſent the Ambaſſadors of the Coſſacks home, without 


their Noſes and Ears, as a Mark of his irceconcile- 
able Indignation at their Infidelity. : 

In the mean while, I am extremely afflicted to 
hear of our continual Loſſes by Sea. They ſay here, 
that above fix thouſand Muſſulmans were killed in 
the late Fight in the He/lefpont ; and that we have 


Toft fixteen Gallies, beſides Ships of Var. That 


Element one would conclude, is fatal to the Oztoman 
Empire. Neither have we had much better Succeſs 


by Land this Campaign. Yet Chuſaein the Vixier 


Azem, and General in Candia, has perform'd very 
Heroick Things. To ſpeak 1 gots y, and give due 
Honour to our Enemies, the Malteſes, Venetians and 
French, have not been wanting in any Point of Bra- 
very. Which alſo redounds to the greater Honour 


of the Maſ/ulmans, in that they draw their Sword 4 N 


againſt the Flower of Chriſtendom, and not againſt 


Owls and Pigmies. Such are the Perfians, when we 


encounter em; for either they dare not endure the i 


Luſtre, and ſtand the Brunt of our invincible Arms; 
or if they do, they ſink under the firſt Shock. 
When I name thoſe Hereticks, I ſpit on the Ground 
in Deteſtation of their Errors: For they are worſe 
than the Zindick and Giafers. I have more * 
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for a Chriſtian or a Few, than I have for theſe Ver- 
min of the Land. In fine, I wiſh they were extir- 
1 * from the Earth; and that they may after this 

ife, be either metamorphos'd into Hogs, which 
Creature thou knoweſt, is an Abomination to all 
good Men and Angels, (and they already reſemble 
it in their Uncleanneſs) or elſe that they may become 
the Aſſes of the Fews in Hell, to carry their Burthens 
for a thouſand Ages. 


Paris, 17th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


mn 


** 


LTI. 


To Peſteli-Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of | 
_ the Grand Seignior*s Cuſtom. . 


HE Gop of our Father; grant thee as much Joy 
every Minute of thy Life, as J feel at this In- 
ſtant. Wilt thou know the Occafion of this unuſual 
Tranſport? I hardly believe myſelf, when I tell thee 
of an Adventure,the moſt ſurprizing that ever happen- - 
ed to me ſince my Arrival in this City. And perhaps 
thou wilt think I romance in relating it : But affure 
thyſelf, that of a Truth Oucomiche our Mother is at 
this Time in Paris, with our Couſin Touf. 

May a thouſand ſoft Paſſions thrill thy Heart, 
when thou readeſt this News, as they did mine, 
when at my Chamber Door I firſt ſaw and knew the 
Face of her that bare me, after I had given her 
over for Dead long ago; for I had heard no Tidings 
of her theſe eleven Years. Good God ! ſo ſtrange 
and unexpected a Sight, had almoſt diſmantled my 
Senſes, thoſe Out-works of the Soul. For a-while 
I ſtood ſill, aſtoniſh'd and trembling with Eeſtaſie, 
I was not preſently fatisfy'd, whether I beheld a 

| C6 Mortal 
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Mortal or the Ghoſt of one: For they ſay theſe ap- 
pear in the ſame Forms as they bore when alive. Nei- 
ther Age nor Travel, with all other Infirmities and 
Croſſes of human Life, had ſo alter'd her Complexion, 
but that I eaſily diſcern'd manifeſt Features, Linea- 
ments, and Air of my Mother. I conclude therefore, 
it muſt be She, or her Apparition, if there be any 
ſuch Things. 

Theſe were my firſt Thoughts, in that Waking 
Trance : But her Voice and Addreſs ſoon put me out 
of Doubt; when impatient to ſee me ſtand like one 
Thunder- truck, the ran to me with open Arms and 
Tears of Joy in her Eyes, crying out with a Tone and 
Affection peculiar to Women, Art thou alive, my Son 
Mahmut ? Do theſe Eyes ſee the?, or am I in a 
Dream? 

For my Part I was as much upon the Rapture as ſhe, 
and hardly knew how to deport myſelf, or what to 
ſay or do. Yet the Fear I was in, left ſome body in 
the Houſe ſhould over-hear us, and make ill Conſe- 
2 of this paſſionate Interview, taught me a 

eſſon of Moderation and Prudence. Wherefore 1 
beckon'd to her to ſuppreſs her Paſſions, and converſe 
by Signs, as the Cuſtom is at the Myſterious Porte. 
Thoſe filent Expreſſions of our mutual Love, Joy, and 
Admiration, were not leſs ſignificant, becauſe not 
cloath'd in Words. Thou knoweſt there's Net 
enough in this mute Language. And I was jealous of 
Words, leſt ſome inquiſitive Soul might underſtand us, 
though we convers'd in Arabick. 

After our firſt Endearments and Tenderneſſes were 
over, in which my Couſin Je alſo had his Share, 


(for we were all reciprocally overjoy'd to ſee one 


another in this Neſt of Infide/s) I began to conſult 
the Safety of us all three, in providing convenient 
Lodgings for my Mother and Kinſman. In order 
to this we made a Viſit to Eliachim the Few, who 
entertain'd us at a Banquet, after the Faſhion 2 
| a 
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ap. Ea. We adviſed with that honeſt Hebrew about our 
c!- Affairs, I having made frequent and ſufficient Proof of 
nd nis Fidelity and Friendſhip. In fine he took them both 


on, into his Houſe, under the Notion of Greeks, his Ac- 
ea. 8 quaintance z judging this the ſecureſt Way to prevent 
re, any Diſcovery, or even the leaſt Suſpicion of our 
ny 3 Circumſtances. They have continued there theſe five 


Days, and their Character has not been queſtion'd by 
nz any. I viſit em daily, and we paſs away many Hours 


Greeks, Armenians, Franks, and ſome Muſſulmans at 
Conſtantinople, who had ſeen many Foreign Countries 
both in the Ea, and Weſt. 

The Relations they made of the Curioſities they 
had ſeen, and of their own Adventures, fir'd his 
youthful Blood, and he form'd a Reſolution to de- 
part with the firſt Convenience from Conſtantinople, 
and viſit all the Regions in the World, if his Life and 
Health would hold out. I formerly acquainted thee, 
that he ſurvey'd the greateſt Part of Aa: Since 
which he ſet forth again; and having finiſhed his 
Travels in that Quarter of the World, he bent his 
Courle for Africk ; where he viſited Egypt, 1 

| 9 


out in recounting the different Adventures of our Lives, in 
ne diſcourſing of our Friends in Arabia, Greece, and other 
nd Parts of the World, and in concerting the beſt Me- 
nd 8 thods to ſerve one another, till Death ſhall divide us 
01 from ourſelves, as well as from our Friends, and rank 
a vs in the Lift of Inviſible Beings, whoſe State and 
WE Quality we know not. 

de, Well, but all this while, I believe thou art impatient 
to to know what Motive of their own, or Turn of For- 
in tune, drove them into ſo remote a Region as France, 
(e- a Country inhabited by none but Infadels? Shall I tell 
2 A} thee in a word? *Twas Love, on her Part, and the 
: I I Deſire of Novelty, on his. | 

rſc Our Kinſman Je, from his Childhood, felt pow- 

- = : , . 0 . f 

e. erful Inclinations to travel: Which encreas'd with his 
nd 8 Years, and were much heighten'd by his converſe with 
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bary, the Empire of Morocco and Fez ; with that of 
the Atbiopians, and many other Region, under the 
Torrid Zone, too tedious for me at this time to men- 
tion particularly, becauſe I write in haſte. Hereaſter 
I ſhall give thee a more particular Account of his Ob- 
ſervations, &c. Wherein thou wilt find, that J/ouf 
has not altogether loſt his Time. 

At length having ſatisfy'd himſelf with whatſoever 
he thought worthy to be ſeen and known in that 


Southern Trad, he parted from Fez with a Deſign to 


ſee Europe. Some Bills of Exchange cauſed him to 
take Grand Caire in his Way, where he encounter'd 
my Mother. She perceiving, that he would take 
Shipping directly for France, reſolv'd to lay hold on 
ſo favourable an Opportunity of ſeeing me once more 
before ſhe dyed. herefore imparting her Deſign 
to him, Jof offer'd her his utmoſt Service. And 


having ſettled her Affairs at Caire, and pack'd up 


her Money, Jewels and other Neceſſaries, they took 
the Road of Scanderoon, where they ſoon arriv'd ; and 


putting themſelves into the Habit of Greeks, J/uf 


alſo ſpeaking pretty well that Language, and the 
Lingua Franca, they bargain'd with the Maſter of: 
Veſtal then lying in the Harbour, and bound for 
Marſeilles, He took them on board, and under the 
Protection and Favour of Heaven, they arriv'd ſaſe 
at Marſeilles, and are now in this City. 

Yet amidit all the Pleaſure I conceive in the Pre- 
ſence of ſo near a Relation as a Mother, I am not 


without ſome Qualms of Fear, leſt ſome unfortunate Þ 


Occurrence ſhould diſcover her to be no Chriſtian 


For then, the Iſſue might prove dangerous both to 
her and me. 


As for 1ſouf, he deſigns to ery no longer in 1 
what is moſt re- 
markable in this City, and to ſatisfy the other Ende 


Paris, than to inform himſelf of 


of a Traveller. From hence, after he has viſited the 
chiefe Cities in France, he talks of Travelling 
| 1 into 
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of % into Flanders, Holland, Germany, Sxwedeland, and 
the the other Kingdoms of Europe. But for Spain or Por- 
len. 5 tugal he has no Thought; either out of Fear of the 


ſter * Inquiſition, Which is very ſevere in thoſe Countries; | 

Ob. or out of an Averſion to thoſe People who expell'd 

fouf the Moors, of which he relates very Tragical Stories, | 

= which they told him during his Reſidence at Morocco 1 

ver and Fez. Ina Word, he gives this Character of a | 

tha "XZ Spaniard, that he is a Mungrel, between a Man and | 

nt. ga Devil. He likes the Company of the French, in | 

1 to = Regard they converſe with a natural and unreſerv'd 4 

erde Freedom, which becomes them very well. But he | | 
ake has ſpoke with none but Travellers yet, who have 4 
1 on been otherwiſe employ'd, than in ſtudying the artifi- 1 
nore cial Diſguiſe of Courtiers. If he ſojourns the Space | 
ſign of three Moons in this Kingdom, he will find ſome of 1 
And the French as affected in their Way, as other People: '| 
3 up He will encounter with a new Sort of Frenchman in | 
took every Province. For France is a meer Gallimaufry, 
and made up of the Fragments and Remnants of other q 
Iſif, Nations. They differ alſo in their Language, as well 1 
the as in their Manners, one from another. So that the | 

of 2 RF Inhabitants of Gaſcoigne and Bretagne can hardly be { 
| for underſtood by thoſe of Paris and Bhis, with the | 
r the adjacent Parte. The Weſtern People are not cu- 

ſaſe rious in preſerving the Diale& of their Fathers, but 


every Age introduces a Change in their Speech: Nei- 
Pre- ther are they diligent in retaining their Genealogies. 


| not 8 Whereas in the Ea, thou knoweſt the Languages re- | 
nate main uncorrupted, the ſame now as they were two ö 
ian; thouſand Years ago, or from the Confufion of Babel. 
th two The ſame Care we Arabian, have of our Tribes and i 

P 1 Families. ' 
r in Son of my Mother, when thou readeſt the two en- 


t re- clos'd, and ſhalt ſee the very Hand- writing of the ; 
End dear Oucomichie, and Touf our Kinſman, let thy Heart li 
3 the de like the Valley of Amoim, fragrant as a Coors of {| 

3 5 ices 3 | 
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Spices : For then thy Eyes will convince thee, that 
what I write is Truth. | 


Paris, 22d of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


LETTER: AL 


To Adonai à Jew, Priſoner in the Tower 
of Nona at Rome, 


HIS comes to thee by the hand of a truſty 
Friend: Give entire Credence to his Inſtru- 
ctions. To ſay I'm ſorry to hear of thy Mis fortune, 
would but faintly expreſs my Paſſion : *Tis not eaſily 


deſcrib'd in Words: I am as melancholy as an Ante- 7 
lape, when the Sun's in conjuftion with Saturn. This 
is a fad ſort of a Beaſt, that will neither eat, drink, -” 


nor ſleep ; during that dull Aſpect. 


In Gop's Name, how cam'ſ thou to be ſo free with ; | : 
thy Tongue among the Romans ? Or what tempted F7 


thee to meddle with their Religion and Laws ? Was 


it not enough, that Thou, and all the Fexws, in that 4 0 


City, had Liberty to frequent your Synagogues, and 


there curſe the Chriſtians in antiquated Hebrew ? 


Muſt you needs rail at them in plain Italian too? And 
that over your Cups, when Men ought to be good- 
natur'd to all the World ? Of what Import is it to 
you, whether they be Idolaters or no, ſo long as 
they give you leave to adore One Gop, Creator of the 
Horlds ? Or, what fignifies it, if they are guilty of 
Ten Thouſand Injuſtices and Follies among them- 
ſelves, whilſt you live quietly under their Protection 
and Government? Adonai, I am aſham'd of the Im- 
morality of thoſe of thy Nation, I bluſh for your 
Fogratitude, Pride, and Malice. Surely if the Na- 
 &arenes did really believe what they profeſs, on 
Wou 
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would ſacrifice you all to the Ghz/? of their Meas, 
whom they ſay you Craucifi”d. They would not 
leave a Few living in Chri/tendom, but do their ut- 
moſt to exterminate you from the Earth. I ſpeak 
not this as my Wiſh ; but only to upbraid your Imper- 
tinence and Vanity, in thus fooliſhly provoking thoſe, 
with whoſe Permiſſion it is, that you live and enjoy 
the Elements. 

The Prophet Mo/es, your Laaugiwver, left you an- 
other Rule, a Leſſon of Civility, when he ſaid, J 
ſhall not blaſpheme the God's of the People. Had thou 
and thy Companions obey'd this Precept, ye might 
have been at Liberty : But 'tis bad falling into the 
Hands of the Inguiſition. However, I am glad to 
hear, that you are not tranſported to the Caſtle of 
St. Angelo; that would have been a tragical Re- 
move at this Juncture. But now, as I'm inform'd, 
not one of you is in Danger: For they fay, that 
all the Priſoners in Rome are by Cuſtom releaſed 
upon the Death of the Pope, except thoſe who are 
in that fatal Fortreſ. And 'tis generally ſuppoſed 
the good old Caliph is no long-liv'd Man For they 
never uſe to remove the Priſoners deſigned for Death, 
till the Phy/icians are paſt all hopes of the holy Fa- 
ther's Life. 

However, in regard there is no Certainty in hu- 
man Affairs, but a perpetual Change and Circula- 
tion of Events; leſt ſome unhappy turn of Fortune 
ſhould either now continue thy Reſtraint, or here- 
after bereave thee of thy Liberty, I ſend thee here 
enclos'd, a Receipt of a chymical Liquor, which may 
be of ſome Service to thee in all the ſtrongeſt Priſon 
on Earth. "Twas reveal'd to me by my Mother, who 
learn'd it of an Egyptian Artiſt at Caire. Deſpiſe it 
not, becauſe it comes from a Woman's Hand: For I 
have made an Experiment of it, and find it effectual. 
"Twill render Iron as brittle as Glaſs. Tis more 
powerful than the Water of the River Styx, which 

no 
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no Veſſel could hold, but the Hoof of a Mule. Aſter 
an Hour's Application, thou may'it make the thicket 
Bars, Chains and Bolts fly in a thouſaad Pieces, as 
if they were made of Porcelain. 

Thou wilt not wonder at this, when thou con- 
ſider'ſt the innumerable ſtrange Inventions of Men 
prying into the Secrets of Nature, and fortunate in 
their Searches. Above all, Chymi/try has brought to 
Light the greateſt Prodigies of Art and Knowledge. 
This myſterious Science, was the peculiar Boaſt of 
the primitive Egyptians, from whence all other N. 
tions learn'd it. And had not Maſes himſelf been in. 
ſtructed from his Youth in all the Learning of Egyyt, 
perhaps he would have been at a Loſs, when he cal- 
cin'd the golden Calf, and gave the Duſt to the / 
raelites to be mix'd in their Drink, as the only Expia- 
tion of their /do/atry. Doubtleſs, this Secret, among 
others, was tranſmitted down to thoſe Times, from 
Philemon the good rouge who was in the Number of 
them who eſcap'd the Flood in Noah's Ark, and whoſe 


Grandſon Maſar was the firſt King in Egypt after 


the Deluge. 4 
Philemon, the better to eſtabliſh the State of his 
Offipring, reveal'd to them many hidden Things: 
taught them the Hieroglyphicks of the Dgebel Pharan, ' 
or the Pyramids, with all the Myſteries of the 74% 


mans, and the chymical Preparations of Moncatan; 
the forcible Waters and Eſſences, Powders and 
other Ingredients, by which they made marble a; 
pliable as Wax or Clay. Theſe Things he had learn d 


of thoſe who periſh'd in the Flood: He retain'd the RH 
Wiſdom of the Ancients, his Coevals and Predeceſſort:: 


wap en, | the Rudiments of ſo profound a Knowledge 
to his 


oſterity as an invaluable Treaſure, of which I 


they could never be robb'd. Thus Science became 8 
hereditary to the Coptites, who bear that Name from 
Coptim, the Son of Maſar, the firſt King of Egytt, * 
ſince the Rainbow appear'd in the Clouds, And 

"twat 
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etwas from one of that Race, my Mother learn'd that 
= admirable Secret. | 
Truſt not to Words, .but try the Experiment. 

The Receipt will give thee all neceſſary Directions: 
„vet !] counſel thee not to be big with it, like him 
n Who having found out the Art of making Glaſs mal- 
n = leable, or fit to be beat by the Hammer into any Shape 
o 


ws ay =< 


or Figure, as the Silver-ſmiths work their Metal, muſt 
needs go and diſcover his Secret to the Prince, expect - 


1 ing a great Reward: When on the contrary he loſt his 
Head on the Spot; the Prince thinking it great In- 
Jjuſtice, that ſo many thouſand People as got their Bread 


by making of common Glaſſes, ſhould be all ruin'd, 
to promote one Man's Profit and Advantage. 

n fine, uſe this Secret to ſerve thyſelf, or the 
Cauſe thou art ingaged in: But truſt it not to ano- 
ther, unleſs on the ſame equal Terms as I commit 
it to thee, wherein the greater Hazard is thine in di- 
vulging it. | 


Paris, 15th of the 1/8 Moon 
of the Year 165 4 g 


LETTER XII. 


2 To Mehemet, once an Eunuch Page is 
= the Seraglio, but now an Exile in 
Egypt, at Grand Caire. 


WY HEN I firſt heard of thy Baniſhment from 
h "8 the Imperial Palace and City, think not that 
ne I kwas ſad, or entertain'd the uſual Sentiments of a 
m Friend, on ſuch Occaſions. No,.I tell thee on the 
t, Xx contrary, I rejoic'd (yet not with the Joy of an 
1d Enemy) at that ſeeming. Misſortune, as knowing ic 
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has deliver'd thee from a real One, in which, accord- 
ing to my Preſages, all the Attendance of thy Miſtreſi, 
the old Queen, were ſoon after involy'd. 

Thou art oblig'd to Bacchus, for that fortunate 
Calamity ; which tho! it for a while eclipſe thy Ho- 
nour, yet was the only means to ſave thy life. 

When I formerly ſent thee an Account of my 
Impriſonment here, and how. I was regal'd by my 
Keeper at a Banquet of Wine ; when in that Letter I 
— fin the Advocate for the Juice of the Grape, I 

ittle thought that thou would'ſt ever make an Ex- 
periment of that Bug-bear Liquor. Though I know 
*tis common, even in the Seraglio, to drink Wine 
— and Chaſe away Melancholly, the conſtant 
amiliar of Reſtraint and Servitude, with generous 
Compotations. | 

I am noStranger to the counterfeit Sickneſs of thoſe, 
who, for the ſake of this ſtolen Mirth, put them- 
ſelves into the 1»firmary, that they may there carouſe 
with Freedom, and drinkHealths to the Grand Seig- 
nior without Suſpicion. 

Were it not for the convenient Situation of that 
Apartment, and the Favour of the Boſtangi's, no 
Wine could find admittance into the Seraglio, ſave 
what is for the Grand Seignior's Uſe. But now his 
Slaves drink it as merrily as Ve: And I am notſorry 
that thou art one of the Number. *Tis a ground- 
leſs Superſtition to refufe the Gift of Divine Libe- 
rality, and deny ourſelves the Uſe of that Plant, 
which was made to cheer the Hearts of Mortals. 
Nay, our holy Traditions themſelves, and all our Do. 
tors tacitly own, that the Vine is allowable, and 
that it was ſay'd among the reſt of the Vegetables, by 
Neah in the Ark: And that holy Prophet curs'd the 
Dewil for ſtealing it away. Perhaps the Story will 
not be unpleaſant to thee. | 

When Gop commanded Noah, with his Compa- 
nions, to deſcend out of the 4r4 in Peace, they mu 

em 
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3 them Houſes, and began to exerciſe Hu/dandry : They 
ſow'd Corn, and the Seed of other Vegetables: They 


2 planted alſo all Sorts of Trees; but when they came 


to look for the Vine it could not be found. Then it 
2 was told Noah by the Angel, that the Devil had ſton 
* it away, as having ſome Right to it. Wherefore 
Noa cited the Devil to appear before the Angel, in 
the Name of Gop, to anſwer his Theft. The Angel 
* gave Judgment, that the Line ſhouid be divided be- 
> tween 'em into three Parts, whereof the Devi ſhould 
Z have Tue, and Noah One; to which both Parties con- 


— ſented: Whereby it is evident, that Man has ſome 
ſnare in the Juice of the Grape. For this was the 


Z Deciſion of Gabriel, that when Tao Thirds of the 
Liquor of this Fruit ſhould be evaporated away in 
* boiling over the Fire, the Kemainder ſhould be law- 
ful for Noah and his Poſterity to drink. And thou 
* knoweſt, we Muſ/ulmans generally obey this Law in 


preparing our Wine. 


Let the Devil therefore, in the Name of Gop, have 


mis ſhare in his tempting Fruit, and then there can 


> that which inebriates is 


be no Injuſtice in enjoying our own Part. For when 
eparated by Fire from the 
* reſt, this Liquor becomes pure, holy, and bleſſed. 
= This is the Sentence of the Ancients, the immediate 
Auditors of the Meſenger of Gop, as is to be ſeen in 
the Manuſcripts they left behind them; which, tho” 
they are rare and difficult to be met with, yet ſuch 
as diligently ſeek Wiſdom ſhall not loſe their Labour, 
Abu Becre Eb'n Mahumet has taken great Pains to 
collect the Memoirs of Antiquity, He was a learned 
Doctor among my Country men of the Houſe of Sulph, 
(may he reſt under the Umbrel/l/a's of Paradiſe.) 
From him I had this Relation. 

But tell me, my dear Mehemet, if thou knoweſt, 
how cam'| thou to be the only Man that had the 
good Fortune to be ſentenc'd to this happy Diſgrace ? 
Or, if thou art ignorant, I will tell thee. For it gp 
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the Reſt of the Company in that Night's Revel were 
diſcover'd as well as thou, yet eſcap'd all Cenſure. It 
looks, as if they were deſignedly reſerv'd for Victims, 
to a more inexorable Revenge. And the Event juſti- 
fies this Conjecture; ſince within the Circuit of the 
Moon, not only they, but all the ſurviving Creatures 
of the Sultana Kioſem, were ſtrangled. 

Therefore again, I pronounce thee Happy, and dou- 
bly bleſs'd in — an Exile, ſince thereby thou haſt 
eſcap'd the Hands of the Executioner, and art now 
living in Egype ; the moſt fortunate Region on Earth. 
Aſcribe this to thy propitious Deſtiny, and to the Fa- 
vour of Solyman Kyz/ir Aga : who foreſeeing the 
Slaughter that would be made of that old Duzer's 
Servants, took this Opportunity to accuſe thee to 
the Grand Seignior, that ſo he might ſave thy Life: 
For, twas at his Interceſſion, thou wert baniſh'd 
into this happy Province, which is call'd the Nz/e of 
all Nations. Improve thy Exile to the beſt Advan- 
tage, and from this Nur/e, ſuck the Mill of Science 
with which ſhe has formerly nouriſhed the whole 
Ea h. Be grateful alſo to thy Deliwerer; for he is 
a truſty Friend, and 5 where he once 

laces his Affection. He had a particular Kindneſs 
or thee. From him I received the News of thy 
Eſcape ; for that is the proper Name of thy Ba- 
niſhment. Pour forth devout Orai/ons for his Health 
and Happineſs, fince thou art in a Land, where the 
Prayers of Muſſulmans are as effectually heard at 
ſome particular Places, as if they were uttered at 
the Tomb of the Prophet. , 

I counſel thee to viſit the Pri/on of Foſeph, which 
is in the Dungeon of the Caſtle of Caire. This is a 
Place of great Devotion among the Faithful, and has 
been ſo in all Ages ſince the Death of that Patriarch. 
Moſes the Prop 
the Embraces of Gop, made his Prayers in this Place; 
and ſo did Aaron his Brother, when they pans 

| Ole 


et, of whom tis ſaid, that he died in 
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© thoſe Miracles in Eygypt. Jeſus the Son of Mary vi- 
© fited this place, both he and his mother (on whom 
are center d the Smiles of the Creator: They there 
perform'd their Devotions, when they fled from the 
© Perſecution of Herod. So did the Prophets and __ 
= /les, as many as were in Eygypt, with all true Belie- 
dert. Nay, ſome of the Infide/s themſelves, having 
*X heard of the Renown of this Sanduary, made their 
Aadreſſes to Heaven there, in Time of great Diſtreſs, 
For here Prayers are infallibly heard, eſpecially if 
they be ſaid after the Sur has travers'd the Meridian: 
V hen the wicked Dzmon:s are aſleep, who walk abroad 
till Noon, doing all the Miſchief they can. 
My Friend, when I think of the Region where 
thou art, I can hardly forbear envying thee. "Tis a 
= Land of Prodigies and Miracles. It is the Support of 
Mien, and the Grarary of the World : Thoſe who in- 
habit it, are full of Complacency and Joy; and thoſe 
who abandon it, burn with a perpetual Deſire to re- 
turn. Its Rivers are clear, and the Waters ſweet and 
| rich as Wine ; the Eye of Gop is upon it, who cauſes 
the Nile to flow at its accuſtomed Sza/or ; whence the 
Land is made fertil beyond all the Provinces on Earth: 
This Nile is one of the Rivers which Gop cauſed to 
deſcend from the Springs of Paradiſe, on the Wings 
of Gabriel ; and has hid the Place of its Deſcent, 
among the inacceſſible Heights of Mountains. 

There are many ſtrange Things related of the Land 
of A4/phtom, and how it was firſt manur'd by Zo/eph, 
being before his Time but a Fer or Marſb. The Story 
== alſo of Hagar, the Mother of all the 1/maelites, is not 

& unpleaſant ; thou wilt find it in the Cronicles of 
Egypt: For ſhe was an Egyptian, of the Family of the 
Coptites ; and was beſtowed on Sarah the Wife of 
our Father Ibrahim, by Charoba, the King of Egypt's 
Daughter. After ſhe was diſmiſs'd from her Lach, 
ſhe travell'd to Mecca ; from whence they ſent a D:/- 
patch to the King of Egypt, to acquaint him __ 
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her Affairs, and with the Birth of her Son 1/mael, 
imploring his Aſſiſtance, in regard ſhe was in a Land 
barren of all Things. Then the King of Egypt caus'd 
a Canal to be cut from the Nile, at the Foot of the 
Eaſtern Mountains of Egypt, to the Red Sea ; and ſent 
Veſſels laden with Corn, Fruits, and all manner of 
neceſſary Proviſions to Hagar. 

If thou addreſſeſt to the Feet of the Doctors, the ve- 
nerable Prelates of Caire, they will inform thee of more 
ſtrange Things than theſe. It is a noble Exerciſe, to 
contemplate the Kingdoms of the Heavens, and the 
Earth; to ſearch into their Wonders and Prodigies ; 
to trace the Footſteps of antiznt Nations, and the 
Traditions which know no Origin. 

Mehemet, I am an Exile as well as thou: Let us 
continue our former Friendſhip in this State, and do 
one another all the good Offices we can. As for the 
Misfortunes of human Life, let us bear them with an 
equal Mind; for they will ſoon have an End, as wel! 
as we ourſelves. 

May Gop, who in the Time of Gag and Mageg took 


up from the Earth the great Alcoran, and the Sheets of f 


Science; the black Stone, and the Shrine of Moſes, with 
the Five Rivers, have thee in his holy Protection and 
Cuſtody, at the Hour of Evil, and at all Times. 


Paris, 26th of the 1ft Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 
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LETTER: XML. 
To Kerker Haſſan Baſſa. 


HO U may'ſt report it to the Divan for a certain 

Truth, That the chief Mufti of the Chriſtians 

is dead: Which puts all the Courts in Europe upon 
new Strains of Policy. | 

He 


— — — 


=_ / 
- F 

2 C 
8 t 
LE 
8: 
0 


2 


Vol. V. a SPY at PARIS. 40 


1 lle was call'd Innocent X. after his Aſſum ption to 
the Papacy: For his true Name was Pamrpriliy. 
f But ſome fay it has been a Cuſtom for the Popes 
1 i to change their Names, ever ſince a certain Pr:e/ 
was lifted to that Dignity, which was call'd Bocca de 
Porco, or Hog's Face. He, aſham'd of this ignomi- 
nious Name, as ſoon as he ſate in the Chair of Peter, 
aſſum'd the Name of Sergius. Vet all his Succeffors 
have not obſerv'd that Rule. 
Theſe Popes have an Authority greater than our 
principal Mufti : For they are obey'd by Kings and 
= Emperors. And being eſteem'd little leſs than Gods 
on Earth, they are ſolemnly ador'd on the Day of 
= their Coronation, by all the Cardinals, Princes, Pre- 
© /ates, and foreign Ambaſſadors at that Time in Rome. 
And for that End they are ſeated on the Altar, which 
che Nazarenes call the Tabernacle and Habitation 
of their Gov. 
lf! miſtake not in my Obſervation, theſe Rowan 
Caliphs aſpire at a Sovereignty over all Kzn;s and 
Princes; They would make that which they call the 
8 /{/-rarchy, a ſuperlative independent Monarchy, to 
which all the Governments in the World ſhould 
pay Homage, and be ſubject. 

This puts me in mind of a certain Preacher at Na- 
les, who ſome Vears ago, when Adonai the Jeau was 
= that City, and happen'd to be preſent in the Church, 
eing made a very elaborate Speech to perſuade 
e People that the Pries were ſuperior to Kings; 
ac length he broke out into this paſhonate Fxclama- 
tion : “O ye Princes of Chriſtendom, ye are Pharoahbs, 
and we Prieſts are your Gods. O ye Pharoabs obey 
y our Gods. Ve can only command the Creature, but 
oe make the Creator himſelf come down on the Al- 
ars, at our pleaſure ” This Relation I had from the 
Jew, in his Trawds through Laly. And it is aſſerted 
by ſome of their Doctors, I hat the Pope has not only 
** Power to excommunicate the greatei Prince on the 
“ Earth 
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++ Earth, but alſo to pull a Saint out of Paradiſe, and 
«« ſend him to Hell. 

If they could perſuade the Nazarene Princes and 
People to believe they have ſuch an Exorbitant Poaver, 
perhaps in Time they might reduce them to as blind 
a 'Srprr/tition as the ancient Kings of Egypt were 
guilty of, who were ſo beſotted to their Prieſs, 
that when he whom they call the Cater, or Maficr 
of the Celeflial Influences, commanded the King to 


59 


ill himſelf, for that it was the Will of Heaven; the 


poor bigotted Monarch durſt not diſpute the Orders he 
had receiv'd, but in ſimple Obedience became his own 
Murtherer. 

Thoſe Egyptian Priefis indeed were Maſters of 
great Science, profound Aftrologers, excellent Mathe- 
maticians, and perſectly ſkilPd in the Secrets of Na- 
tural Magick. They perform'd Lon tranſcending 
the more common and obvious Works of Nature : 
By which it was eaſy to ſtrike Terror into the 
Hearts of ignorant Mortals. But as for theſe Naza- 
rene Prieſts, all that they can boaſt of is, that they 
have read the Hiſories of former Times, and are 
able to diſcourſe in Philoſophy, and other Sciences, 
without havirg the Power to work any Prodigies : 
Unleſs thou wilt count it one, to keep ſo many 
warlike Nations in a ſervile Awe of their Authority, 
with the bare Pretence of turning a Piece of Bread 
into a Gop. 

Vet for all this, there are many poor Prelates, and 
other Eccliſiaſticks, who are inveſted with empty 
"Titles, having little or no Revenues : Among which 
the Poverty of ſome is ſo remarkable as to become 
a Proverb. Thus 'tis common in the Mouths of the 
Romans to ſay, The Pope's Mule fares better than 
the Biſhop of Orvietto. 

Illultr.ous Baſſa, live thou in the Faith of a 
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for in that State thou may'ſt deſpiſe the greateſt of 
theſe Ecclefraſtick Infidels. | 


Paris, 13th of the 24 Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


LETTER XIV. 
To the Kaimacham. 


Believe the Secretary of the Nazarene Affairs 
takes me to be a Conjurer, and thinks that I can 
divine of all the Changes and Alterations that hap- 
pen at the Porte; or that I have ſome magica/ Glaſs, 
which repreſents to me the continued Series of remote 
Events, with all the Tranſactions of the [mperial 
Court, Camp and City: Or elſe he would not be ſo 


late in his Diſpatches, and ſend me ſuch imperfect 


News. Iam forc'd many Times to addreſs my Letters 
by Gueſs ; not knowing whether the Perſon to whom 
J write be in the ſame Station he was a while ago; 
or whether he be among the Living, or the Dead : 
Whether I ſhould direct my Diſpatches to Conſtan- 
tinople, or to the Eliſian Shades. 

My Intelligence of the Mx//ulman Affairs is many 
times more owing to the French Merchants who 
trade in the Levant; or to the Expreſſes which 
come from Ambaſſadors reſiding at Conſtantinople, 
than to that Secretary, *whoſe Care it ought to be, 
that I ſhould be timely inform'd of whatever happens 
in the Oſman pany. -- 

Surely Ki/ur Dramelec has ſome Deſign upon me, 
in being always thus tardy and negligent. I ſcarce 
hear from him once in half a Year; whereas he is 
commanded by his Superiors, as well as mine, to 
write to me every Mcon : And then he ſends me 
ſuch a lame Account of Things, ſuch Fragments 
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and Scraps of News, that his Letters need a Com- 
ment, to make 'em intelligible, 

About four Years ago I modeſtly tax'd him with 
this neglect, when I had reaſon to do it in my own 
Vindication to Mirezim Aluph, Baſſa. But Kiſur 
heard of it, and was very angry. He ſent me a Letter 
full of Invectives, which I anſwer'd with a kind of 
Indifterence, mixing Raillery with my juſter Reſent - 
ments. How that work'd on him I know not; but 
his Reſervedneſs ever ſince, makes me conclude he 
ſtudies Revenge ; and that he takes this Method to 
accompliſh it, by keeping me as much in Igno- 
rance, as he dares, of the Changes and other import- 
tant Occurrences at the my/terious Porte. He knows 
it would be a Crime little leſs than Capital, not to 
write to me at all : Such a wilful Contumacy would 
ſtraight proclaim him a Traytor ; ſince, among the 
other Inſtructions which were given him with his 
Commiſſion, this Charge was none of the leaſt, 
That he ſhould ſend frequent Intelligence to all the 
Grand Seignior's Agents, whether publick or private, 
in the Courts of Nazarene Princes. He is ſenſible, 
that ſuch a manifeſt Contempt of Supreme Authority, 
would abſolutely ruin him. Therefore he goes more 
ſubtilly to work; for he writes, indeed, but very 
ſeldom : And then, with cunning Artifice, either 
quite conceals, or at leaſt diſguiſes the moſt conſidera- 
ble Tranſactions, only filling up his Letters with 
trifling Stories, and impertinent Relations, nothing 
to my purpoſe: Thinking by this means to bring 
upon me the Diſpleaſure of the Grandces, through 
the Miſtakes I may commit for want of better Adver- 
tiſement. 

Be it how it will, I am ſtrangely at a loſs ſome- 
times what to think, or how to write to my Supe- 
riors, or what Sort of Conduct I ſhould uſe in this 
Place, amidſt ſo many various Reports as are conti- 
nually ſpread abroad in Europe concerning * 

airs 
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{irs of the Serag/in, the ſhining City, and other Parts 
ot this Ottoman Empire: Whilſt this Xiſur {till de- 
!ays to aſcertain me of any Thing. 

I have been wholly a Stranger, 'till within theſe 
few Days, to the Fate of the Captain Baja, who 
was ſtrangled about a Year ago, for his Cowardiſe 
and ill Conduct againſt the Venetians. Neither knew 
I any Thing of the Adventure and Flight of his 
Sons. I was equally ignorant of the Succeſſion of 
the Ba//a of Buda in this important Command ; and 
of many other Changes both by Sea and Land. 

So at preſent here are a thouſand Rumours ſtir- 
ring about one Thing or other in the Ea. Some 
ſay, that Chu/acin Baſſa is ſtrangled, and that the 
Captain Baſ is made Vizeir Azem in his ſtead. O- 
thers report, that this firſf Minifter was only de- 
pos'd from that ſupreme Dignity, the Seals, being ta- 
ken from him; but that, nevertheleſs, he ſtill conti- 
nues to be General of the Sultan's Forces in Candi. 
A third Sort affirm, that he intended to turn CHriſti- 
an, holding a ſecret Correſpondence with the Pa- 
triarch of Feruſalem, by whoſe means, and a general 
Revolt of the Greeks, Armenians, and other Chriſti- 
ans, under the Grand Seignior's juriſdiction, he ſought 
to betray the Ottoman Blood, and exalt himſelt to 
the Empire. 

1 am not willing to believe, that ſuch monſtrous 
Perfidy could enter into the Heart of that illuſtrious 
Hero; yet know not how to contradict it, for Want 
of true advice. 

It is reported alſo, That Seignior Apello, the Vene- 
tian Bailo, or Reſident at the Happy Porte, has kill'd 
himſelf with a Ponyard ; being driven to deſpair 
by his long Confinement, and the cruel Uſage he had 
received from the Mauſſulmans. Gop knows whether 
it be true or no. It would be much to my Satisfaction 
to have a particular Account of all theſe Things, and 
of whatſoever elſe occurs worthy of Notice. For 
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how can I diſcharge my Truſt, whilſt I am thus kept 
in the Dark. | 

They talk here of a violent P/ague that rages in 
Mu ſcoay, and that above 200,000 People have died 
of it in the City of Muſcoav only, beſides Millions 
that have been ſwept away in the Provinces of that 
vaſt E»pire. Thoſe that really know not themſelves, 
nor are acquainted with their own Nature, will yet 
pretend to penetrate into the Councils of the Omni- 
potent, and pronounce this as a Fudgment on the 
Muſcowites, for the Cruelties they have committed in 
he rag Daubtleſs, the Methods of Fate are inſcru- 
table, 

In the mean while we are plagued here with a 
Crew of Vagabond, whom they call Gypſies, or Egyp- 
:ians: For they pretend to be deſcended from that 
Place. They ſwarm up and down the Country like 
Caterpillars, devouring the Fruits of the Earth. They 
boaſt of a profound Skill in Palmiftry, Phyfiognomy, 
and other Sciences, cheating People of their Money, 
under the Notion of telling them their Fortunes. No 
Body knows from whence they come, or whither they 
go ; for they are as uncertain as the Wind ; a naſty 
Generation, and the very Burthen of the Land. If 
any Creatures be obliged to them, 'tis the Mice and 
Rats, with whom they ſeem to be in League : For 
they kill and eat all the Cats they ſeize on. 

Illuſtrious Miniſter, I pray Heawen defend thee 
from all Sorts of Plagues and Vermin, but eſpecially 
from Monſters in human Shape. 


Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Near 1655. 
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LETTER AV. 
To the ſame. 


8 J am alive, theſe C have enchanted me: 

I cannot put 'em out of my Mind. And per- 
haps it will neither be impertinent nor troubletome 
to give thee a farther Information of them. 

There are ſeveral Opinions concerning the Orig/- 
val of theſe Vagrants, and they have been thought 
worthy to be inſerted into Hiſtories. Some ſay, they 
came out of Tartary, or Scythia, and that they firit 
appeared in theſe Parts about the Year 1417, of the 
Chriſtians Hegira: At which time they enter'd into 
Saxony in Troops, having the Paſſport of Sigiſinund, 
King of Hungaria, and Son of Charles IV. They had 
alſo the Recommendations of divers other Princes, 
who look'd upon them as holy Perſons, or Prophets. 


8 For they pretended that they were commanded by 
3 Gov. to travel over the whole Earth, and not to 
2 have either Houſes or Lands in their own Poſſeſ- 


ſion: And that this was enjoin'd 'em as a Penance 
to expiate the Sins of their Anceſtors ; who inhabit- 
ing Egypt in the Days of JTeſus the Son of Mary, the 
Chriſtian Me/jas, refus'd to entertain that Holy Pro- 
phet aud his Mother, when they fled from the Perſe- 
cution of Herod. 

Others are of Opinion, that they came firſt out 
of Perſia, and are of the Race of thoſe who adore 
5 the Fire: Being forc'd, once in ſeven Vears, to 
= make Decimations of their People, and ſend away 

: many Caravans, to ſeek their Fortune in foreign 

Countries, Per/ia not being able to ſuſtain their nu- 
3 merous Progeny. 
1 A third Sort affirm, That they are the Pcfterity of 
5 the ten 7ewih Tribes that were carried away Cap- 
tives by Salmanaſſer, King of Mria. No Body 
D 4 knows 
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knows tor certain what they are, or from whence. 
They are of ſwarthy Complexions, wrapt up in Man- 
ties of Cotton or Wool. They ſpeak ſeven Languages; 
Profefs three Sciences; obey one King or General, 
who always travels with 'em. The 7ta/ians call 'em 
Cingari, from a Word in their Language which ſig- 


nmifies a Kind of Mater-Foaul, that hath no certain 


Nett, but is forc'd every Night to ſeek a new Lodg- 
ing: For ſo theſe Gies rove from Place to Place. 
The Germans call them Zingener, from the Word 
Zindel, which is the conſtant Appellative of the 
King of theſe Ramblers; as Pharaoh was of old 
among the Ezyptians, and Cefar _— the Romans. 
In many Things they reſemble the Tor/akins and Fa- 
quirs of the Eaſt ; boaſting of extraordinary Illumi. 
nations, and a conſtant Familiarity with God: Tho? 
ſome learned Men among the Nazarenes eſteem em 
no better than a Crew of Cheats and Hypocrites : 
Even as they do theſe Oriental Santones ; who they 
fay, under the Maſque of an uncommon Holineſs, 
commit a thouſand Villanies, 

Gop beſt knows what Judgment is to be made 
either of the one or the other. But theſe Egyptians, 
as they call them, whether they are really ſuch or 
no, have no great Marks of San#ity, in that they are 
very unclean. They ſeldom or never waſh them- 
ſelves, but like the Swine, wallow in all manner of Fil- 
thineſs, eating prohibited Meats, and having their 
Women in common, which are the two Sources of all 
Impurity. 

As to the Faguirs of the Ea/?, they are ſtrit Ob- 
ſervers of the Law of Abſtinence and Cleanneſs; 
whether they be Mu//ulmans, or the Gentiles of India: 
And if in other Matters they may be found faulty, 
"tis very rare: And then they exceed not the Cha- 
rafter of Humanity, which thou know'ſt is by Nature 
prone to Error, and ſubje& to a thouſand Frailties 
and Overſights. We are all Men, and Gop does not 

| expect 
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expect our Conduct to be that of Angels. His Re- 
pole is in himſelf; and if he takes any Complacency 


; g | in the Things of the World, *tis in beholding every 


Thing according to its Nature. The exquiſite Form 
and Symmetry of a Bee, a Spider, or a Piſmise, 
with the inimitable Architecture of the two former, 
and the admirable Providence of the latter, may, for 
aught we know, afford him as much Delight as the 


molt celebrated Beauty, Strength, Science, and Per- 


formances of Men. For his Power and Wiſdom are 
equally manifeſt in all Things. Every Creature is 
perfe& in its Kind, only a *vicked Man is a Blot in the 
Univerſe. 

Would'ſt thou know what the Veſtern Nazarenes 
are moit buſy about at this Time? Tis the Eledion 
of a new Pope. He is to be choſen by the College of 
Cardinals, who are Princes of the Roman Church. They 
are all ſhut up in a Place which they call the Con- 
clave. This is a certain Galle in the Palace of the 

atican at Rome, where every Cardinal has his Ce//, 
or Apartment by himſelf, having only two Servants 
to attend him. The Conclave is ſurrounded by the 
Roman Militia, to prevent all Intercourſe by Letters 
orother Ways, between thoſe without, and thoſe with - 
in. The very Diſhes which are ſerv'd up at the 
Tables of the Cardinals are narrowly ſearched, lelt 
any Letters ſhould be convey'd in them. The laſt 
Poſts from Rome aſſure us, that there were no leſs 
than 66 Cardinals thus ſhut up, when they left that 
City. And there they mult remain Night and Day, 
without taking the freſh Air, or ſeeing any Body, 
till they have agreed in their Election. There are 
two Phy/icians, a Surgeon, and an Apothecary, ſhut 
up with 'em to ſerve 'em in Caſe of Sickneſs. 

One of the Conclave is the Cardinal de Retx, 
who eſcaped out of his Priſon in this Kingdom, and 
fled to Rome for Protection. From whence he lent 
a Letter to the Archbi/hsps, and other Prelates of 
D 5 France ; 
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France, which being pronounced a Seditious Libel 
againſt the King and the Government, was, in the 


End of the laſt Moor, burnt publickly by the King's | 


Order, and all Copies of it prohibited. 


The King has alſo ſent private Inſtructions to the '4 


Cardinals of his Party at Rome, to keep a {tri 
Watch on the Conduct of de Rez, and to oppoſe 
him in all Things. 

Here is nothing bat Caballing and Intrigue among 
theſe [nfidels : They are good at a Stratagem, and 
know better how to undermine one another, than te 


2 nnn od en? 
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face their Enemies in the open Field: Which is a 


Character more ſuitable to Women than Men. Where. 
as thou knoweſt, our Heroes in the Eaſt know no 


other Way to Honour, Victory, and Empire, than 4 : 


by downright Bravery and Reſolution, ſubduing all 
Things by the Force of their Arms. But Gop, when 


he divided the Nations of the Earth, and ſeparated ® 
the Sons of Noah, aflign'd to every one a different 
Conſtellation, according to whoſe Influence the Genius 
of each People is diſpoſed. They all obey the Di- 
Hates of their particular Stars, and the Orders of i 


Eternal Deſtiny. ; 


Therefore, ſage Miniſter, ſince Mars is the Pla- 
net of the Sons of //mael, and the Aſcendant of the 
Ottoman Empire, there is no need that we ſhould ix 


turn Apoſtates from the Star of our better Fortune, 


to court the” Clances of Mercury, who is only the 2 


Guardian of Knaves and Cheats. 


Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1655, 


The End of the FIRST Book, 
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BOOK H. 


EBF I. 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician 2% the Grand 
Seignior. | 


Ormerly I could have writ to thee with as 
much Freedom as I could to Egri Poinnu, 
(on whom reſt the Favours of Gov;) or as I 
can now to Gnet Ogluu, to my Brother - 

Peſteli Hali, or to any of my familiar Friends. But 

when I conſider the eminent Station thou poſſeſteſt, 

in that the Health and Life of the Mighty Emperor 
is now commited to thy Skill and Care, I am many 

times at a Stand how to addreſs myſelf. Niethinks + 

thou art tinctured with the Majeſy of that Per/on- 

age, Whoſe Hand thou ſo often haſt the Honour to 
touch, when required to diſcover by the Benting of 
his Pulſe, the interior Maladies which afflit his 

Rozal Soul. Yet I know thou till retaineſt thy Hu- 
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manity, and will not deſpite thoſe whom thou hall | 
once thought worthy of Friendſhip. 
Suffer me then to converſe with a philoſophich 


Freedom, that is, in an Addreſs void of Formalities + 7 


and Reſerves. 


I know it is of no Import, whether Mahmut be 


ſick or well, provided the Grand Seignior be ſerv'd. 
What ſignify the languiſhing Pains or more acute 
Agonies of a Slave, ſo long as he is able to carry 
on his Maſter's Intereſt ? We are not born for our 


ſelves only, but by the very Condition of our Nature, ; | 


are obliged to conſecrate our Lives to the Service 
nf others. "Tis a reciprocal Debt, from which no 
Mortal is free. Every Man owes ſomething to hi; 
Relations, more to his Friends, but moſt of all to the 


Publick. 4 

Therefore I make no Complaints of my Lot, nor 
murmur at the Will of Deſtiny. I accuſe not the Starr, 
of my Nativity, nor tax them with unkindly Afpe#s : RM 
But am contented with my Fortune, be it good or | 


7 


bad, and reſign'd to the Pleaſure of Heaven. 


As Nature has fram'd my Body infirm and wealk, | 2 
ſubject to a 'Thouſand Maladies ; ſo is my Mind allo 


harraſs'd with Diſtempers which have no Number. 


But above all, I labour under a Kind of zntelleFua! ® 3 


Fever, a perpetual Thirſt of Knowledge, which all 
the Books and Converſe in the World cannot ſatisfy. 
There is no End of my Doubts and Scruples. Every 
Thing appears to me as ambiguous as the Anſwers ot 

the Delpbick Oracle: Nay, U am a perfect Riddle 
to myſelf. 

Tell me, dear Hali, how I ſhould cure this Drop 
of the Mind, and I will not trouble thee with the 
inconſiderable Diſeaſes of my Body. I have a high 
Opinion of you fy. gg : And ſhall put more 
Confidence in thy Advice, than in the S/ of the 
Mufti.  Conceal not thy Art from Mahmut, who 


admires thee with a Reſpect equal to that which he 


pays 
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pays to the Memoirs of Avicen, A Raza, Helal, 
and the reſt of thoſe excellent Phyficians, mentioned 
in our Arabian Hiſtories. 

And now theſe Ornaments of our Nation are come 
into my Mind, permit them to divert me from ſaying 
or thinking any more of myſelf at preſent: For it 
will be better to turn the Diſcourſe to ſuch illuſtrious 
Themes. At worſt, it will be but an innocent Di- 
greſſion. | 

In peruſing the Lines of thoſe famous Men, I meet 
with ſomePaſlages which are very delightful. Perhaps 


thou haſt ſeen the ſame. Yet 'twill do thee no hurt, 


to call them again to thy Remembrance. 

I have read in a certain Manuſcript, pen'd by Ibra- 
him the Son of Helah, a renowned Phy/ic:on at Bag- 
dat, this Memoir of his Father. On a certain Day, 
* ſays he, that my Father had adminiſtered Phy- 
* ſick to the Emperor Tuzan, for which he was pre- 
* ſented with a Royal Veſt, rewarded with Five 
* Thouſand Piaſtres, and by the Emperor's Com- 
mand was carried through the Streets in State; I 
* obſerv'd that he was penſive amidſt all thoſe Ho- 
* nours, and troubled in Mind, when I thought he 
had greateſt Reaſon to rejoice. Thereſore I ſaid 
to him, My Father, how came it to paſs, that you 
* are thus dejected at a time when all the World ex- 
«© pects to ſee you diſſolv'd in pleaſure ? he anti r' d, 
* Son, he that has beſtow'd theſe Honours on me is a 


Fool, and does things prepoſterouſly without Rea- 


*« ſon, and therefore I cannot rejoice at theſe untimely 
* Favours he has ſhewed me, being ſenſible they are 
not the Effects of his Judgment, but of his Ignorance. 
gave him a Cathartick Potion which worked fo 
«*« ftrongly with him, that it excoriated his Bowels and 
* brought forth Blood. So that I was forc'd to uſe a 
different Method, both to remove his Diſtemper, and 
*« ſtop the violent Flux. In the mean while, he igno- 
« rantly believing, that the voiding of ſo much Blood, 


pro- 
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« procur'd him the preſent Eaſe and Health he feels. 
therefore ordered theſe Honours to be done me which 
«© thou ſeeſt. Now that which ſaddens me is my Fear, 
ce leſt ſome Time or other he may thro' his Ignorance 
* commit as great an Error on the contrary Side, and 
* ſuſpect that I have done him an Injury, when there 
« js no Ground for it, and ſo put me to Death.” 

Tell me, my Friend, had not this Phyfician Rea- 
ſon for his Behaviour and Words ? He was a Man of 
great Abilities, . accompliſh'd with divers Sciences, 
and in high Eſteem - with the Princes and Nobles of 
Arabia. 

It were worth thy Pains to peruſe frequently 
the Life of Avicn, written by himſelf, wherein 
thou wilt behold the Methods he us'd to acquire a 
profound Skill in the Sciences: How he was at firſt 
puzzled in the Metaphy/icks, and was almoſt driven 
to Deſpair, till a Dream unfolded to him whatſc- 
ever was difficult. When he was at a Loſs in any 
Diſquiſition, he us'd to frequent the Maſues, and 
pour forth devout and fervent Orai/ons to the Source 
of Intellectual Light, till the Thing was manifeſted 
to him. He ſate up late at Nights, having a Lamp 
perpetually runny, 5a his Chamber, applying him- 
ſelf attentively to Books and Contemplation. This 
was his Courſe, till he was conſummate in all the 


Liberal Sciences, which was in the eighteenth Year of . I 


his Age. 

— of all the Phy/ficians whoſe Names adorn our 
Hiſtory, none ſeems comparable to Thabet Eb'n Abra- 
him, for his Skill in exactly indicating the Cauſes of 
a Diftemper by the different Meaſures of the Pulſe. 
Abul Pharai, his Contemporary and Friend, writes 
thus of him; © On a certain Day, ſays he, when I was 
* with Thabet Eb'n Abrahim of Harrain, in the Houſe 
© of Abu Mohammed the Vizir, Abu Adalla Ebnol 
* Hejai the Poet being there alſo, reach'd forth his 
* Hand to Thaber, deſiring him to feel his Pulſe. 

«4.10 


* 
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© To whom the Phy/ician forthwith replied, Thou 
© haſt us'd agroſsDiet,and been intemperate in eating 
& ſour Milk with Veal.” The other anſwering, that 17 
* qvas true, and all the Company admiring ; Ab 
Abbas the Aſtrolager alſo reach'd forth his Hand. 
* But whenThabet had felt his Pulſe, * Thou, /aid he, 
te haſt committed an Exceſs in taking too much of cold 
«© Things; for, as I judge, thou haſt eat about eleven 
% Pomegranates.” Immediately Abu Abbas cried out 
«« This is a Prophet certainly, and more than a Phy- 
„ ſician, for he ſpeaks the Truth to a Tittle ” Every 
Body was aſtoniſh'd at his wondrous Knowledge, 
and I more than all the reſt. Wherefore when I had 
him alone, I ſaid, My dear Thaher, The Study 


« of Phyſick is common to us beth ; therefore hide 


© nothing from me, but diſcover freely by what Art 
« you were able to tell, that the Poet eat ſour Milk 
« with Veal, and not as with Beef or Mutton ; and 
te that the Aſtrologer eat no more nor leſs than eleven 
« Pomegranates. He anſwered, My Mind ſuggeſted 
te this to me, and prompted my Tongue to utter it. 
Then I defired him to ſhew me the Scheme of his 
& Nativity : which he did at his own Houſe. And 
* conſidering it attentively, I obſerv'd, That the Pla- 
net Jupiter was Lord of the Horoſcope. Then I ſaid 
to him, Tis this ſpeaks, my dear Friend, not 
« you ſo often as you make theſe fortunate Conje- 
«« tures. Thus far A, Phara:. 

Gop knows whether the Stars have any ſuch Infu- 
ence on Men in their Birth, or no. I am not very 
credulous in this Point. Nor can the Authority of 
the Ancients, or the Character of the Perſian and 
Chaldean Magi captivate my Mind in an implicit 
Faith of Things ſo liable to Doubt. Who knows 
what the Stars are made of, or for what Ends they 
are created ? Yet I muſt own, that ſome Men ſeem 
to be born with inherent Faculties, which others 
can never acquire with all the Art and Induſtry in 


the 


[ 
[ ' 
| 

[ | 


64 LETTERS Vrit by Vol. V. 


the World. One Man is of a poetick Conſtitution ; 
Another is genzally inclin'd to Phyfick ; A Third ex- 
cels in Mechanicks : Every Man has his peculiar Gift, 
And yet, perhaps, all this while, the Sars have no- 
thing to do in the Matter. However, if there be 
any Truth in Afrology, the Perſians, Caldzan:, 
Arabians and Indians, ſeem to be the only Men of 
all Nations, conſtellated to underſtand this Science 
perfectly. One knows not what to think, amidſt 
ſo many Appearances of Truth and Falſhood. - Nor 
can our Thoughts be of any great Import, be it how 
it will in theſe ſpeculative Matters, At the Day of 
Judgment, we ſhall not be aſk'd, what Proficiency 
we have made in Logick, Metaphyficks, Aſtronomy, 
or any other Science; but, whether we have lived 
according to our Nature, as Men endued with Mo. 
rality and Reaſon. In that hour it will more avail 
us, that we have thrown a Handful of Flower in 
Cha ity to a Neſt of contemptible P:i/mires, than that 
we could muſter all the Heis of Heaven, and call 
every Sar by its proper Name. For then the Con- 
feellations themſelves ſhall diſappear ; the Sun and 
Moon ſhall give no more Light, and all the Frame of 
Nature ſhall vaniſh : But our good and bad Work: 
ſhall remain for ever, recorded in the Archives of 
Eternity. 


If from this manner of writing thou ſhalt con- 


jecture I am melancholy, and wilt alſo reveal the 
Cauſes and Remedy of this Diftemper, thou ſhalt 
be more to me than a Thouſand Awicens, Helal;, 
Thabets, or all the Phyſicians and Aſtrolagers of the 


Eat. For theſe Kind of Thoughts are mournful as 
the Shadow of Death. 


Paris, 23d of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 165 5. 


LE T- 


Vol. V. «a SPY at PARIS. Gr 


LEI TER: 1H, 
To Afis, Baſſa. 


Know not whether thou wilt praiſe or condemn 

the Sentence, which the Elector of Saxony pro- 
nounced not long ago on a poor Fellow for killing a 
Deer. Yet, becaule there is ſomething very fingular 
in it, I will relate the whole Paſſage, as I receiv'd it 
from Nathan Ben Saddi, the Few at Vienna. 


In the Moon of Chouval, a certain Citizen of 


Wirtemberg was accuſed before the Elector, for 
hunting in his Foreit, and killing one of his Deer. 
The Duke, in a Rage, commanded him to be ſet 
upon a Stag, his Hands chain'd to the Horns, and 
his Feet under the Belly of the Beaſt ; ordering that 
the Stag with this Burthen ſhould be let looſe to 
run whither he would. The poor frightened Stag 
not being accuſtom'd to ſuch a Load, and terrified 
with the Rattiing of the Chains, ran away full ſpecd 
over Hills and Dales, through Thiclkets of Briars and 
Thorns, never ſtopping *till he had meaſur'd above 
three and thirty German Leagues; and then tir'd 
with ſo vaſt a Race, he fell down. At which in- 
Rant, a Caravan was coming by that Place out ot 
Siliſia. 

The poor Wretch on the Back of the Sag, almoſt 
dead with the Pains he had undergone, in ſo con- 
nu'd and violent a motion, being alſo ſorely bruis'd, 
and his Fleſh torn and mangled by the Boughs of 
Trees, as the Stag ruſhed through thick Woods, 
ery'd aloud to the Caravan, begging that ſome of 
them would in Mercy diſpatch him out of his 'Tor- 
ments, But they, either for fear of the Duke's Diſ- 
pleaſure, or for other Reaſons, refus'd him this Kind- 
nels. So that after the Stag had reſted a while, and 
recover'd new Spirits, he began a freſh Career; 


and. 
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and never ceas'd running till he arrived at a certain 
Monaſtery or Convent of Religious, where he beat 
againſt the Gate with his Horns, till ſome of the 


Derviſes open'd it, and let him in. They, aſtoniſh- 


ed to ſee a Man thus pinion'd to a Stag, his face, 
Arms, Legs, and all his Body covered with Blood, 
and himſelf ready to expire, immediately brought 
him Cordials and other Refreſhments, whilſt ſome 
were employed in looſing his Chains. But being in- 
form'd by his own Mouth how he came into this 
Condition, they began to think of turning him looſe 
again, for fear of the Duke's Anger. However, ſuf- 
fering themſelyes to be overcome by the Importunity 
of the miſerable Man, and relying on their Eccle/7- 
aſlick Privileges, (for here in the Weft the Converts 
are generally allowed Sandtuaries for all Sorts of Of- 
fenders) they took him into their Protection: But he 
expir'd that Night. 

It is hard to determine whether the Duke, or theſe 
Dewiſes were in the Right or Wrong: The French, 
who of late have by a Faſhion. learn'd to grow ob- 
durate, juſtify the Proceedings of this Prince; ſay- 
ing, that Pity is a Paſſion fit only for Women, Chal- 
dren and Fools. They eſteem it a Mark of a great 
Spirit, a Mind capable of Empire, not to be moved 
with the Sighs or Tears of the Miſerable ; but to 


frown or laugh at Misfortunes of others. This, 


they ſay, is the only Method to- harden Men for 
War, . Conqueſt and Plunder; where the Victors are 
to cut their Way to Honour and Riches through the 


Hearts of the Vanquiſhed, to quench the ardent. Thirſt 


of Glory with human Blood, and to. celebrate their 
Triumphs only in the midſt of horrid Maſſacres and 
Funerals. | 
'Tis true, theſe Principles and Actions are allow- 
able in Men of the Sword, when they fight the Bat- 
tles of their King and Country in Heat of Blood. But 


Clemency and Compaſſion are Virtues ag : 
| the- 
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the greateſt Prince, or moſt valiant General, when 
their Enemies are reduced by the Fortune of War 
to kiſs the Duſt of their Feet, and beg for Mercy : 
Or, when in Time of Peace, their Sies fall into a 
Crime which may admit Indulgence. Certainly theſe 
Weſtern Infide!s have wrong Notions of Humanity, 
in aſſerting, That Cruelty is either a Sign of a no- 
ble Nature, or a Step to true Happineſs : Since the 
moſt hard-hearted 2. one Time or other, will 
have need of Compaſſion himſelf: eſpecially in Sick- 
neſs and the Agonies of Death, which perhaps prove 
more tormenting to him, than to the Merciful and 
Generous. It is recorded of A Hejai Eb'n Hejha'm 
a famous Arabian Captain, that when in a Malignant 
Fever he call'd for Water to drink, and it was de- 
ny'd him by the Phy/icians, who had Care of his 
Health: It is enough, ſaid he, Rueno d daula once my 
„Lieutenant, to whom [I forgave three Treaſons, and 
« Who died a natural Death, has refreſh'd me at this 
Minute with a Liquor unknown : Sure 'tis the 
Wine of Paradiſe.” And from that Moment he be- 
gan to recover his Health, after which he lived many 

ears, often rehearſing this Paſſage among his fami- 
lar Friends to his laſt Day. 

But the Infidels are either ignorant of theſe Exam- 
ples, or if they know 'em, Pride will not ſuffer 'em 
to learn Morality and Juſtice, They are deſtined, 
the greateſt Part, to be incredu/ous to the Day of 
Judgment. How many Prophets has Gop ſent into 
all Nations, to teach them the right Way, and not the 
Way of ſuch with whom he is diſpleaſed ! yet they 
will not be converted; They look on the Apo/tles 
and Meſſengers of the Eternal, with the Eyes of 
Swine 3 they grunt under the Burthen of their Sen- 
ſuality, and like thoſe filthy Animals return to their 
Mire again. Vet that /uperlatively Merciful winks 
at their Frailties, and viſits them with his Graces eve- 
ry Morning. But they put their Fingers in 3 
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Ears, and turn away in Diſdain, as from a Beggar. 
They reject the King of all Things, as a Fugitive and 
Vagabond on Earth. 

From that delectable Eοnce, the Odour of whc'e 
Sweetneſs is diffuſed through the Elements, and re- 
freſhes the Minds of the True Faithful, let us by 
continual Devotion and Virtue attract divine Tinc- 
tures, 'till our Hearts be all transform'd into [rcer/e, 
and in this aromatick Pile, our Souls expire like the 
Phenix, to revive again in the Joys of Paradiſe, in 
Amours which know no End. 


Paris, 8h of the g ib Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


LETTER III. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 


Wonder at nothing : much leſs at the extrava- 
gant Caprices of Brant. Methinks there ap- 
pears no Novelty in modern Tranſa&ions : They 
are but a Repetition of ancient Practices, under new 
Forms. Of all the Events of this Age, not one has 
come to my Knowledge which gives me a Surprize. 
Yet I muſt confeſs, there is ſomething 4 vi 
lar in the Puniſhment the Duke of Saxony inflicted, 
as thy Letter tells me, on a poor Deer-ſtealer. 
And, if it be juſt to put a Man to Death on ſuch 


an Account, as the Indians hold, the Duke ſeems = 


very ingenious and accurate, in the Choice he made 
of an Executioner. 

The ancient Romans had a Law which they call'd 
Lex Talionis; which in all Criminal Caſes appointed 
the Puniſhment to be in ſome Circumſtances ade- 
quate to the Fault. And thou know'it, Moſes your 
Law-giver left much the ſame Statutes : requiring 

the Loſs of the Eye of him, who had put ber 
an's 
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Mas out; a Tooth for a Tooth, an Arm for an 


Arm, and ſo proportionably of other Injuries. But 


EE chis Prince ſeems to have made a Supplement, where 
EZ theſe Laws appear'd ſhort ; and has ſhew'd a moſt 
exquiſite Niceneſs of Revenge in the Deſtiny of the 


2 unfortunate Huntſman, to cauſe a Stag to be, in ſo 


*X peculiar a manner, the Inſtrument of his Death, who 


had villainouſly murder'd one of the ſame Species: 
& doubtleſs it was a princely Freak of Juſtice : And 
had it been done purely to avenge the Blood of the 
llaughter'd Beaſt, and not in Vindication of his own 
Right, I could not forbear to 8 it a Fro- 
lick worthy of a Hero. But he himſelf is frequently 
guilty of the ſame Kind of Murther, as are moſt of 
the Great Men in Europe; whoſe Tables are no other 
than the Allars of Gluttomy, ſmoaking with Fleſh 
and Blood, whilſt Hecatombs of Animals are there 
ſacrificed to voracious Appetites, the 7ds/s of theſe 
I/:/tern People. 

lethinks therefore, it had been more generous, 


4 and becoming a Prince, to pardon the poor fellow a 


Theft, which perhaps was the only Method he had 
to K himſelf and his Family from ſtarving : 
And, for aught I know, he had as much Right, ac- 
cording to the Law of Nature, to kill a Stag, as the 
Owner has, But there is no Talk to be made of 
Right or Wrong, where Power over: rules all. 

India is at preſent the only publick Theatre of 
Juſtice toward all living Creatures. There it is a 
capital Crime to ſhed the Blood of any Animal, and 
puniſh'd with Death no leſs than the Murther of a 
Man. The Princes and Nobles indeed incloſe Deer, 
and other innocent Creatures in Parks, not with a 
Deſign to prey upon them at their Pleaſure, but to 
defend them from the Violence of others ; whilſt 
thoſe happy Animals range and feed where they 
pleaſe within thoſe Pales, free from Peril, and ne- 
ver fearing any other Death, ſave what they pay to 
ature, 
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Nature, when they have ſpun out the accuſtomed 7 p! 
Term of their Life. They alſo build Hoſpitals for a ! ae 
like Purpoſe ; and are at a great Charge every Year Þ- 1 

to redeem a certain Number of Oxen and Cows from al 
Slaughter: For they eſteem it a barbarous and Inhu- by 
man Cruelty to murder thoſe Creatures which are the th 


Nurſes of our Life. 1 

The Law of Moſes, if I miſtake not, obliges all of ! P 
thy Nation to certain ſpecific Tenderneſſes towards the 

f dumb Animals. And Eeſæ the Prophet, a Man of 
no obſcure Extract, but of a noted Race among the H.. © 
brews, ſays, He that killeth an Ox, is as if he ſlew {x 
% a Man; and he that ſacrificeth a Lamb, as if he 
«© beheaded a Dog.” And in another Place, the ſame 
Prophet ſays, in the Perſon of Gop, To what Pur- 
«© poſeis the Multitude of your Sacrifices to me? Iam 
«© offended with theSm oke of yourBurnt-offerings,ard FR 
«© nauſeated with the Smell of broil'd Fat. I take no 
Delight in the Blood of Bulls, Lambs or Goats. Who 
* hath required thoſe things at your Hands? Bring no 
& more vain Oblations, which my Soul hateth. 

By theſe Expreſſions, one would think the Pro- 
phet brings in Gop, denying that ever he command- 
ed any Peck Sacrifice or ſhedding of Blood, and 
proteſting againſt it as an Abomination, Where 
then is the Reputation of thoſe Vritings which go 
under the Name of Moſes ? For in them theſe 
bloody Victims are expreſly enjoyn'd ; Gop cannot be 
contradictory to himſelf. Doubtleſs, a great Part 
of the true Law which Gop gave to Moſes was loſt, 
in the former Caftivities of your Nation, when your 
Cities and Provinces were quite diſpeopled, your Fa- 
thers led away by the Victorious Monarchs of the 
Eaſt, and your Choiceſt Memoirs aboliſhed. So that 
what remains now, is only a Collection of Fragments 
patch'd up by E/dras, and other induſtrious Scribes, 
to which they gave the ſpecious Title of the Lan of 
Maſes, that ſo they might faſten the wavering Peo- 
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ple in >. dience to omething, though of their own 
deviſing. | ; 
"Nathan, I donot go about to ſeduce thee ; examine 
all Things. Believe me neither 107 thy own Rabors, 
but truſt only thy Re.ivn wh.ci. will ſtand by thee at 
the Day of Judgment, when all Things elſe ſhall fail, 


Paris, $5 of the 5th Meon, 
of the Year 1655. 


LELIER- V. 
To Dgebe Nafir, Baſſa. 


TT" Heſe Nazareres, like the Followers of the Pro- 

' phe, are divided into innumerable Scat; and 
ſo tis in all Religions; Men cannot think alike ; Na+ 
ture itſelf delights in Variety. Gop has diverſify'd 
the Faculties of our Souls, as he has the Conſtitutions 
of our Bodies. The Zealot is ſubject to Choler, the 
Bigot to Melancholy, the Libertine is of a ſanguine 
Complexion ; and as for the reſt, they are but ſo 
many walking, ſpeaking Lumps of Phelgm. This is 
the phy/ical Diviſion of Mortals ; under which are 
comprehended the various Tempers which reſult 
from the different Mixture of theſe four Radical 
Principles. And for this we muſt thank Galen and 
Hippocrates. 

But if we conſuit the A/ro/ogers, they will aſ— 
ſign as many different Humeurs and Complexions as 
there be Stars in the Heawen, at leaſt, as there be 
(Conflellations. They'll tell ye of the Bull and the 
Bear, and Gor knows what heavenly Stories. The 
Dragon ſhall ſpit Venom on one Man's Nativity, 
out of his Mouth ; and give another a poiſonous 
Lick with his Tail. If we believe all they ſay, there is 


not 
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not an Herb in the Field but has its particular Star, 
whoſe 1nf/uence cauſes it to grow and proſper ; though 
Moſes tells us, that the Vegetables appear'd on the 
Earth, even before the Stars themſelves had their Ex- 
iſtence in the Heawer. 

But, whether there be any Truth in Afrology, or 
no, this is certain, that Men differ in their Senti- 
ments of Religion, as they do in their Faces. The 
P hy/iognomy ot Faith is infinitely various. One Man 
believes in Maſes, another in Fe/us the Son of Mary, 
a third in Mahomet our Holy Law-giver. Then theſe 
are ſubdivied into innumerable Parties. The Jenes 
have ſeventy eminent Religious Fa4ions. There 
are number'd ſeventy and one Sec of Chriſtians, 
and ſeventy two of Mi ſſulmans. Theſe are all at 
odds about Words and, exterior Ceremonies ; ſo zea- 
lous for Charity and Peace, that they are in perpetual 
Wars for its ſake, murthering one another in the Love 
of Love: And ſuch ſtout Champions for the Truth, 
that they ſcruple not to tell ten thouſand Lies in its 
Defence. | 

The Differences between the Greek and Armenian 
Nazarenes, the Neſtorians and F acobites, with other 
Sechs of the Eat, are not unknown to the Miniſters 
of the Porte. But perhaps thou art a Stranger to the 
new Schi/ms of the Weſt. 

The moſt eminent Diviſion of Chriſtendom at this 
Time, is into Catholicks and Preteſiants. The former 
obey the Roman Mufti, and boaſt of an uninterrupt- 
ed Series of Caliphs from Peter the Jicar of the Meſſi 
2s, down to the preſent Pope. The latter are the 
Followers of Luther and Calvin, Men who pretend- 
ed to certain new Lights, and claim'd a Right 
to reform the Errors of their Fathers, in Matters 
of Faith and Worſhip. God beit knows who's in 
the Right or Wrong of theſe two Parties: But they 
have always been at Daggers-drawing in defence 
of their ſeveral Tenezrs 3; proſecuting and mal- 
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ſacring one another for Conſcience ſake. Both ſides 
appeal to the Written Law, to Apoſtolical Traditions, 
to the Teſtimony of the Ancients, the Decrees of 
Councils, and the Practice of thoſe whom they call the 
Primitive Church. Yet neither Part will allow the 
other a ſufficient Judgment to interpret thoſe Memoirs 
of Antiquity, nor an authentick Power to decide Con- 
troverſies of this Nature. Thus their Diſputes are 
like to laſt till the ina Day of Deciſion, when all 
human Quarrels ſhall be determin'd before the Grand 
Tribunal 

In the mean Time, they take all Advantages to 
execute their (pight and Malice on each other, un- 
der the Notion of Juſtice and Piety. We are daily 
alarm'd here with tragical Relations of horrid Mur- 
thers and Butcheries committed on the Proteſtants of 
Piedmont, and other Parts under the Duke of Savoy. 
Whilſt ſome ſay, that all thefe Reports are falſe, 
and the ſufferings of thoſe People are, according 
to Law, the due Puniſhment of their rebellious 
Actions. 

It is not in my Power to adjuſt their Differen- 
ces; nor is it material to a Maſſulman, which of 
them has the Law on their Side. Yet if I were 
inclin'd to take any Part, it ſhould be that of the 
Oppreſſed. Cruelty I abhor ; and our holy Pro- 
uu has forbid Force to be us'd in Matters of Re- 
* ſince the Conſcience is reſponſible to none but 

ob. 

May that Gop, from whoſe Unity have ſprung 
all the different Eſſences in the World, and all the 
Variety in Nature, give us Grace to love the whole 
8 and not to ſhed Blood, unleſs in the ſacred 

ombat. | 


Paris, 1375 of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


F LET. 
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To William Voſpel, a Recluſe of | 


Auſtria. 

Had concluded thee dead, till thy Letter certi- 
fy'd me to the contrary. So long a Silence 
eween Friends, would put any Man upon the ſame 
Thoughts. Ten Years have ſlipt away between my 
laſt to thee, and thy Anſwer. I hope thou doſt not 
meaſure Time after the Rate of the Seven Sleep. 
ers. Perhaps thou haſt been enjoin'd a ten Years 
Silence and Abſtinence from all manner of Conver- 
| ſation, by the Superior of thy Convent. Such Seve- 
rities are not uncommon in Religious Societies, where 
the main Buſineſs is to acquire Perfection. The 
Armenian Monaſteries are much more rigid, where, 
but for one extravagant Word, I have known a 
Man's Tongue lock'd up for the Space of two and 
twenty Years, under Pain of Excommunication ; and 
then releas'd, only for the ſake of a moſt ſignificant 
Jeſt put upon the Patriarch in mute Signs. Wit will 
find a Way to vent itſelf, though it be at the Finger's 
Ends. And for aught I know, thou haſt oblig'd 
the Abbot to take off thy Cen/ure by the like Method. 
There was abundance of Satyr in the Subſanna- 
tion of the ancient Romans ; and no leſs Rhetorick in 
the Shrug and Grimace of the modern al/ians. The 
Mimicks of Scaramouchi are a perfect Lampoon ; and 

Harlequin is Burleſque all over, 

Thou know'ſt I always entertain thee with one 
frivolous Diſcourſe or other to divert thy Me- 
lancholy ; and thy own Letters give me Encou- 
ragement. 'They ſeem to be writ in a pleaſant 
Humour. But, tell me, have I gueſs'd right at 
the Cauſe of ſo tedions a Reſerveſnels, or no? 
Halt thou been forced all this while to ſpeak with 


thy 
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1 thy Hand, Feet, Noſe, and the emphatic Motions of 
thy Head and Eyes? If it were fo, I fancy thou 
wert excellent Company ao thy grave phlegma- 
” tick Brethren, and in a fair | 

Language of the Beaſts, who by curvetting, creep- 
ing, apr, friſcing their Tails, and other Pots 


® tures, expre 


ay to underſtand the 


$3 their various Paſſions, Deſires, and 
Neceſlities, as intelligibly to thoſe who are us'd to 
them, as we can do by the moſt elegant Addreſſes in 
Words. 

But to be ſerious : If for the ſake of Vertue this 
Penance be impoſed on thee by him who prefides over 
thy Convent, or thou haſt voluntarily undertaken 
ſo difficult a Part of Self-denial on the Score of 
Philoſophy or Religion, thou haſt approv'd thyſelf 
wile and brave in not flinching. A Coward in re- 
ligious Matters is as deſpicable as in the Engage- 
ments of the World. Tis honourable to face Temp- 
tations, and come off with Victory. , 

As for what thou defireſt to know, concerning 
the Sepulchre of King Childeric, it is eſteem'd a Piece 
of great Antiquity, 1n regard he was the fourth Mo- 
narch of France. He reign'd over the Gauls or Franks 
in the Year 458, Severus being Emperor of Rome, 
Severinus and Degalaiphus, Conſuls. Yet in little 
more than three Years he was depos'd and baniſh'd 
by his Subjects, whilſt AÆgidius, a Roman, was 
crown'd in his ſtead. Neither did this Man pleaſe 
the People ſo well, but that after ſome Experience 
of his Oppreſſion, Avarice and other Vices, they 
expell'd him alſo, and recall'd their lawful Sove- 
reign. For Ægidius had vex'dthem with unreaſona- 
ble Taxes, fleecing them of many Millions, which 
he privately ſent out of the Kingdom, diſpo- 
ling of this vaſt Treaſure at Rome, and among 
his Friends in other Parts, as a Support againſt fu- 
ture Contingencies : For he look'd for ſome Back- 
blows of Fate. 9 therefore being reſtor'd — 
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his Crown, enjoy'd it till his Death, which was in 
the Year 484. After whom ſucceeded in the King- 
dom, Clodoweus the Great, who was the firſt French 
King that embrac'd Chriſtianity, 

The Time when Childeric's Tomb was firſt diſco. 
ver'd, was about two Years ago, when the Cathe- 
dral of Tournay wanted i eparation. For as the La- 
bourers veil Waning up the old Charnel-Houſe, they 
encounter'd a long Stone; which giving em ſome 
Fatigue, they broke in Pieces, and found under it 
the entire Ske/erorn of a Man lying at length, with 
abundance of Greet Medals of Cold, and ſome other 
Curioſities of the ſame Metal, among which was a 
Ring with this Motto.: vn | 


S$IGILLUM CHILDERICI REGIS. 


All theſe Relichs were at firſt -poſſeſs'd by the Ca- 
nons of that Church, where they were found: Of 
whom they were begg'd by the 4rch-Duke of Au 
ſtria, who has them in his Cuſtody. Therefore 
thoſe who told thee they are in the King of 
France's Hands were mifinform'd themſelves, or 
deſign'd to abuſe thee. For this cannot be ſup- 
pos'd, during the preſent Wars between France and 
Spain: When they are more ready on both Sides to 
plunder one another, than to grant Civilities of this 
obliging Nature. Lt 

I perceive thou art grown a great Antiquary ; 
and therefore, in token of my Eſteem, I have ſent 
thee a Cabinet of ſuch old Things as I have ſcrap'd 
together in my Travels, and during my Reſidence in 


this City. 


The Agates which you will find in the wpper- 
mot Drawer, may eaſily be dated by their Figures, 
which are all after the Faſhion of Gentile ; wy 
Vs for the es in the /econd, I leave them to thy 
on judgment; only this I will ſay, that they 

are 
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are not common. The third contains a Miſcellany of 
ſeveral Antiques. The knives were uſed by the an- 
tient Romiſb Prieſts in their Sacrifices. The Weights 
are at leaſt twelve hundred Years old, by the Parallels 
which I have ſeen in the King's Library. The Rings 
are alſo of the Parthian Make: And the 4rrow to 
which they are faſtened, retains its oriental Venom to 
this Hour ; as. thou wilt find by trying it on any 
Animal that deſerves it. But after all, the lower mojt 
Drawer contains nothing but Counterfeits, For thoie 
Medals are the Work of Parmezan, the ſineſt Graver 
inthe World. If thou knoweſt not his Character, I'!! 
tell thee in a Word; he was famous for imitating 1o 
exactly the moſt ancient Medals, that the Tran/crijts 
could not be diſcern'd, even by the moſt ſk il ful A/, 
from the Originals, 

Accept theſe with the ſame good Will as I did, 
when they were preſented me, and tell me wherein 
elſe I can gratify thy Wiſhes, 

You Monaſticks are infinitely happy in the Ad- 
vantages of Retirement and Tranquillity. You are 
free from the Cares which moleſt other Mortals. 
The Bell rings you to Prayers and to your Repaſt. 
You have nothing elſe to regard, but your Contempla- 
tions and Studies. Many great Li hs have ſprung 
from your various Orders. And T'll tell thee, Father 
William, the World will be diſappointed if theu 
ſhould'ſt prove a Dark Lanthorn, and only be wiſe 
for thy ſelf. DE 


Paris, 25th of the 6th Meon, 
of the Year 1655. 
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LETTER Vl. 


1 


i 


To the, meſt Illuſtrious and Invincible 


Vizir Azem, at the Porte. 


the Sound which the Sun makes at his go- 
ing down, 1 ſwear I was not miſtaken in the 
Idea I had of thy Generoſity. And the Diſpatch 
with which thou haſt honour'd the S/awe Mahmut, 
confirms me in a perfe& Security of thy Favour and 
Protection. ; T 
I ſhall, with exquiſite d e obey thy Orders: 
But it cannot be attempted without vaſt Sums of 
\oney, And if I may be thought worthy to give 
Advice to my Superiors, the molt effectual Way to 
accompliſh this, will be by {ſending one of the pyin- 
cipal Minifters to this Court, with a ſpendid Embajjy : 
For this young King expects very honourable Ad- 
dreſſes from all that ſeek his more intimate Friend- 
ſhip : Therefore a Chiaus would be lighted on ſuch 
an Occaſion, and marr all the Deſign. I would 
counſel, That ſome Body be ſent who perfectly 
underſtands the Genius of the French, and the parti- 
cular Aims of Cardinal Mazarin:. | 
Under the Protection of ſuch a One, I ſhould be 
able, without hazard of a Diſcovery, to act all that 
is neceſſary to carry on this Deſign with gocd Suc- 
cels. Here are Abundance of needy Caurtiers, on 
whom -Gald will have a powerful Influence. But 
neither I in Perſon, nor any one whom I ſhall de- 
Pure, can make ſuch Tenders, unleſs there were 
ere ſome known publick Ambaſſador from the 
Grand Seignior, to countenance the Buſineſs. For 
otherwiſe it will preſently be whiſper'd, that ſome 
private Agent lurks here incognito. They will ſtart 
a thouſand Chimera's of Fealoufy, and fo I may run 
the Hazard of a ſecond Impriſonment, when the Car- 
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dinal ſhall call to mind the Occaſion of my . All 
that I can then ſay of my being a Maldawian, will 
find no Credit; and *twill be no leſs than a Miracle, 
if they do not expoſe me to a Scrutiny for the Mark. 
of Circumciſion ; which if it be found, all is betray'd 
and ruin'd. 

I do not value the Puniſhments they will inflict on 
me, nor the Loſs of my Life : But I dread the more 
important Conſequences of ſuch a Diſcovery ; the 
unmaſking the Secrets of the Grand Seignior to Iu- 


fadels. 


Theſe are the chief Reaſons I have to offer in be- 
half of an honourable Embaſſy. As to the Perſon 
whom thou ſhalt think fit to employ in ſo glorious 
a Truſt, I will not preſume to add any Thing to 
what I have ſaid already, that he be a Man of Ex- 

erience in the French Aﬀairs, well vers'd in the 
Knowledge of Chriſtian Policy, the different Inte- 
reſts of the Courts of Europe, and one that exactly 
knows what Advantage to make of the new Pope. 
For after long Debates, the Cardinals have at laſt, 
elected one, who has aſſum'd the Name of Alzxar- 
der VII. | 

It is hard to judge at his firſt Acceſſion to that 
Sovereign Chair, what Intereſt this Pre/ate will em- 
brace, whether that of France or Spain: Or whe- 
ther his Conduct will be Neutral, deporting him- 
ſelf with an equal Indifference to all the Nazarene 
Princes, whom he calls his Sos, endeavouring to 
compoſe their Quarrels, and unite their Forces a- 

ainſt the Mx/fu/mans. I tell thee no Body can 
yet aſſured, what the Temper of the Roman Mufti 
may prove, For it is ufual for the aſpiring Carui- 
nals to promiſe many Things in Hopes of the Pa- 
pacy which they never perform, when they have 
once obtain'd the u#controulable Command. Diſimu- 
lation is rank'd among the 1 na Virtues in the 
Court of Rome: And he that knows not how to 
E 4 diſguiſe 
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diſguiſe his Affections, is not thought worthy of any 
important T; 1* Adonai the Few has loſt his Liberty 
in that City 


/atry of the Romans, Vet 
his Relief; for I underſtand by a Letter from him, 
that he was excepted out of theNumber of thoſe whoſe 
Condemnation is irrecoverable. © 

I reproved him for his Immorality in reflecting 
on the Efablif'd Religion of the Country where he 
reſides.” But this kind of Arrogance is the peculiar 
Vice of the Hebrews. They deſpiſe all other People 
in the World: Whereas thou know'ſt, the impar- 
tial Got reſpects not one Nation more than an- 
other; for they are all equally the Works of his 
Hands. And for aught we know, he tolerates the 
Variety of Religions that are extant in the World, 
with the ſame Indifference as he diſpenſes his common 
Bleſſings to ſuch an infinite Number of Men of di- 
verſe es... 5; 5 

The Multiplieity in the Univerſe exalts the divine 
Unity, which is the Root of all. And if there be ten 
tiouſand Myriads of Worlds, they all ſprang from 
one Cauſe, and there they end. For he is the Firſ 
and Laſt of every Thing. 


Paris, 2d of the 7th Moor, 
of the Year 1655. | 


| CITING 
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LETTER II. 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 

HE Feyptians have a Proverb, That he who 
thinks and ſpeaks of God only when he is me- 


lancholy, ſacrifices to the Planet Pharovis or 3 
an 


r being defective in this courtly Ac. 
compliſhment. It ſeems, he and ſome others of his 
Nation, raid too paſſionately and openly at the 14 | 
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and not to the moſt high and exalted King of a// 
Things, whoisthe Fountain of Joy to Men and Angels. 
I counſel thee not to liſt thyſelf in the Number 


of thoſe who adore the Stars, by cheriſhing ſad 


Ideas of the ever indulgent. and merciful Divinity.; 
nor think thy felf the leſs liable to this Cenſure, 
becauſe it proceeds from a Nation which was once 
at Enmity with the Sons of Jacob. Deſpiſe not the 
Wiſdom of that People, from whom even Mo/*s 
your Law-giver learn'd all his, and from whom all 
Nations borrowed Improvements of Learning, if 
they are not indebted to them for its firſt Rudi- 
ments. . > | Th S490 209 to © 
By what I have ſaid, thou wilt perceive that I 
conſult thy Happineſs, and would have thee chaſe 
away vain Fears and ſuperſtitious Thoughts, the 
mere Product of an ill-temper'd Spleen, which is 
the pecaliar Malady of thy Nation. Let thy Heart 
be always chearful ; for  Gop loves every Thing 
that he has made: The Univerſe overflows with his 
Bounty. Be not too Religious, nor ſtrain the Fa- 
_—__ he has given thee for thy Support, and not for 
y ane. | | 
I had rather hear from thee Matter of News, than 
theſe diſmal Scruples about thy Soul. If thou art 
not willing to embrace the Mu//ſulman Faith, in God's 
Name, continue to obſerve the Law of Maſes, and 
proſecute thy Affairs with Alacrit). —_ 
Thou haſt been very flack of late in ſending me 
Advices of what paſſes at Vienna, and other Parts of 
Germany. We have flying Reports here of the Death 
of Eleanor the Empreſs ; and that on the ſame Day 


whereon ſhe died, Leopoldus Ignatius Foſephus, the 


Emperor's Son, was elected King of the Romans. I 
know not how to write tq the Miniſters of the Porte, 
till thou haſt afcertain'd me of theſe Things. For 
God's ſake, be ſpeedy in thy Diſpatches, Win 
me what is done at wo Diet of Frankfort. Rouſe 

5 ap 
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up thyſelf, and baniſh ſuperfluous Cares. Remem- 
ber, that as there is but Oue God, ſo there is but 
One Law, but One Thing neceſſary to Men, that is, 
To live according to Reaſon. This is engraven in eve- 
ry Man's Heart, and there needs no Comment to ex- 
lain it. Thou art a ſufficient Lan- giwer, Rabbi, 
oder, and Interpreter to thyſelf. Let not others 
amuſe thee with Fables. | T 
I will now acquaint-thee with! ſomething of Cer- 
'tainty. The French have gain'd Landrecies, a ſtrong 
Town in Flanders. It was ſurrender'd to them on 
the 22d of this Moon; and the next Day all the Gar- 
riſon march'd out, conſiſting of 1500 Men, beſides 
300 wounded, | * 
The King is gone upon this good News, to view 


and take care of his new Conqueſt. For this is not 
the only Town the — loſt: They talk 
of Maubeuge, Bowines, and Conde; all which, ac 
cording to freſh Report, are in the Hands of the 
French, This young Monarch is ſtrangely fortunate. 
If thou canſt inform me of ſuch ſucceſsful Cam- 
paigns among the People of the North, fail not to 
do it in Seaſon ; for we are not plac'd in theſe Sta- 
#ions to whiffle to Sheep. | 


Paris, 29th of the ib Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


— —_ — — 
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LETTER XIII. 


To Muſtapba Lulu Beamtulla, @ Man 
of the Law. 

Would willingly be admitted into Paradiſe, as 

1 well as other oe; Neither would | think, 

ſpeak, or do any Thing which might prejudice my 

Tile, and baulk my Pretenſions to eternal Hapi- 

neſs. This Deſire is natural to all Men; and we 
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I profeſs it, thou may'ſt believe me without an Oath. 
Yet methinks, L would not go hoodwinked to Heawen, 
but would fain enjoy the Benefit of my Senſe and 
Reaſon, in my Advances to that Region of Bliſs. 
I believe the A/coran is the Oracle of Gop ; and ' tis 
ſo firmly imprinted in my Memory that I could re- 
peat it verbatim from the beginning to the End, with- 
out miſſing a Yerficle. I give an entire Credence to 
the Doctrine of the Reſurrection 3 being naturally 
deſirous of Immortality: But I connot entertain the 
oſs Conceit, which the greateſt Part of Muſſulmans 
ave of the Reſurrection; that is, that our very Duff 
ſhall be rais'd again, and organis'd:intoa Body. The 
Nazarenes are of the ſame Opinion. But, methinks, 
there's no need of ſtretching and ſtraining of Nature. 
Beſides, this Opinion is inconſiſtent with other funda- 
mental Do&rines of the Mufſulman Lan. | 

We are all taught to believe, that the Saul of 7 uſt 
Men, Saints and Martyrs, immediately on their De- 
parture from the Boay, aſcend to Paradi/e. If fo, then 
they either live there in an unbodied Ef ate, or they 
have new Bodies aſſign'd them by the lame Province 
which gave them their Old. Be it which Way it plea- 
ſes Gop, it will appear a manifeſt Botch inthe Works 
of the O-7nipotent, and Indecorum in Nature, to make 
theſe Souls either caſt off their New Bodies at the Day 
of Fuagment, for the ſake of their o Rotten Relick:, 
after they have enjoy'd all the raviſhing Delights of 
Eden for ſo many Ages; or to fland in need of any 
Bodies at all, after they have liv'd ſo long in a /epa- 
rate Condition. There's no Senſe in it. Doubtleſs, 
this Opinion was firft hatch'd by thoſe who believ'd the 
Sleep of the Soul, and held that it was inſeparable 
from the Body. For then they had no other Way to 
comfort themſelves with any probable Hopes of a /#r- 
wiving Immortality, but by maintaining, that as the 
Soul > with the Body in the Grave, fo both Soul 
and Body ſhauld — again at the Day . 
* 
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Or perhaps this Figure of our Reſurrectian was 
inculcated to inſinuate the Faith of an immortal State, 
into the duller Minds of thoſe who were incapable of 
comprehending either the Pre-exiftence of Sauls, their 
Self Subſiſtence after Death, or their Tran/iation into 


other Bodies. AA wol en;iunbs 2 mon 

It ſeems to me much more eaſy to believe, accord 
ing to the moſt obvious Works of Nature, that after 
our  Di/olution here, we ſhall either aſſume ſome 


or by magnetic 7ran/migration ſhall be united to 
ſome Yegetable or Animal Embryo, than to dream of 
recollecting all our ſcatter'd Abbes together, after ſo 
many Thouſands of Years, wherein they have been diſ- 
pers d, perhaps, thro all the Ranges of the Lai ver ſe. 
Surely, our holy Laaugiver, and all the other Pro- 
pbets, intended no other Thing by the Docrrine of 
the Reſurrection, but only to conyince the World, 
that the Soul was Immortal, and that Nen 
there would be a Reward of Good and Bad Works 
aſter this Life. We ſhall live. for ever, old \Law- 
ver: And what ſignifies it whether ,we have the 
ſame Bodies or others, ſo long as we are happy in 
any State: And if we are metamorphos'd, we can- 
not fail of our ſpecifick Felicity, ſince every Crea- 
ture is happy in his own Eſerxce. Then let us be 
Apes, Dromedaries, Camels, or any Thing but Hogs, 
and we ſhall have Bliſs enough. That Creature is 
the very Emblem of 2 and therefore its 
Life cannot be the Object of a Maſulman's Wiſh. 
Yet we know not the Laws of our Change or Tran/- 
migration from this mortal Life : For the Soul, ac- 
c_—_ to Pythagoras and the Ancienti, is capable of 
or Ms. DO NTT TA 1339 P 
If thou wond'reft what has put me upon this Diſ- 
courſe, it is the Remembrance of what I have heard 
thee relate of the Apparition of Dead Men's Bones 
in the Cemetery of Grand Caire in Egypt, at a — 
ON 


Bed of Air, Fire, or other Elemental Supplement, 
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Seaſon of the Year, when Multitudes of People 
by Cuſtom flock thither to behold this wonderful 
Scene of a ſham Reſurrection. I can give it no better 
Title, ſince in all probability tis only the Effect of 
ſome Artifice us d by the Chriſtians, to procure Mo- 
ney from the admiring Crowd. And I'm confirm'd 
in this Belief, - by a Letter I rectiv'd from Mebemet 
the Exil d Eunuch, who now reſides at Caire ; and 
having been curious to obſerve this celebrated Miracle, 
among the other Rarities of this City, ſent me ſuch 
an Account of this Paſſage, as convinces me there's 

ſome Cheat int. d dans 

He tells a great many other Things of the Super- 
flition and Inorance bf the Egyptians as to the Pyra- 
midy, and the ſuppoſed Spirits which guard em. In 
all, he laments the Condition of Mortals, who have 
ſo far degenerated from themſelves, and ſuffer'd their 
Reafon to be debauch'd with Fables.” 

Sage Maftayts, thou art of the Race of thoſe who 
have preſerv'd Science and Philoſophy. A Hah of 
Light inveſts thy Soul. Let no dark Opinion of Gon 
and his Works eclipſe thy Intelle. | 


Paris, 20th of the 8th Moon, 3% 
of the Year. 166868. 


1 — 
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7% Solyman Kuſlir Aga, Prince of "the 


Black Eunuchs, 


| "OY Piper came in an happy Hour : Yet the 


Contents of it ſurpris'd me. Tis a tran 

Turn of Fortune, that the Baſa of Aleppo, after fo 
many Rebe/lioxs,.. ſhould become the Sultan's Fa- 
voutite, and. be inveſted in the bigbe Dignity of 
| 3 : only 
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only effectual Courſe to reclaim him, and of an Ene- 
my to render him a Friend: For Ambition is a Vice 
ſo nearly bordering on Virtue, ſo-refin'd and ſubtle in 
Complexion, that when the Paſſion which cheriſhes it, 
is once gratified with its proper Object. it ſoon be- 
comes a Virtue itſelf, and transforms a Libertine to a 
Haagi, ranking a Man To-day among the moſt de- 
ferving Heroes, Who but Yeſterday was in the Num- 
Therefore, I eannet but highly applaud the Coun- 
{el of thoſe, who -perfualled the Grand Seignior to 
this uncommon Choice of the Yizir' Azem. The 
whole Empire has languiſh'd for want of a Man of 
Abilities in that Supreme Station, ever ſince the Seal 
was taken from the moſt illuftrious'Cheu/arin Baſſa 
through the Malice of his Enemies. And in this 
Juncture, they could not have piteh'd on a Man 


more capable of the Oharge, than this bold Bo/z ; 


who, befides his Bxperience in the Wars, both by 
Sea and Land, is look'd on as the ſtouteſt Man in 
this Age. As for his former Crimes, they proceeded 
only from his Diſoontent and Thirſt of Glory, which 
is now ſufficiently allay'd by the, Bounty of our Sowe- 
reign. The Cauſe therefore of his Extravagances be. 
ing thus ſeaſonably remov'd, the Eyed will naturally 


But ſuffer me to aſk thee ; Do they not reſent, at 
the Seraglio, his Approaches to that Sanctuary of 
Mortals with ſuch a formidable Retinue ? Thau 
telleſt me, he is attended by forty thouſand Men, an 
Equipage fit for a Sowudreigh Monarch. Perhaps, tis 
only the Effect of his Martial Genius, and that he is 
willing to : like a Soldier: Or. it may be he 
really ſuſpected. Danger, and that he was deſign'd ſor 
a Sacrifice, which made him come thus guarded to 
the Feet of his Meh ; that his. Son might revenge 
his Death, by ſome defperate Attempt on Conſsanli- 
&ople, Be it how it pleaſes Gov, it ſtems, the 3 

wink 
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wink'd at all, and receiv'd him with Tuch Marks of 
his Eſteem and Affection, as are ſeldom vouchſafed 
to Subjetts. I hope the Event will auſwer his Ex- 
pectation. Theſe new Methods of Clemency may 

ve more ſucceſsful, than the ſevere Conduct of 
former Times. Men of great Souls are ſooner ſub- 
du'd by Favour, than Force and Cruelty: 

I am extremely oblig'd to thee for thy Inſtructi- 
ons, which I ſhall exaQly obſerve in writing to 
this Supreme Miniſter. Thou haſt match'd my own 
Thoughts in this Advice: For knowing that Ba//a's 
Temper, it will be Policy, as well as Juſtice, frankly 
to own what 1 have writ againſt him, and not tuft 
my Letter with abject fawning Submiſſions, or ſneak- 
ing Excuſes ; he's brave bimſelf and will be pleas'd 
to ſee a Man reſolute in his Duty. 

However, let the Conſequence be what it will, I 
muſt follow the Meafures of my own Integrity. 
There is ſomething ſo ſatisfactory in Truth, and an 
honeſt blunt Carriage, as far ſurpaſſes the little faint 
Pleaſures of Artifice and Diſſimulation. And I ſhould 
be weary of my Life, were I forc'd to preſerve it 
by ſach effeminate Tricks. Yet, I muſt confeſs, 
*tis a vaſt Encouragement, to find thy Sentiments 
the fame. What is this World, that we ſhould be 
ſo fond of it ? Or what is this Life of Mortals, that 
we need be ſo over-ſtudious of prolonging the Reſpi- 
ration of that Breath, which may with as much 
Eaſe be all breath'd out at once, as by ſo many ſue - 
ceſſive Millions of Moments; for Death properly 
2 but an Inſtant of Time; no more does Life. 
Every Gaſp renews the One, and the laſt com- 
mences and finiſhes the Other. As to Pleaſure and 
Pain, we generally have an equal Share of em. And 
it appears to me an equal, if not a greater Happineſs, 
at once to be freed for ever from he latter, than by 
ſuch an irkſome Compoſition to protract the Enjoy- 
ment of the former, | aig 


Brave 
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Brave Solyman, when I contemplate thy Virtue, 
it inſpires me with Courage againſt the vain Miſts of 
Fear, which the Magick of Opinion has rais'd before 
the Eyes of Mortals. I embrace thee with an extend. 
ed Soul, and wiſh thee” the two Extremes of Happi- 
neſs, Plenitude of Joys in this Life, and an immortal 
Series of Felicities in Paradiſe. Live fot ever, thou 
generous Son of Cham. Depp: | 


Paris, 24 of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


LETTER IX. 
To the moſt Illuſtrious Vizir Azem, at 
the Porte. 


Y the Souls of all my Progenitors, I was glad 

to hear the News of thy Advance to this glo- 

rious Height of Power : Yet when thou wert Baß 
of Aleppo, and held Correſpondence with the Vene- 
tians, I accus'd thee to the Divan, doing thereby no 
ſmall Service to the Ortoman Empire: For which 
thou haſt now Reaſon in Honour to reward me ; 
knowing that I prevented a great Deal of Confuſion 
and Blood. It will not become the firſt Miniſter, 
to cheriſh private Revenges, or harbour ill Thoughts 
of a faithful Slave In diſcovering thy Intrigues at 
that Time, I did but perform my Daw to the Grand 
Seignior, thy Lord and mine, Nay, for aught thou 
knoweſt, I was happily inſtrumental in ſaving thy 
Life, which might have been loſt in the Purſuit of 
thoſe hazardous Projects thou wert then engag d 
in. Be it how it will, thou art now living, and in- 
ſtall'd in the moſt illuſtrious Charge of the Empire. 
And without Flattery I ſpeak it, a braver Man could 


not 
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not have aſcended to that Dignity. May Goy lon 
continue thee in it, to the Joy and Advantage of al 
the * | 

All the World extol thy Valour and Boldneſs; eſ- 
pecially the Nazarenes, among whom the Baſſa of 
Aleppo is famous. 'They alſo highly commend thy 
Juſtice. And thou wilt find in the Regiſter, that 
when I acquainted my Superiors of thy Revolt, I 
was not envious in concealing thy Virtues. 

Therefore I beg of thee not to be partial in thy 
Reſentments ; but conſider Mahmut as a faithful 
Slave, who will never tranſj the Commands of 
the Myferious Bench, nor ſuffer any ſiniſter Motives 
to biaſs him, though *twere in Favour of his own 
Brother. For, this is the ſevere Conduct that is ex- 
pected of me by my Superiors, and which thou thy 
ſelf wilt require at my Hands. 

But, I believe, thou needeſt not theſe Addreſſes 
to move thee to Generofity. Thy own native Juſtice 
will ſuggeſt to thee, that I rather merit a Reward than 
a Puniſhment for doing my Duty, though twere in 
accuſing thyſelf. | 

Confiding therefore in thy Goodneſs, and m 
own Innocence, I ſhall not deſpair of that Protecti- 
on and Fayour from thee, which all thy Predece/- 
ors have afforded me, ſince my Arrival at this Place. 
Nay, I think thy Friendſhip and Eſteem is rather 
due to me, than a thouſand Sycophants and Flat- 
terers. 1 ws | | 

I will in this Confidence write freely to thee, as 
I have been commanded : and vent my Thoughts, 
without a-timorous Reſerve : For thou art the /t 
Juage of the Judges among the Faithful. 

There-is no doubt, but thou haſt heard of the 
Duke of Lorrain, a famous Warrior in theſe Ve- 
ſtern Parts, but now a Pri/oner of State in Spain, I 
ſent Intelligence laſt Year to Mu/tapha Berber Aga, 
of the Grounds and Circumſtances of this * 

On- 
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Confinement, whereof thou can'it not be ignorant. 
For all my Diſpatehes are made publick to the M.. 
niſters of the Bleed Porte. 

The Brother of that Dute immediately ſucceeded 
him, by the King of Spain's Orders, in the Com- 
mand of the Army in Flanders; they call him Duke 
Francis, Every Body thought that he had conſented 
to the Impriſcnment of his Brother, as being diſ- 

uſted at his Incontinency, Avarice, and other V ices, 
Fr was ſuppos'd alſo, that his own Ambition, and 
Thirſt of Honour, had corrupted the Fidelity and 
Love he ow'd to the Son of his Mother; as know- 
ing that by his Fall, he himſelf ſhould riſe to the 
Dignity of General, which his Brother enjoy'd du- 
ring his Liberty. 

But now *tis evident that this Duke Francis did 
all along diſſemble his Reſentments of his Brother's 
Calamity : For he is lately revoked from the King 
of Spain, and come over to the French, with five 
thoufand Horſe and Foot. He has overly declar'd, 
That he will never give Reſt to his Sword, till he 
has either procured his Brother's Relea e, or deeply 
reveng'd the Injuries have been done him. He was 
Teceiv'd by the French King wit all imaginable Un- 
dearment and Careſſes. The whole Cour? are emu- 
lous in ftriving to excel one another in the Demon- 
ſtrations of their Civility and Reipc ct to this Prince; 
and they have cull'd out the beſt Quarters for his 
Soldiers. This Nation is al ways hoſpitable to Sa- 
gers; more eſpecially to ſuch as court their Friend- 
ſhip after this extraordinary Way, who enter inte 
their Intereſts, and engage in their Quarrels. Vet 
neither France, nor all the Kingdoins of Europe to- 
gether, can match the Bounty of the munificent Porte, 
which pardons and receives, with open Embraces, her 
moſt implacable Enemies on their Submiſſions and 
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Commander of the Muſſulman Grandes, thou art 
but a Man, and haſt not exceeded that Character in 
the worſt of thy Errors. Now thou art aſſum'd to 
a Charge which requires the Fidelity and Prudence 
of an Angel. If thou ſhalt reform the State and re- 
ſtore the Muſſulman Affairs to their true Luſtre, we 
ſhall have Reaſon to contemplate thy Life in ſome 
meaſure as a Parallel to that of Craſſus, who was par- 
don'd three Treaſons by Cæ ſar, and afterwards became 
the moſt loyal and ſerviceable Man in the Roman 
Empire. 


Paris, 2d of the 9th Moon, 
of the Tear, 165 5. 


_— 


LETTER XI. 


To Mehemet, an exil'd Eunuch, at 
Caire in Egypt. 


HOU telleſt me wonderful Things of Egypt, 

ſuch as almoſt ſurpaſs Credit. And I perceive. 
thou thyſelf doſt not believe the Story of the an- 
nual Reſurrection of Bones, which is ſo much talk'd 
of by Travellers. My Couſin F ridicul'd it with 
ſmart Reaſon, and was almoſt in Danger of his Life 
among the bigotted Moors and Coptites. 

But I could hardly imagine there had ftill re- 
main'd in that Region (which has undergone ſo many 
Revolutions of Government) any Footſteps of the 
primitive Egyptians. Yet, it ſeems, the Prieſts of 
thoſe early Ages were particularly careful to tranſ- 
mit to Poſterity an exact Hiftory of their Kings, 
with Memoirs of their Action-; the Building of the 
Pyramids ; the Place of the Statues ; the Magica! 
Mirrour ; the City of the Black Eagle; the or of 


non, 
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Dzmons ſeated on the Brow of the Mountain of the 
Moon, the Palace of Adamant, with innumerable 
other Rarities. | 

I tell thee, my dear Mebhemet, I know not how to 
believe all theſe Romantick Stories. It cramps my 
Reaſon to hear of a Brazen Tree with Iron Branches 
and Verſatile Hooks, to catch Liars and Cheats, and 
there detain em till they ſhould do right to thoſe 
whom they had injur'd. Altogether as improbable 
is the Story of Gabdafarouis, the Statue ſet up by 
King Gariac. 

ho can read of that Monarch's being carried 

in the Air by Eagles, but may as well believe the 
Romantic] Voyage of Domingo Gonſales to the Moon. 
If thou know'ſt not that Story, I'll tell thee in ſhort, 
That this was a certain Spaniard, who in a Paſlage 
to the Indies, being by Shipwreck caſt aſhore on the 
Hand of St. Helena, with a Negro his Slave, they 
were put to their ſhifts ſo far as to divide that unpeo- 
pled and deſolate and between em out of pure Ne- 
ceſlity, that they might both find Proviſion enough to 
keep em from ftarving (for it ſeems, there was great 
ſcarcity of every Thing that ſerv'd the Uſes of Life.) 

In this Condition, Nece/ity, the Mother of Cun- 
ning Devices, taught them-to hold Correſpondence 
with one another, though living at oppoſite Angles of 
the Jie, by the Help of certain wild Swans, which 
they took out of their Neſts very young, and brought 
'em up as they do Pigeons at Babylon and Aleppo to be 
wy = nt 1 an Mok, % 

- Afterward, as the Sto „Domingo try ing ſe- 
veral Experiments on his Bods, and finding all ſuc- 
ceſsful ; at laſt having got four and twenty of them 

ther, and having brought 'em up to his Lure, 

ventur'd his Carcaſe with 'em in the Air, faſten- 
ing them together with Ropes and other Materials. 
But the extravagant Animals one Day took Wang, 
and carry'd their Maſter to the Moor ; "ye = 
reſide 
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reſided a conſiderable Time; ſaw and convers'd with 
divers Inhabitants of that Neighbouring G/obe, viſited 
the Courts of ſeveral Lunar Princes, and was kindly 
receiv'd by em all, even at the Seraglio of the Chief 
Emperor, or Grand Seignior himſelf, And having 
been preſented with three Stones of matchleſsVirtue, 
and other rich Gifts, he had his Audience of Conge, 
and came down to the Earth again, where he pub- 


lind a Journal of his Travelt, out of which I have 


extracted this ſhort Epitome; not thinking it worth 


3 the while to trouble thee with the entire Relation of 


his ingenious Whimſies. 

Doubtleſs, there is nothing ſo eaſy, as to invent 
new and unheard-of Fables, to amuſe the credulous 
World, and captivate their Underſtandings. And I 
have told thee this, as a Parallel to thoſe monſtrous 
Figments of Egype : Such as that of King Gancam's 
being carried in a Pavilion on the Shoulders of 
Spirits : His magical Tables, and the reſt of his glo- 
rious Whim-Whams. And that of the Queen Bor/a, 
who fate on a fiery Throne, and liv'd in an en- 
chanted Caſtle, whoſe Walls were full of Pipes, which 
convey'd to her the Aadreſſes of all Sorts of Plantiffs 
and her Decree and Deciſion of Controverſies back 
again to them. Such another is that of Bardefr's 


filver Tower, and his 7 before his People in the 


Clouds of Heaven: and Bedoura's ſending an Angel] 
who made ſuch a horrible Roaring, that it cauſed an 
Earthquake. | 

Who can without laughing read the Story of the 
Idol of the Teft, which diſtinguich' d between Harlots 
and Virgin; by the Touch of their Hand ? or of the 
Spirits which guard the Pyramids, one like a naked 
Woman, king about in the open Air at Noon, 


and making Men run mad for Love of her ? Ano- 
ther in the Form of an old Man, with a Baſket on 
his Head, and a Cenſer in his Hand ? A third of a 
black Woman with a monſtrous Child in her Arms ? 

| There 
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There is no End of ſuch Fables, Neither can any 
Man of Reaſon, ſtoop to fo much Eaſineſs as to re- 
ard em. And it is a Pleaſure to me, when I con. 
tider thee as a Man actually Saryrical upon Opinion: 
and Traditions repugnant to Senſe. 
Mehemet, whilſt thou art in Egypt, remember that 
thou wert born in Arabia, where Science has floy- 
riſh'd for theſe thouſand Years. 


Paris, 28th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


r 


| LETTER XII. 
To Zorneſan Muſtapha, Baſſa of the Sea. 


Will _ to Divination, nor flatter thee 
_ Þ with Preſages of better Fortune againſt the Venc- 
tians, during thy Command of the Nawy than thy 
Predeceſſors have had; yet I believe thou haſt more 
Honeſty and Valour than ſome of them. And I con- 
gratulate thy Riſe to this Dignity. 

If my Intelligence be true, a more glorious Flee? 
has not ſail'd out of the Ottoman Harbours, than ap- 
pears now at Sea, under thy Command. May thy 
Succeſs anſwer the Expectation of the Maul mans. 
But I tell thee, thou haſt need to look about thee; 
for thou wilt encounter a valiant and ſubtle Enemy. 

Theſe Venetian are not like the reſt of the Naga- 
renes, ſuperſtitiouſly devoted to the Sentiments of 
their Pries. That kind of Bigottry chains up Mens 
Spirits and renders them effeminate : It blinds em 
and robs 'em of their Senſe and native Vigour. But 
theſe are bold, reſolute People, fearing neither Man 
nor the Devil. They are alſo well vers'd in Stra- 
tagems, being as cunning as Serpents. In fine, Venice 
is a Commonwealth made up of Soldiers and Stateſ- 


men 
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men: And thou can'ſt not expect, that the Sea makes 
'em degenerate. Therefore look for hot Entertainment 
whenever thou engageſt thoſe Aboriginal Tarpaaulins. 
I ſpeak not this to diſcourage thee, but to arm thee, 
with due caution, Thou knoweſt the ſame Gop who 
made them, made thee, and all the Men in thy Feet. 
Thou haſt alſo the Happineſs to ſerve the moſt victo- 
rious Empire in the Hard. Fear nothing therefore: 
But when thou looſeſt from the Helleſpont, with the 
invincible Fleet, adorn'd with Enfigns of high Renown 
the proſperous Streamers of Mabomet; when thou 
heareſt the All-cheering Clarions and 7imbrels breath- 
ing the loſty Menaces, the vital Airs of War; then let 
thy noble Heart flouriſh with brave Thoughts, and 
briſk Reſolutions, Yet let not a falſe Aſſurance of Vi- 
ctory make thee raſh, and bereave thee of that Con- 
duct, which is as neceſſary a Qualification in a Ge- 


neral as Courage. Conſider that the Fortune of 


Battles is uncertain: Therefore do all Things with 
great Precaution. Truſt not to the Force of thy 
Commiſſion, in that thou fighteſt for the Law- and 
Honour of the Prophet. But remember the Proverb of 
the Ancients, which ſays, The Devil often carries the 
Standard of the living Gov. There may be thoſe in 
thy Fleet, who are treacherous, and at the Devotion 
of the Nazarenes. For I hear, that both Spah;”s 
and Faniſaries were very unwilling to embark 
themſelves ; and Gop knows, how far the Venetian 


| Gold may work on ſome of their Officers, Though 


their Reſentments ſeem'd to be appeas'd by the 
Bounty of our glorious Sowereign, yet the ſmalleſt 
Occaſion may renew their old Diſcontent again; 
and put em on more dangerous Tumults at Sea, than 
thoſe they were guilty: of aſhore: Or atleaſt they will 


become more remiſs and cold in the Service of the 
Grand Seignior, 


Be 
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Be it how it will, if the Nawy has not good {uc- 
ceſs, the Blame of all will be laid on thee. Pardon 
therefore the Freedom I take in adviſing thee, ſince 
*tis an Argument of my Affection and Concern for 
thy Honour and Safety. And no Man can with Rea- 
ſon be offended at another. for warning him of 

. Ina Word, I wiſh thee the good Fortune 
of the Engli/þ ; who have wr taken an and in 
the Weſt Tries from the Spaniards : They call it Ja- 
Maica. | 
It ſeems the King of Spain had poileſs'd this Ie, 

from the Time of the firſt Conqueſts in America, 
where his Subjects had committed horrid Cruelties on 
the Natives ; for which they are now puniſh'd by that 
new Commonwealth, who boaſt that they are eſtabliſh- 
ed by Gop to reform or overturn all the Kingdoms of 
Europe. | 
Thou haſt heard, I ſuppoſe, of Oliver, the So- 
vereign of that Nation. He a like another 
Gingiz Cham, ſetting up for a Prophet and Founder 
of a new Empire. He has refus'd the Tele of King, 
which was offer'd him by the Eng/i/h States, with 
all the Enfigns of Royalty, But he aims at a more 
ſublime Character, lay ing the Foundation of his 
Hopes in a ded Modeſty, aſſuming only the 
Stile of Protector. They ſay, he talks of leading an 
Army to the. Gates of Rome, and when he has ſub- 
dued the Pope, that he will march or fail to Con- 
2 and drive the Grand Seignior out of his 
Seraglio. 

1 *ell thee, theſe are not Things to be contemn'd 
or laugh'd at. For this Oliver has the Fame of a 
Great and Invincible General. And I can aſſure thee, 
all the neighbouring Kings and States court his 
Friendſhip. In fine, he makes the moſt formidable 
4 at preſent of any Prince in theſe Veſtern 
Farts. 


If 
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Il it will divert thee at Sea, to hear of the Tranſ- 
XZ actions by Land, know, that Leopoldus Ignatius Fo- 
= /ephus, Son of the German Emperor, is elected King 
© of the Romans in the Room of his deceaſed Brother. 


R 


There's alſo a Diet aſſembled at Frankfort, Where they 
ghaave too many Diſcords and Quarrels of their own, 
co have Leiſure to plot any Miſchief againſt the Empire 

of true Believers. Theſe Infide/s, in their publick 
Councils, are like Women Scolding away the Time 
that ſhould be employ'd in Action. 
3 There arrives daily a great deal of News out of 
Sweden, Muſcovy, and Poland. One Poſt informs us 

= ofa Plague raging at Moſcow, and other Cities of that 
Northern Trac : Another alarms us with Intelligen- 
ces of Sieges and Plundering of Towns, Diſpeople- 

ing of Provinces, and a Deluge of Blood and dlaugh- 
ter; For the Swedes eſpouſing the Quarrel of the 
Muſcovites, endeavour to make their own Game in 
7 YZoland; many Princes and Great Men, with their 
= Towns, Villages and Vaſſals, revolting daily from 
the unfortunate Caſimir, and ſubmitting to the Saved- 
8 5A Monarch 0 
1 And here in Fance, thoſe that go not to the Wars 
make private Campaigns at Home. Here's nothing 
but Duelling and Murder among Men of the Sword ; 
Wzilſt the Eeelefraflicks are combating one mother 
with their Pens, and the Lawyers with their Tongues, 
A In Switzerland they're mad about Religion. At 
= Dantzich, two Eagles were (een combating in the Air. 
And, as if all Nature were in a ferment, the Winds 
have been at Variance in the Bowels of the Earth, 
which has occaſioned frequent Earthguates in the Parts 
of Germany. The King of Poland's Brother is dead, 
and the Queen Motber of Sweden, 4 
We muſt all die at the determin'd Hour; and 
there is no other Terror in Neath, but what is crea- 
ted by our on Opinion, nor aay greater Pain chan at- 


tended our Birth. For at our 1 every n | 


al 
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of which we were compounded, takes its proper ſhare, 
and that which is divine in us, returns to that Whick 
is divine inthe Univerſe. 


Paris, 28th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Tear 1655. 
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LETTER XIII. 
To Peſteli Hali, bis Brother, Maſter 7 
the Grand Seignior's Cuſtom, 'N 


UR Kinſman Jef is now gone for Mu/:;c, 
having viſited the moſt remarkable Places in 
this Kingdom. I receiv'd a Letter from him dated 
at Diepe, a Sea-Town over againſt the Egli4 Cort. 
He was juſt a going aboard, as he tells me, when hb: 
deliver'd his Diſpatch to the Poſt. Gop grant hima 
roſperous Voyage to that Region, and whitherſoever 
bis Genius, or Fortune carries him. | 3 
I am extremely pleas'd with his Converſation, 8 
Whilſt he was in Paris, I was never ſenſible of Me. 
lancholy, unleſs twere in the Evenings, which 
forc'd us to part Company. He has an excellent 
Memory, and recounts all the Adventures of his 
Life with a great deal of Eaſe, both to himſelf and 
his Hearers' He never was at a Loſs for Matter, or 
confaunded one Circumſtance with another, but rank- 
ing eyery Thing in its due Time and Place, deliverd % 
all with a Clearneſs and Grace, which affected me 
with ſingular Delight. 2 
Beſides, he has a ready Wit, lively Fancy, and 
Judgment enough for one of his Years. ' I tell thee, 
the Relations he has made of his Travels, with his 
regular Deportment here in Paris, of which I have 
been a Witneſs, have imprinted in me ſuch an 
Opinion of his Ability, that J have truſted him 


with 
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with ſome particular Inſtructions, in order to a 
ſettled Coreſpandence between. us in whatſoever 
Court he reſides. For, in à Word, I. find him 
mature enough for Buſineſs: of Moment : And it 18 
Pity his Parts ſhould be bury'd without ever appear- 
ing in Action. 0 C0 5 FI A ISI 


If he ſucceeds in what I have put him . when | 


he arrives at Archangel, a Sea-Porte in Ruſſia, and a 
Place of great Commerce and 'Traflick, I ſhall have 
good Reaſon to hope for more important Matters 
when he comes. to Moſcow, the chief City of the 
Men who worſhip the Eyes of their Emperor. And 
then it will be Time to give a due Character of him 
to the [Miniſters of the Porte: Wherein, thou wilt 
have many Opportunities to perform the Office of a 
Kinſman and Friend. Thoſe of the ſame Blood, 
ought thus to ſerve one another with Integrity and 
Affection: For in ſo doing we help ourſelvez, 
ſtrengthen, the Intereſt of our Family, and ſhall 
find Returns in Time of Need. As thou haſt re- 
ceiv'd Favour from Kerker Haſſan Baſſa, on che Belk 
of being his Countryman; ſo there is greater Reaſon 
that thou ſhould'ſt ſhew Kindneſs to 1/ouf who par- 

takes of our Blood. SF | 
There ariſes a vaſt Complacency from doing good 
Offices, tho? to. a Stranger, or even to an Enemy. 
Man is naturally generous, and he has debauch'd his 
Soul, who acts cantrary to this Principle. Yet the 
greateſt Part of Men are degenerated. They. gurſug 
Lious, Ygers, Bears, and ſuch like 3 
with inexorable Hatred and Revenge; they bear 
ſecret Antipathies againſt Spiders, Toads, Serpents 
and other venomous Creatures; and yet they are 
all theſe Things, or worſe themſelves. , Ever ſince 
Aſtra abandon'd the Earth, there has been a ſtrange 
Detamerphoſes in our Race; Men have for the mot 
part_forlaken their Humanity, and chang'd Na- 
ture With che Savages, Nays we tranſcend them in 
2 What 
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whatſoever is cruel and vicious: As if our Reaſon 
were given us only to teach us the moſt refined 
Methods of Impiety, and to be a more exquiſite Spur 
to Vice. 7 | = | 

Tfaf has preſented me with ſolid Obſervations of 
this Kind in his Travels, eſpecially in Africt : He 
ſays, that Region is not more prolifick of ſtrange and 
horrible Beaſts, than it is of monſtrous Men, Brutes, 
and 'Dewvils in human Shape. And-tho' he relates 
ſome fair things of the Indians, and other People 
in Afia, yet they are intermix'd with tragical Re- 
ports, and mournful Memoirs; ſuch as ſtain the 
H*ory of our Race, and make it evident, that it is 
hard to meet with one good Man among ten thou- 
ſand. The whole World is over-ran with Oppreſli- 
on, Cruelty, Avarice, Perfidy and Luſt. 

He relates ftrange Things of the Antiquities of 
Egypt. He calls it the only Scexe of Wonders and 
Miracles on Earth. Indeed this Country was very 
famous among all Nations for the Wiſdom: and 
Learning of her Priefts ; who in the firſt Apes of 
the Vorld, underſtood all the Secrets of the Elements, 
the Virtues of Plants and Minerals, and were per- 
fectly vers'd in the Science of the Stars and Spirits, 
and in all manner of my/terious Knowledge. They 
were ſaid to make Statues and Images that could 
ſpeak, walk, run, and - counterfeit all human 
Actions. They were alſo exquiſite in making mi- 
raculous Ta/iſmans and Mirrors, with any kind of 
magical Work, whereby they k-pt the People, and 
even the Princes in 2. profound Awe and Veneration 
of their prodigious Knowledge and Power, and 
likewiſe defended their Country againſt all 7nwaaey-. 
For no ſooner did an Enemy appear with his Ar- 
mies on the Frontiers of Egypt, but theſe Priefts had 
preſent Intimation of it by their ſecret Art, even in 
their Chambers, perhaps at a hundred Leagues Diſ- 


tnnce, Then by their Enchantments, they either 
caus'd 
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caus'd Fire to conſume them in their Camps, or 
turn'd their Swords one againſt another, or ſent an 
Army of ging d Serpents to deſtroy them. So that 
for many Ages no King ever proſper'd that fought 
againſt the Egyprrans. a 6 

But let not thou and I, dear Brother, ſuffer our 
Reaſon to degenerate, by giving Credit to Fictions 
and Romances, tho! vouch'd by ſome of our Coun- 
trymen, ſuch as Morat Alzeman, EbnAbdalhokm, 
and others. | | 

He alſo tells many remarkable Paſſages of the Py- 
ramids of Caire, the overflowing of the Nile, the 
Mummies, and other Things which I have not now 
Time to rehearſe ; but in another Letter I will gra- 
tify thee with a more ample Account of his Obſerva - 
tions. 

In the mean Time, live thou to enjoy the Fruits 
of thy own Travels in the Eaſt; which if it matches 
not the South in Prodigies and fupendous Inventions ; 
yet it ſurpaſſes both it, and all the reſt of the World, 
in Fuſtice and Morality, | 


Paris, 17th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1655. 


— 


R . 
To Iſmael Kaidar, Cheik, a Man of 
| | the Law. 


F OU haſt*the Character and Fame of a great 


Hiſtorian ; a Man of Intelligence both in the 
Records of paſt, Times, and the Tranſactions of the 
preſent,: Therefore the Name of Chriſtina late Queen 
of Sweden, cannot be ſtrange to thee, I doubt not 


but thou haſt heard of this Princeſs, ſo celebrated 
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throughout the Earth for her Learning, and other 
noble Accompliſhments 3 and how ſhe voluntarily 
reſign'd the Crown to one of her Kinſmen. But, 
perhaps, thou kneweſt not the true Motives which 
induc'd her to this Royal Caprice: For it deſerves 
no "_ Name, as thou wilt underſtand by the Se- 
nel. h | 

N Her Father, who for his ſucceſsful Wars, and 
verpetual Victories, was call'd the Great Guſtave, 
Iy ing, left her in the entire Poſſeſſion of his King- 
dom and new Congueſls in Germany, But during the 
Time of her Reign, Piementelli, the Spaniſb Ambaſ- 
iador at Stockholm, by daily converling with this 
Great Queen, us'd ſuch plauſible Inſinuations, as 
prevail'd on her to have a more favourable Opinion 
of the Pope and his Religion, than ſhe had before en- 
tertained : For all the Swedes are educated in an 
Averſion for thoſe of the Roman Faith. I need not 
explain to thee theſe Diſtinctions of Belzef among 
the Nazarenes; thou art vers'd in their Hiftory, as 
well as in our own. Suffice it to ſay, that this 
Ambaſhdor poſſeſo'd Chriſtina with ſo fair an Idea of 
the Catholick Religion, that ſhe abandon'd her Crow, 
and has ever ſince Ach a Queen Errant, a Royal Ram- 
bler through Europe, being reſolv'd to make Experi- 
ment of the Generoſity of Catholick Princes, whoſe 

Virtze Piementelli had ſo highly extoll'd. e 
{would be a Work of ſeven Moons, for the moſt 
induſtrious Scribe to relate all the particular Magni- 
ſicences with which ſhe has been entertain'd in her 
Travels through Germany, Flanders, Alſace, Inſpruci 
Italy, and Rome, where ſhe now reſides. Every Prince 
of the Roman Church, through whole Territories ſhe 
Pw, was ambitious to appear prodigal of his 
*avours and Civilities to their i//aſtrions Stranger: 
Perhaps to evade the Laſhes of her Wrt, which, 
they fy, is very Sætyrical. Or it may be for other 
Reaſons more forcible and poignant. Be it how 
| 1. 
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it will, the Roman Wits have not ſpar'd her, as thou 
wilt perceive -by the following Verſes, which on the 
firſt Day of the Moon of January were found in the 
Hand of Pa/quin, and on the Portal of the Palac 
Ferneſe, where ſhe reſides, ; 


Pazza, Gobba, & Zoppa viene dal Norte, 
Del Monarcha Invitto  indegna Figlia, 
NMentre Polog.:ia Gente & fi Scompiglia, 
A wane Pompe Rome epre le Perte : 
Contra gqueſti Applauſi Þ ungrida forte, 
Ft in baſſe N te l' altre bis Biglia. 
Corre la Scioca Genti, alza le ciglia, 
Hide Paſquin del Papa & della Corte. 
Su ſu venite voi Ruffiani Snelli, 

Et portate à Chriſtina *fravagante, 

Di wenere il Seetro ne i Paxxrelli: 
Vuol parar dotta, & & rozza Pedante. 
E in Braccio a man;iator di Ravanelli, 
Lal parer caſta, & e Putana Errante. 


I ſend thee theſe Verſes in the Original, know- 
ing thou arta Critic&in the Talian Language; be ſides. 
they will not ſound fo well in Arabick Thou that 
haſt been in Rome, know'ſt what Paſquin is, and art 
no ſtranger to the Humours of that City. 

Let not Lampoons of moroſe Italians abate thy 
Charity for this renowned Prince:: But let her Ex- 
travagancies be an Argument of the Greatneſs of her 
Soul ; and remember the old Roman Proverb which 
ſays, There's no ſurpa//ing Genius, without ſame Miæ- 
ture of Madneſs. 


Paris, 3024 of the 1/t Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 
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LETTER: XV. 
To the ſame, 


AV ING the Space of an Hour before the Po/ 

goes, I could not forbear to inform thee of a new 
Ster which lately appear'd in theſe Parts, moving in a 
direct Line from Eaſt to North. The Aftronomer:; 
have made accurate Qbſeryations of it, and yet are 
at a Loſs what to conclude. Some ſay, tis below 
the Moon, others place it in the Sphere of the fixed 
Stars, One will have ita Meteor; a Second affirms it 
to be a Planet; whilſt the Fewws report every where, 
that "tis the Star of Jacob, and a Sign that their Me 
fas is at Hand. 

Nathan Ben Saddi, one of that Nation at Vienna, 
ſends me ftrange Stories concerning the Prodigies 
which ſhall go before and accompany the Appearance 
of the Deliwerer of Tjrael (as he calls him.) 

He ſays, there ſhall ſpeedily come a Sort of People 
from the uttcrmoſt Parts of the Earth, of a black and 
horrible Afpect, ſo that whoever ſhall but caſt an Eye 
on any of them, ſhall immediately die, as by the 
Giance of a Baſiliſk. For every one of them ſhall 
have two Heads, and ſeven Eyes, glowing and ſend- 
ing forth Sparks of Fire as poiſonous as the Flaſhes 
of the Wind E/-Samiel in Arabia. They ſhall alſo 
be ſwift as Stags. And about the ſame Time, an 
extraordinary Heat ſhall flow from the Sar, which 
being diſpers'd through the Elements ſhall corrupt 
the Air, Earth, and Waters, and inſect all this 
lower World with ſuch pe/ti/ential Qualities, that 
a Million of Geztiles (for fo the Fews call all that 
are not of their own Nation) ſhall die every Day. 
And Men ſhall be in ſo great Conſternation, that 
they ſhall run up and down the Streets crying, 
Wo, Vs to us and our Children ! They ſhall dig their 
own Graves, and go down into them of their 
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own accord, expecting Death. But that all this 
Time, the 2 hall de in Safety and Health. 

This Hebrew adde, that the Light of the Sun ſhall 
be totally extirguiſh'd for the Space of thirty Days; 
during which hortiblic Darkneſs, the Chriſtiaxs 7 
Mahometams fhall acknowledge their Errors, ar.d 
many of them ſhall embrace the Law of Re; for 
which Gop being moved to Mercy, will reſtore that 
Planet again to its former Brightness. 

But what he ſays next, is an unhappy Pre/are to 
the Romans, whoſe Empire, according to this // adi- 
tion, ſhall be extended over all the Regions of the 
Earth for the Space of nine Moons.” After which 
Term, God ſhall ſend the firſt Meſhas, the Son of 
Joſeph, who ſhall gather the diſpers'd Tribes of 
ſracl, and conduct them to Ferujalem; from 
whence he ſhall iſſue forth, with a victorious Army, 
and lay waſte the Roman Empire, ſack Nome itſelf, 
and carry away the immenſe Riches o the CH- 
ans to Jeruſalem; and the very Fear of him hail 
reduce all Nations to his Obedience. He ſhall fohe 
with Armillai Haraſcha, the Antichriſt of the Chri- 
ſiaus, and ſhall deſtroy Two hundred thouſand of 
Armillai's Followers; but in the End ſhall be ſſain 
himſelf, and the good Angeli ſhall tranſport his Body 
to the Apartment of the Fathers. 


The Fews hold, That this 4rmi!/ai ſhall foring 


out of an Image of the Virgin Mary in Rome, med? 
of Marble, with which the moit Wicked and Profli- 
gate among Men ſhall be enamou'd, and commit 
the moſt execrable Uncleanneſs that can be named. 
The Reſult- of theſe adultersus Congreſſes ſhall be, 
That the Statue, by a ſupernatural Power, ſhall prove 
Inpregnate; and cleavmg aſunder, ſhall be delive1'd 
of this young Antebriſti, who is to vex and erb- 
cute the Fezvs, and afllict them with greater C:.!a- 
mities than either bey or their Fathers felt ſince the 
Beginning of the Norli. They ſhall be forc'd to flee 
5 into 
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into the Deſarts, and hide themſelves in the Den- 


ny Quarrels among us. 


and Caves of the Earth, living only on the Graf:. 
and Herbage, with the Leaves of Trees, till the 

eat Michael the Archangel ſhall thrice wind hi; 
Horn Then ſhall the Second Meſias, the Son of 
David, with Elias the Prophet appear, who ſhall 
reſcue *em out of all their Troubles, and lead them 
triumphant to Paradiſe. ; 

This is the Sm of what Nathan and all the Fey 
believe concerning the Laft Times, which they ſay 
are now approaching : As is evident by the Riſing 
of this New Star, accompany'd with terrible Thun- 
ders and Lightnings. And the chief Patriarch or 
Prince of the Fewws is come from Feru/alem to Vi. 
enna, to prepare thoſe of his Nation in the Veſtern 
Parts for the Grand Revolutions which they believe 
are ready to fall out in the World. All the Fews in 
that City went out a League to meet him, with 
great Pomp and Solemnity. | 

In the mean while, I hear that the Son of the late 
Vizir Azem makes a Confuſion amongſt you at Con- 
ftantinople, and the Parts adjacent, being at the Head 
of Fifty Thoutand Men, on Pretence to revenge the 
Death of his Father, but really to recover his ra- 
viſh'd Mi/treſ5, the fair So/tana Zamiouwre, who was 
forc'd from his Seraglio by the Grand Seignior's Com- 
mand. Women and Wine, according to the Proverb 
of the Franks, makeall the Diſturbance in the World. 
And without Tee, to Remembrance the Trojan 
Wars, the unhappy Effects of Helena's Perfidy, we 
may conclude, that Women are the Occaſions of ma- 


There is a Peace lately concluded between the 
French and the New E 145 Commonwealth : By 
which means, the exiPd King of the Scots was 
forced to depart from this Realm, which has been 
his Sanctuary for . Vears. He went away at 
the Beginning of the Treaty, and has wander'd u 

| an 
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and down Germany ever ſince ; ſometimes keeping a 
Court like a King, at other Times living incegnito, and 
very privately, with only two or three Attendants. 
That poor Prince is very unfortunate ; yet, they ſay, 
he bears his Calamity with ſingular Moderation, and 
a certain Royal Stiffneſs of Mind, which will rather 
breaks than bend. 

This Pope is a great Peace-maker, and has ſent 
Nuncio's with Letters to all the Princes of Chri/ten- 
dom within the Pale of the Roman Church, earneſtly 
perſuading them to Unity and Friendſhip, that fo 
their Arms may be turn'd againſt the Maſſulmans. 
His Predeceſſor was of another Sentiment, and would 
not intermeddle with the Quarrels of any. One Day 
as he was looking out of a Window of his Palace 
with ſome Cardinals, they eſpied two Men a fighting 
in the Street; whereupon they defired the Holy Fa- 
ther to interpoſe his Authority, and command Peace; 
But he refus'd, ſaying, ** Let them fight it out and 
then they']l be good Friends of courſe. And turn- 
ing to the Span; Ambaſſador, he ſaid, So will it 
« fare with your Maſter and the King of France; 
when they have ſufficiently — one anc ther 
with Wars they will gladly embrace the Propoials 
of Peace. 

Here is great Rejoicing for the Reconciliation 
newly made between the King and his Uncle the 
Duke of Orleans, who having been eſtrang'd : long 
Time, the latter having eſpous'd the Prince of Condes 
Cauſe. But now he has abandon'd it, and is come 
to the Court. | 

Theſe Infidels are as inconſtant as the Winds, 
which vary toall the Points of the Compals, 


Paris, 3oth of the 1% Moon, 
ef the Par 1656, 
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15 ETTER XVI. 
Ti & Soly man his Couſin, at Scutari, 


See thou zart given over to a Spirit of Diſcon- 

tent. Nothing canpleaſe thee. Thou murmur. 

elt at Prowidexee, and caſteſt Obloquies on the Ways 

of Gop: Az if the Order of all I hings, and the Efta- 

iiſh'd Oeconomy of the e mult be chang'd to 
cratify:thy- Humour. 

Formerly thou wert troubled with dull melancholy 
Thonghts about Religion :* Now thou art angry with 
thy Trade, and pineſt that thou wert not educated in 
the Academy! A. meehanick Fife, thou {ay*ſt, is tedi- 
ovs and itkſome; beſides that it is beneath one of thy 
Bled to be always employ'd in making of Turbanti. 
Thou wiſheſt rather to have been a Cour vers Soldier, 
or any thing, ſave what thou art. 

Coufin,- let not Pride and Ambition corrupt thy 
Manners. Doſt thou not conſider, that all true Be- 
lievers are obliged to exerciſe ſome auual Occupa- 
tion, ard that the- Sultan himſelf is not exempted 
from this Duty? Did not the Prophet himſelf pra- 
ctiſe it, and enjoyn it to all his Followers? Haſt thou 
not heard of his Words, when he faid, Vo Man cas 
ea: any Thing fweeter in this World, than avhat i; 
acquired by his own Labour. Dcubtleſs, all the Pro- 
phets and holy Men have gain'd their Bread by their 
lawful Empley ments. Adam was a Gardener, Abel 
4 Shepherd; Seth a Weawer, Enoch a Taylor, Noah 

a Ship-wright, Moſes, Saguib and Mahomet avere 
Shepherds 3 ; Jeſus the Son of Mary a Carpenter, Abu- 
Becre, Omar, Othman, Gali and Gabdorachaman 
avere Merchants. * © 

Doſt thou efteem thyſelf of batter: Blood than 
Adam, from whom thou receivedſt thine? For 
Shame prefer not thv {elf to Noah, the Reftorer of 

| - Man- 
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Mund iud to Te the Meſſas, to Mahomet our holy 
Law-giver, and to the reſt of thoſe excellent Perſons 
who thought ic no Contempt to work at their ſeveral 
Trades, and eat the Bread of their on Labours, 

Beſides, doſt thou confider the dangerous In- 
trigues of a Prince's Court? Art thou ſufficiently 
arm'd with Wit and Dexterity, to ſecure thy Sta- 
tion againſt the wily Trains of deſigning Men ? 
J do not reproach thy Abilities : Yet I think thou 
wilt do better in the Poſt allotted thee by Deſtiny ; 
that is, in thy proper Calling, than in the perilous 
Condition of thoſe who ſtand or fall at the Plea- 
ſure of others. Whereas thou art now thy own 
Man, and needeit fear no Tempeſts of State, or 
Frowns of thy Prince, ſo long as thou purſueſt 
none but thy private Affairs. Many Sovereign Mo- 
narchs have envied ſuch as thee, When they have 
ſeen how cheerfully and quietly they paſs away 
their Time, under the Umbrella of an obſcure and 
private Life: Whereas at the Court there is no- 
thing but Intriguing, Plotting and Treachery; one 
undermining another, to make Way for their own 
Advance. The Court is a perfect Theatre of Fraud, 
Ditſimulation, Envy, Malice, and a thouſand Vices, 
which there act their various Parts under the Habit 
and Diſguiſe of ſeeming Virtues. There a Man mult 
flatter the Great, and ſpeak againſt his own Senſe, 
and the Truth, to procure. the Favour of ſome digni- 
Ty Fool: Than which nothing is more ignoble and 

aſe. 

This puts me in mind of a pleaſant Re partee, which 
Diogenes the Philoſopher gave to a Courtier. The 
Spark paſſing by Diogenes as he ſat in a Tub eating 
of Turneps, put this Scoff upon him; Dzogezes, ſaid 
he, IF wwouldſt but learn the Art of Flatten, 
thay need” ſt not fit here in a Tub, ſcrauching of Roots. 
To whom the Philo/opher reply'd, And thou vain- 
tlorious Man, if thou wouldſt but learn ta live 1 

Tit 
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ewith my homely Fare, need'ſt not condeſcend to the 
Fawning of a Spaniel. 

But Couſin, let not this Paſſage cauſe thee to emu- 
late the Philoſopher's Manner of Life, for he had 
his ices, as well as other Men. If he was no Flat- 
terer, yet he was proud and opiniative : He laid | 
Trains for the Applauſe of Men in all his Actions, * 
and ſo taught others to become Flatterers, though he 
was none himſelf, All his pretended Humility, 
Mortification, and Rigour, were but ſo many De- 
coys for Fame. Of this Plato was ſenſible, who was 
a far more excellent Phi/o/opher than he. As this 
Sage was one Day walking with ſome of his Friends 
in the Fields, they ſhew'd him Diagenes ſtanding up 
to the Chin in Water, whoſe Superficies was frozen 
over, ſaving one Hole that Diogenes had made for 
himſelf : Pub, ſays Plato, Don't regard him, and 
he'll ſoon be out: For had he not ſeen us coming this 
Way, he would not have put himſelf to this Pain. 
Another Time this Philoſopher came to Plato's Houſe 
and as he walked on the rich Carpets with which the 
Floor of the Hall was cover'd : See, ſaid Diogenes, 
how I trample an Plato's Pride. Yes, ſaid Plato, but 
with greater Pride. = FS 

Certainly, the 2 Philoſophers, Doctors, and 
even Saints themſelves, have their Errors and Fail- 
ings. Do not therefore affect to change thy Calling, 
for the Life of a Student or a contemplative Man. 
For the ſame Diſcontent will ſtill haunt thee in that 
State, which makes thee ſo aneaſy now : Thou arta 
perfect Stranger to the intolerable Anguiſh of Mind 
which afflicts Thinking Men, and ſuch as apply them- 
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ſelves to the Study of the Sciences. They labour under ; 

a perpetual Thirſt of Knowledge, and the more they I 
learn, the greater and more ardent is their Deſire of b 
farther Diſcoveries. So that the moſt accompliſh'd | 
| Sages are no more ſatisſy'd with their own Acqui- F 


ſitions, than he who has never meddled with Books. 
| Then 
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Then as to their Bodies, they are always vexed with 
one Malady or other, proceeding from the violent Agi- 
tation of their Spirits, the Intenſeneſs of their Thoughts, 
perpetual poring upon Books, and their ſedentary Life. 

In all that I have ſaid, I do not diſſuade thee 
from ſeeking after Knowledge, I rather counſel thee 
to read Books, and I gave thee the ſame Advice in a 
former Letter: But do it with Moderation. Let not 
thy Studies intrench on the Affairs of thy Calling. 
Read Hiſtories, or other Jracts according to thy Fan- 
cy, when thou haſt nothing elſe to do. But do not 
follow it ſo cloſe, as if thou aſpired'ſt to the Chara- 
cter of a compleat Hiſforian or Pholiſapher. Still re- 
member, that thou art a Turbant Maker, and that by 
the Decrees of Fate thou art born for this Buſineſs. 


Follow it with Alacrity and Mirth. When thou art 


at thy Work, 'twill be pleaſant meditating on what 
thou haſt read at thy ſpare Hours. Thou wilt find 
thy ſelf much more happy, in thus mixing Studies 
with the neceſſary Offices of thy Trade, than in aban- 
doning thy ſelf wholly to a contemplative Life, And 
in the midſt of thy Diſguſts, thou may*ſt comfort thy 
ſelf with this Reflection, that thou art of none of the 
moſt deſpicable Ca/lings, which ſerve the Neceſſities 
of Man's Body. Had thy Employment been only 
to make Papouches or Sandals, which cover the Feet, 
it might have been an Argument of Diſcontent to thee, 
in regard the Foot is the moſt contemptible Member in 
the Fod But now thou paſſeſt thy Time in making 
Ornaments for the Head, which is the nobleſt Part, 
and Commander of all the Reſt, thou haſt no Reaſon 
to repfine. . 

If, after all, thou reſolveſt to change thy Courſe of 
Life, I adviſe thee to turn Soldier, for then thou muſt 
ieee Fates. 
Paris, 1 3th of the '4th' Moon, 


ta hb Man, un, 
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LET 16 KATIE 
To Melec Amer | 

HE Nazarenes. boaſt much of the new Con- 
wverts they have made from the Mu/ſſulmans Law 
to the Faith of Jeſus the Son of Mary. On the 237 
of the laſt Moon, a Moor of Tripoli was baptiz'd in 
a Church of this City; and the next Day he wi: 
anointed with their Chri/m or holy Oil (as they call 
it) which they ſay has a Virtue, to confirm and 
ſtrengthen him in his new Religion. On the 25th 
he was cloath'd all in white Linen, and walk'd in 
Proceſſion through the Streets with Mufick playing 
before em, whilſt the Ground was ſtrewed with 
Flawe;'s, When he arriv'd at the great Maſch of chi 
City, a Prieſt gave him that which they eſteem the 
Poay of the Meſias, but in reality is only a Wafer, 
with the Figure of a Man cruciff'd on it. Theſe 
Wafers are made and fold to the Priefts by the com- 
mon Bakers of the 'Town, and yet they make the 
Poor ignorant People believe, with four Words thi y 
can Change em into an immortal God. 

The Renegado Moor appears very zealous and de- 
vout, frequenting the Temples; and viſiting all hy 
Places. He walks along the Streets with Beads in 
his Hand, which the People interpret as an Argu- 
ment of his Piety to the Virgin Mary the Mother 
of Feſus. For when they pray to her, it is the Cuſ- 
tom to number their Oraiſons on Beads. But all this 
while they conſider not that he may be an Hypoerite 
as to their Religion, and inſtead of addreſſing hi- 
Prayers to her, may direct them to Gop alone; as 
all the true Faithful do, who uſe Beads in rehearſing 
the divine Ejaculations as well as the Chriſtians in re- 
peating their Ave Maria, which they ſay was che S 


lutation that Gabriel gave the Virgin, when he en- 
ter'd her Oratory. | Be 
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Be it how it will, he gets abundance of Money by 
his Devotion: For the Franks are really very charita- 
ble, and give plentiful Alms to the Poor but eſpeci- 
ally to one under his Circumſtances they are extremely 
liberal, that ſo they may imprint in him a more fer- 
vent Affection, and profound Reverence for their 
Religion. 28 

But he is not the only Conwert they brag of. Ma- 
ny Captives they either wheedle, or force to turn 
Chriftians. Thus, he that was taken at Sea by the 
Ships of Malta twelve Year ago, when it was re- 
ported through Chriftendom that he was the Grand 
Seignior's Son, is of late turn'd Chriſtian and Friar, 
having ſolemnly and in Publick abjur'd the — 
man Law, curs'd our holy Prophet, and all thoſe of 
his Race, with the Believers of the Alcoran. He is 
like to come to t Preferments in the Roman 
Church : they call him the Ottoman Father ; and 
boaſt that the trut Heir of the Turkiſh Empire is a 
Chriſtian, and in their Cuſtody. 

Yet after all, the Preſehte of greateſt Fame is Don 
Philipp», the Son of the Bey of Tunis, of whom I 
made mention in one of my former Letters. This 
Prince is now at Valentia, under the King of Spair's 
Juriſdiction, who allows him a confiderable Penſion, 
and has given him leave to marry a Princeſs of that 
Country, very beautiful and ingenious, but of a poor 
Fortune: He has one Son by her. *Tis faid the 
King of Spain deſigns to fet forth a mighty Flzet of 
Ships ; and having furniſh'd this Prince with all 


Things neceffary for a warlike expedition, will ſend 


him thus equip'd to elaim the Government of Tunit; 
or in caſe of Denial, to make a Deſcent in that King- 
dom and fight for it. But I believe this will only 
prove a Spaniſh Redomontade, that Monarch having 
Work enough cut out for him in Zarope and Amreyica 
by the Frexch and Engit/h, to divert him from any 
uch wild Enterpize on Africl. However it » 

the 
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this Den Philippo is much talk'd of in Chriſtendom, 
and the Spaniards flatter themſelves with the Hopes 
of conquering a great Part of Barbary by his means, 


he having many Friends, and a conſiderable Intereſt 


in thoſe Parts. T7 | | | 
Thou may'ſt acquaint the Divan, that Oſman the 


Dwarf is ſtill living, and ſerves the Porte with a ſe- 


cret and untainted Zeal Two Days ago he diſcover- 
ed a cunning Practice of Cardinal Mazarini, whoſe 
Motions and Intrigues he watches very narrowly. 
He aſſures me, that this Mizifter has diſpatched 
away two Agents to the King of Sweden and Eleaor 
of Brandenburg, with a Letter to each of theſe Princes 
from the King of France, alſo with blank Papers, 
and the King's Seal, giving them Inſtr\CQions to fill 
up tho'e Blanks, and Seal them with the King's 
Signet, according as they found the Treaꝶ go for- 
ward between thoſe Princes, The main Deſign of 
this Trick being to hinder them from _—_ in. 
to a League againſt the King of Poland, by all the 
Artifice theſe Azents could uſe, in exactly timin 
and ſuiting their Counterfeit Letters, to the Diſk: 
culties and Miſunderſtandings that always happen 
in ſuch Treaties, that ſo they may exaſperate each 
Party againſt the other, as Occaſion offer'd, without 
being oblig'd to ſend to France for freſh Letters, 
which would breed too much Delay, and ſpoil their 
Deſign 
By this thou may'ſt perceive, that Cardinal Ma- 
Zarini comes not ſhort of his Predeceiior Richelieu, 
in managing the Affairs of Foreign Courts. He is 
* very Soul of all the grand Buſineſs in Chriſten- 
om. Lag 
A general Heart burning has poſleſs'd the French, 
eſpecially the Inhabitants of Paris, ever ſince the 
Concluſion of the laſt Year, when the King iſſued 
out certain Orders, commanding that all the Gold 
and Silver-money in the Kingdom ſhould be brought 
into 
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into his Mint to be new coin'd. The Merchants firſt 
complain'd of this Edic ; and then it was murmur'd 
at by all the Trading People At length the Par- 
liament of Paris took it into their Conſideration; 
and oppoſed the King's Pleaſure : upon which he ba- 
niſhed eight of their Members, and has ſeveral 
Times prohibited them to aſſemble ; yet they per- 
ſiſted to meet, till he baniſhed more of them: 
Which inſtead of awing them into the expected 
Compliances, has but incens'd them more: And the 
diſcontented Clergy blow up the Coals, as do likewiſe 
the Friends of the Prince of Conde. The Parliament 
are very bold and peremptory in their Proceedings, 
having expreſsly forbid the Citizens of Paris to 
obey the King's Order, and decreed that nothing 
ſhall be done in their 4/-6/y, till the baniſnh'd Sena- 
tors be recall'd. 

Tuings being at this paſs, we expect nothing but 
Inſurreftions, Maſſacres, and other Effects of popu- 
lar Fury. The Rich are laying in vait Quantities 
of Corn and other Proviſions, as if they expected a 
Siege. And the Poor fare the better for it, whilſt 
great Largeſſes are given among them by the Gran- 
ces of the Parliament, to engage them in the 
Faction. Beſides, thou knoweſt, the Multitude al- 
ways delight in Novelty and State- Tempeſts, hoping 
2 Plunder, and to enrich themſelves by the Ruin of 
Others. 

I know not what Conduct is fitteſt for me to uſe 
in this Caſe, Whether it will be beſt for me to 
abide in this City, or follow the Court, which is 
now at La Fere in Picardy': Or whether I ſhould 
retire to ſome other Place, leſs liable to civil Diſ- 
turbances, I wiſh the Mini/ters of the Porte would 
ſend me full Inſtructions, what I ought to do in 
theſe Emergencies. 5 

From Rome we hear, that the Pope and Cardinals 


are in great Conſternation on ſome Intelligence they 
| have 
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have receiv'd, that the Exgliſb intend to make a 
Deſcent on the Territories of the Church. That Na- 
tion is now become the great Bug-bear of all Europe, 
fince they have molded themſelves into a Common. 
wealth. 

Every Kingdom and Empire has a Time to riſe, and 
another to el. But who can determine the Period 
wherein the Ottoman Glory will decline, which iz 
not yet advanc'd to its Zenith ? 


Paris, 27th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 
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LETTER XVIII. 
To Sedree Al Giraw'n, Chief Treaſurer 
to the Grand Seignior. 


HY Virtues have at length raiſed thee to a 
| mw Truſt, the Charge of immenſe Wealth. 
Thou haſt in thy Cuſtody the Riches which cannot 
be match'd in the Univerſe. God inſpire thee with 
Graces ſuitable to a Dignity ſo full of Temptations. 
I hope. thou wilt not be affronted at my Prayer, as 
was thy Predeceſſor Kenan Baſſa, at ſome Counſels 
of like Nature, which I gave him in a Letter. Some 
Men. are ſtrangely cholerick, and look on thoſe as 
Enemies who give them good Advice. I only warn- 
ed him of the ordinary Cheats that are practiſed at 
certain Times in. the Treaſury, which thou know'ſt 
to be true, as well as I. And I tell thee farther, he 


dimſelf was ſuſpected by many in the Seraglis not 


to have been altogether exempt from Guilt. 
Whether he were or not, I perform'd but my 

Duty in giving him neceſſary Cautions. For, ſuch 

is the Will of my Superiers, that I nn r 
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afraid to unravel the Secrets of thoſe that are falſe 
to the Grand Seignior. I did not charge him with 
ſuch a Crime, and therefore he had no Reaſon to 
be angry: But ſome Men will 7 a Qyarrel with 
their own Shadows. In a Word, this Granate for- 
got himſelf. | 6 

In ſaying ſo, I do not reflect on his Original, or 
that he was found ſleeping on a Dunghil in Raſfa, 
2 poor ragged" Infant, when the Tartars took him 
captive, among many Thouſands of others, in the 
Plunder of Maar, and fold em to the Capa Agaſf, 
for thirteen Piaſfers, by Reaſon of his Beauty. I 
do not call to mind the Circumſtances of his Yuuth ; 
ſince 'tis common tor the meaneſt Slaves to arrive 
at an extraordinary Grandeur by their Merits, or at 
leaſt through the Favour of the Sultan. | 

But what I aim at is, that in his being diſguſted 
at the Remonftrances I have made of ſome private and 
ſiniiter Practices in the Trea/ary, he forgot that he 
himſelf is ſtill a Save to the Grand Seignior as well 
as I, and theretore not above Inſtruction. 

Well, it ſeems he is now made. Captain Baſſa, 
and thou ſucceedeſt him in the Office of Treaſurer. 
To him I wiſh-all imaginable Succeſs and Victories at 
Sea, for; the Sake of our Great Maſter, and the 
Mufſulman Empire; to thee for thy own Sake, and 
for my Brother's, whom I know thou wilt ever 
reſpect as a Friend, +I; wiſh Increaſe of Riches and 
Honours, even as thy Merits and Services augment in 
the Eſteem of the Sallan, and of all the World. 

And I tell thee,. I have far livelier Hopes to ſee 
this latter Wiſh take Effect than the former: For 
what Reaſon have we to expect better Luck from 
the Courage or Conduct of this Qurcps Kienan, than 
from the brave Zorne/an Muſtapha, who commanded 
the Fleet: laſt:Vear ?. | . 

This unhappy. Thought has put me into as me- 
a Humour, as /Zneas was in 2 
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of Carthage required an Account of the Trojan 
Wars, For J have heard that Cara Muftapha Baſſa 
ſucceeded Zorneſan in the Command of the Fleet, and 
in the Revolution of a Moog: was made Manſo4l 
again, for the ſake of Kienan. Baſſa, or rather for 
the ſake of the licentious Soldiers, who it ſeems 
command all Things. I have been inform'd alſo 
of all the other Tragedies ated at the Seraglio, ſince 
the ſecond Moon of this Year. Neither are the Cauſes 
and Origin of ſo much Slaughter and Blood-ſhed hid 
from me. *Tis too apparent, that there 1s an uni- 
verſal Diſorder and Corruption in the Diſcipline of 
the Fanizaries. | > 

I formerly wrote to the Kiaya Bey on this Account. 
But it ſeems Avarice, the Root of all Evil, had ren- 
der'd him inſenſible and obdurate. 

Is it not a Shame that the Pay of thoſe who ſerve 
the Grand Seignior in the Wars, ſhould be detain'd 
not three or four Moons, but five or fix Years, by 
their corrupt Officers they fit at home enjoying 
their Eaſe, revelling in Taverns, and committing a 
thouſand Riots; whilſt the others undergo. num- 
berleſs Fatigues abroad, and are reduced to the ex- 
tremeſt Neceſſities, not having ſo much as, the 
Veſts allowed 'em by the Sultan, to cover their Na- 
kedneſs ! And if they complain of their Sufferings, 
inſtead of Redreſs, they meet with nothing but 
Taunts and Reproaches, as if they were not worthy 
to eat the Sultan's Bread and Salt, though they free- 
ly hazard their Lives for him. It is 5 the 
F anizaries are ſo unbridled in their Rage, after ſo 
many Proyocations. 

Vet I cannot but lament the Fate of thoſe un- 
fortunate Men, who were ſacrificed to the Fury of 
that inſolent Militia: Eſpecially I condole the Loſs 
of the brave So/yman Kyzlir Aga. The Jauixarics 
had an old Grudge againſt him, ever ſince his hot 
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Diſpute with the Beffang! Baſſa, and now they were 
reſolved to execute their Revenge. | 

As for the Kiaya Bey, it ſeems to be a Stroke of di- 

wine Juſtice, that he who had been the Cauſe of all 
this Mutiny, ſhould in Remorſe ſtrangle hinfelf, and 
fo go to Hell, as an Expiation for the many Lives he 
had caſt away. 
And there's little leſs to be ſaid, in reſpect of the 
Mufti who was Cheif of thoſe that betray'd their Maſ- 
ter, Sultan Ibrahim. To tell theemy true Reſentments, 
I am heartily ſorry for all the Reſt : But to thoſe who 
were concern'd in that Treaſon, there ſeems no Pity 
due. And the Myfti may thank Go» and his good 
Stars, that his Life went not with the Others. They 
report here, he is fled into Egypt. 

But what was that Gee Aan, who headed this 
Rabble of Mutineers? I have heard nothing of 
him, before the Intelligence I received of his ſud- 
den Riſe, and equally precipitate Fall, during this 
Tumult. He was, I ſuppoſe, ſome paſſionate Fool, 
of fan ill contrived Midriff, which us'd to make a 
Quarrel® between his Heart and his Spleen : And 
from this (inteſtine Broil, he habitually learn'd the 
Way to ſet People together by the Ears. A po 


pular Man, an Incendiary, and one that knew how 


to wheedle the Vulgar to his own Ruin. Who 
can give 'an Account of theſe Things ? Or, who 
can unravel the Web of Deſtiny ? Thengh there's no- 
thing ftrange in his particular Caſe, yet in the 
general 'tis prodigious, that ſuch little Inſtru- 
ments ſhould be able to give ſo terrible a Shock 
to the Frame of an ancient and mighty 'Govern- 
ment! | "LEN; Taha 
- He was a Man of no Fame or Character, and yet 
for the Space of two Moons, he may be ſaid to com- 
mand the greateſt Sovereign in the World, ſole Pro- 
prietor of Fame and Honour. And had he puſh'd 
on his Intereſt, tis not improbable, but that he 
might 
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might have exalted himſelf above his Maſter, and 
ſecured his Poſt * all After- claps. For ac- 
cording to my Intelligence, he had, during the Se- 
dition, heap'd together prodigious Sums of Mo- 
ney, the Preſents of Baſſa and other Miniſters of 
the Porte, who all ador'd this yew riſing Comet, and 
ſought his Protection and Favour againſt the bar. 
barous Rabble. But it ſeems he was infatuated 
with too much Glory, and conſider'd not that eve- 
ry Body watch all Opportunities and Occaſions 
to ruin him: And that his very Followers would 
be the firſt to betray him, as ſoon as the Hurry of 
their Inſurrection was over. This generally happens 
to all Ring/-aders of Parties. When once the Spi- 
rits of 2a Faction are ſpent, the Lees, (which conſiſt 
of Regret and Confuſion) are diſcharged on thoſe 
who firſt fermented, them, mix'd with the Revenge 
of the State. 1 

There are abundance of Great and Brave Men 
gone: But the old Negidber was of their Council, 
and he brought them to Ruin, as he did the. Corci 
of Mecca, when they conſpired againſt the Life of 
the Prophet. This Devil enter'd the Temple (where 
they were aſſembled) in the Shape of an ancient 
Man, decrepid and leaning on a Crutch: And when 
he was commanded to withdraw, he told them, H- 
was a Senior, who had ſeen all Ages, and remark'd 
the Occurences of Time ; that be was expert in ur · 
folding Secrets, and rengring difficult Things eafy. In 
a Word, he uſed ſo many plauſible Inſinuations, that 
they admitted him into their Aſſembly. But none 
of their Counſels proſper'd. f 

That malicious Dæ mon is often preſent in the Ca- 


bals of ſeditious Men; and though they ſee him not, 


yet he ſecretly undermines their Plots, and brings 
em to Shame and Puniſhment. For he is the Spi- 


rit of Envy; and though he be himſelf a Rebel, and 
the Ringleader of a FaSion in the Kingdom of the 


Air, 
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Air; yet ſuch is his ſpiteful Nature, that he ſeldom 
ſuffers any Rebellion to thrive on Earth: Not for any 
Love that he bears to Government, but becauſe he de- 
lights to be active in Miſchief, be it what it will; and 
the Guardian 9 will not ſuffer him to mix with 
the eſtabliſn'd Div ans of an Empire. 

The All- good Gop preſerve thee from the Malice of 
wicked D2mons that always hover about Treaſures of 
Gold and Silver. 


Paris, 22d of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 


— it. 
— 
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LETTER XIX. 
To the ſame. 


H E Troubles of the Sablime Porte touch'd me 
ſo nearly, and embark'd my Soul in ſuch a 
Tempeſt of ſollicitous Thoughts and Anxieties for the 
Honour and Safety. of the O/man Empire, that I had 
no Leiſure to think of my own particular Hazards whilſt 
I] was writing the other Letter. Yet I have been en- 
gulph'd in abundance of vexatious Circumſtances and 
perilous Accidents. 

It generally happens, that when one Misfortune be- 
fals a Man, it brings a Train along with it. So that at 
{ome Seaſons we ſeem to be beſieg'd with Evils, or at 
leaft ſo cloſely block'd up by an E of Calamitics, 
that there is no Paſſage leſt open either for Relief or 
Intelligence. | 

So has it fared with me of late, and with thou- 
ſands of others, I doubt not, in this populous Ci- 
ty. The Rebellion of the Prince of Conde is the 
Occafion of all this. For tte King having ſome 
Reaſons to apprehend a ſecret Con!piracy of the 
Prince's Friends and Well-wiſhers m Paris and other 
G Places 
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Places, has cauſed a very ſevere Scrutiny to be made 
of all Strangers and Sojourners. The Souba/h?'s or 
Officers go to every Houle within their Precinct, tak. 
ing down the Names of all the Inhabitants in writin R 
and ſeizing the Perſons of thoſe whom they ſuſpect. 
The Priſons are filled with People of all Ranks, and 
the Nobles are ſent to the Ca/t/e in the Mood of Vin- 
ciennes, * T's ſaid, the King has a Liſt of many Thou- 
ſands of Conde's Party in Paris, who deſigned, on a 
pre ſix'd Day, to take up Arms for that Prince, and 
that their Example would have been followed all over 
the Kingdom. 

God knows what is in the Hearts of theſe Infidel; : 
Jam ſure Mahmut is wholly a ſtranger to their 
Plots. Tho' laſt Year I received certain Inſtructions 
from the Vixir Azem, commanding me to act ſecret- 
ly in the Prince of Coude's Behalf, to abet the Faction, 
and uſe all the Endeavours and Art I could, to raiſe 
a new Party for him among the Courtiers. Bat I 
way'd ſo dangerous an Employment, by propoſing 
to him the vaſt Expences it would require, and the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſending ſome extraordinary Embaſly to this 
Court to countenance the Buſineſs. 'To tell thee the 
Truth, I eſteem'd it a Thing impracticable, and a mere 
Caprice of that active Baſſa, who had a natural Kind- 
neſs for Rebels, and delighted to have a Hand in diffi- 
cult Undertakings, whether there was any Likeli- 
hood of Succeſs or not. | , | | 

But he is dead, and let that atone for all his Re- 
bellions, when he had the Command of Aleppo. I love 
rot to load the departed Souls with Accuſations. 
What I have to ſay 1s in my own Vindication, who 
could not approve his politick Chimera : In regard, 
had it ſucceeded, no Profit or Advantage would 
from thence ariſe to the Ottoman Empire : And had 
it been diſcover'd, not only I, and all the Secrets of 
my Commitlion would have lain open to the Infidels, 


but alſo it would have been an eternal Diſhonour and 
| * Blemiſh 
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Blemiſh to the high reſplendent Porte, to be found 
guilty of violating, in ſo notorious a Manner, the 
Faith it had given to the moſt ancient and puiflant 
Monarchy among the Nazareres. | 

Beſides, I know not but this Miniſter had a pri- 


vate Grudge againſt me, for accuſing him formerly to 


the Divan, when he held Correſpondence with the 
Venetians ; And that he ſtudied this Way to be re- 
veng'd, by employing me in an Affair which muſt needs 


be my Ruin, However I think I had Reaſon to be 


cautious and apprehenſtve of the worſt. This made me 
diſpatch to him a Letter full of ſpecious Umbrages, 
ſeeming to approve his Deſign, but entangling it with 


ſuch Difficulties, as would divert him from farther 


Thoughts of it. 


Yet after all, I have been really brought into : 


Danger, on the bare ſuſpicion of being concern'd on 
the Prince of ' Conde's fide ; by which thou may'ſt 


gueſs at theConſequence had I hearken'd to the Vis 


Advice | 
One Morning early the Officers appointed for this 
Purpoſe enter d my Chamber: And having demanded 


my Name, Buſtmeſs, and Quality, I an{wer'd, © My 


* Name was Titus Durlach Nici; but that for 
* ſhortnes, and to denote my Country, I was com- 


* monly call'd, Titus the Mo/dawian; and that by 
this Name I was well known to Cardinal Mazarint, 
as I had been to his Predece ſſor Richelleu, and other 


Courtiers of great Quality. I told them likewiſe, 


uages, and therefore had been often employ'd 
by thoſe Cardinals, in tranſlating Books out of 
Greek and Arabich, into Latin and French: For 
whichReafon, being recommended by Cardinal Ri- 
chelign, I bad been introduced into the Acquaintance 
of ſeveral Nobles, whoſe Children I taught thoſe 
Languages: And that ſome of them had promiſed to 
make me Curate of St. S72phen's Church, as foon as 
it was vacant. 28 8 They 
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that I was a Clerk, who underſtood ſome foreign 
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They ſeem'd to be very well ſatisfy'd with what 


I ſaid; but told me moreover, They had a Commi/: 
[con to ſearch my Lodgings for Arms and Treaſonable 
Papers 3 W tf ö | 

fe is impoſſible to expreſs the. Horror. J was in, 
when I ſaw them go.roundly to work, prying into 
every Corner, and ſearching my Trunks, Coffers, 
and even my Bed itſelf. Not that I had any Guilt 
upon me of.concealing either Arms or Papers relating 
to this Conſpiracy, but my Concern was for my Box 
of Letters to the Miniſters ofthe Porte. As for Arms, 
they found no other but an old Sword, which I told 
them I travell'd with out of my own Country, and 
a Brace of Piſtols for the ſame Uſe, to defend me 
from Robbers, Aſſaſſins, and other Injuries. 

Theſe Fellows ſeem'd mightily pleas'd with the 
curious Workmanſhip of my Weapons, ſurvey'd them 
all over, and having drawn my Sword out of the 
Scabbard, and made a Paſs or two with itagainft the 
Wall, after the French Mode of Fencing, they put it 
up again telling me, They had no Authority to take 
theſe Arms from me, ſince they were neceſſary for my 
Defence. But when they came to my Box of Let- 
ters, and ſaw them written in a ſtrange Character, 
which none of them could read, they n to look 


on one another, and change their Countenance, as if 
there were ſome dangerous Matter contain'd in theſe 


Papers, and therefore writ in Cyphers. 


They went aſide to one End of the Chamber, | 


whiſpering together, and nodding their Heads with 
all the Symptoms of Jealouſy. At length, I inter- 


rupting them, ſaid, ** You need not, Gentlemen, be 


«« concern'd about theſe Papers: They were left 


„ with me by a Merchant - Jesu of my Acquaintance ' 


* and they are Letters of Correſpondence, between 


«© him and ſome of his Brethren at Rome, Yentre, 


*« Amſterdam, and other Places in Europe. Tis there- 
* fore they are written in a Character which to you 


appears 


. Sw. . 
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appears ſtrange, it being Hebreau, the National 
Language of the Te. They contain only Mat- 
« ters of Traffick, being Letters of Mart and Ex- 
„change: For you know the Jeaus are the greateſt 
« Merchants, Brokers, and Bankers in the World.” 

Theſe Words with ſome Gold which I gave them 
diſpers'd all their Suſpieions, clear'd up their cloudy 
Brows, and turn'd their Frowns into Smiles and com- 
plimental Addreſſes. They told me, [wwas a very »9- 
ne/t Man, and they  vauld do me what Service they 
could, So bid me adieu. | 

By this thou. may'ft ſee the mighty Power of that 
charming Metal, which commands all Things. For, 
whatever I could have ſaid without that had been 
inſignificant. But theſe Iolaters melted into an In- 
difference at the firſt Sight of gliſtering Pifto/es ; and 
when I had once render'd them thus ductile, twas 
eaſy to frame them to the moſt devout Appearance of 
Reſpe& and Friendſhip. They promiſed and ſwore 
no Hurt ſhould be done me. 1 L190G 

But I knew the Fickleneſs of human Fidelity bet- 
ter than to repoſe any great Confidence in theſe Mens 
Words. As ſoon as they were gone, I convey'd my 
Letters to Eliachim, who could eafily conceal them 
in any private Corner of his Houſe, * deſiring him to 
furniſh me with ſome Letters of indifferent Con- 
cerns written in Hebrew, that if theſe Searchers 
ſhould come again, and demand a Second View of 
my Box, perhaps with Deſign to carry it to ſome Mi- 
niſter of State, I might have thoſe Hebrew Diſpatches 
ready to ſhew, which being put in the ſame Box, 
would not be known from the other by ſuch ignorant 
Fellows, to whom Hebes, Arabick, and Chineſe 
were all alike, and ſo I ſhould be acquitted from all 
future Trouble of this Nature. 

And this Event anſwer' d my Expectation: For, 
within three Days the ſame Men came again, with 
others in their Company, pretending they had freſh 
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Warrants, and were ſworn to be impartial. Where. 
fore I was forc'd to attend them, whilſt they carried 
beth me and my Box before a Cadi, or Judge, who 
having examin'd very ſtrictly concerning my Name, 
Country, Religion, and other Matters, and ſeeming 

well ſatisfy'd with all my Anſwers, at laſt ſent fer a 


Prieſt well vers'd in the Hebreꝛo Tongue, ordering 


him to peruſe the Letters; which when he had done, 

he aſſured the Cadi, that there was not a Word in any 
of them relating to the State, being purely Matters of 
private Contracts, and Bargains between Merchan:- 

Correſpondents with Bills o Lading, Se. 80 1 had 
my Box of Sham-Letters reſtor'd to me again, and 
was honourably diſmiſs'd. 

Let tho' this ſtorm was ſoon blown over, I was 
very near running on Rocks and Sands thro' the Perſe. 

cution of thy Predeceſſor Kienan Baſſa, and Ki/ur 
Dramelec, with many others in the Seraglia: The 
lirſt keeping from me the Penfion allow d by the Grand 


Geignior; the ſecond either ſending me no Intelligence, 

or elſe baffling me with trifling News, nothing to the 
Purpoſe ; the reſt aſperſing me to the Miniſters of 
the Diwan. 


I defire thee to ſend me the Arrears that are behind 


for the Space of nineteen Moons, as thou wilt find in 
the Reger of the Haſua. Had it not been for Elia- 
(him, that honeſt Tego, I ſhould have been win'd. in 
this Place for want of Money. 


I need not ſay more to thee, who know chat 


Geld is the Gravd Taliſman, which works all the 


Miracles i in the World. 


Paris, 224 the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. | 


The End of the SECOND Book. 
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To Dgnet Oglou 


| ö HO can penetrate into the myſleri- | | 
_h ous Condu of Deſtiny: Whether 1 
$ Gop governs this World by the I- | | 


fluence of the Stars, or by the Mi- 

niſtry of Spirits, or by his own imme- 
diate Power ? Or whether all Things did not proceed 
from Chance, and are till ruPd by the ſame? Be it 
how it will, there remains ſomething adorable. 
Even that Chance itſelf, ſuppoſing Epicurus's Opi- 
nion true, is worthy of Supreme Honcurs and Sacri- 
fices, which has, with ſuch exquiſite Luck, per- 
form'd all the Parts of infinite Wiſdom, and Fore- 
G 4 caſt 
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caft in forming and preſerving the Uaiverſe. Were 
1 a Diſciple of that Philoſopher, every Morning when 
L deheld the rifing Sun, and at Mid-Day when I ſaw 
tim climb the Meridian, and in the Evening when 
he takes his Corge of this upper World to viſit our 
Antipodes;; would I with protoumdeſt Veneration ery 
out, Q eternal Chance] O omnipotent Caſualty 0 
7ncomprebenſible Blindneſs ! I adore thee, I burn In- 
enſe to thee, and do all Things hich the duller Sort 
of Mortals think are only due to an All-wiſe, All. 
good, and an All. mighty God. Thus would I addreſs 
to that infinite Pel/-Mell of Atoms, could J believe 
with Epicurus, that from ſuch an inconceivable#7uriy- 
Purly, proceeded all this admirable Beauty and Order 
which we behold. | 2 

Thou wilt perceive by this, that I am religiouſly 
diſpoſed ; and rather than not adore ſome Supreme 
Being, I would make a Deity of that which to other; 
is the Fountain of Atheiſm. And I think there is Rea- 
{on on my Side. For let this World be produc'd how 
it will, whether by the caſual Concourſe of Atoms, 
or by the Celiberate Act of an eternal Mind! whe- 
ther 1t be eternally Self-exiſtent, acceording to the 
Stoicks, or by the genuine Reſult of the divine Ideas, 
as the P/atonits fay ; it is but juſt that we ſnhould pay 
the moſt deyout and grateful Acknowledgments to 
the Source of ſo many immenſe Pradigies and 
Wonders. 9 en eg 

But then, what ſhall we ſay for all the EV TI. 
that appears in the World? That there is ſuch a 
Thing as EVI E ſcatter'd up and down through 
all the Ranks of Beings, and as it were blended and 
rivetted in their very Eſſences, is manifeſt at firſt 
View; and every Man has his ſhare of this Epide- 
mical "Contagion; ' But whence it proceeds Who 
can inform me? I am not the firſt that have aſk'd 
the Queſtion. Many Years ago the inquiſitive Worid 
was buſy in fearching out the Rot of EVIL. —— 
| HE: | ele 
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there were almoſt as many Opinions about it, as there 
were Nation on Earth. ES 115 h t Sth a; 
Some ' aſſerted, that all Z Y 7 L came out of the 
North-: Others derive it from the South; as if the 
two Poles were the Centres and native Seats of 
this Malady of the World. But theſe ſeem to be 
Men of ſhort Diſcourſe, and ſhallow Reaſon, ſu- 
pinely credulous, and willing to take up with any 


thing rather than to be at the Pains of attentive Con- 


templation. © - . 


et this Opiniory has ſo far prevail'd in theſe Ve. 
fern Parts, that the Nazarene Prieſts, when they-ce- 


lebrate their Maſi, ſtand on the North-fide of the 
Altar at the Reading of the Goſpel, turning their 
Back to that Quarter of the World. And the Rea- 
ſon they give for this Ceremony is, betauſe in the 
written Law it is ſaid, Out of the North comes all 


* EY IL. I have heard them ſeriouſly maintain this 


Argument. But Gop knows whether there: be any 


luch Place in the written Law, or no; or, if there 


be, whether it muſt be taken in this Senſe, Vet I 
muſt confeſs the Romans have ſome Reaſon to be- 
lieve it, having experimentally felt a great Deal of 
EXIL from «+ Northern Goths and Vandals, who, 
in former Ages, ruſh'd out of their frozen Regions, 
and came down like a Torrent upon Fray, and other 
Parts of Europe, making Hayock of all Things Civ// 
and Sacred. And if this be the Ground of their Ce- 
remony, they have greater Reaſon now to change 
their Station, and turn their Backs to the Sourb- Eaſt 
having been much more fatally handled by the victo- 
rious Muſſulmans. = | 
The ancient Parthians, held, that there were Re 
Principles or Sources of all Things, viz. G O'O D 
and EV TL; and that there has been an eternal 
Quarrel between them; but in the End, they ſay, 
the GO O D ſhall get the Victory, and exterminate 
the EY IL: This pan was embraced by a 
3 


Sets 
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Sets of Chr:i/tizans whom they call Manichees. The 


Founder of that Set was a Perſan by Birth: Hi; 


Name was Manes, a very learned Man, as Record; 
of the Eaft teitify ; yet the Chriſtians rank him among 
the moſt pernicious Hereticis. He taught, That Wine 
was the Blood of Devils ; and therefore forbad it to 


his Followers. He alſo prohibited the Fleſh of Ani. 


mals. This he learn'd from the Prieſts of Egyzr, 
where he reſided a conſiderable Time. 

But to return to the Sentiments of Men concern. 
ing the Origin of EVIL. There are ſome who af. 
firm Gop is the Author of it; which is not far from 
Blaſphemy. Others ſay that when the Devils were 
exterminated from the Earth, they in Revenge ſow'd 
the Seeds of EVI in the Univerſe. But that of 
the Szoicks feems the moſt plauſible to me: For they 
aſſerted, that nothing is EY TL of itſelf, but that 
the Contrariety which we behold in the World is very 
good, and conduces to eſtabliſh the Order and Oeco- 
nomy of all Things. , © | 

My dear Dgnet, do not eſteem me an Atheiſt, be. 
cauſe of the Liberty I take in diſcourſing of theſe 
my fterious Things. There are a Sort of People here 
in the Vet, whom they call Deifts, that is, Men 

rofeſſing the Belief of a Gop, Creator of the World, 
ut Sceęticts in all Things elſe. They have no 
implicit Faith in Hiftorical Religion, but thipk it the 
Part of Men, as they are endued with Reaſon, to call 
in queſtion the Writings of Mortals like themſelves, 
though they had the Character of the greateſt Pro. 


bets. Thus they think it no Sin to canvaſs the Book: 


of Moſes, and the Hebrew Prophets, the Goſpel of 
Jeſus the Son of Mary, and the Alcoran of Mabomet, 
our holy Law-giver 3 chuſing what is agreeable to 
Reaſon; and rejecting the reſt as fabulous, inſerted 
; ufo they Craft of Men, or the Intetloping of the 
evils * N R 
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I proteſt, there appears to me no Reaſon to call 
theſe Men Atheiſts or Infidels. They rather ſeem 
to deſerve the Title of Ph:/o/aphers, or Lovers of 
Wiſdom and Truth. And 'tis from them I have 
learn'd this unwillingneſs to be impos'd on in Mat- 
ters of Religion, I find them in all Things Men of 
great Morality and Goodneſs, far exceeding the 
Zealots of the Age in true Virtue and pious Actions. 
But they make no Noiſe of what they do: And 
whilſt only their human Frailties are conſpicuous to 


all, their Benefactions lie conceal'd under the Veil of 


an unparallel'd Modeſty. n 5 

Such of Old were the Aſſociates of Zeid Eb'n 
Raphaa, my Country-man. This was a Perſon of 
an ardent Spirit and prodigious Underſtanding, 
educated in the Muſſulman Law : But when he came 
to thoſe Years, wherein Men uſually examine the 
Grounds of their Religion, he ſought the moſt 
learned Men, and ſuch as are vers'd in all Sciences, 
After he had convers'd ſome Time with them, and 
found them 'to be Perſons of Integrity, as well as 
Men of Senſe, he propos'd to them the Conveni- 
ence of frequent C/ubs among themſelves, where 
they might, with an unreſtrain'd Freedom, diſ- 
courſe of all Things, and being united in an in- 
violable Friendſhip, might improve one another's 
Knowledge and Virtue, without regarding the 
Legends and Hatangues of the Mollahs. This Se- 
ciety compoſed, 112 Books of ſo many ſeveral Kinds 
| hey call'd them Echwanefſapha, or 
the Writings of the Sincere Fraternity, concealing 
their Names. 'They treated of human and divine 
Matters, without Reſerve, or Caution: aſſert- 
ing that the Muſſulman Religion was corrupted and 


alienated; from its firſt Inftitution, having imbibed 


many Errors ; and that there was no Way to reſtore 
it to its. primitive Purity, but by joining to it the 
PhiloJophy of the Ancients, In a Word, they endea- 

G 6 you'd 
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 Z@rents, that ab6ve a 


Vour'd to reform whatever was amiſs in the Doctrines 
and Manners of the Faithful, by reducing both the 


Standard of Reaſon. 


I know- not whether thou wilt approve or diſlike 
their Enterpriſe. But I am ſure, thou art ſenſible, a; 
well as I, that there are Brgots among the Fallower; 
of the Prophet, and that thoſe deſerve Correction. The 
Devil will ſet his Foot in the Temple of Gop: But 


do not thou follow his Steps. If thou do, He that 


made the Devil fetch thee back again. 


Paris, 3ot b of the 7th Moon, 


oy car gw 


LETTER 1. 
To the Nazin Eſchref, or Prince of the 
. Emirs, at the Porte. "A 


H E Chriſtians ſay, tis an Arg unment of Gov's 
Love when he chaſtiſes 8 Therefore they 


- hive no Reaſon to be peeviſh, or call it an Effect of 
- his Anger, that a diſmal Plague i is broke out in the 
Territories of the Pope, the Kingdom of Naples, and 
other Parts of Tah. This Contagion rages ſo vehe- 


mently in Rome, the Capital City of the 12 ern Na- 


thouſand Perſons of 
ſeveral Ranks have ſorſaken the Place. The * 


Palace is ſhat up, and no Acceſs granted to any, not 


even to forei 1 without great Precau- 
tion; and t 


none of their. Retinue are admitted 
with them 
Tis faid Seventeen hundred die daily in that 


City, and Six thouſand a Day in Naples. Nay in 
e TIN, the ; vin. are. ſcarce ſufficient to 
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bury the Dead. The Grand Duke of Tu/cary, to pre- 
vent the ſpreading of the Infection in his Texritorities, 
has forbid all Intercourſe between his Subjects, and 
thoſe of the Pope, neither 77 * permit ſo much as 
a Nuncio to paſs through his Dominion. 

'This Mortality has frighted Curen-Chrifiae from 
Rome. She has ſent to deſire Paſſes of the Duke of 
Sawoy and other Princes, ing for France. She 
is already on her Voyage; having been preſented by 
the Pope with Ten thouſand Crowns, to defray the 
Expences of her Travels. Here are great Prepara- 
tions making for her Reception; the King having 


ſent Orders to all the Governours of Towns and Pro- 


vinces through which ſhe muſt paſs to receive and en- 
tertain her with a Magnificence due to her Sovereign 
Dignity, and worthy of the French Grandeur and 
Hoſpitality. wo 

In the mean Time, this Court is in a ſullen Hu- 
mour, by Reaſon of a late great Loſs they have ſuf- 
fered at Valenciennes in Flanders. This Place was 
beſieg d by the French at the Beginning of tkis Cam- 
paign, but was reliev'd by the Spaniards this Moor, 
who kill'd above a Thouſand Men on the Spot, took 
Five thouſand Priſoners, with all their Cannon and 


Baggage. Among the Captives of Note, is the 


Mareſchal de Ferto Seneterre, General of the French 


Army. The Names of the others are 2 


Mareſchal de Turenne himſelf very narrowly eſcap' 
by timely withdrawing his Brigade from the Fight, 
for which ſome ſtigmatize him with Cowardice 


and Treachery ; whilſt others affirm, he acted the 
Part of a prudent Captain in thus retreating, ſince 


ety impoſſible to reſtore the Battle with any Suc- 
ceſs. | | 


From Sweden we bear, that the Elector 1 
' denburgh has enter d into a League with the King of 


Sweden, by "Which both their Armies are united 


againſt the King of Poland: And 'tis faid, their 


firſt 
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Vour'd to reform whatever was amiſs in the Doctrines 
and Manners of the Faithful, by reducing both the 
Standard of Reaſon. | | 

I know not whether thou wilt approve or diſlike 
their Enterpriſe. But I am ſure, thou art ſenſible, a; 
well as I, that there are Bigots among the Follower; 
of the Prophet, and that thoſe deſerve Correction. The 
Devil will ſet his Foot in the Temple of Gop ; But 
do not thou follow his Steps. If . do, He that 
made the Devil fetch thee back again. : 


Paris, 30th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 


LETTER U. 


To the Nazin Eſchref, or Prince of the 
Emirs, ' at the Porte. 


HE Chriſtians ſay, 'tis an Argunment of Goy's 
Love when he chaſtiſes them : 'Therefore they 
have no Reaſon to be peeviſh, or call it an Effect of 
- his Anger, that a diſmal Plague is broke out in the 
Territories of the Pope, the Kingdom of Naples, and 
other Parts of 7:zaly. This Contagion rages ſo vehe- 
mently in Rome, the Capital City of the Veſtern Na- 
Zarenes, that above a md thouſand Perſons of 
ſeveral Ranks have forſaken the Place. The Pope's 
Palace is ſhat np, and no Acceſs granted to any, not 
even to foreign Ambaſſadors, without great Precau- 
tion; and then none of their Retinue are admitted 
with them. | h pars”, 
Tis faid Seventeen hundred die daily in that 
City, and Six thouſand a Day in Naples. Nay in 
dome Places, the Living are ſcarce * to 
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bury the Dead. The Grand Duke of Tuſcagy, to pre- 
vent the ſpreading of the Infection in his Texritorities, 
has forbid all Intercourſe between his Subjects, and 
thoſe of the Pope, neither mill he permit ſo much as 
a Nuncio to paſs thro h his OM1INIONS, | -, ,': 

This Mortality has frighted Queen Chriftina from 
Rome. She has ſent to deſire Paſſes of the Duke of 
Sawoy and other Princes, deſigning for France. She 
is already on her Voyage; having been preſented by 
the Pope with Ten thouſand Crowns, to defray the 
Expences of her Travels. Here are great Prepara- 
tions making for her Reception; the King having 
ſent Orders to all the Governours of Towns and Pro- 
vinces through which ſhe muſt paſs to receive and en- 
tertain her with a Magnificence due to her Sovereign 
Dignity, and worthy of the French Grandeur and 
Hoſpitality. 

In the mean Time, this Court is in a ſullen Hu- 
mour, by Reaſon of a late t Loſs they have ſut- 
fered at Valenciennes in Flanders. This Place was 
beſieg d by the French at the Beginning of this Cam- 
paign, but was reliev'd by the Sant d; this Moon, 
who kilPd above a Thouſand Men on the Spot, took 
Five thouſand Priſoners, with all their Cannon and 
Baggage. Among the Captives of Note, is the 
Mareſchal de Ferto Seneterre, General of the French 
Army. The Names of the others are wanting. 
Mareſchal de Turenne himſelf very narrowly nas, 
by timely withdrawing his Brigade from the Fight, 
for which ſome ſtigmatize him with Cowardice 


and Treachery ; whilſt others affirm, he acted the 


Part of a prudent Captain in thus retreating, ſince 


it ag impoſſible to reſtore the Battle with any Suc- 
ceſs. 


From Sweden we hear, that the Elector of Bran- 
 denburgh has enter d into a League with the King of 


Sweden, - by "Which both their Armies are united 
againſt the King of Poland: And *tis faid, _ 
& 
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firſt Deſign will be upon Dantzick. That Country 
is in a horrid Confuſion, the Nobles, Gentry, and 
Boors, being all in Arms, ſome deſerting their So. 
vereign, others adhering to his Intereſt. King Ca. 


fimir has inveſted Warſaw with an Army of Forty 


thouſand Men. In the mean Time, the Hollander; 
have ſent a great Fleet of Ships of War into the 
Baltick Sea; but to what End is not known, rr 
what Part they will take, whether the Sawegdes or Poles, 
Yet the latter hope for great Aſſiſtance from them, 
there having been lately ſome Miſunderſtanding be- 
tween the Dutch and the Saveder. The Muſcovite: 
alſo have entred Poland with a numerous Army, and 
the Tartars are coming with another to the Aid of 
King Cafimir. 

Thus is Poland become the Stage of a moſt terribl: 
War; and which Side ſoever gets the Victory, that 
unhappy Country will be near ruined. 

Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna, and a pri- 
vate Agent for the Grand Seignior, ſends me Word, 


that the Emperor of Germany hath an Army ct 


Thirty thouſand Foot and Twelve thouſand Horſe 
in Sila, who are to join with the Muſcovite: 
and do ſome conſiderable Action againſt the Seweat:, 
whoſe continual Victories, and growing Greatneſ, 
gives Jealouſy to thoſe puiſſant Monarchs. He in. 
forms me farther, that the Emperor has difpatch'd 


a Courier to the Prince of Franhlwania, with In- 


— and Letters, to engage him to a Neutra- 
ity. 512 
But the young Ragotſez is as wild as his Father, 
and hates to be ſed by the Noſe. . | 
Thou may'*| inform the Minifters of the Diwan that 
Adonai the Few is dead of the Plague in Rome, ha- 
ving firſt taken Care to tranſmit to me all the Papers 
which concern the myſterious Porte. 5 
This Court, at preſent, is at a Place call'd La Fer? 


in Picardy ; a Province bordering on Flanders. From 


whence 
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whence there may be a more frequent Intercourſe be- 
tween the King and his Camp. | 

Prince of the Holy Line, I have ſent thee all the 
News that is ſtiring at this JunQure, ſaving ſome 
trivial Matters which are not worth a Mufſulman's 
Knowledge, much leſs thine, who art diſtinguiſhed 
from the Croud of true Believers, by wearing the Sa- 
cred Colour of the Prophet. * 


Paris, 30th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year v4 9 


— 


LETTER III. 


| Ty Melec Amet 


E R E has been a ftrange Accident lately, not 

many Leagues from Paris, which has occa- 
honed various Diſcourſes, and put the Philoſophers 
upon a new Scrutiny. One Morning a certain Pea- 
ſant or Farmer, walking over his Lands, as his Cu- 
ſtom is, to number his Sheep and other Cattle, 
miſs d a Barn or Store-houſe, which ſtood in a Field 
at ſome Diſtance from his Habitation. Surprized at 
this, he haſten'd towards the Place where he ſaw 
it but the Night before : When, to his no ſmall 
Aſtoniſhment, be perceiv'd, that not only the Barn, 
but a great Part of the Field wherein it was built, 
was ſunk into the Earth. He immediately ran and 
call'd ſome of his near Neighbours to behold this 
ſtrange Spectacle: And the Fame of it ſpread 
all over the Country. Divers learned and ingeni- 
ous Perſons have been there, to make Obſervations 
of this Accident. But none dares venture near 
enough to the Chaſm, to look down into it; be- 
cauſe che Earth continues breaking and — For 
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which makes a Noiſe likethe Salvo's of the F anizaric; 


when the Grand Seignior viſits the Ar/enal. 


One would conclude by theſe uncommon Symp- 
toms, that the Earth grows antient and weak, that 
her inward Strength and Vigour decays, and that we 


are every whgze in Danger of being ſwallowed up. 1 


have not Time to write more, it being Midnight 
and the Poſt ready to go. 


The Almighty and All-good God have thee in bis 
holy Protection. 


Paris, 3oth of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1656, 


LETTER IV. 
To Zornezan Muſtapha, Beglerbeg of 


Erzram 


laſt Change of thy Fortune; which, tho' it be a 
nd of Deſcent from the more lofty Stations thou hat 


I Will till congratulate thy Happineſs, even in this 
1 


22 in the O/man Empire, yet tis attended with 
0 


nourable Circumſtances, and an inviolable Security. 


Thou art not out of the Sultan's Favour, baniſhed to | 


Egypt, and confin'd to a narrow Penſion during thy 
Life, as has been the Fate of ſeveral Grandees : But 
thou art withdrawn from the Intrigues of State, the 


Toils of War, and the Plots of a Courtier's Life, 


to the ſweet Retirements of the Country, the peace 
able Poſſeſſion of a rich and fertile Province, where 


thou may'ſt paſs thy Days in an uncontroulable Eaſe 


and Felicity. f 
Jam not ſurprized at the Fall of ſo many Great 


Men at the Porte, nor do I much regret the Death of 


thoſe who were known Enemies to the Government 
Yet 
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vet it troubles me to think, how the Brave and the 
Loyal had their innocent Blood mingled with that of 
Traitors and Villains. But theſe things are unavoid- 
able in popular Inſurrections, when the Sovereign is 
campell'd to ſacrifice to the Multitude whomſoever 
they require. Thus fell the illuſtrious So/ymar, among 
the criminal Eunuchs, though he himſelf was free from 
Stain : But he was a Negro, and that was his Ruin ; 
for the Malecontents could not diſcern the fair Quali- 
ties of his Soul. | 

Curſe on that Fool Chaban * and double 
Curſes on his rampant Wife Mu/kly Kadin, who gave 
the firſt Occafions to all this Diſorder, and Spoil of 
noble Blood. I remember the honeſt So/yzmar gave 
me once a Hint of the feminine Debaucheries pra- 
ctiſed in the Queen-Mother's Apartment: But he 
{poke of it with ſo much Modeſty and Reſerve that 
it hardly made any Impreſſion on me at that Time: 
Otherwiſe, I ſhould have imparted it to the Vigir 
Axen, or ſome other Miniſter of the Diwan; for ſo 
am I commanded in Caſes that touch the Honour and 
Safety of the Grand Seignior. And I tell thee, this 
was none of the leaſt Importance. For as it appears, 
the Women were undermining the moft ſacred and 
firmly eſtabliſh'd Government in the World: They 
were not contented to wallow in their own impious 
and annatural Delights, but would have ſet them- 
ſelves as a Pattern to others, and by Degrees have 
infected the whole Muſſulman Empire with a new 
Species of Debauchery : Which as it 1 and was 
carried on by embezzelling the Royal Treaſures, ſellin 
of Places to Men of no Merit, Buffoons, Pimps, oy 
Aſſes; ſo it would have ended in enervating our Mi- 
litia, ark pa, all the Faithful, and laying the Em- 
to Infidels. | NY 

How many YV:izirs, Chaimachams, Captain Baſſas, 


and other Offers, have we had killed this fatal Year ? 


among the reſt I cannot but reflect on the * 
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of the Chiaux Baſſa, after he was made Vixir Aan, 
as a Stroke of divine Juſtice for having embtued 
his Hands in ſo much noble Blood, when be enjo ed 
that Dignity once before. Gop purſues the Cruel 
with invincible Scourges. 

But what was that Achmet Baſſa, who took Ad. 
vantage of the Sz/tan's domeſtick Troubles, and . 
reign Wars, to diſturb his Government in Aa, ar 
raiſe a Rebellion, which threatned even the Impe. 
rial City itſelf? By the Courſe of his Fortune 1: 
looks as if he were not contented with his Command 
in Afia, and therefore took this new celebrated 
Method to obtaina higher Dignity, viz. by rebelling 
againſt his Maſter : Elſe why was he made Baſſa ot 
the Sea, in the Room of Ouroos Kieran ? The Baja 
of Aleppo firſt brought into Faſhion this daring Way 
of growing Great. And if it be thus countenarced 
by the Grand Seignior, in all probability, he wall have 
Reaſon to make Peace with the Chriſtians, that he 
may have Reſpite and Forces to employ againſt his 
own Subjects, 

Amidit all theſe Things, nothing afflicts me ſo 
much, as the horrible Loſs our Fleet has ſuſtain'd at 
Sea. We have various Reports of this Combat; but 
in general they agree that the Maſſulmam have lok 


ſeventy-two Ships and Galleys, with an infinite | 


Number of Men; that the Venetians have taken the 
Iſles of Tenedos and Lemnos, and that they are adyanc- 
ing to beſiege Conſtantinople. This News is a great 
while in coming to us: So that if it be true, and the 
Venetians purſued their Victory, for aught I know, 
by this Time the Imperial City, the Refuge of the 
World, may be laid in Aſhes. 

J have often;propoſed the Neceſſity of Platforms 
along the Helleſpont, to guard that important Ave- 
nue of the Sacred Porte. Had they put in Practice 
Mahmut's Advice, perhaps the Nazarenes would have 
had no Occaſions for their preſent Triumphs. But 
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row they banquet in the open Streets; A Chr. 
endom rings with the News of our Diſgrace. The 
Drunkards of Europe inſult over the Profeſſors of 
Sobriety : Amidſt their Bowls of Wine, they blaſ- 
pheme our Prophet, and ſing in the Praiſe of PBac- 
hu their God. They menace the Conqueſt of 4/a, 
and threaten to exterminate the Mu/ſil/mans from the 
Earth. | 

Enraged at theſe prophane Boaſts, I top my Ears, 
and turning round in a divine Frenſy, I pray that 
God would baffle the Infidels, © 


Paris, 6th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 


LETTER V. 


To the moſt Renowned and moſt Tiluftrious 
Mahomet, Vizir Azem, at the Porte, 


HAT incomprehenſible Majeſty which has no 
Reſemblance, at whoſe Pleaſureall Things are 
diipos'd and order'd in Heaven and Earth, by whole . 
articular Providence, for the Good of the Oman 
empire, thou art exalted to this glorious Truſt, to be 
Vicar of the Vicar of Gop ; augment thy Graces 
and Virtues, and bleſs thee with ſuperlative Wiſdom, 
and perfect Tranquility. 

I revere thy accompliſh'd Soul, conſummate in 
all moral and political Science. Thou art the moſt 
experienced Man in the Empire. And I ceaſed to 
condole the late Tumults and Riots at Comſtantinople, 
tho' their Effects were fatal to ſome brave Men, 
lince thou art choſen to this Dignity, from whom 
the whole Empire may expect, not only a ſerener 
State of Affairs, during thy Adminiſtration, but alſo 
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a rooting up of the Cauſes of theſe publick Diſtem. 
pers, and of all other Evils which infeſt the Monar. 
chy deſign'd for the Conqueſt and Reformation of the 
whole World | A 
According to the Cuſtom of the Eaf?, I approach 
thee not without ſome Preſent : But pardon the 
Slave Mabmut, who can ſend thee none worthy ef 
thy Grandeur. I have encloſed in a Box the true 
Effigies of the preſent King of France, with that cf 


his Uncle the Duke of Orleans, his Brother the Duke 


of Anjou, and his Couſin the Prince of Conde ; a; 
alſo that of Cardinal Mazarini, and Queen Chriſina 
of Sauveden, who is now at the French Court. Ac- 
cept alſo from an Exile, a little Cabinet containing 
twelve Watches, of ſo many different Contrivances, 
according to the circular Variation of the Moon in 
the Space of thirty four Years. They are the Work 
of my own Hands; therefore I ſhall not commend 
them. Each is wrapt up in a Piece of Silk, where. 


in is 8 in Arabic Letters, the Method of 


uſing it. Perhaps thou wilt find ſome Diverſion in 
trying the Experiments mentioned in thoſe Tab/:, 


However, deſpiſe not this mean Teſtimony cf 


Mahmut's Reſpe&t ; but conſider, that if I come 
ſhort of the- curious Artiſts in Europe, yet my La- 


bour is paſſable enough for a Muſulman, among | 


whom there is ſcarce another Fatchmaker to be found 
in the World. | | | 

If thou would'ſt know the Occaſion of Queen 
Chriſtina's being at the French Court : She came 
thither from Rome, when the laſt Moon was in the 
Wane. Her Paſſage was by Sea to Marſeilles, hav- 
ing touch'd at Genoua, and received magnificent 
Gifts from the Republick ; but they would not per- 
mit her to land, for fear of the P/ague, which then 
raged in Rome, and was the Cauſe of her leaving that 


City. 


How; 
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However the French ſnewed no ſuch timorous 
Squeamiſnneſs, but received her and her Train with 
open Arms. She landed at Marſeillet on the 2qth of 
the 7th Moon; and when ſhe had made her publick En- 
try, the Conſuls of that City, with all the Nobles, 


met her in Coaches, the great Guns were diſcharg'd 


to welcome her, and ſhe was careſs'd with all the De- 


monſtrations of Honour that are ſhew'd to the Queen 


of France herſelf in her Progreſſes. 
The ſame Entertainment ſhe receiv'd at Aix, 


Avignon, Lions, and in fine, all along the Road to 


Paris, the Keys of Towns being ſurrendered to 


her (for ſuch was the King's Pleaſure) and a Ca- 


nopy of State born over her Head, when ſhe enter'd 
any Town, and receiv'd the Addreſſes and Compli- 
* ments of Governours, Prelates and other great Men 
in Authority. She was likewiſe magnificently treat- 


| 4 ed by Princes, and the Chief Dukes of the Realm: 
And on the 8th of the laſt Moon, made her Entry 
into this City on Horſeback, apparell'd like a Man: 
Where having ſtaid ſome Time, ſhe departed for 


Compeigne to viſit the Court, which reſides there 


now. 


It is not ſuppos'd ſhe will tarry long in France, 


' but as ſoon as ſhe hears the Plague is abated in 


2 2 1583 * «x 


* Rome, and the adjacent Parts, ſhe will return thi- 
ther, to paſs away the Reſidue of her Life, in 
that Neſt of Princes and Prelates of the Nazarene 
* Belief. 


A little before ſhe left Rome, the Spaniards there 


had conſpired to ſieze on her Perſon, as alſo on the 


Pope; to have murther'd the Portugal Ambaſlador, 
5 and ſet the City on Fire. But the Plot was diſco- 


ver'd, and Conſpirators put in Priſon : For the 


| Sentence of Death is never paſſed in Criminal Caſes 


among the Nazarenes, without a formal Tryal. 
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Here is a Rumour as ifa great Fire had, ſome Macon 
ago, broke out in Cenſtantinople, and conſumed much 
of that City. I wonder none of my Friends, nor 


any other reſiding there, have ſent me an Account of 


any ſuch Thing; which fills me with Hopes that this 
Report is falſe. 

From all Hands we are aſſur'd, that the Swedes and 
Brandenburghers have obtain'd a great Victory over 
the Poles and Tartarsat Warſaw ; the vanquiſh'd ha- 
ving loſt above Six thouſand Men on the Spot, with 
all their Ammunition and Baggage: And unfortunate 
King Caſimir was forced to fly, with a ſmall Retinue, 
towards Hungary. | 

Twas the general Expectation of Europe, that the 
Muſcovites and Germans would have done ſomething 
Extraordinary for the Poles, and by ſome ſurpriſing 
Action put a Check to the Swwed;h Succeſſes and Tri- 
umphs. For when the Mu/covite Ambaſſador was at 
Koningsberg endeavouring to withdraw the Duke of 
Brandenburgh from the Swediſh Intereſts, he vomited 
forth terrible Menaces, in caſe they comply'd not with 
his Mafter's Propoſals. And one Day, in a furious 
Zeal, he took a large Goblet of Wine, in the El:&or's 
Preſence, and having drank it off to theCza7's Health, 
the Barbarian ſaid aloud, Thus ſhall the great Emperiy 
of the Muſcovites devour all that oppoſe him. But 
now it ſeems, theſe were all empty Bravadoes, and the 
Muſcovites were reſolved to ſtand by, and ſee who got 
the Better. The ſame may be ſaid of the Emperor, 
and Prince of Tranflvania, ſo of the Danes and 


Hollanders, who now all declare for the ſtrongeſt 


Party. 

Magnaminous Vir, if the preſent Engagements 
and Wars in Dalmatia and Candy, beſides the do- 
meſtick Troubles of the Ottoman Empire, did not 
wholly employ the Arms of the M#/ulmans, doubt- 
leſs twould be an Undertaking no leſs profitable 

than 
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han glorious, to ſuccour the diſtreſs'd Ca/imir, turn 
the Tide of the Gothick Conquelts, and oblige the 
P-{es to an eternal Fidelity and Gratitude to theGrand 


Seigvior. 


paris, 14 of the 10th Moon, 


of the Year 1656. 


6— 


LETTER VI. 


70 Abrahan Eli, Zeid Hogia, Preacher 
to the Seraglio . 


[| Have frequent Acceſs to the King's Library which 


Favour was firſt granted me by Cardinal Richelieu, 
who often employed me in tranſlating ſome curious 


Treatiſes out of Arabick into French or Latin. The 
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French ſeem very fond of Eaſtern Manuſcripts, where- 
ever they can meet with them: And they have no leſs 


Riegard for Men who are {kilPd in thoſe Languages. 


That Miniſter eſpecially, was very inquiſitive into the 
Ili/dom and Learning of Afia. He monopolized 
Perſian, Syrian, and Arabick Books, and was a pro- 
teſs'd Patron of Linguiſtis. He coveted the Acquain- 


* tance of Strangers and Travellers, that he might, by 


their Means, inform himſelf of the different Laws, 
Cuſtoms, and Religions of Foreign Countries, and of 
whatſoever was rare, and worthy of Obſervation, in 
any Part of the World. . 

Hence it was, that I received evident Marks of 
his Eſteem, as ſoon as he knew that I underſtood 
the Greek, Arabick, Hebrew, Turkiſh, and Sclawo- 
„an Languages. He often made uſe of me, as I 
have ſaid, and gave me free Acceſs to his own 
and the Kizg's Library. Andtho' his Succeſſor, Ca 5 
din 
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dinal Mazarini, is not ſo much addicted to Studie 
of this Nature as to the Affairs of State; yet h 
| has continued to me the Privilege of viſiting thiz 
Treaſury of Learned Books where I paſs many 
Al Hours. | 

| One Day I caſt my Eyes on a Manuſcript written 
in Arabick, and endors'd with this Title, 


* [The Original Covenant of Mahomet, 
\# the Prophet of the Arabians, with the 
Profeſſors of the Faith of Jeſus.] 


and underneath was a Latiz Inſcription, ſignifying, 
That this Manuſcript was found in the Convent of 

Chriſtian Fryars on Mount Carmel. I have tran- 
ſcrib'd the Contents of this Parchment, and ſent it 
incloſed to thee, that thou may'ſt judge whether 
it be Real or only Counterfeit. For the Nazarerss WE. 
aſſert it to be the true Agreement of the Meſſenger of 

[ | Gop; and therefore reproach all the Mu/u/man:, 

' | with Diſobedience to our Lawgiver, and breakin 
| 


2 r * = 


the League, ſign'd and ſeal'd by Him, whom we cal ; 
the Sea/ of the Prophets, and witneſſed by the Four | 
Principal Doctors, Abu Becree, Oſman, Omar, and 
Hali. 

If thou wilt peruſe the incloſed Paper, it will be! 
eaſy to diſcern, whether Ve are guilty of this 


4 Violation of Faith, or They. For though ſuppo- 
| ſing this to be the real Teſtament of the Prophet, 
as is pretended, that Favourite of Heaven grants 
many Articles of Peace, Aſſiſtance and Friendſhip 
„ to the Followers of Fe/xs, with Immunity from 
5 Taxes and Impoſition, Liberty of Conſcience, 
|| Freedom of Marriages, c. Yet tis evident, 
1 that he promiſed not theſe Things, but on cer- 
. tain Conditions to be obſerv'd on the Part of the 


Chriſtians ; as, that none of them ſhould harbcur 
or 
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or hold Correſpondence with the Enemies of the Tue 
Believers, or privately accommodate them with Arms, 
Horſes, Money or any orther Neceſſaries of War: 


But on the contrary, ſhould hoſpitably receive the 


Muſſulmans into their Houſes for three Days, and 

rote them from their Enemies. If therefore the 
Chriſtians ſhould fail in any of theſe Points, the Pro- 
het declares his Covenant to be void, and that they 
all not enjoy the Indulgencies granted therein. All 
this thou wilt ſee is recommended ſolemnly to both 
Parties to be religiouſly performed *till the final Con- 
Jummation. 

Now all the Diſpute is, Whether ave have firſt 
tranſgreſs'd theſe Articles, or the Nazarenes ? For if 
it can be prov'd, that they are the firſt Aggreſſors, 
then they have no Reaſon to complain of their Miſ- 
fortunes, or accuſe the true Faithful of Oppreſſion 
and Tyranny, as they commonly do: Since it is ma- 
nifeſt, that they have drawn theſe Evils on themſelves 
by their Breach of Faith and Infidelity, diſannul- 
ling the Covenant of Gop and his Prophet. and 
forteiting the Benefit they might have claim'd by 
Virtue of it. Be it how it will, the Prophet is iree 
from Blame; let the Guilt reſt on the Perſons that 
were criminal. 5 

I know not how it comes to paſs, that the 
Chriſtians of this Age, think and ſpeak more 
reproachtully of our holy Law-giver then did their 
Fathers, who lived in his Time, or immediately 
after it, and who by Conſequence could better in- 
form themſelves of the Circumſtances of his Birth, 
Life, and renowned Actions. Some ancient Wri- 
ters among the Nazarenes make honourable men- 
tion of him and his Family, They conceal not 
the early Signs of his heroic Virtue, and the 
Grandeur to which he was deſtin'd. I have read 
in a certain Chriſtian Author, That when the 
Prophet was but nine Years old, under the 


II Tuition 
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Tuition of his Uncle An Jaleb, who carried his 
g/orious Charge along with him to Damaſcus, and 
that whilſt they were at Boz'r, a learned Mond, 
whoſe Name was Bo/ira, came out of the Convent 
to meet them ; and taking Mahomet by the Hand, 
in the Preſence of many axch e he ſaid aloud, 
This Youth is born to accompliſh great Things: His 
Fame Hall be N from Eaſt to Weſt: For as he 
drew near to this Place I ſaw a bright Cloud deſcend 
and cover him. Sultan David alſo propheſy'd of 
him, in that which the Chri/tians ck the 50th 
P/alm, and the 24d V erficle Where that divine Poet 
thus ſings, from Sion Go hath proclaim'd the E m- 
fire of Mahomet. But the Chriftians have inter- 
preted this in another Senſe, though the Original 
remains a ſtanding Witneſs againſt them. So Ries 
in the Pentateuch uttered a Myſtery when he ſaid, 
Gop came from Sinai, he roſe up from Seir, and ara, 
2anifcfled from Mount Paran. Intimating hereby 
the Deſcent of the written Law to Moſes, of the 
Goſpel to Jeſus the Son of Mary, and of the Alcoran 
to Mahomet. The Meſſias alſo ſaid to his Diſciples, 
If I go not away, the Called of Gop will not come 
to You. But the Chriſtian Interpreters wilfully hide 
theſe Things from the Vulgar, leſt their Eyes ſhould 
be opened. There appears an obſtinate Malice and 
Ignorance in all their Actions. 

Who will not laugh at the fooliſh Spite of the 
Spaniards? who, in a certain Town, had a Cuſtom, 
as oft as they enter'd into the Church, or came out, 
to ſpit on a black Image of a Man fitting on an 
Aſs near the Gate. But a Muſulman Ambaſſador 
coming thither from the Emperor of Morocco, and 
obſerving this vain Ceremony of the People, aſk'd 
the King, What Perſon that Statue repreſented ? He 
made Anſwer, That it was the Image of Mahomet, 
the Arabian Prophet. That cannot be, reply'd the 


Ambaſſador, fince our Prophet never ride but on 5 
N mels: 


: 
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mels : it is rather the Figure of the Meſſias; aubo 
indeed is recorded to hawe rode on an Aſs. The Kin 

troubled at this Anſwer, conſulted the Prieſts — 
learned Men, who all concluded, that the Ambaſ- 
ſador had ſpoke the Truth. And therefore, inſtead 
of offering any more Indignities to this Image, they 
fell into another Extreme, and built a Chapel for 
it, burning Incenſe to the ſenſeleſs Stock, and 
paying it divine Honours. Thus they pray'd to 
that, which but a little before they had curſed; 
and turn'd into a God, that which they had 
eſleem'd almoſt as bad as the Devil. Gop's Curſe 
be on the Devil, and all his Adorers : But on the 
holy Prophet, and his Followers, may Bleflings 
ſhower down, and reſt till the Knot of the Sphere 


is diſſolved. 


Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 


in — _—_— 


LETT-EX YH, 
To Murat, Baſſa. 


— 


N O / for certain, that Don F uan de Braganta, 

late King of Portugal, is dead. He leſt this 
\worid on the 6th of the laſt Neon, after he had 
been tormented ten Days with the Stone: His 
(Ween has the Supreme Power in her Hands during 
her Son's Minority, whoſe Name is Don A:phon/o. 
This young Prince was crown'd within a few Days 
after his Father's Deceaſe, to prevent the Plots of 
the Spaniards, who ſupport a powerful Faction in 
that Kingdom of Portugal, and are not without 
tiopes to reduce it again to the King of Sails 
H 2 Obe- 
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Obedience. The World is always buſy, either in re- 
covering old loſt Intereſt, or ſeeking of new. 

The Mar/hal de la Ferte, who was taken Priſo- 
ner by the Prince of Conde in the Battle of Valin- 
ciennes, and having a Price ſet for his Ranſom, had 
Liberty to go whither he would on his Parole, either 
to bring the ſaid Sum, or ſurrender his Perſon by a 
certain Day; finding himſelf ſlighted at the French 
Court, is reſolved to perform his Promiſe at the prefix d 
Time, and go over to the Prince of Conde's Intereſt, 
who will not fail to beſtow a very honourable Com- 
mand on a General of ſuch Merits. 

In the mean Time, the Count of Harcourt plays 
Tricks with his Maſter, and holds private Corre- 
ſpondence with the German Emperor. He is a ſer- 
viceable or a dangerous Man, according as he is 
pleaſed or diſguſted, and therefore they court him 
on both Sides. He is now at Bri/ac in Alſace. I can- 
not admire a Man that is thus induſtriouſly trou- 
bleſome to his Prince, without any Thing of Me- 
rit or Bravery to boaſt of, ſave his former Services 
in Catalonia, which have been ſufficiently repaid 
with Royal Condeſcenſions and Favours. And thoſe 
who make a Parallel between his Caſe, and that of the 
Mareſbal de la Ferte Seneterre, conſider not that the 
laſt fell into his Fnemies Hands only by the Chance 
. of War : Whereas the other is a wilful Apoſtate, 
if he embraces the Emperor's Propeſals when no 
Neceſſity conſtrains him, and Honour flies in his 
Face. | 
From the North we are inform'd, That Count 
Ceoningsmark, Generaliſſimo of the Swwed:/ Forces in 
Pruſſia, as he was failing from Wi/mar, was taken 
Captive by the Poles, and jmpriſon'd in the Caſtle 
of Veſſel munden near Dantzick. And the Inhabi- 
tants of that City miſs'd very narrowly of taking 
the Queen of Sweden herfelf, Tis certain _ 

: ave 
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have got a vaſt Booty from the Swedes, conſiſting of 
eighteen Cheſts full of Gold, with Cofters of the 
King's Jewels, and other rich Things, 

Thele King Cafimir demands for himſelf, with 
a Million of Rix-dollars to be paid him by the 
Dantzickers 3 requiring alſo, that they ſhould fur- 
niſh his Army with all Sorts of Ammunition and 
Proviſions : Which, though it be a heavy Burthen, 
yet thoſe loyal Citizens think nothing too much for 
their King. 

The Muſcovites in the 91h Mcon beſieg'd Riga, a 
City belonging to the Crown of Swweder, but have 
newly raiſed the Siege, after they have loſt above ten 
thouiand Men before the Place. 

This is all the News I can ſend thee, ſave that the 
euch have taking Valencia, a City in Ntaly. 

I with I may hear as proſperous Intelligence as this 
1:1 from Camd/a, aſter ſuch immenſe Charges and 
Slaughter: But Victory is in the Diſpoſal of the An- 
gel of Time. 

Paris, 2d of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 


LETTER VIII. 


To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior fe 
Convent of Dezviſes at Cogni in Natolia. 


a = — 


T is difficult to define the particular Temper of 
my Soul, when I firſt receiv'd the News of thy 
Predeceſſor's Death, that renown'd and venera- 
ble Bedredin, who, as thy Diſpatch informs me, 1s 
gone to Paradiſe. TI was neither in Paſſion, nor 
yet inſenſible, but wholly reſign'd to the Will of 
Heaven. I conſider'd his immenſe Virtues, and the 
Courſe of Nature: His wonderful Age, and more 
H 3 admi- 
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admirable Actions, a Life equally meaſured by Hours, 
and Prodigies of Piety : For he was not in the Num- 
ber of thote who let whole Days paſs away without 
the leaſt good Work, or without leaving any Im- 
Preis on the Track of Time. J expreſs myſelf ac- 
cording to the vulgar ſaying, [Time paſſes away ;] 
Whereas in my Opinion, Time ſtands ſtill, and only 
e pats away, with all Things ſubject to Motion 
and Change, Tis like the Miſtake of thoſe, who, 
ailing on the Water think the Trees and Mountains 
move, whilſt only they themſelves are driven before 
the Wind : Or, like the Philoſophy of thoſe, who, 
truſting to their groſſer Senſe, maintain, the Sun 
whirls daily round our World, tho' according to P ca- 
ſon and better Philoſophy, that Globe of Light 
ſtands ſtill, whilſt ours turns round its Axle-tree, 
and fo deceives our Eyes. Thus, whilſt we Morta!s 
glide o'er the uncertain Waves of human Life, and paſs 
by the viſible and fix'd Land-Marks of Lime, Day 
and Night, we imagine thoſe Land-Marks move and 
not we ourſelves : Whereas Day and Night remain for 
ever, ſtedfaſt and invariable in their ſucceſſive Inter- 
vals, and only the Elements and Bodies compounded 
of them are ſubje& to Change. 

Minutes, Hours, Days, and Years are not pro- 
perly the Meaſures of Tie, but of the Motion and 
Duration of all corruptible Beings : For Time is in- 
fini e, and beyond all Dimenſions. In a Word, its no 
otherwiſe diſtinguiſh'd from Eternity, than barely by 
a Name. 

All that J have ſaid on this Subject is comprehend- 
ed in the Arabian Proverb, which ſays, To- Morrow 
is never. Doubtleſs there's no Paradox or Here in 
laying, Zis alzrays to-Day: or that this Hour, this 
Minute is eternal. And from this Truth ſprung the 
Comtemplation of thoſe who place Z7ernzzy in a Point 
or Iuſtant. 


But 
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But to return to Bedredin, that Fairh/ul of the 
FaitLful, may his Soul repoſe in the \lercies of Gov, 
and his Memory be bleſs'd. May Gabriel. the Friend 
of the Prophet pray for him; than Michael, IH u- 
#4icl, and the Meſſenger of Death, with all the An- 
gels who made Oraiſons for the divine Favourite, 
after his Tranſlation from this earthly State. Ant 
when thou and the religious Fraternity under thy 
Care have perform'd the accuſtom'd Prayers and 
Expiations for the illuſtrious Prelate deceaſed, there 
is no Queſtion but that he ſhall be in a Condition to 
intercede for you and for the whole Mufſulman E m- 
fire : For he was a perfect Saint, and the Beloved of 
Gon, 

O ſage and reverend Succeſſor of that ho/y Max. 
ſuffer me to tell thee, Thy Name Hebatolla [t 
Gift of Gop] fills me with glorious Preſages of thy 
Life and Adminiſtration in that renowned College, 
where the incomparable Bedredin ſhin'd ſo many 
Years. Now he is gone to Gop, and to the Gar- 
dens of eternal Retirement, having left his Scat on 
Farth to thee, repleniſh'd with the ſacred Odour of 
Virtue. 

He was a religious Imitator of the Prophets, and of 
all holy Men in general; a devout Admirer of the 
Mefſias, and a faithful Diſciple of the Ser? of Gop. 
Now he is gone to ſet down with them in the (II. 
%s of Eden, on the Banks of immortal Streams, 
and Rivers of Wine, Milk, and Honey, which 
= along the Allies of Paradiſe. This is the 

ecompence of Heroick Virtue, the Crown of good 
Works, the Bliſs prepar'd for chaſte and purify'd 
Souls, who in their Tranſmigration from this Earth 
carry no Stains of Vice along with them : For nothing 
impure can find Admittance into that World of glit- 
tering Eſſence, 

O Hebatolla, what is there on this obſcure Globe 
that deſerves to be compared with thoſe ſerener 
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joys above, thoſe unſullied Pleaſures, that untarniſh'd 
Bliss? And yet ſometimes we taſte ſtrange Felicitie; 
ker on Earth. But 'tis only when the Gates and 
OCaſe ments of Paradiſe are open, when a Celeſtial 
Wind tranſports wither the Leaves of the Trees of 
Baen, and perfuines the Air and Skies with the tranſ— 
ecncent Odour of that happy Region, wafting alſo im- 
perſect Sounds, Muſick in ſoft Fragments, and Echo“ 
trem the Charrs of the B/z/Y'd. Then ' tis the Hearts 
of Merta's feel a ſecret and incxpreſſible Joy ſpringing 
up from the Root ; this lower World (if I may to 
expreſs my!eif ) is all entrench'd with Pleaſure. This 
happens nct every Day, but only at the Seaſons of 
divine Inclulgence, on the Feflivals of ſome particular 
Saints, and inthe Time of the immortal Jubilee, when 
Gop exhilerates the Univerſe with uncommon Fa- 
yours, and an infinite Largeſs. 

As for the Reſt of our Enjoy ments, they are Miti- 
eons indeed of the Pains and inſeparable Miſeries 
of this mortal Life ; they prevail on us to wait the 
at pointed Hour of Fate, and not hurry ourſelves 
out of the World before our Time: But they deſerve 
not to be plac'd in the Rank of true Felicities. 

However, our Patience under this Fatigue oi 
Lite, our Indifference to Pleaſure and Pain, Pover- 
ty or Riches, Sickneſs or Health, Honour or Dil- 
grace, With all the other Objects of human Paſſion, 
will-prove a ſingular Argument of Merit, a prevail- 
ing Recommendation to the Life to come, and an 
cHectual Paisport for Paradiſe. For he that is thus 
inſenſbly, yet willingly weaned from the fulſome 
Joys of Earth by the very Courſe of Nature and 


Decree of Deſtiny, muſt unayoidably aſcend to a. 


puser Region, to a Place capable of ſatisfying his 
aſpiring Soul: For Nature created no Appetite to 
baulk it. | 
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This is the Life ſo recommended by Fe/as the ton 
of Mary, whoſe Character thou haſt in the Librar of 
thy Convert. Here I fend thee in a Box, th tw 1ch 
by all the Nazarenes is eſteemed his true Ethyics, I 
remember I once ſaw another of the ſame Lineamencs 
in the Treaſury of the Grand Seignior. 'Theie 
Pieces are vary rare, becauſe not copy'd by the 
Hands of common Painters, but by the molt celebra— 
ted Maſters in Europe. And the original Draught, 
they ſay, was made by the Mz/ras himſelf on a 
Handkerchief, which he clap'd to his Face, and ſo 
left his lively Portraiture. 

cannot aſcertain the Truth of this Tradition: 
But in regard this is one of thoſe Copies which 1s 
cloſetted by the greateſt Monarchs in Chrijlendom, 
I ſend it to thee as a worthy Ornament of thy Cell, 
without either the Peril or Scandal of Idolatry. 

The pious Bedredin was covetous of any Memoirs 
of the Mefias, whether written in Hzeroglyphicks, 
or in the more uſual Characters of Speech. He would 
have made no more Exception at a Picture, than 
at a Poem in Praiſe of that holy Prophet; and J 
queſtion not but thou equalleſt him in the ſame In- 
difference. 

I could not ſo eaſily procure the true Picture of 
Fehn, ſarnam'd the Waſher ; but here I will give 
thee a ſhort Hiſtory of his Life. This was a fa- 
mous Prophet, who lived in the Days of the Me 
fias, and was of the Race of the Prieſts. His Ha- 
bitation was altogether in the Deſart, for he was an 
Eremite, and lived in a Cave on one of the Moun- 
tains of Fudæa: Some of the Jeaus took him for 
Elias, others for the Mef/ias, and a third Sort ſaid, 
he was Mahomet, whoſe coming was foretold in the 
Book of their Law, and in the Writings of their 
Prophets, | 
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But John deny'd that he was any of theſe, call. 
ing himſelf in Modeſty, A Voice or Echo, His 
Lite was very abſtemious; for he fed only on the 
Tops of Plants and wild Honey, drinking nothing 
but Water of the Fountain which ran by the Side of 
his Cave; and his Body was only cover'd with a 
Veit of Camel's Hair, uſing a leathern Thong for a 
Girdle. 

To that ſolitary Reſidence of his there was great 
Reſort of People from FJeruſalem, and the Cities 
round about ; for the Fame of his Sanctity had ſpread 
through all Paleſtine and Syria. 

He waſhed all bie Diſciples with his own Hands in 
the Waters of Jordan, from whence he was called the 
Baptiſt or Waſher. He daily preach'd Repentance 
and good Works to the incredulous Fows 3 and open- 
ly declar'd, that Feſus the Son of Mary, was the 
Me-/fias. That holy Prophet it ſeems was one of 
John's Diſciples, and had been waſh'd by him in the 
River Jordan. 

In fine, after many Years of heroick Virtue 
and Piety, John had his Head cut off by the Or- 
der of Herod the Governour of Judæa, becauſe he 
had reprov'd the Tyrant for marrying his Brother's 
Wife. 

Behold theſe Memoirs are the beſt Preſents the 
Poor exiPd Mahmut, can ſend thee, when he con- 

ratulates thy Acceſſion to that holy Chair: Yet 

uch as theſe were more welcome to thy Prede- 

ceſſor than Gifts of Silver, Gold, or precious 
Stones; for he was a diligent Collector of choice 
Antiquities, and ſelect Fragments of Hiſtory : He 
was alſo a liberal Patron, and Encourager of Philo- 
ſophy and all Sorts of Learning. Follow thou his 
Example, and the true Faithful will be eternally 
oblig'd to thee. Thou haſt a fair Opportunity, 
there being, as Pi inform'd, the beſt Library in 
thy Convent of any throughout the M ſulman Em- 
| pure 
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fire: And the Derviſes under thy Government are 
Men addicted to the Study of the Sciences. Tis 

ity ſuch Inclinations ſhould want Encouragement, 
whilſt the Infidels are every where buſy in founding 
new Academies, and augmenting the Old. There is 
one lately erected in the Dukedom of C/eve by the 
Elector of Brandenburgh, where the Oriental Lan- 
guage, and Sciences are profeſſed. If the Nazarenes 
are thus curious to pry into our Learning, why ſhould 


we be remiſs in attaining the Knowledge of their 


Languages and Hiſtories, ſince thereby we ſhall be 
in a Condition to know their greateſt Secrets? 

Sage Hebatolla, let not the ele have any lon- 
ger Occaſion to term us Barbarous and Ignorant : 
But remember, that in promoting Ziterature, thou 
wilt perform a meritorious Service to the Grand 
Seignior. 


Paris, 17th of the 1 Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 


LETTER. 1X, 


To Selim AP Moſel Venerable Imaum of 


the Moſch of Sancta Sophia. 


RAISE be to Gov, ſole Lord of the Zenith 
and the Nadir, Profeſſor of infinite Regions, who 
tudes the firſt Meridian in the Palm of his Hand! 
The Names of Peru and Mexico are not now foreign 
in the Ottoman Empire, eſpecially to Travellers and 
Men of Science. 

When our Fathers firſt heard of America, they 
had no other Way to expreſs ſo unknown a Fart 
ef the World, than by calling it the Land of the 
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Golden Mines, becauſe of the Abundance of that 
Metal which was brought from thence by the 
Sani ards, ſince their Congueſts in thoſe Parts. But 
now we are no Strangers to the Geography of that 
remote Continent. Commerce and Traffick have 
render'd all the known Nations of the Earth fami- 
liar one with another. And I remember, when 1 
was at Conſtantinople, the Names of Peru, Mexico, 
Florida, &c. were as common in the Copha Hans, 
as the Names of Indoſtan, Turquiſian, Gurgiſtan, or 
any other Province of Aa. So that a Man would 
have been laughed at, who in ſpeaking of America, 
ſhould have uſed any Circumlocutions, as to call it the 
Empire of the Golden Mines, the World beyond the 
Great Sea, or the like. 

Yet we muſt confeſs, our Knowledge in this Kind 
is owing to the Franks, who fail into thoſe far di- 
ſtant Regions, and at their Return communicate their 
Intelligence and Obſervations to us; for elſe we had 
been yet altogether Strangers to the Hiſtory of that 
New World. 

It was firit diſcover'd by Chriflopber Columbus, a 
Genoeſe, in the Year 1492, of the Chriſtians Hegira, 
This Man had a happy Genius in contemplating the 
Motion of the Sun, and the Frame of the Univerſe. 
He was no Stranger to the Extent of our Continent, 
and the Situation of all its Parts: He had been 
often at Sea, and ſeen divers Regions: and particu- 
jarly when he was in Paid! the moſt Weſterly 
Part of Europe, he took great Delight to walk on 
the Shore in the Evenings, and obſerve the Setting 
of the Sun. 'This Cuſtom of his produced various 
Thoughts in his Breaſt. But what was of moſt Im- 
port, his Reaſon ſuggeſted to him, that it could not 
conſiſt with the Order of Nature, that the Sun, after 
he leſt our orld, ſerv'd only to give light to the 
Fiſhes, or gild the Waves of the Weſtern Ocean: 
Therefore on good Grounds he concluded, 2 
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ruſt be ſome unknwn Land, beyond thoſe mighty 
Tracts of Sea, which waſh'd the Weſtern Shores of 
Europe and Africk. 

This Thought made him uneaſy, and put him up- 
on a Reſolution of attempting a Difcovery. He made 
Propoſals to the Republick of Genoua, but was reject- 
ed. Then he addreſſed himſelf to Henry VII. at the 
Engliſh Court; where not finding Encouragement, 
he went to the King of Spain, who approving his De- 
ſign, furniſh'd him with two Ships. He ſail'd on the 
Ocean for the Space of two Moons without ſeeing 
any Land, which made his Mariners mutiny, their 
Proviſions falling ſhort. They threatned to throw 
him overboard, if he would not return. But he 
with mild Words and ſtrong Reaſons appeas'd their 
Fury; promiling to ſail back again, if they ſaw not 
Land within three Days. On the third Day, the 
Boy on the main 'Top-Maft ſaw a Fire, and within 
a few Hours afterwards they came within View of 
Land. | 

When he had made his Obſervations, and done 
what was requiſite in his Circumſtances, he return'd 
to give the King of Spain an Account of his Ex- 
pedition. 

After his Death, Americus YVeſputius was ſent to 
8 the unknown Regions; from whom, that 
whole Continent is call'd America; but methinks, 
not without ſome Ingratitude to the firſt Diſcoverer. 

It would be endleis to recount all the particular Ad- 
ventures of the Spaniards in theſe Parts, with their 
Cruelties and Maſlacres : Suffice it to ſay, to the eter- 
nal Infamy of that Nation, that according to their 
own Writers, they butcher'd in cold Blood ahove 
twenty Millions of the Natives, in the Space of 
twenty Years : And all this for the Lucre of their 
Gold; though under the Pretence of propagating the 
Chriſtian Religion, 
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I will not lit myſelf in the Number of thoſe who 
pretend to be Gop's Privy Counſellors, neither will J 
preſume to deſcant on Things out of my Reach: But 
the Spaniards have lately felt a terrible Blow in Pera; 
which, if it be not a Mark of the Wrath ot Heaven, 
is at leaſt a Sign that the Earth is weary of them, ef- 
pecially in thoſe Parts, where they have ſtain'd it 
with ſo much innocent Blood, 

The City Lima, not many Moons ago, was all 
ſwallowed up by an Earthquake ; and Calas another 
City not far from it, was conſum'd by a Shower of 
Fire out of the Clouds. Eleven thouſand Spaniarg: 
loſt their Lives in this Calamity ; and the Earth de- 
voured a Hundred Millions of refin'd Silver, which 
the Lucre of the Spaniards had forced out of its 
Bowels. All the Mountains of Poti, from whence 
they dug their choiceſt Metal, were level'd with the 
Plain, and no more Hopes of Gold were left to their 
inſatiable Avarice. | 

I leave the Judgments of theſe Events to thee, 
who art of the holy Line, full of reſplendent 
Thoughts, prophetick 7/charif, conſecrated Emir, 
Glory ofthe Houſe of Mahomet. Yet give me leave 
to tell thee, that this Calamity of the Spaniards in 
part reſembles the Fate of Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
the reſt of the nine Cities of the Lake, The Infidel, 
ſay there were but Five. Let them alone in their 
Errors; 'tis certain the Muſſulmans have the only 
true Hiſtory of former Times. Doubtleſs, Gop is 
ſevere in Chaſtiſements, when he is incens'd againſt 
a Nation. Witneſs the People of Ad and Nemod, 
with Men of the Valley of Smeke, and the City 
whoſe Inh2bitants were in one Hour all turn'd into 
Ste tues of Stone, and are to be ſeen at this Day, as 
a ſtanding Monument of Heaven's Diſpleaſure. Yet 
no Nation is ruin'd *till it ruin itſelf, as Gop ſpeaks 
in the Alcoran. 
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O Emir, in whoſe Veins run the moſt purify'd 
Blood in the World, pray for Mahmut, that he 
may never turn Apoſtate from Gop and his Prophet, 
nor do any thing which may hurry him to an un- 
timely Fate. | 


Paris, 17th of the 1ſt. Moon, 
of the Year 1057. 


LETTER X. 
To Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


* IS following Summer, if all Reports be 


true, is like to afford ſome Campaigns of 


Blood. The general Diſcourſe here is, that the Grand 
Seignior will ſpeedily have an Army of Three hun- 


dred thouſand Men in the Field; Part to act in Da/- 
matia and Candy againſt the Venetians; the reſt to 
be employed againſt the Per fans, the more inveterate 
Enemies of the Ottoman Empire. 

That ſaucy Embaſſador Mmael Bir Couli Can de- 
ſerv'd the Puniſhment was inflicted on him for his im- 
pertinent'Huff, and drawing his Sabre in the Pre- 
ſence of the greateſt Monarch of the World. And 
let it be an eternal Precedent to the Envoys of fo- 
reign Princes, that they may learn a Leſſon of Mo- 
deſty, when they addreſs to the Lord of their Lords, 


and not, by Preſumption, incenſe the King of the 


Earth. 

But *tis apparent, this Embaſſador took Advan- 
tage of our Troubles: He ſweil'd with a. vain 
and falſe Idea of the Perfian Puiſſance : Beſides, 
they ſay, his Maſter has ente 'd into a ſolemn 


League with the Czar of Mu/covy againſt the ſhin- 


iag Empire, And *tis certainly known here, that 
do 
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Two Ambaſſadors are arriv'd at Venice from that Po- 
tent Emperor of the North ; and others are expected 
from Per/ia to negotiate a Tripartite League between 
thoſe Crowns and that Republick againſt the Yiforinus 
O/mans. Hence I ſuppoſe it was, that the rude Here- 
tick took the Boldneſs to commit an Action, which all 
the Eaf? puniſhes with Death. Neither is it any thing 
to the Purpoſe, what the Chri/tians of theſe Part; 
ſay, That the Perſons of Ambaſſadors are ſacred : For 
much more ſo are the Per/ons of Sowereigns. And ſo 
long as an Envoy obeys the Law of Nations, in only 
delivering his Meſſage with Reſpect and Civility, that 
Law will prote& him from all Injuries. But if he 
muit needs leap over his ewn Fence, and inſtead 
of appearing like an Ambaſ/ador, he will act the 
Patt of an A/afjin, a Furioſo, a Contemner of Maje- 
ſty, he can expect no better Treatment, than what 
is due to his audacious Inſolence: He throws off 
with Scorn the Protection that his Character 
claims, and in a mad Brawado courts the Revenge of 
the State. 

This mae has all along been counted a bold 
Fool in the Court of Perſia. He has committed a 
thouſand wild Pranks at /þahar, more becoming a 
Feſter, than a wiſe Miniſter of State. Yet his 
Maſter fill wink'd at his Extravagances for his Fa- 


ther's Sake, who did many notable Services to that- 


Crown; among which, his recovering Candahar 
from the Mogu/ was none of the leaſt ; it being the 
only Town which commands the Frontiers of Perfia 
and the Indies. 

For this and other Merits, Sha Sopbi prefer'd 
both him and his Son to the moſt conſiderable 
Governments and Offices in the Empire ; wherein the 
old Man acquitted himſelf fairly to the laſt. But 
this young Buffoon grew unweildy with too much 
Honour, affronted the Grandees, and play'd * 

the 
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the King himſelf, for which he had once like to have 
been caſt to the Dogs. But at the Interceſſion of ſome 
of his few Friends that Puniſhment was remitted and 
chang'd into Exile; whilſt his Enemies made uſe cf 
his Abſence to ruin him. 

They were ſome of the greateſt Lords of the 
C:urt, who bore him a Grudge, and they had hour- 
ly the King's Ear; which Advantage they made 
uſe of to infinuate ſuch an ill Charader of I/&mael, 
that he knew no better Way to be handiomely rid of 
him, than by ſending of him on this deſperate EMH 
to the Myſterious Porte: Chuſing rather that he houtd 
fill by the Grand Seignior's Command than by his 
own, who had reap'd ſo much Benefit from the Ser- 
vices of his Father. 

By this thou may'ſt diſcern, that the ig of Per/ia 
is earneftly reſolv'd on War, without regarding low 
his Herald that proclaim'd it is receiv'd : For that 
Ambaſſador deſerves no other Title, who comes not 
with the accuſtom'd Preſents and &uppliration ; but 
with an Addreſs of a harſher Stile, denouncing Enmi- 
ty at his very firſt Approach to the Feet of the Invin- 
cible Sultan Mahomet. 

After all, it rejoices me to hear, that thou, and the 
other Baſſa's of the Empire, are ſo ready to aſſiſt our 
great Maſter, For I am aſſured that from your Per- 
ſonal and voluntary Contributions, he has receiv'd a 
Supply of thirty Millions of 4fpers, befides the con- 
rant Rewenues, Cuſtoms, Tributes, and Subſidies 
of the Empire, This is noiſed all over Chriftendom ; 
yet the Venctians ſeem not much to dread the Con- 
ſequences of theſe vaſt Preparations z judging that they 
will be employ'd elſewhere, than againſt any Pro- 


ace of their Dominions, except in Da/matia, where 


theſe Infidels truſt to the Strength of their Forts, and 
the inacceſſible Height of Rocks, 


But 
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But He that laid the Foundations of the Each, 
and cauſes it to tremble when he pleaſes, the une 
God form'd the lofty Mountains, and can level then 
with Plains to ſerve the Followers of his Proel, 
Even as the Stones came voluntary to ſalute the 
divine Meſenger himſelf ; the Trees rows'd them. 
ſelves as out of a deep Sleep, and the Earth yield. 
ing on all Sides to the to;c:1ble Motion of the 5 
ſpired Roots, they wali:'sd out of their Places, and 
compo:'d an Umbrella over the Head of Mahon: 
22 he was ready to iaint with the violent Heat otthe 

un. 

Thus ſhall the + eents conſpire to aid the Tr 
Believers: And nen they fight for tne Alert 
againſt 7/ide/s, (op ſhall endue the inanimate Ben 
with Faith ar i Devotion, 


Paris, 7th of the zd Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 


— 


LETTER XI. 


To Mehemet, an exil'd Eunuch, it 


Egypt. 
REPARE thyſelfwith a Conſtancy of Spirit be- 


coming a Muſſulman, when thou ſhalt underſtand 
that the beſt Friend thou haſt in the World is gone to 
Paradiſe. May Gop grant him the Repoſe of a Trut 
Believer, an Apartment of 2 Delight. For 'ti 
the brave Sohman I ſpeak of, who not only deſerve 


thy moſt grateful Vows for ſaving thy Life, but has 
done a Thouſand meritorious Actions beſides, which 
now crown him with Chapters of Immortality. 
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] wiſh I could have been the Relater of better News 
to my baniſh'd Friend. But perhaps thou haſt heard 
of his Death already, by ſome Veſſels from Conſt antino- 
ple, and fo 'twill be needleſs to ſay any Thing as to 
his untimely Fate, or the Tragedies of the Seraglio, 
and Imperial City. 

It ſeems very ſtrange to me, and a Lay unac- 
countable, tiat there can be no means found out to 
prevent theſe dangerous Inſurrections of the Soldiers, 
and that the moſt formidable Empire on Earth 
ſhould be thus frequently ſhock'd by her own Szb- 
jeh Mehemet, the Things of this preſent World 
are a perfect Riddle, and our Life itſelf is but the 
Shadrzv of a Dream. Thou haſt experienc'd the 
Inconſtancy of Fortune, and that there is nothing 
on Earth deſerves a wiſe Man's Confidence: There- 
fore, if I may adviſe thee, it ſhall be, to wean thy 
ſelf from the trivial Affairs of Mortals. Let not 
the natural Fondneſs which thou may'ſt poſlibly 
haye for thy former Courtly Life in the Seraglio, 
return to diſquiet thy S. A Man may be happy any 
where, that knows how to be contented, , Nature is 
ſery'd with a Little; and we ought to eſteem our 
Irregular Appetites as Foreigners. If our Fortune 
be not extended to the larger — of our Wiſhes, 
* eaſy to contract and adequate our Minds to our 

ortune, f 

Thou mapy'ſt carve to thyſelf various Sorts of 
Felicities in Egypt, and render Caire as pleaſant to 
thee now, as Conſtantinople was formerly. Virtue 
makes all Places delightful. If thou art for an 
active Life, there's Buſineſs enough in that populous 
City; and Opportunities are never wanting to a 
Man that is ready to lay hold on them. Beſides, 'tis 
tne popular Character of Egypt, that whoſoever 
cwells in it finds an Employment ſuitable to his 
Inclination. But if thou art Melancholy and Con- 


templative, in my Opinion thou could'ſt not have 
choſen 
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choſen a Country more agreeable to ſuch a Tem. 
er. 

F Were I in thy Station, I ſhould make frequent Vi. 
fits to the Pyramids, and never be weary of ſearchin 

out the Antiquity of thoſe admirable Strudbure, 
There is hardly any Thing made by human Art, which 
has put me upon more important Studies and Diſquiſ:. 
tions, than the Original of theſe ſtupendous Fabricli, 
They far ſurpaſs in Grandeur and Magnificence the 
molt renown'd Buildings af the Greet and Roman 
Empires, even in the Zenith of their moſt Rlouriſhirg 
State. And I would fain learn, Then they were 
firſt erected, by Whom, and for What Ends? For 
I cannot believe what Jeſephus the Jeaviſb Hiſtoriin 
reports of them, "That they were built in the Time cf 
Naſes their Law-giver, and that all thoſe of the 11: 
brew Nation, amounting to ſome Hundreds of '{kcu- 
ſands, were employ'd as Slaves in the Work, by tz 
King then reigning in Egypt. 

I have perus'd Herodotus the Grecian, Diodrut 
the Sicilian, with Strabo, Pliny, and other Writer, 
who have all taken great Pains to ſearch into the 
Antiquity of the Pyramids: Yet after all their Ja- 
wels in Egypt, and their Converſe with the Pri 
of that Country, they ſeem to have receiv'd but 
ſmall Light in this Aﬀair ; eaving Things in Un- 
certainty, and not agreeing in their Account:, 
One will have them to be only deſign'd for Schu 
of the Kings; another ſays, they were built by 
Joſephb the Hebrew, the Vigir of Egypt, and that 
they were the Granaries where he laid up ſeven 
Years Proviſion of Corn, againſt the Famine which 
in his Days aMiQed the Earth. Thus they differ 
in their Sentiments. And our Countryman 157 
Azad" Alhokm declares, That when he was in Egyet, 
he could not draw from any of the Prieſss the 
leaſt Certainty as to the Age of theſe , oy 

thei 


Vol. V. „ SPY % Ait. 165 


their Founders. Which makes him conclude, That 
unce there was no Memory or Footſteps of their Ori- 
ginal left among Men, it is probable they were built 
before the Feed. 

This agrees exactly with what others of our 
Arabian Writers have deliver'd concerning King 
Saudrid, who reign'd in Egypt three hundred Years 
before the Deluge. They relate ſtrange Things of 
this Prince; and among the reſt, that he dreamt, 
The fixed Stars came down from Heaven to the Earth 
overturning all Things with the Violence of their pre- 
cipitate Fall. Being much troubled at this Viſion, 
he ſent for the Prieſts and Sages ; who when they 
were aſſembled together in the King's Palace, Acli- 
man their Cater, or Prince of the Aſrologers, told 
the King, That a Year before, he had ſeen a Viſion 
which made a deep Impreſſion on his Mind. For theſe 
celeſtial Orbs appear d to deſcend ſo low as to touch 
the Earth, fo that the Stars were mingled among Men. 
Then he lift up his Hands above his Head, in his Dream, 
4 keep the Heaven from quite oppreſſing Mortals with 
its Weight. Whilſt I vas in this Poſture, ſaid he, 
methought J addreſſed myſelf to the Sun, beſeeching 
the reſplendent God to retire with all his glittering 
Train of Lights to their ancient Station on High. 
Ihereupon the Sun made anſwer, When TI ſhall have 
accompliſped three hundred Circuits, the Heavens will 
return to their proper Places. 

When Ac/imon had related this Viſion, the King 
commanded the 4fro/agers to erect a Scheme of the 
' preſent Configurations Above, and tell him what 
they preſaged. They did fo, and all agreed, hat 
' a Deluge ſhould Fir? overflow the whole Earth, 

=: that Afterwards it ſhould be totally deſtroy*d by 

tre, 

Upon the hearing of this, they ſay King Saudrid, 
commanded the Pyramids to b. bui/t, Carrying all 
his Riches into them with the Tables of the Myfe- 


rious 
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rious Sciences, and Laws, and whatſoever w;; thi 
eſteem'd precious and worthy to be preſerv'd from 
the General Deſtruction. And the Annals of Et 


ſay, that he commanded theſe Words to be engraved 5 
on them. 1 
0 
J Saudrid laid the Foundation of the Py. * 
ramids, and finiſhed them in Six Years; t 
Zet I challenge any future King to de. WI 
moliſb them in Six hundred Jears; thy m 
it be much eafier to ruin than to build. - 

J covered 'em with Silks ; let any Man 
after me cover them with Mats, if be H 
can. | 
EF ha 
In thus afferting Saudrid to be the Founder of te by 
Pyramids, it ought to be underſtood only of ſome WF , 
of the Greateſt ; and that the other ſucceeding Prince; "x 
(perhaps after the Flocd,) ſpur'd on with Emulation WW th 
and Deſire of Glory, built the Reſt 3 which is the ot 
only Way to reconcile our Arabian Writers to He- th 
rodotus, Diodorus, and other Hiſtorians of the WW}, of 
who aſſign Cheops or Chemnis, with Chephren, Cha- J, 

bryis, and Mycerinus the Son of Chemnis, as Founder: 
of ſome particular Pyramids. Whilſt Straby and PE 
Pliny aſcribe the Building of one to Rhoadepe, a "R 
famous Strumpet, or at leaſt to ſome of ber we 
Paramours. | Its 
Doubtleſs, there is great Obſcurity and Con- th 
fuſion in the Records of the Ancients about the WW 6 
exact Time when theſe illuſtrious Monuments were E. 
built, which yet is an impregnable Argument of 18 
their Antiquity z ſince, when one Author aſſerts th 
this or that King to have built a Pyramid, another j; 
demonſtrates the contrary, by proving, that That ſe 

Pyramid was in being long before the Days f 
the 
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the ſuppes'd Founder, Neither can I find any Con- 
currence of Authorities, ſo rational and exactly 
agreeing, as that of the Arabians, who all unani- 
mouſly deliver, as a certain Truth that theſe un- 
1rallel'd Structures were built long before the 
Tad. All which is confirm'd by the Egyptian An- 
ral; themſelves, penn'd by thoſe of the Coptite Race, 
who deſcended from Coptim, Son of Maſar, the Son 
of Banſer, the Son of Cham, the Son of Noah; with 
whom and his Family, Philemon the good Prieſt 
made an Alliance by Marriage, and in their 
Cuſtody were the Records and Traditions of the old 
Wirld. 

But if it be granted, dear Eunuch, that thoſe 
Hiſtories are true which relate the Tranſactions of 
the Kings of Egypt before the Flcod; what Reaſon 
have we to call in Queſtion the Fragments of Ma- 
nethos, a Prieſt of Egypt; or the Genealogy and 
Succeſſion of Egyptian Monarchs deliver'd by Hero- 
datus; or the Chronological Regifters of Egypt un- 


folded by Diodorus, which carry up the Reign of 


their Kings to above a thouſand Years beyond any 
other the moſt early Epocha of the Creation, except 
that of the A/jrians, or the intermiddle Aſcent 
of paſt Ages in the Records of the Chineſe and 
Indians? 

I know not what to call it, whether the Cow- 
artice of the Intelle, which dare not venture to 
launch into ſo vaſt a Speculation ; or its Soth, 
wich will not take rhe Pains to unfold and ſtretch 
its drowzy Faculties on the moſt natural Idea in 
the World. *Tis true, indeed, we cannot without 
ſome Fatigue contemplate ſtedfaſtly the Eternal 
Exiſtence and Duration of Things. Tis an immor- 
tal Thought, that can tranſport the Sou! back 
| through ſuch an Iufinity of Ages. Vet the Pleaſure 
is agreeable to the Undertaking ; becauſe Truth, 

ſerene as the Mornings in Fgypr, enlightens the 


Proſpect 


* 
* 
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Proſpect, and tempts the Mind, if *twere poſſible 
to look even beyond Eternity itſelf: Whereas, he 
that only confines his View to the narrow Horizon 
of particular Hifories, is like a Man in a Wilde. 
neſs, or a low and ſhady Vale, where his Eye i; 
curb'd with the Interpoſition of 'Thickets, uneyey 
Ground, and envious Encloſures. For ſuch are the 


dark Controverſies, inextricable Difficulties, and af. 


fected Umbrages of moſt Mriters, who never dur 
peep o'er the Mountains of receiv'd Opinion; or if 
they did, they fearfully or maliciouſly hid their 
Diſcoveries, from the reſt of Mortals. I tell thee, 
as Gop is Eternal, there cannot be aſſign'd an 7+. 


ſtance of Time, wherein the World did not exit. For 


the firſt Matter flows as naturally from his EHu, 
as Light from the Sur. 

If thou adoreſt any other Gon but this, thou 
wilt be found in the Number of 1d>laters and [rj 
dels who pay divine Honours to certain Mighty 
Angels, Architects, as they believe, of the Uni- 
verſe. 

They behold Houſes, Caſtles, and great Cities 
built by Mortals, and at a certain Period ruin'd by 
Fire, Water, Earthquakes, or other Accidents; or 


deſtroy'd by the Effects of War: From hence they 


form a Notion of the World's Original and Cats. 
ftrophe : They conſider the Animals, Plants, and 
Minerals; that every Individual periſhes in Time; 
and that even in the Heavens there are ſtrong Syn} 
toms of Corruption and Alteration. Hence they col- 
le& Arguments to prove the Weakneſs and Decay 
of univerſal Nature, which they vainly compare 
to the Life of a Man, a Beaſt, or a Tree. Ard 
as they have their appointed Sea/ons of Birth, 


Growth, Maturity, Decay, and Death; ſo it i. 


with the Unzver/e. 


But all this is Sophifry ; or to ſpeak more favour Þ 


ably, we ought to change it to the Account cf 
| Ort 
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Mot Meditation. For tho' the [:d4ividnals of all 
Ends are chang'd, ceaie and diiappear at their ap- 
pointed Periods 3 yet the Species or Kinds them- 
(elves remain for ever before our Eyes. As faſt as 
one Man dies another is born; and ſo it is with 
the Brutes : And the Scaſons of the Pear in their 
proper Courſe renew all the Fegetazles, We find 
the Elements, the Sun, Moon, Stars, and Earth re- 
main unchangeable. And why then ſhould we 
tuink they were not always ſo, and will not con- 
tinue ſo for ever? or if this be too bold a Stretch, 
jet us conceive them, at leaſt much more ancient 
and durable, than they are generally thought to be. 
And if theſe greater Beings ſhall undergo a Change 
in their cutavard Forms, we may yet believe their 
Salſauces will remain for ever. 

But whether corporeal heings are thus laſting or 
no, we have ſomething in us that can never periſh. 
Jar Souls are Immortal, and need not the Zmbaln- 

2 of Ecypt to preſerve them from Corruption. 

*rerefore, dear Mebemet, fince we are deſtin'd 
ive for ever in one State or other, let us not 
gar Death, wich is but a Minute's Slumber, a ſhort 
rance out of which we ſhall immediately awake, 
'7 encreale our Knowledge and Experience of thoie 
ente and Secrets of Nature, Which at preſent are 
aid from us. Ina Word, let us live like Philoſo- 
lers, and then we may hope to die with the ſame 
1.quznimity of Spirit as he did, who in his laſt Ago- 
es, being aſked by his Friends, Where was all his 
Poils/cophy now ? Anſwer'd, I am guft entring on a 
09 Diſcovery concerning the Nature of Salt. And 


* 
9 , 
f.-w# 


| with that Word he expired. 
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in 
To the moſt Venerable Mufti. 


F the publick Seditions ſhould always continue, or 
be as frequently renew'd as they have lately been 
at Con/tantinople ; and if their Effects ſhall be equally 
fatal to the Grandees as has been this laſt horrid Mu. 
tiny of the Soldiers ; to congratulate any Man's Riſe 
to an eminent Dignity, will be but to flatter him, and 
Addreſſes of this Nature muſt be eſteem'd no better 
than mock Compliments, civil Inſults, and faſhiona- 
ble Sarca/ms : Since at this Rate, great Honours ought 
to be look'd on no otherwiſe, but as direct Advance; 
and nearer Approaches to Infamy and Death; when 
a Man is exalted from an obſcure Faſtneſs and humble 
Security to the glorious Hazard of a precipitate 
Fall. 

[is therefore when I come to kiſs the Duſt of 
thy Feet among the Croud of true Believers, and to 
welcome thee to the moſt ſacred and ſublime YVicar/hi 
on Earth, I draw near with an Indifference ſuitable to 
a Miſſulman wiſhing thee not more Joy than Safety 
in that myſterious Station, but ſuch a Temperament 
of both, as is due to thy Sanctity and incorrupt Ac. 
tions. Ina Word, I wiſh thee a perpetual Immu- 
nity from thy Predeceſſors Temptations, and from his 
Crimes; and then thou need'it not fear his Misfor- 
tune and Diſgrace. 

Let not what I have ſaid paſs for an Argument 
of Diſreſpect and Undutifulne's to the Heir of Pro- 
phetick and Apoſtolick Revelation, the great Pati. 
arch of the Faithful. I rcverence both thy Office 
and Perion, yet am commanded to avoid Flattery 


and partial Addrefles when I write to the gremes 
Sages 
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cages in the Empire. And had not this Injunction 
been laid on me, my own natural 'Temper would 

rompt me to ſhun that Vice which renders a Man ſo 
much leſs than himſelf, by how much he exalts ano- 
ther above his due. | 

have often propos'd to thy Fredeceſſor, the migh- 
ty Benefit that would redound to the whole Oztomar 
F mpire, if Learning were more encourag'd, and the 
Hiſtories of foreign Nations were tranſlated into the 
familiar Language of the Muſſulmans. 

It is, that thoſe who are deſtin'd to ſubdue all 
Things, and have already ſpread their glorious Con- 
queſt through the greateſt Part of the Earth, ſhould be 
acquainted with the Tranſactions of former Times, 
the Wars of illuſtrious and brave Heroes, the R iſe 
and Fall of ancient Kingdoms, and in general, the 
molt noted Revolutions in the World. From ſuch Re- 
cords our Generals and Military Men may draw Ex- 
amples of Fortitude and Patience, Conduct and Pru- 
dence, in all the Fatigues and Difficulties of War. 
Our Stateſmen may improve their Knowledge in all 
the Maxims of Policy and Wiſdom requiſite in Jie 
of Peace. In fine, Men of all Conditions may learn 
the Precepts of Morality and Virtue. 

Methinks *tis Pity, that we who poſſeſs the Terri- 
tories of the ancient Grecians, the Kingdoms of Co- 
»inth, and the Argives : the Commonwealth of Athens 
and Lacedemon ; the Empire of Macedon, and the 
State of the Fewws; ſhould be ignorant of the Laws 
by Which theſe divers Countries were of old govern'd, 
and the Characters, Lives, and AQtons ef their firſt 
Law givers, and ſucceeding Governcurs. 

Bur if thou ſhalt detemine, that the Knowledge 
of theſe remote Affairs is ſuperfluous and unneceſſary 
for true Believers ; let them at leaſt not be ignorant 


in their own Hittory, aud the Original of cheir Pro- 
genitors. | 
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"Tis true, we Arabians have all along taken Cote 
of our Gerealogies, every Family and 'i'tibe being 
diligent to preſerve the Memory cf their Ancetior;, 
and all concur with an unanimous Zeal to Kevilter 
the holy Lineage of Malomet, the Meſſenger cf Gon. 
So that we can from his Father Abdulla run up ine 
direct paternal Line to Caydar, the Second Seu 
1/mael! (on whom be the Benedictions of Gon.) Me 
are not ignorant how this Caydar (from whom th: 
noble Corei's derive their Pedigree) firſt ſettled a: 
Mecca, in pure Devotion ta Square Temple, whic!, 
was built by Angels ; when he might as well have 
Choſen the more fertile Plains of Medea, Perſia, aud 
Aria, as did his Brethren Doama, Naphis, and R. 
d. But he foreſaw by his Skill in Aſtrology, tra: 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Regions would be Ido“ 
ters: And ſo it came to puſs; for they Mere 
the Number of thoſe who ador'd the Fire. for 
the ſame Reaſon he choſe no: for his Seat Armerio 
though that Country be rencv,n'd for the Reſting oi 
Noab's Ark on Meant Gen is, and the famous Ci 
iy Thermarine, or the Woric of Eighty, being the 
lirſt City built after the Deluge by the Eighty, who 
eſcaped in the Art. But Caydar knew that the 
People of that Province ſhould worſhip the Son, 
and it was verify'd in the Poſterity of his Bre. 
thren Nabſam and Maſna. Theretore he cle 
Mecca, though a barren Country, becauſe he knew i: 
was the Seat predeſtin'd to the Ele& Lineage, tie 
Generation of juſt Men and Prophets, from wc: 
was to ſpring the Light of the World, Mabosel, 
ho in Paradiſe is calld A Batra/im, and in Heaven 
Achmet. g 

Caydar was the only Son of Iſnael who tool 
part with his Father, and follow'd his Example. 
worſhiping One Gon, Creator of the Worlds, as he 
had learn'd by Tradition from Alrabim the Beloved 
of the Eternal: Whereas Navejeth, Abbacl, 1 

ar 
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1 JF 
nd the reſt of the Twelve either ador'd the Sun, 
ſoon and Stars, or the Elements, except ) Lan 
i ho paid divine Honours to the 'I'ree B: ener; and 
Hada and aha, who ſacrificed Beaſts to the Idols 
Hobinun and Ace. 

A has our Hiforians have been thus particularly 
exact in recording the Affairs of the 'I'weive Sons of 
Wael ; 0 they have ſheived themſelves no leſs pre- 
Tit in rel lating the 'I'ranſa&ions of the twelve Tribe: 
which deſcended from them, even down to the pre- 
{ent Age. 
| co not it 
whereof thou 


+» 
a! 
* 
1 


ſiſt on this to teach thee ſomething 
art ignorant; but to put thee in Mind 
of tne Benefit and Advantage, belides the vaſt De- 
aht which accrues to a Nation by thus preſerving 
te Memoirs of their Anceſtors; in which my Coun- 
men have exceeded the Fidelity and Care of all 
Cid People. 
Had it not been for the Induſtry of Arabian Wri- 
te) ;, the Hiſtory of the whole Saracen Empire, the 
Succeſſion of the Caliphs, with their Wars and Con- 
queſts „would have been either quite Joſt this Age, 
or at leaſt much deprav'd and falſify'd by the Ma- 
ce of Chriſtian and Perſian Authors, both equally 
remies to the Truth; by which it is evident, that 
every Nation Ongar to regiſter their own Tranſac- 
dions. 
Wat therefore I chiefly aim at is, that the glo- 
:ious O/mans, who have by their Valour enter'd into 
the Polleſſions and Territories of many ancient Na- 
cons, might alſo be acquainted with the Hiſtories of 
thoſe Poop! e whoſe Lands they enjoy: But above all 
i with, that after they have found a Way to ſo much 
Vcalth and Honour, they would not loſe themlel vec, 
11 their own Original. 
ſpeak of the — properly ſo call'd; the 
derdauts of the Scythiars, who by ſome were 
. eem'd the moſt ar heme Nation on Earth; a Peo- 
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ple ſorm'd by Nature for the Empire of the World; 


were never conquer'd themſelves, yet ſpread their 
Victories over all 4fa. They routed Zopyrio, a Ge. 
reral of Alexander the Great: And drove back a huf. 
ting King of Egypt with Shame and Loſs to his ow 
Country: In fine they were a People naturally juſt, 
cemperate, hardy, and endued with all the excellent 
Qualities which the Philoſophy of the Greets and Re. 
mans could never inſpire in their Subjects, though 
they aimed at it. 

Theſe were the People, O Oracle of Belicwers from 
whom the preſent Turks deſcend. And is it not x 
Shame, that they can give no other Account of their 
Anceſtors, but what they borrow from the Chri//tan; 
who in the mean Time reproach the Mila 
with Ignorance and Barbariſm ? 

"Tis for this Reaſon I renew the ſame Requeſt to 
thee, which I often made to thy Predeceſſor, that 
Jearning may be encourog'd : Let all the ancient Re- 
cords and Hiſtories of the Greezs and Reman: be ſought 
out and tranſlated, by Men ſkilful in Languages, into 
the familiar Speech of the Ottomans : Some, I know, 
are already common among the Grandees, as Herodo- 
tus, Plutarch and others; but let not any credib!e 
Writer be wantirg. 

In doing this, thou wilt put a Check to the Scofts 
of Infidels, augment the Honour and Intereſt of the 
AMufſulmans, and leave an immortal Name behind 
thee on Earth; whieh will make thy Joys in Paradice 
more ſweet to an Infinity of Ages. 


Paris, 29th of the zd Moon, 
of the Year, 1657. 


LET- 
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DEL IER AT 
To the Kaimacham. 


LL Europe, except the French and Swedes, hangs 

down her Head for the Death of the German 
Emperor. He went to the Immortals on the 2d Day 
of this Moon, after a long Fit of Sickneſs, and forty- 
nine Years Life on Farth. 

Nathan Ben Saddi, Agent of the Porte at Vienna, 
in««ms me, that on the fame Day, whereon the Em- 
peror died, the Imperial Palace took Fire on a ſudden, 
and with ſuch Impetuoſity, that a great Part of it 
was preſently conſum'd, and the King of Hungary 
and Bohemia, the Emperor's Son, narrowly eicap'd 
with his Life. This is eſteem'd a bad Omer to the 
Empire; and without being ſuperſtitious, I can aſtur: 
thee, that Germany is in a very bad Condition at this 
JunQure. The Electors are ſo divided on the Score or 
Religion, and their ſecular Intereſt and Alliances, that 
in all Probabilty, they will not with Eaſe decide the 
Succeſſion. 

The Duke of Brandenburgh having united him elf 
to the Sauedes, will not conſent to the inſtall ng Les- 
pold Ignatius Joſephus, the Emperor's Son, becau'e 
that Prince ſupports the Cauſe of the Polis and Danes. 
The Palatine of Heydelberg and Duke of Bavaria, 
are at odds about their private Pretenſions. The 
Duke of Saxony would fain be Emperor himſelf, 
or have one at leaſt of the Lutheran Religion: 
And the reſt are ſo incens'd againſt the Houſe cf 
Auſtria, that it is thought, none but the Eceleſiaſ- 
tick Princes will vote for the King of Hungary and 
Pohemia, So that there being no King of the Ro- 
mans to claim the Succeſſion by the Laws of the Em- 
pire, the Throne is like to be vacant yet a while. 


I 4 Car- 
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Cardinal Myzarini, who watches all ee 
tie i aygrandize his Maſter, has diſpatched aw: 
deere Couriers into Germany, to negotiate Priva tely 
ith the Electors, and concert thuſe Meaſures which 
be moſt for the Intereſt of France. And, I tel! 
-hHe2, this Miniſter has no ſmall Influence on the Ele- 
or Color, and Prince Palatine of the Rhzze: Be. 
Ace „ thou wilt ſay. he goes the right Way to Work, 
when thou ſhalt know that he makes uſe of the „ 
Gold to compaſs his Deſigns 

No ſcone: 10 the News of tha Emperor” 8 Next th 
arrive at this Court, but it wis obiery d the Ca 
121 took up a huncred thouſand Poles of the pu! 
lick Zanguirrs in this City: And every Body g 1800 
bow two uld be diſpoſed. 

Ihe Portugueſe A mba ſſador at this Court has 
cod extraordinary Lire li ert to be play'd on the 
River Sciue betore the Palace of the King, in Honour 
ol his Maiter's Coronation, the young King of Por 
rug, But the Spaniards are preparing more deftru- 
Eye Fire Works on the Frontiers of that Kingdor 
beirg rcady to enter it with an Army ot oy xteen the 
fand Men to recover the Portuguc/e Cron 


In ſending thee thefe Intelligences, rica Miniſter, 
1 
* 


<0 
* 


am not concern'd for the Iafdels. Who dies or 
ho lives, who riſes or who falls, is all one to Ra“. 
wt, provided the Grard deignior's Health, Lite, Wy: 
ilappinefs be avgmented ; And this I ſpeals as an & 
rabion and true Believer. 


* 


Paris, zo of the 41h Moen, 
ef the Year 1657, 
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20 Raba Mahomet, Genera! fe Otto- 
man Forces, az his Camp near Adxla- 
nople. 


1 E ſacred Empire of true Believers is beſet at 
this Time with Infdeis, Rebels, and Here - 
ticks, Here are many Rumours ſpread abroad con- 
cerning the Perſians, and the Intere;t they have in 
we Baſſe and Citizens of Baby/ou. They talk a to, 
that ſome Malecontents deſign Things which ongit 
dot to be nam'd. 

God has given me two Ears, and I hear the'2 
Diicourſes with both, but 1 entertain the. : W. 
me unclangeable Judgment, that they are cut 
the Waiſpers of Fame, which has a thouſand dou- 
tie Tongues, If it be true, that the four C-zan/rs 
no were diſpatch'd to Badzlkn from the Grand 
"e:7u79r to confirm the Inhabitants of that City in 
their Allegiance, and aſſure them of fſpevuy Suc. 
"ours, were murther'd by the diſloyal Citizens; I 
aoudt not but 'tis as true, that the Plagne has con- 
Im'd the greateſt Part of the Red-heacs in their 
warp at Aranſacat. What tho) theſe Be, 
Aungtels cry, Long live the King of Periia! 'Ihe.reil 
of the Empire, with true Zeal and Devotion, pray 
or the Health and Proſperity of the Grand Ceigntiors 
What though the Sau has ſworn by Gop and his 
Throne, by the Heavens and the Earth, that he wi! 
go againſt the Yenetians in Perſon ! The Mufti can 
eaſily abſolve him in Caſe of {ſupreme Neceſſity, 
waence his Preſence is requiſite againſt the more ac- 
Curſed Ky/ilhaſehi. 

"Tis probable the Oſnan Monarchy may be much 
tmbarraſc'd by domeſtick Troubles and foreign 


=—_ 


15 * Wars : 
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Wars; yet he that founded it, and is the Conſerva. 
tor of Ages, will out of theſe very Diſtempers aud 
Evils, produce a good Conſtitution of Health in the 
State, and a firmer Eſtabliſhment againſt all Ere. 
mies. 

In the mean while, the Yenetians are very buſy 
in their Levies at Home, and in making Intere{:: 
Abroad. Courtiers are perpetually poſting up and 
down Chriſtendom, to and from that City. They 
would willingly have all the Buſineſs of Europe ſuper- 
ſeded for their Sakes. Every where 'tis whiſper'd 
there's ſome grand Deſign on foot againſt the 7u-;, 
but no Body knows what. And I tell thee, Fance, 
Spain, Germany, Poland, Sweden, and the reit of 
the Nazarene Kingdoms are too much entangied a. 
mong themſelves to have any Thoughts of meddling 
with remote Affairs. 

The Poles would have had the German Empe- 
ror taken that Crown in Vaſſalage, on Condition 
of protecting it from the Swedes. But whilſt the 
Kmperor was alive, he weigh'd the Difficulties, and 
refus'd ſo chargeable an Offer. Now he is lately 
_ and the Empire is hardly capable to defend 
Idtelt. 

Differences are newly riſen between the Duke of 
Bavaria and the Elector Palatine of Heydellerg: 
each claiming a Right to be Vicar of the Empire du- 
ring the Vacancy; and they are preparing on both 
Sides to diſpute the Matter with the Sword; whilſt 
the King of Sweden ſmiles ſecretly at their Inteſtine 
Quarrels, reſolving to be reveng'd on Germany, for 
the Aſſiſtance they have given to Cafimir King of 
Poland. 

At the ſame time, the Danes are arming and 
equipping by Sea and Land, to demand Juſtice of the 
Savedes, Whilſt the cunning Muſcowite ſtands aloft, 
amuſing all Parties with ſpecious Pretexts, but de- 
ſigning only to play his own Game, and ow 

at 
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that Quarrel whicn will bring him moſt Booty, 
Prince Ragotſii promi es fair to the Seweder, but 's 
thought, will prove falſe in the End. The Coun- 
ſels of theſe Uncircumciſed, are full of Treachery. 
They are infatuated, blinded, and know not what 
they do. 

The Caſe is as bad in Spain, where the Ring is 
making vaſt Preparations to enter Portugal, anc 
claim that Crown, hoping to make Advantage of 
their domeſtick Factions tince the Death of Don Ju 
de Braganza, the late Po, tut ust Ring: Not r 
dering "that the French are like to find him Wor! 
eno. gh in Italy, Flanders, and Cataloma ; bites 
the continual Damages he receives by Sea from the 
En21:45, and the Loſſes he ſuſtains in America. | tell 
thee ina Word, all Exarope is at this Time in ſuch a 
H-irly-Burly, that thev have no Leiſure to atter.d ovr 
Motions zn the Eaft; every Kingdom and Stats he— 
ing wholly baiv'd in their own Aﬀairs, and - ere 
can re:y on nora ꝗg bat her own Strength. Go on 
then, brave General of the Army, deſtin'd ro ch5 itt e 
thei? Infidels, and let nothing 1 thee fre n 

urivi gene d ims o Honcur and Peligion. Lett 
Proud Frank, know that there is a Sword Crown in 
the Fajt, which will never be put vp, till it has not 
or ne Exterior Members, but even rift up 
tue Vrwels of the Weitern Enpire. 
| in bitants of way are in a great Confer. 
EReaſon ot a freſh Eruption ot Fre from 
unt 4 tna, or Mount Gibel, whercby the City 
„ and avjncent Parts, ate much in Dang 
Alhes are catter'd all over the Ifland. Tl. 
gain has at i imes flamed forth in an extraordi- 

M. nner for immemorable Ages; ard in all 
Jab v, Will continue to do fo 'till the Day of 
tugm- t. 

The. is lil tn be a new Qu rre. between Farce 
ad Ho. and, the latter complainin,, that they have 


1 6 had 
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had above Three hundred Merchant Ships taken from 
them by the French within theſe ſeven Years. Upon 
winch they have ſtop'd two Veſſels belonging to this 
Kingdom, and Miſunderſtandings encreaſe apace be- 
tween them. 

In the mean time, the German Court is preparing 
to chooſe a new Emperor. His Son is the Perſon de- 
lign'd for this Dignity, if the Electors do not oppoſe 
it. His Name is > Loopoldus Ignatius Foſephus, King 
of Hungary and Bohemia. He lies ſick of a dangye- 
rous Diſeaſe, not leſs loathſome than the Plague. 

And now J have mention'd this Scourge of Goy, 
it will not be amiſs to inform thee, that in Roms 
and Naples, where it has rag'd theſe eleven Moons. 
and has deſtroy'd a Hundred and eighty thouſand 
People, *tis not now to be heard of; Commerce 1s 
reſts ed; Publick Courts fit; Ambaſſadors have Au- 
dience; and all Ihings run in their avorted Channel. 
A et in Gencua they feel it ſtill. 

The Souls of theſe nels are inſected with an in- 
fernal Peſtilence, and thereſore Gop rains Curſes on 
them, whilit the Elect of all Nations are preſerv'd 
trom all Evil, being mark'd in the Forehead by the 

Angel of Health, 


Faris; I 555 oj the oth Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 
— 


LETTER AV, 
Cara Hali, Phy/icion to the Grand 


-, s 


| ha Þ \ rl 1 Coliph Ds, W hi ry a little pena me. 
1.4% Faitu is Ot oint d, Thou knoweſt we Maul- 
211 cler, that Au Pecte was the true Suceeſi . 
© 
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of the Prophet: Yet when 1 conſider, that he at- 
tzin'd the Sovereignty by Surprize, without the Con- 
ſent of the Muſulmans, I know not what to think of 

After the Death of the Meſſenger of Gop, the In- 
habitants of Mecca and Medina rais'd a Sedition, and 
took up Arms, each challenging the Right of Elec- 
tion to themſelves. When to prevent the ill Con- 
ſequences of this Tumult, Abu Becre and Omar Im- 
mediately came to them; and to end the Controver- 
, Omar ſtretching forth his Hand to Alu Becre, ſa- 
!utcd him Caliph, and lifting up his Hand to Heaven, 
{wore Allegiance to him: Which Example ſuddenly 
prevail'd on others, and ſo the Tumult was appeas'd. 
Vet Omar himſelf ſeem'd to repent of what he had 
done: For a while after he was heard to ſay, Mu- 
Aly, the Inauguration of Abu Becre vos @ raſh un- 
adviſed Thing ; Gop avert the Evil au ich may re- 
ſult from it. But let it be a Law, That if any one 
hereafter all preſume io do as I have done, and ſawear 
Fealty to another, without the ¶ ent of the Muſſulmans, 
be ſhall be put to Death. | 

But that which is of greateſt Moment with me, 
is, that Ali En Abi Thaleb the Son- in- Law of the 
Prophet, was not preſent at this Election, who had 
as much Right to the Caliphate, as any of them, if 
not more; at leaſt he had a Right to vote. And 
when he firſt heard the News, he proteſled againſt 


what they had done as null and invalid, in regard, 


they had not conſulted him. Certainly Ali Eu, Abi 
Jaleb was a matchleſs Hero, performing Miracles 
of Valour in defence of the Prophet. When he be- 
ace'd Chaibar, a City of the Fewvs, he took the 
Gates of the City from off their Hinges, and us'd 
them as his Shield. When he brandiſh'd his glit- 
tering Sword, he made his Enemies tremble. 1 
will ſay no more in his Praiſe, leſt thou ſhould'fſt 
conclude, I have lifted myſelf in the Number of tue 
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il Bai. What I write, is only by way of 
Scrutiny, being diflatisfy'd about theſe Things. 

So when Abu Becre lay on his Death-Bed, he 
call'd for Othman Eb'n Aphan, the Scribe, and bid 
him write as follows: * In the Name of Gon, 
* Gracious and Merciful ; this is the Te/tinmny of 
«© Abdillah Eb'n Abu Kohopha, when he was arriv'd 
to the laſt Hour of this World, and the firſt of 
* the World to come.” Then he fell into a Trance, 
while O:h12n proceeded, and wrote the Name of 
Omar Eb' ng) I Chattab. Then Abu Becre awak'd and 
aſking Othman whom he had nam'd for his Succeſſor ; 
He reply'd, Omar ; thou haſt done well, ſaid he, 
and according to my Mind. Jet if thou bad'ſt nam. 
ed thyſelf, afſuredly thiu art worthy the Honcur, 
Thus Omar ſucceeded in the Caliphate, by the pri- 
vate Order of Abu Becre, without aſking the Con- 
ſent of the Muſſulmans. It looks like a Contrivance 
or Bargain between thoſe two at firſt. When Omar 
ſwore Fealty to Abu Becre, one would ſuſpect he 
made him promiſe to bequeath the Caliphate to him, 
Be it how it will, thou ſeeſt Omar accepted the Go- 
vernment on Conditions which he himſelf had made 
Unlawful, when he prohibited any Succeſſion, that 
fhould be made without the Conſent of the Maul. 
mans. He was the firſt that was called Amiro'/nmu- 
menin, or, Commander of the Faith fal. 

It is reported that when Omar was near his Death, 
thoſe that ſtood about him deſir'd him to name his 
+ Sacceſfor ; they themſelves recommeded Ai EO 
Abi Taleb, becauſe of his Relation to the Prophet. 
But he rejected him, and committed the Election of 
his Succeſſor to Othman, Ali, Telba, Axobia, Alu 
Obeid and Saad Eb'n Abi Waltha. Abu Obeid there- 
fore coming to Ali Eb'n Abi Taleb, ſaid thus to 


him, Art thou be to whom I may fewear Fidelity, 


that thou wilt a according to the Book of God, and 


the Laws of his Prophet, and the Conſtitution of the 
| Tos 
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% Sentors ? Ali anſwered, I will ever af accord- 
ing to the Book of Go, and the Law of his Prophet; 
but as to the Conſtitutions of the two Seniors, I will 
follow my own Counſel. Then Abu Obeid going to 
Othman, ſaid the fame Words: And Othman promi- 
ſed to perform all that they required. So they choſe 
Othman to ſucceed Omar in the Caliphate. He was 
accuſed of too great Partiality to thoſe of his Blood ; 
for he recalled Hacem Ebno'l As Eb'n Omaih, whom 
the Prophet had baniſn'd. He gave him alſo a Hun- 
dred thouſand A/pers, and to Abde/la Eb'n Chaled, 
he gave Forty thouſand. They taxed him alſo with 
Pride, in that he ſat on the 2 Seat of the Pro- 
phetick Throne, where none but the holy Prophet 
himſelf had ever ſate: For Abu Becre in Reverence 
to the Meſſenger of God fat one Step below it, and 
Omar two. So that the Arabians being incens'd at 
Ou man's Arrogance, and other Vices, took up Arms, 
and kill'd him. Then ſucceeded Ali. 

I rehearſe this Hiſtory to thee, that thou may'ſt 
know the particular Grounds of my Diſſatisfaction, 
and give me thy Opinion in this Matter. For, if 
Abu | 46 Omar and Othman were unlawfully lifted 
to the Caliphate, it foilows, that they were U/arpers, 
and Hali the only true Succeſſor of the Prophet. 
And, if this be granted, then we have no Reaſon to 
curſe the Perſiaus, who are the Followers of Hali. 
Gop knows which is in the Right, We or They. 
We are all the Diſciples of the Prophet, and believe 
in the Unity of the Divine Eſſence. Gop bleſs Ma- 
homet our Law-giver, with all thoſe of his Houſe, 
Gop bleſs Mabomet our glorious Sultan: In fine, 
Gop bleſs thee and me. 


Paris, 15th of the 5th Moon 
ov tle Your Gen 


LET. 
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LET ITER XII. 
To Cara Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


Y the Notices which I receive from Conſtanti 
nople, it appears that the Ground of all the 
pablick Diſcontents in that City, is the Venetian, 
Conqueſt and Poſſeſſion of Tenedos As if the People 
thought that Iſland would prove as fatal now to the 
Muſulmans, as it was formerly to old Troy, when 
the Grecians under the Conduct of Aramemnon pitch d 
their firſt Camp there, to recover Helena the faire: 
Woman of Greece, whom P- 7s the Prince of 7, 
had raviſh'd from her Huſband's Embraces. 

That Rape was fatal to the Trans ? For, after 
ten Years War, their City was taken by Stratagem, 
and burnt to Aſhes: Their Princes and Nobles cithe- 
all flain, or carried away Captives by the viQor!o!: 
Greeks, Only Axeas ſav'd his Father alive, car- 
rying him pn his Back out of the Flames, and wit! 
ſome other Commanders eicap'd to yea in ſuch Vette, 
as they found ready. The Hiſtory of all his Adve: 
tures is too tedious for a Letter, Suffi e it to ſay, that 
after many Voyages from one Region to another, *! 
laſt he landed in ah, where he and his Compary 
ſettled. And from them the FYenetians, with other 
People of Europe, derive their Original. 

Tis this makes the preſent i'offehion of Ter: 
dos appear as an ill Omer, in the Eyes of the Su- 
perſtitious : As if thoſe Relicks of ancient Troy were 
now come to recover the Habitations of their Fa- 
ther, and drive both Greets and Muſſulmans, out 0: 
the Empire. 


But the'e are only Chimzra's and Dreams; for 


when a Nation is once diſplanted from the Natire 
Seat, they ſeldom or never take Root there again. 
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Belides, who knows whether the Yenetians deſcend 
Tom Troy, or no? "I's true, indeed, if Hiftorian: 
peak T ruth, that Areas ſail'd into Jtaly, two 
Years after the Burning of Troy: "Tis probable al- 
o, that he built Lawininm g as Padua is aſerib'd to 
tenor one of his Captains. But where's the Con- 
" q Juence, that the YVenetians ſnould therciore be the 
t-ſpring of theſe Heroick Fugitives ? They way as 
well jay, the French are the Poſderity of the Moors, 
becauſe thoſe Africans once ſeated themſelves in 
"ain, For juſt fo independent are the States of Ita- 
one of another, and their Inhabitants of as 
different Genc alogies, as are the two potent King- 
dome, wich the People that dwell in them. 

And row the 7rejan War is in my Mind, I can 
not but ſmile at the egregious Folly of Ham, the 
Son of Telamon. This wes a grcat Commander in 
the Greeinn Army, a huge, braw ny, Giant-like Fel. 
low that had perform d Proc digie of Strength and 
„alour in combating with the Taunus, and! t at laſt 
ici! upon his own Sword and kilPd himſelf, Uecaule 
he could not have-his Will o. Ul ſes 3 ; ard all about 

n old ruſty Bucklicr, taken from the Enemy, which 
. * claim'd as his Right, in Reward of his merito- 
rious Services, and of the many Scars he bed re- 
elbe 4. But 7 %s over-rul'd the Counſel of War, 
that was PS 'd on 1 Purpoſe to decide this Guerre), ard 
got the Shield hHimielf. For being a cunning 
plauſidle Fellow, he pleaded, that tho! the Cov- 
age and brave Actions of. 4jax deſerv'd all due 
loncur and Acknowledgment ; yet the Surprize 
ey, and ending of the War, was only owing 
5 70 Wit and Contrivance, who deluded the 
en With a Wooden Horſe, in the belly of 
which lay a Detachment of armed Men; and theſe, 
fr the Horſe was admitted into that City, came 
let Of their Neſt in the Dead of the Night, _ 
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ſet Fire to the Horſe, opening the Gates alſo to the 
Gretian Army. 

If the Yenetians could invent ſome ſuch Strata. 
gem, perhaps there would be danger of their tak 
ing Conſtantinople, but *till then, illuſtrious Baya, 
there's no Reaſon to fear theſe Infidels. Belides it 
will be very eaſy to diſpoſſeſs them of that omi. 
nous Iſland, and fo diſſipate the Charm which has be- 
witch'd the ſeditious Rabble. But 1 would counſel, 
that it be attempted in 'T'ime, before the Yeretian; 
are got into the Helliſpont with their Navy: For 
there's no Succeſs againſt theſe Iafidels by Sea. 
That Element, it ſeems, is the Wife of the Duke of 
Venice; being eſpouſed with a Ring and other {- 
lemn Ceremonies, on a certain Feſtival of the Na- 
Karenes. 

One would think alſo, that the Eng/;/ had made 
ſucceſsful Love to the Sea; for their Navies are al- 
ways proſperous. We have freſh News come 1n of 
an Encounter between them and the Span; I . 
India Flect, near the Hand of Teneriff, wherein 
there were Seventeen of the Spani/> Ships ſunk and 
burnt, and among them were five great Galleons, 
They took from them an immenſe Treaſure of 
Gold and Silver, with other coſtly Merchandiſe. 

The French Court rejoices mightily at this Ex- 
pn not in any real Love to the Exgliſb, but in 

atred of the Spaniards, For between theſe two 
Nations there ſeems to be an irreconcileable Anti- 


pathy. Beſides, the French have Reaſons of State 


for their Joy, being in League with the £Eng// 
Commonwealth. 

That which renders this Victory the more rc- 
markable, is, that it was obtain'd in a Spar; Har- 
bour, the Porte of Santa Cruz in Teneriff. Every 
one extols the Engliſh Commander for a very brave 
Perſon, his Name is Blake. I am the more par- 


ticular in this Relation, becauſe thou art expert in 
Marint 
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Marine Aﬀairs, having had the Command of the 
invincible Ottoman Armads. 

There is a Poſt newly come in from Germany, who 
informs us, that the King of Sweden and Prince Ra- 
cot/{;, have taken the ſtrong Fort of Brzeki Litenſkt 
rom the King of Poland. 

The Portugueſe Ambaſſador at this Court preſſes 
the King with much Earneſtneſs to ſend Aids to his 
Maſter, in regard the Spaniards are actually enter'd 
into Portugal, and have taken Oli venxa, a City of 
that Kingdom. 

formerly acquainted the Miniſters of the Divan. 
that the King of Spain had cauſed all the People of 
his Kingdom to be number'd: Now I tell thee far- 
ther, That in order to carry on the War effectually 
azainſt Portugal, this Monarch has commanded the 
fifth Man in every Family to take up Arms, and 
follow the Campaign. At which Rate, they fay he 
will have an Hundred thouſand Men in the Field. 

In the mean time, all the Diſcourſe here at pre- 
ſent is, concerning the Siege of Mentmeli, a very 
ſtrong Place in Flanders. It was inveſted by the 
French Army on the 11th of this Moon, under the 
Command of the Mareſchal 4e Ja Ferte Seneterre. 

France has fent a great many brave Generals into 
the Field this Summer; and I perceive, the Ba//a's 
of the Ottoman Empire are not like to tarry at Home. 
God inſpire thee, and thy Equals, with a Reſo'ution 
which knows no Medium between Victory and a glo- 


0. 


rious Death. L 


Paris, 26th of the 61h Moon, 
of the Year 1657, 


LE T- 


188 LETTERS Vrit by Vol. v. 


R 
LEELTLIER: AY j 

5 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, 2 Jew at Vienna, 8 
{1 

H E Beginning of thy Letter ſurpri d me vi) a 
Wonder, when read that a Cars 11011 the | it 

Grand Seiguior, the Sovereign of $oyereigns. Lord of © 
Three Empires, and Five and wen ty RIgIOm:, 4 
would have the Diſhonour, not to find Admittu nce 6. 
Within the Walls of ienna: and that in a Time 2 
when the Germans have no Reaſon to provo! _ Lo- N 
reign ar, being taffictently embarraſs 'd with Do- . 
meitick Troubles. But when I read farther, and per. 7 
rip d. that no Amhu ſſador, not even of the CH. 5 
an ©: 7 ce, 1145 any more Privile 80 at this Junéture; a 
an! that it is an eſtabliſh'd Lew of the Empire, 0 
tus co reverence the Majzity of their deceaſed Scye- J 
reign, and conſult the Safety of the next Election; : 
I ceac'd to reſent this: any longer as an Indignity to Oar it 
great viatter, and only concluded it to be fome ! My- e 
flery of the Auſtrian State. I 
It is an Argument of profound Reſpe to the 12 O 
perial Ghoſt, that the Churches are all hung wi. te 
Mournring throughout the Hereditary Dominions, ans t 
that ro Muſick is permitted either in the Temples or . 


elſeu here; no Jollity or Mirth, till the Funeral Ob. 
quies are perform'd, and the Body of Cæſar is con: 
ngn'd to the Place of its everlaſting Repoſe. f 

"As.to the Quarrel between the Duke of Baar: l 
and Prince Poli: ue, about the Vireriate, there's _ 
much to be ſaid on t bot h Sides: And it ought to ©: : 


Thing indifferent to thee and me, w kick of theſe: 

Zets the V ictory. Vet for the Sake of Truth I v | 
tell thee i in mort what I have collected out oft. e 4 
 ournal of Carcoa, thy Predeceſſor, and out of 0 * 


ther Memoirs, as they came to my Hands, 


* 
* 
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[tappears then, that by the Coden Bull of Charles 
TV. Ihis Dignity was declar'd inherent in the Pa- 
/atinate Family, in the Right of their Poſſeſſion of that 
Principality 3 and that it has been ſo for many A- 
ges, even before there were any Electors eſtabliſh'd 
in the Empire. *T'ts upon this Ground the preſent 
Sector Palatine claims it. But on the other Side, 
it is manifeſt that when Maximilian, the Father 
of the preſent Duke of Bavaria, was inveſted with 
the Electoral Dignity, it was inſerted in the Inberi- 
4% Bull, That the Vicegerency of the Empire during 
an Interregnum, ſhall henceforth belong to that Fa- 
wily. Yet this Grant was again diſannull'd by the 
late Pacification at Munſter. And ſo the Buſineſs 
left in Diſpute between theſe two Families. He 
of Bavaria truſts to his Strength and Riches, being 
alſo back'd by the Eceleſiaſtick Princes; whilſt the 
other only conſides in the Juſtice of his Cauſe, the 
Night of unqueſtionable Inheritance. 

Leaving therefore theſe Grandees to proſecute their 
ſeveral Claims, I'll tell thee what makes the freſh- 
elt Noiſe in this City, is an Attempt which the 
Prince of Conde made lately on the Town of Calais, a 
S2a-Port of this Kingdom. He had received cer- 
tain Intelligence, that the Governor had ſent out 
the belt Part of the Garriſon to fortify Ardres, a 
Place not far from Calais, and ſuppoſed to be in great 
Danger; upon this News, the Prince march'd with 
«creat Expedition, deſigning to ſurprize Calais by 
ht. But he was ditcovered before he came near 
them ; and the Inhabitants taking up Arms, appear'd 
en the Walls and Ramparts to welcome him, ſo that 


he was torc'd to retire again with the Loſs of near a 


thouſand Men. 

Here are two Rien come out of England, that 
pretend to be Prophets, foretelling the Downfal of 
te Pope, Whom they call Antichriſt, a Bea, a Dra- 
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gon, and I know not how many other Titles. Ong 
of ther» is gone to Rome, to tell the holy Father to 
his Face what is like to befal him. The French Court 
looks upon them as Madmen ; and no body can eſtecm 
them better if they go to Rome, where they will in. 
fallibly fall into the Hands of the Inguiſition; which 
thou know'ſt is a Hell upon Earth. Thy Brother 
Adonai, felt the Smart of it, only ſor twojor three 
Words utter'd in Contempt of their Religion ; and 
though he was not condemned to Death, yet he ſuſfer d 
a tedious Impriſonment ; till at length, the Plague 
releas'd him both from that, and the Change of this 
mortal Life, 

Nathan, if he had died by the Stroke of the Execu- 
tioner, or by Fire, the common Death of thoſe who 
rail at the Roman Faith, I could not pronounce him a 
Martyr, unleſs it were to his own Folly and Raſhneſ; 
ſince he was not plac'd there to make Proſelytes, eic het 
to the Law of Moſes, or Mahomet : but to penetrate 
into the ſecret Tranſactions of the Folloabers of Jeſus. 

Thy Buſineſs is the ſame at Vienna: purſue that 
with Alacrity, and Gop ſhall protect thee from al 
Ad verſity. 


Paris, 9th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 


LETTER XVIII. 


To Melec Amet 


Welcome thy Return to the Earth again: For it 
appears by thy Letter, that thou halt been in the 
other World. *I'were to be wiſt'd thou would't 
favour the Living with a Journal of thy Travels and 
Obſervations among the Dead. Thoſe Regions of $1- 

| lence 


Wo 


a a8; m a. io at - Sod 


Vol. V. 4 Spy at PARIS. 191 


lence would afford Matter of Noiſe enough to Mor- 
tals, that art always greedy of Foreign News, Per- 
haps if thou wouldſt communicate the Remarks thou 
haſt made during that Ramble of thy Soul, we might 
find out ſome Method of Correſpondence between 
Our World ard that Inviſible State. We might 
contrive aWay to ſend Diſpatches to our Friends, and 
to receive their Anſwers again. Or at leaſt we might 
malte ſome uſeful Diſcoveries in that Empire of Sna- 
dows. 

But tell me ſeriouſly, doſt thou think it was 
any more than a Trance or Dreain that has happen'd 
to thee ? Such as frequently fall out in melancholy 
Conſtitutions ? I once inform'd Cara Hala the Phy- 
ſician of ſuch an Accident as this not far from 
Paris, It was of a Man that had lain five and 
thirty Hours as Dead, in all human Appearance, 
and ſo given over by the Phyſicians: Yet after that 
Period, he recover'd his Senſes again, and told 
{range Things to thoſe that were about him. Sure- 
ly theſe are but the Slumbers of the Soul ; and Death 
Itſelf is but a deeper Sleep, when it cauſes the Diſſo- 
lution of the Body. Doubtleſs, Men awake again in 
- tome other active State. For as a Flame of Fire is 
equally diſpoſed to embody itſelf in the Fat of Fleſh 
or Fiſh, in Oil, Wax, Sulphur, or any proper Ve- 
hicle; and as ſoon as it is extinguiſhed in one, will rea- 
dily tranſlate itſelf ſncceſſively to all the reſt, if they 
be within the Sphere of its Activity (as the Weſtern 
Philoſopher ſpeaks :) So is the Spirit or Flame of Life 
always in a Poſture of Tranſmigration. For avght we 
know, he that is a King this Hour, may be a Peacock 
the next, and within a few Days be ſerv'd up at 
his Succeſſor's Table, as a Royal Diſb. 

But not to inſiſt too much on thete Secrets, I will 
relate to thee a Paſſage, not unlike that thou haſt ex 
experienc'd. 


It 
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It is recorded in the Writings of an authentic! 
Pen, the Manuſcript of an ancient Arabian, Ile: 
4 Raſhid, Emperor of the Faithful, had many fe. 
mous Phyſicians about him; among the reſt, l. 
highly eſteem'd Sale“ Eb'n Nahali, an Indian, ti; 
recovering one of his near Kinſmen, out of ſuch ; 
Condition as I ſuppoſe thou haſt been in. Tha: 
Kinſman was very dear to the Emperor, who wi; 
litting at a Feaß, when News was brought him ty: 
he was dead. The Emperor extremely troubled 9 
hear this, burſt forth into Tears, and cauled the 
Table to be taken away. Then 7 cafer Ep'zn Taha, 
one of his Confidents, immediately deſued that C4 
the Indian Phyſician, might viſit the Corps of |: 
Dead Relation; who went accordingly, and havyir; 
felt his Pulſe, and conſider'd him well, heretarn'd:, 
the Emperor, and ſaid, ** Ceate to mourn, my Ler., 
« Commander of the Faithful : For if this Non |: 
% Dead, and I do not reſtore him to Life again, 
% may I be divorc'd from all my Wives for ever. 

He had ſcarce made an End of ſaying this, when 
a ſecond Diſpatch came to the Emperor from tho: 
who were about his Kinſman, aſſuring him, Ti 
he was really departed this Lie. 

Then A/” Raſbid began to Curſe the Jndiars, ar! 
their Ignorance. But Sale perſiſted in this Af 1 
crying out with ſome Vehemency, Be not inciceu: 
„ lous, O Emperor of the Faithful, nor ſiſtcc thy 
« Kinſman to be buried, till I have been with hin 
again: For aſſuredly he is not Dead, I will ſhew ye! 
« ſomething that is admirable,” A Raſhid paciiy' 
with theſe Words, took Sa along with him tone 
fit the ſuppoſed Dead Perſon. | 

As ſoon as they came into the Chamber, the“ 
dian took a Needle, and thruſt between the :\ 
and the Fleſh of his Left Thumb. Then the Entro oc 4 


fnatch'd up his Hand toward his Mouth, Aty 30! 
daleh cry'd out, Now, my Lord, comfort 
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felf ; for dead Men uſe not to be ſenſible of Pain, Af. 


ter this, he blew up a Powder into his Noſe ; upon 
which, in a few Minutes the Patient ſneez'd ; and 
ſitting upright in his Bed, ſpoke to 4/ Rajhid, 
kiſſing alſo his Hand. The Emperor aſking him, How 
he found himſelf : He replyed ; Benefattor of Man- 
kind, I Have been in the ſweeteſt Sleep that ever I re- 
member fell on me in my Life. Only I dream'd that a 
Deg came and bit me by my Left Thumb, the Pain of 
which avak'd me. With that he thewed him the 
Mark of the Needle and the Blood; adding, Surely 
it was no Dream, but a Truth, for 1 feel it yet. The 
Emperor was extremely pleas'd with his Indian Phy- 
/iciar, and did him great Honour. His K:in/man allo, 
whoſe Name was Ibrahim, lived many Years after this, 
and was made Governour of Egypt, where he dy'd, 
and was bury'd. 

The Eaſtern Phyſicians have been famous in all 
Ages, and are now much in Eſteem among the 
| Franks, who addict themſelves to ſtudy the Sciences: 
Here are ſome very learned Phyfcians in theſe Parts, 
| and not a few ignorant ones, who ſerve as Foils to 
jet off the Luſtre and Fame of the others. Every 
Province and City in France ſwarms with 'em; and 
they all find Imployment either to kill or cure. 
be Nazarenes live very intemperately, and fall 

into abundance of Diſeaſes, whereof the Ea, is 
| Wholly ignorant: Therefore 'tis neceſſary lor them 
do be well ſtock'd with Phyſicians Yet 'twas {atyri- 
| cally obſerved by a certain French Lord, that in a 
| Town not far from his Palace, the Inhabitants were 
all healthy long liv'd Men, till a certain Zpirick 
came and took up his Reſidence there; for then 

| they began to ſicken and die apace. But this may 
be an inviduous Remark. The Arabian Proverb sans, 
Man is a good Phyſician, but he that is born ſuch : 
Meaning that ſome are naturally diſpoſed and 
| fitted to this Science. Indeed I have known ad- 
| K mirable 


92828 = — — — — ee — 


194 LETTIERS Writ by Vol. V. 


mirable Cures perform'd by Men who never ſtudied 
in Academies, or could anſwer three Queſtions in 
Anatomy; nay, ſome Women have a Gift of thi; 
Nature, and are very fortunate in their Practices, 
But when all's done, the Beaſts are moſt happy, who 
are all their own Phyſicians by Inſtinct. 
Melec, I wiſh thee ſuch a State of Health as needs 
no Medicincs : But if it be thy Misfortune to fall 
into Parmenides his Indifpoſition, I counſel thee to 
make uſe of the Advice given him by a Philoſopher; 
who, when Parmenides complain'd of a Pain in his 
Stomach, and aſk'd his Advice, bid him uſe ſuch 
and ſuch Confections and EleQuaries. The other re- 
ply'd, He had made Tryal of them all, and many more, 
yet found no Eaſe. Then 1aid the Philoſopher, Tyr; 
Poet, for they generaVly have good Stomachs. 


Paris, 9th of the th Moon, 
of the Near 1657. 


LETTER: XR 
To the Kaimacham. 


Ouriers upon Couriers are come to this City 
with the joyful News that Moantmel: is ſurren- 
der'd to the French: For which the whole Body of 
the Parliament, and the City of Paris, the Chancel- 
lor of the Kingdom, with Cardinal Antonio Barberini, 
and all the Eccleſaſtichs, went to the Grand Meſch, 
or Temple, where Te Deum was ſung this Afternoon, 
with a pompous Solemnity. And now whilſt I am 
writing, there is ſuch a confus'd Noiſe of great Guns, 
Ringing of Bells, and Shouts of People, that one 
would think it were enough to wake the very Dead, 
and make them ſtart from their Graves, to enquire 
what's the Matter, 


The 
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The Truth of it is, this Place is counted one of 
the ſtrongeſt in Europe, and the Inhabitants were 
not inſenſible of it when they made their Conditions 
of Honour with the King. And therefore we need 
not wonder at the exceſſive Joy of the French. 

When the Keys were deliver'd to the King by the 
Deputies of the Town, one of them, in the Name of 
the reſt, made this following Addreſs. 

„Sire, We ſhould have had juſt Reaſon to com- 
plain of Fortune, and accuſe ourſelves of Cowar- 
dice, if we had ſurrender'd this impregnable For- 
e treſs to the Arms of a Prince leis glorious and 
„ puiſſant than your Majeſty : Since our very 
+ Walls are of ſufficient Strength to defend us, 
© without taking up Arms, againſt a Power Inferior 
* to yours. But in regard it is the Will of Heaven, 
that we muſt change our Maſter, we rejoice to 
fall into the Hands of ſo invincible and gene- 
« rous a Monarch; and we hope, Sire, that your 
'« Majeſty will ſhew us the more Favour, for hav- 
ing us'd our utmoſt Efforts to conſerve an invio- 
late Fidelity to the Catholic King, who but Ve- 
4 fterday was our Maſter. | 

This was ſpoken with io graceful an Action, and 
ſuch a becoming Frankneſs, that the King being 
mightily pleas'd with them, made them this Anſwer. 

Ves, I ſhall always remember that your Con- 
** ſtancy deſerves my Eſteem. And now conſidering 
vou as my Subjects, I will beſtow ſuch Privileges 
** on this City, as ſhall oblige you to manifeſt no 
'© leſs Courage and Zeal for my Service than you 
have done for the Catholick King. 

And to evidence, that he has equal Sentiments 
of Gratitude and eſteem for his Officers, by whoſe 
Courage and Conduct this important Place is come 
under his Obedience; the King has beſtowed the 
Government of it on the Lieutenant General of his 
{\rmies, who was preſent at the Siege, and was 
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mirable Cures perform'd by Men who never ſtudied 
in Academies, or could anſwer three Queſtions in 
Anatomy; nay, ſome Women have a Gift of this 
Nature, and are very fortunate in their Practices. 
But when all's done, the Beaſts are moſt happy, who 
are all their own Phyficians by Inſtinct. 

Melec, I wiſh thee ſuch a State of Health as needs 
no Medicines : But if it be thy Misfortune to fall 
into Parmenides his Indifpoſition, I counſel thee to 
make uſe of the Advice given him by a Philoſopher ; 
who, when Parmenides complain'd of a Pain in his 
Stomach, and aſk'd his Advice, bid him uſe ſuch 
and ſuch Confections and Electuaries. The other re- 
ply'd, He had made Tryal of them all, and many more, 
yet found no Eaſe. Then ſaid the Philoſopher, Turn 
Poet, for they genera'ly have good Stomachs. 


Paris, 9th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 
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LETTER XIX. 
To the Kaimacham. 


Ouriers upon Couriers are come to this City 

with the joyful News that Montmeli is ſurren- 

der'd to the French: For which the whole Body of 
the Parliament, and the City of Paris, the Chancel- 
lor of the Kingdom, with Cardinal Antonio Barberini, 
and all the Ecclefaſticks, went to the Grand Moſch, 
or Temple, where Te Deum was ſung this Afternoon, 


with a pompous Solemnity. And now whilſt I am 
writing, there is ſuch a conſus'd Noiſe of great Guns, 
. of Bells, and Shouts of People, that one 


would think it were enough to wake the very Dead, 
and make them ſtart from their Graves, to enquire 
what's the Matter. Th 
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The Truth of it is, this Place is counted one of 
the ſtrongeſt in Europe, and the Inhabitants were 
not inſenſible of it when they made their Conditions 
of Honour with the _ And therefore we need 
not wonder at the exceſſive Joy of the French. 

When the Keys were deliver'd to the King by the 
Deputies of the Town, one of them, in the Name of 
the reſt, made this following Addreſs. 

„Sire, We ſhould have had juſt Reaſon to com- 
5 _ of Fortune, and accuſe ourſelves of Cowar- 
dice, if we had ſurrender'd this impregnable For- 
* treſs to the Arms of a Prince lels glorious and 
«« puiſſant than your Majeſty : Since our very 
“Walls are of fufficient Strength to defend us, 
« without taking up Arms, againſt a Power Inferior 
* to yours. But in regard it is the Will of Heaven, 
that we muſt change our Maſter, we rejoice to 
“fall into the Hands of ſo invincible and gene- 
„ rous a Monarch; and we hope, Sire, that your 
«« Majeſty will ſhew us the more Favour, for hav- 
«« ing us'd our utmoſt Efforts to conſerve an invio- 
late Fidelity to the Catholic King, who but Ve- 
& fterday was our Maſter. 

This was ſpoken with ſo graceful an Action, and 
ſuch a becoming Frankneſs, that the King being 
mightily pleas'd with them, made them this Anſwer. 

* Yes, I ſhall always remember that your Con- 
« ſtancy deſerves my Eſteem. And now conſidering 
„ you as my Subjects, I will beſtow ſuch Privileges 
on this City, as ſhall oblige you to manifeſt no 
„ leſs Courage and Zeal for my Service than you 
„ have done for the Catholic King. 

And to evidence, that he has equal Sentiments 
of Gratitude and eſteem for his Officers, by whoſe 
Courage and Conduct this important Place is come 
under his Obedience; the King has beſtowed the 
Government of it on the Lieutenant General of his 
Armies, who was preſent at the Siege, and was 
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ſhot in ſeven Places of his Body. They call him the 
Marquis of Vandi. He has ſignaliz'd his Valour in 
ſixteen Sieges and Battles, being mark'd all over with 
Scars, the glorious Chara@eriſticks of an indefatiga- 
ble and fortunate Hero. 

It is fit the Divan ſhould be inform'd of all ſuch 
Paſſages ; not to inſtruct them what to do in the like 
Caſes , for they are perfectly wiſe) but that theſe Ex- 
amples may be regiſter'd as Spurs to Virtue and Mag- 
namity of Spirit. For it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the 
Emperor of True Believers will come ſhort of theſe 
Infidel Kings, in rewarding his faithful and undaunt- 
ed Slaves, 

Mareſchal de Ferte Seneterre has alſo had his ſhare 
in the Careſſes and Acknowledgments of the King and 
the whole Court. 

This Succeſs has given a great Damp to the Spa- 
niards, who begin to retire as faſt as they can from 
the Neighbourhood of the French Armies. On the 
other ſide, theſe are full of Vigour and briſk Reſe- 
lations, reſolving not to end the Campaign without 
{ome farther Attempts in Flanders. 

They creep by Degrees into the very Heart of 
that Province, which is ever like to be the Stage of 
War, ſo long as the King of Spain has one Town 
left in it. Tis a very rich Country, abounding in 
all the deſireable Productions of Nature. And the 
People are very induſtrious to learn and improve 
whatſoever is profitable in Art. All their Unhappi- 
neſs lies in this, That they are not able to protect 
themſelves, and ſubſiſt independent of one or other 
of the neighbouring Crowns. So that whenever 
thoſe Sovereigns fall out, theſe poor People are miſe- 
rably oppreſſed with Armies; and in this Caſe, their 
Friends many Times give them as much Trouble 
as their Enemies. Nay it is difficult to determine 
which are their Enemies, and which their Priends. 
For to whatſoever Maſter they are ſubject, he N 
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their Coffers of Money by Taxes and Contributions: 
beſides the intolerable Vexation of Quartering un- 
ruly Soldiers, who commit a Thouſand Inſolencies 
unpuniſhed. 

Poland is at this Time in as bad a Condition, be- 
tween the Armies of Sweden, Auſtria, Brandenburg h, 
Muſcovy, Tranſylvania,andthe Forcesof King Caſimir. 

The Son of the deceaſed Emperor has ſent a great 
Army to the Aid of that unfortunate Monarch, and 
*tis confirm'd on all Hands, that they have laid Siege 
to Cracow ; whilſt his Ambaſſador is negotiating with 
the Elector of Brandenburgh, to draw him off from 
the Sed; Intereſt. This is like to prove a War of 
long Continuance, if the P/ague do not make Peace, 
which rages in thoſe Parts, and deſtroys many 'Thou- 
ſands more than the Sword or Gun. The Muſcowites 
have combatted with this Diſtemper above theſe two 
Years, the Grand Duke being forced to fly with his 
Army, like Vagabonds, before this inexorable Con- 
gueror, Which gives no Quarter, 

In the mean Time, I hear ill News from Candia, 
where they ſay the Muſſulmant have, in a late At- 
tempt on that City, loſt above Four thouſand Men, 
withjThirty four Enſigns, and a conſiderable Trea- 
ſure. Theſe nfidels have alſo taken and deſtroyed, 
this Summer, above thirty Ships of Barbary, and as 
many more of Conſtantinople, Smyrna, Aleppo, Scan- 
deroon, &c. On board of one of which they ſeized 
the yearly Revenue which comes to the Grand Seig- 
nior from Scanderoen ; and out of another they have 
taken the Revenue of Rhodes, kill'd a Thouſand 
True Believers, took half that Number Captives, and 
releas'd Abundance of Chriſtian Slawes: Ina Word, 
they have taken out of the ſeveral Veſſels which fell 
into their Hands, an immenſe Treaſure of Silver, 
Gold, and precious Stones. 

Theſe continual Succeſſes of the Nazarenes, 
would tempt one to think, That this Har was 
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unjuſtly commenc'd by Sultan Ibrahim, and there. 
fore unhappily carried en by his glorious Succeſſor, 
S#/tan Mah:met. Pardon the Effect of Melancholy, 
benign Miniſter, if it be a Crime to think, that the 
Creator of all Things is angry with thoſe who vio- 
late their Solemn Word and Oath. Thou knoweſt 
the whole Story of this War, and the firſt Occaſions 
of it. I fay no more. 

They have a Proverb here in the Ne, That the 
Voice of the People, is the Voice of Gov. And tho“ 
I approve not the Practice of thoſe who make Uſe of 
this Popular Aphoriſ to foment Seditions in a State; 
yet I cannot but own, there's a great deal of Reaſon 
init, and it may be verify'd in the prelent Circum- 
ſtances of Conſtantinople. 

Thou obſerveſt that the Soldiers are mutinous, and 
unwilling to ſerve any longer in this unfortunate 
„War. Thou findeſt the Merchants, and in general 
all Sorts of People, diſcontented and factious. The 
Avenues to that Sanctuary of the World are block'd 
up by the Yenctians ; ſo that neither Corn, nor other 
neceſſary Proviſions can be brought in to ſupply the 
Wants of ſo many Hundred thouſands of People. In 
a Word, thou ſeeſt the publick Calamities have made 
them almoſt deſperate ; they care not what they do: 
Peace with the Chriſtians is the Word every where, 
or elſe each impertinent Mechanick will preſage Ruin 
to the Ottoman Empire. | 

May Gov inſpire thee and the other Miniſters of 
the Divan, in this Calenture of the State, to apply 
{uch Remedies as may prevent the Inconveniences of 
a domeſtick War, which is always more fatal to a Go- 
vernment than a Foreign Invaſion, | 


Paris, 17th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1057. 
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LETTER XX. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Jew at Vienna, 


OW thou giveſt me ſome ſolid Hopes of a 
Convert. Thy Letter has rais'd my Expecta- 
tion, fince *tis not pen'd in a Stile full of Scruples 
and inſignificant Doubts, which would be endleſs : 
Nor yet does it favour of Hypocriſy and Diſſimula- 
tion, as if thou intendeſt only to mock me and my 
Faith, and ſtil} continue thyſelf an Infidel. But it 
abounds with very fair Conceſſions, Articles of Rea- 
ſon and Honour on thy Side; only expectirg from 
me a trut god authentick Account of our holy 
Prophet's Life, and of the Miracles which ca n be 
roduc'd in Confirmation of his prophetick Office. 

hou would'ſt fain ſee if any Thing _—_— of 
this Kind to the Meſſenger of Gop, lel to the 
ſtupendous Wonders which recommended Mo/es your 
Law-giver to the World, as the undoubted Oracle of 
Heaven. | 

I proteſt there is no Fault to be found in this 
Demand; for it is but Reaſon, that he who al- 
ſumes the Character of a Prophet, ſhould be diſt in- 
guiſh'd from Inpoſfors by ſome evident Signs and 
Wonders: yet tis needleſs to make an exact Pa- 
rallel, becauſe the Occaſions of Mzo/e;'s Miracles 
were different from thoſe of Mahommed, the Seal 
of the Prophets. Your Lawgiver had a Commiſſion 
and Power given him to work Miracles when he 
Pleaſed : Whereas ours declar'd, that he was not 
ſent to work Miracles, but to preach the Unity of 
the divine Eſſence, the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
the Joys of Paradiſe, and the Torments of the 


Damn'd. 
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Yet leſt the unbelieving World ſhould doubt 
the Truth of his Miſſion, from his very Birth his 
Life was graced with many ſupernatural Favours, 
His Mother bore him without the leaſt Pain of Bo- 
dy or Mind: and as ſoon as he breath'd the Vital 
Air, he ſpoke with an audible Voice, faluting his 
Mother, and adding, I profeſs, there is only One 
Gop, and that J am his Apoſile. He was allo Cir- 
cumcis'd by Nature, coming into the World without his 
Prepuce. At the ſame Hour, the Devils were for- 
bid to aſcend above the Orb of the Moon; and four 
Voices were heard from the Four Corners of the Square 
Temple : The fr ft ſaying, Proclaim, the Truth is ri- 
jen, and all Lies ſhall turn into Hell. The Second 
uttering, Neaw is born an Apoſtle of your own Nation, 
2nd the Omnipotent is with him. The Words of the 
bird were, A Book full 4 illuſtrious Light is ſent 
you from GOD. And the Fourth Voice was heard to 
ſay, O Mahomet, ave have ſent thee to be @ Prophet, 
Apoſtle, and Guide to the World! | 

When he was' about four Years old, accompa- 
nying the Sons of his Nurſe into the Field, the 
blefled Child retir'd into a Cave at the Foot of the 
Mountain Lie to pray: When the Archangel Ga- 
briel appeared to him, and ſaid, Biſenillai rrahmani 
rrakimi, &c. In the Name of Gon, Compaſſionate 
and Merciful, O Child greatly beloved, I am ſent to 
diſplant from thy Heart, the Root of Evil; for thy 
Fjaculations made the Gates of Paradiſe to fly open. 
'{ he young rue One ſaid, The Will of thy Lord and 
mine be dine. Then the Angel open'd his Breaſt 
with a Razor of Adamant, and taking out his Heart, 
ſqueez'd from it the black Contagion, which was de- 
rived from Adam: And having put the Child's Heart 
in his Place again, he bleſe'd him, and retir'd to the 
Inwvifibles. | 

From that Time the young Favourite of Heaven 
grew up and proſper'd in all Things, having the 

Smiles 
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Smiles of Gop and Man. He was under the Tuition 
of his Uncle Abu Taleb, who diſcerning the Mark of 
an immenſe Soul in his young Nephew, was more ſol- 
licitous for his Welfare than if he had been his Son. 
His Fortune being low in the World, he had no other 
Way to provide for his illuſtrious Charge, than by 
placing him as a Factor to Chadijah, a Widow of the 
ſame Tribe with Mahomet, which was the Noble 
among the Arabians. Beſides ſhe was very beauti- 
ful and rich: And there wanted not Hopes, that in 
Time ſhe might become Mahomet's Wife. 

That which chiefly encourag'd them to this, was 
a Viſion of Chadijah, every where talk'd of in thoſe 
Paris. For ſhe had divulg'd it herſelf, long be- 
fore Mahomet became her Servant, or his Uncle had 
any Thoughts of thus diſpoſing of him. The Su: 
« ſeem'd to leave his Heaven and come down to 
her Houſe, from whence he diſpers'd his Beams 
« through Arabia, Egypt, Perſia, and in fine, 
through the whole Earth.” This Viſion had made 
a deep Impreſſion on the Mind. of CHadij ab, and ſhe 
could not reſt, till ſhe had told it to a certain Fa- 
mous Sage in thoſe Parts, who had great Skill in 
Aſtrology and other myſterious Sciences, and was cele- 
brated for the Integrity of his Manners. As ſoon 
as he heard the Contents of her Viſan, he ſaid, 
In the Name of Gop, O Widow, enter into thy 
Hail, and prepare thyſelf with the neceſſary Pu- 
« rifications: For thou ſhalt _m_ be married to 
*«« the greateſt Prophet in the World.“ And when 
ſhe aſk'd the 4rologer, What was the country, Tribe 
and Name of her next Huſband ; he told her, He avas 
an Arabian of Mecca, of the Tribe of the Corei's, and 
that his Name vas Mahomet. | 

As yet the prophetick Widow knew nothing of. 
the Nephew of Abu Jaleb. But thou may'ſt ima- 


gine the felt ſttange Paſſions, when his Uncle after- 
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wards recommended him to her Service; and ſhe 
knew that he was the Man in whom the 4/rologer's 
Character was verify'd, as to his Country, Tribe, 
and Name, For Mahomet was the Son of Abdalla, 
who deſcended from the Bani 41/chim, who were the 
nobleſt Family in the Tribe of the Corei's. Who 
can expreſs her Sentiments, when ſhe ſaw the beau. 
tiful Youth making his firſt Addreſſes to her as an 
humble Slave, whom ſhe believed Heaven had or- 
dain'd for the Partner of her Bed ! With what a 
Grace and becoming Modeſty did he receive the laſt 
Inſtructions and Farewel of his parting Uncle ! How- 
ever, ſhe conceal'd her Tranſports, and ſent her be- 
loved Slave with a Caravan into Syria, allowing 
him a noble Pen ſion. | 

In that Journey there happen'd ſomething very 
remarkable in Honour of the admirable young Man. 
For at a certain Place on the Road, as he waited on 
the Captain of the Caravan to a Synagogue of the 
Fews, no ſooner had Mahomet ſet his Foot o'er the 
"Threſhold of the Syzagogue, but all the Lamps there- 
in were looſen'd from their Chains, and fell down on 
the Floor. All thoſe of thy Nation that were pre- 
ſent, being aſtoniſhed at the portentous Accident, 
fell at the Feet of the Rabbies, defiring their Advice 
in this amazing Circumſtance. They having per- 
form'd the accuſtom'd Ceremonies and Expiations, 
anſwer'd, It is revealed in the Traditions of the 
Seniors, That at what Time ſoever an Arabian 
called Mahamet, ſhall be preſent at our Solemni- 
« ties, Gop ſhall remove the Candleſticks out of 
«© their Place. It is therefore moſt certain, that ſuch 
« a one is now among us; let him not eſcape our 
« Hands, leſt Reproach and Contempt come on . 
* rael.” But behold, whilſt they were buſy in 
fearching for the Cauſe of this Prodigy, two Angels 
convey'd Mahomet to Mecca, where he ſoon after 
married Cadij ab. 


It 
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It were eaſy to recount many more Miracles in the 
Life of the Prophet; ſuch as that of the Cloud over- 
ſhadowing him, the Eagle perching on his Head 
when he was afleep, the Trees and Stones proclaim- 
ing him the Apoſtle of Gor. And if we were to 
make Parallels, I think the ſtupendous Deſcent which 
the Moon made at the Prayer of the divine Meflenger, 
comes not far ſhort of that celebrated Diſorder on 
Mount Sinai, when your Law was deliver'd by Mo- 

es. 

If thou requireſt undoubted Teſtimonies for Truth 
of this Miracle on our Side, offer ſomething that is 
unqueſtionable on thy own, We both equally con- 
fide in the different Records of our Nations, which- 
were penn'd by Men as liable to Temptations and 

Errors of all Sorts, as Mou and I and all that believe 

what they write. Therefore, unleſs thou can'ſt ſtart 

ſome more infallible Authority to prove the eternal 

and univerſal Obligations of your Law, than ] can 
to the contrary, thou lieſt under a maniſeſt Diſadvan- 

tage; ſince I profeſs with our holy Prophet and all. 
the Mu/ulmans, that the Alcoran contains nothing 
repugnant to the Law of Moſes, but is only a more 
perfect and compleat Idea of the divine Will: And 
that as Moſes was the Law-giver of the Sons of 7/aac, s. 
ſo Mahomet was the Apoſtle of the Sons of 1/zzae/, . 
and the Seal of all the Ed. 

Uſe thy own Reaſon, and rather be of no Religion. 
than in the Number of thoſe to whom it ſhall be ſaid, 
at the laſt Day, Drink, ye worſhippers of Ozair, and 
be damm d forever. 


Paris, 10th of the gh Moan, © 
of the Tear 1657. 
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LETTER XXI. 
Ta Dichieu Huſſein, Baſſa. 


HERE has been a mighty Quarrel of late be- 
| tween the French and Spaniſh Ambaſſadars at 
the Hague, about Precedency. The Occaſion was this, 
one Evening the French Ambaſſador was riding in 
a Coach, ina Place where the Spani/h Ambaſſador met 
him in another Coach, and both ſtriving for the up- 
per Hand, they met with their Horſes Heads one 
againſt another, and fo ſtood ſtill. There was pre- 
ſently a Jumult of People gather'd about them: And 
the French being more reſpected, many Gentlemen 
came in to his Side with Swords and Piſtols; and all 
Things ſeem'd to portend a Combat. But the Magi- 
ftrates having Notice of this Diſturbance, ſent ſome of 
the Guards to keep the Peace and to defend the Ambaſ- 
ſadors from any Attempts of the Rabble. In the mean 
while, ſeveral Great Lords walk'dto and fro between 
the Ambaſladors, propoſing Expedients of Accomo- 
dation: But it being at the very Juncture when the 
French Ambaſſador had received the News of the 
Surrender of Meontmeli, he would not in the leaſt 
yield to any Terms. So that at the laſt the Spaniard 
was forced to drive out of the Way, thinking it a 
Matter of ſufficient Triumph, that he had ſtop'd the 
French Ambail:dor ſo long. 

There is a Poſt come in from Denmark, which 
brings News of the total Deſtruction of 1:zchow by 
Fire. This was a Town belonging to the Danes, and 
Vas fir'd by the King of Sweden's Order. The Danes 
are very unfortunate of late Vears; they make no Fi- 

ure in Europe, There is 3 Period ſet to the Gran- 
= of every Kingdom and State, and the Dares were 
once very victorious and formidable; but now their 
Monarchy declines apace, to make Way for the ri- 

fing Luſtre of the Swedes, 5 
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By Sea the Durkirkers make a great Noiſe: They 
have lately taken from the French twenty Merchant 
Veſſels, and from the E:g/;/ near half that Number. 
But if they have not better Fortune than their Neigh- f 
bours, the French will take their City from them e'er 
long. Every Campaign ma kes a fair Advance toward. 
it. I ſent an Account already to the Kaimacham of 
the Surrender of Montmeli, one of the moſt important 
Places in Chriſtendom. Now I acquaint thee, that 
S. Venant, which has not ſo great a Character, yet 
conſiderable enough, yielded upon Articles. This 
was done on the 28th of the laſt Moon. At this Rate 
the French Prieſts will have little elſe to do, but to 
ſing Te Deum for their repeated Succeſſes and Victories. 

From Portugal we hear, that Court, to ſecure them- 
ſelves the better againſt the Spaniards, have ſent toim- 
plore the Aſſiſtance of Morocco and Fez, which is 
much cenſur'd among the Nazarenes. Others ſay, 
they are only Meſſengers, gone to buy up all the 
Horſes they can get in that Country. 

In the mean while, the King of France is takin 
all the politick Meaſures he can, for the Empire of 
the Weft. His Ambaſſadors in Germany appear with. 
a magnificent Train of Three hundred Men, and 
they file their Maſter, His moſt Chriſtian Majefty, 
King of France and Navarre, Sovereign Prince in 
Germany and Italy ; which laſt is look'd upon as a 
fair Step to the Title of Emperor. | 

The Counſels of the German Court are not a little 
diſturb'd to hear that our invincible Forces are ap- 
proaching towards the Confines of Hungary. It will 
put ſome ſtop to the deſign'd Election. Beſides, they 
cannot agree among themſelves about a Succeſſor. 

The Queen Chriſtina of Sweden is come back again 
into this K:ngdem, being frighted out of Italy a ſecond 
Time, by the Return of the Plague. 


There 


: 

| 
5 
* 


— 


4 „%% K 1 ˙ At. 0. 


206 LETTERS Writ by Vol. v. 


There is a War commenc'd between the City of 
Munſter and the Biſhrp of that Place; fo that he has 
laid a formal Siege to it and preſſes them very cloſe. 

All this is of no ſuch Importance as the News that 
J receive from Conſtantinople, which aſſures me, that 
the Muſſulmans have retaken the Iſles of Tenedos and 
Lemnos, tho' with ſome Loſs of Men. 

I wiſh they could as eaſily drive the Yenetians out 
of the Archipelago, and then the Imperial City would 
r longer Reaſon to complain for Want of 
Brea 


Paris, 10th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 


—_ — 


LETTER XXII. 
70 Dgnet Oglou. 


' Know not what's the Matter, but moſt of my 
Friends are of late grown ſtrange to me. They 
write but ſeldom, and then their Letters are full of 
Reſerves, as if they ſuſpected my Integrity: Or, 
becauſe that I am commanded to inform the D;- 
an of all criminal Practiſes, therefore they ate 
afraid to communicate their Sentiments with the 
fame Freedom as formerly; tho' on Themes no ways 
belonging to the State, but purely ſpeculative, and 
the common Diſcourſe of all ſenſible Men. Are 
you become more moroſe and rigid at Conflantinople 
than you were twenty Years ago? In thoſe Days, 
I remember it was common in the publick Cofee- 
Hans for Muſſulmans, Greeks, Curds, and Franks, or 
Men of any other Religion, to meet together and 
vent their Thoughts with Liberty: No Man being 
willing to be ſtigmariz'd with the Character of a 
Clown for taking Offence at another's Faith, tho“ 
different from his own. | 


T: 
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It was then eſteem'd a Point of Gallantry, to fa- 
your the Chriſtians of all Sets, and let them talk and 
act as they pleaſed, provided they blaſphemed not 
Gop, or his Prophets. And they themſelves would 
have condemned any of their own Party, who ſhould 
have been guilty of ſuch an Immorality and Aﬀront 
to the eſtabliſhed Religion of the Muſu/mans, and 
the general Senſe of Mankind. 

But why then is the ſame Liberty retrench'd now, 
and that among Muy/ulmans whoare intimate Friends? 
Is it not now as lawful for us to converſe with one 
another by Letter, or any other Way, as it was then 
to enter into Dialogues with Infidels ? I would not 
encourage nor imitate the bold and prophane Ef- 
forts of their Wit, who deny the Being of a Gop.,. 
or utter Blaſphemies againſt his Meſſenger: The 
whole Univer/e is an irrefragable Teſtimony of an 
Eternal and Omnipotent Nature : And the Alcoran, 
is an evident Proof of the Sanctity and indiſpenſible 
Commiſſion of our holy Law-giver. But I hope it is. 
no Crime, toenter into Speculations of Things hable 
to Controverſy, At leaſt, I will venture to diſcloſe 
to thee my Thoughts, who art the moſt agreeable 
of all my Friends. I tell thee, my dear Dgnet, it 
appears to me ridiculous, and like the Quarrels of 
Children, for Mufjul/mans to wrangle about mere 
Trifles in Religion, and that the reſigned to Gop 
ſhould be zealous for the Whimſies of Men. One 
Party believes the 4/coran is eternal, another ſays, 
tis created. In my Opinion, they are both abſurd 
Aſſertions. The firſt, becauſe then it will follow 
that there are more Eternals than One, which is 
a fair Step to Polythei/m and Idolatry : The ſecond 
is only an Impropriety of Speech; for we do not 
uſually ſay of any Writing, that it is Created but 
Penned. 

I can eaſily believe the manifold Deſcents of Ga- 
briel from Heaven, when he brought down the 

| Hundred 
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Hundred and four Sheets of Science and Faith. But 
whether Adam had only ten of theſe Sheets, or one 
and twenty as ſome ſay; or whether his Son Seth 
had but twenty nine of them, or fifty according to 
others, is not material according to my Faith. Te is 
poſſible Edris had no more nor leſs than thirty, and 
Abrahim our Father, juſt ten of theſe divine Manu— 
ſcripts. Of theſe we are ſure, that the Volume of the 
Law was ſent to Moſes, the P/alms to David, the 
Goſpel to Jeſus the Son of Mary, and the mighty 
Alcoran to Mahomet the Seal of the Prophets, 

It js eaſy for me to believe the Celeſial Pen with 
which all theie Manuſcripts were written, to be of 
ſome admirable Subſtance. But why it ſhould be 
made of Pearls, rather than of Diamonds, or any 
other Jewels, I ſee no Reaſon : or that it ſhould be 
a Journey of Fifty Years, for the ſwiteſt Horſe in A- 
rabia to run from one End of it to the other. Vet if I 
have not Faith enough for theſe Things, I will not 
be angry with thoſe that have. Let every Man enjoy 
his Fancy. | 

But I cannot he ſo indifferent, when I hear Men 
tell me, that God has a Body like ours, with Eyes,. 
Ears, Noſe, Hands, Tongue, and all oth er Mem- 
bers, and Organs of Life, Senſe, Speech and Motion; 
that he is ſubje& to Paſſions of Love, Hatred,. Anger 
Grief, and all the Affections that are common to. 
Mortals. Yet thou knoweſt there is a Sect of Maul. 
Mans, Who believe all this, and preach it to others 
with great Aſſurance. What is this, but to ſet up 
an Idol in the Place of Gop ? For the Original of: 
all Idolatry was the vain Preſumption of Men, who 
repreſented the incomprehenſible Divinity, under ſome 
uncommon viſible Figure of Men or Beaſts. 

If we muſt aſſign a Body to Gop, it would ſeem 
more rational to adhere to their Opinion among 
the Sephatim, who ſay his Body is Infinite, Uncir- 
c umſcribed, and beyond all Form, Neither is it of 

any 
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any Import, that the Weſtern Philo/ophers aſſert, It is 
of the Eſſence of all Bodies to be Circumſcribed and 
Finite. Since tho” this may be readily granted 
true of particular Bodies, yet muſt it ever be deny'd 
of the immenſe and univerſal Body out of which the 
World is form'd : unleſs they will allow it unlimited 
and interminate unbody'd Space, which is more un- 
intelligible and abſurd. Doubtleſs, if the Eternal 
Mind has a Body, *tis expanded wide as the endleſs 
ther, and equally preſent in all Places: Neither 
can this Body be any more circumſcribed, confined, 
or ſhut up in any Place, than the Light of the Sun 
can be reſtrain'd within a Room, or ſeparated from 
its Source by drawing of a Curtain. For all the World 
is pervious to this infinite Body, which is altogether” 
indivifible into Parts, even as that which we call a 
Spirit. Ina Word, we muſt conceive it to be ſimple 
and uncompounded, the fineit and faireſt Matter of 

the: Univerſe. | 
But if thou wilt have my Opinion, all this is in- 
finitely. too low and narrow an Idea of that eternal 
and moſt exalted Eſſence, that intellectual Beauty, 
which no mortal Eye has ſeen, no Tongue nor Pen 
can deſcribe ; the ſmalleſt Glimpſe of whoſe ineffa- 
ble Majeſty, falling on the Thought of holy Men and 
Prophets, - ſnatch away their Souls in ſacred Paſſi- 
ons and divine Ecſtaſies, whilſt their Bodies are in 
the Cuſtody of the Angel of Death. - At ſuch Times 
they are carried up through the ſeven Heavens, be- 
holding all the Wonders, and the Purple Sea which 
divides the fir/# Heaven from the ſecond. They pals 
by the Orb, where Fire, Hail, Snow and Thun 
der are prepar'd, and kept in Reſervatories againſt 
the Day of Calamity ; being guarded by Spirits 
of Vengeance, who are created to puniſh Infi- 
dels. Then they aſcend. to the Fow rh Heaven, 
where dwell innumerable Armies of Holv Ones. 
Next to the Fifth, where are the Angels of Inter- 
8 ceſſion. 
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ceſſtoan. Then to the Sixth, which is the Reſidence 
of Arch-Angels, the Internuncio's or Meſſengers of 
the eternal Majeſty. And laſt of all they are intro- 
duced into the Preſence of the moſt ſublime Poten- 
tates and Principalities, who wait before the Receſs 
of the Creator in the Heavens above all Heavens, 
whoſe Height tranſcends the Power of eternal Intel- 
lects to meaſure. 

O Dęret, when J have ſaid all I can, tis nothing 
to the Purpoſe! For no Words nor thoughts can reach 
that Infinite above all Infinity. Nothing but pure 
unbodied Minds can have Acceſs to the Skirts and 


Borders of that endleſs Region of Light. 


Therefore let us not ſtretch our vain Imaginations, 
nor greedily pry into thoſe Secrets which for ever fly 
from human Thought: But keeping ourſelves within 
the Bounds of Reaſon and Sobriety, let us adore Gop 
and believe his Prophet, obey the Law of Cleanneſs 
and Purity without injuring Man or Beaſt; and that's 
the Way, if there be any, to aſcend to the Viſion 
and Enjoyment of that Happineſs, which at preſent 
is hid from us. | 


Paris, 5th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 


— — 


LETTER XXIII. 
To the Aga of the Janizaries. 


Receiv'd the Diſpatch coming from valorous Hande, 

an Expreſs perfum'd with Narciſſus, full of honour- 
able Words, and exhibiting a Command worthy of 
an Ottoman General, May the Angel of Fortitude 
conduct thee in all thy Expeditions againſt Infidels. 
Rebels and Hereticks, 


Thy 
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Thy Conceptions of the preſent State of Europe 
are very proper and lively: Yet in ſome Things ' tis 
poſſible thou haſt been miſfinform'd. The Affairs of 
Italy are inconfiderable, when compar'd with the 
more important Wars of the North. That Qzarter 
is at preſent the Theatre of the moſt remarkable Acti- 
ons ; yet the Campaigns in Flanders this Year have 
made ſome Noiſe in the World. 

But all the Difcourſe at preſent is, of the famous 
Siege, and taking of Frederic-Ode by the Swedes. 
This is a F — 1 to the King of Denmark, 
and eſteemed one of the ſtrongeſt in Europe. Yet 
it was taken by Storm; wherein the Danes lok 
Ninety three principle Officers, and about Three 
thouſand common Soldiers; 'Fhirty three Colours; 
Seventy ſeven great Guns of Iron and Braſs ; Three 
hundred and eighty two Barrels of Powder ; Forty 
thouſand Muſquet Bullets; Six hundred Granado's ; 
Three thouſand Pikes, and T'wo thouſand two hun- 
dred Suits of Armour. | 

This Victory makes the Swedes appear terrible to 
their Enemies; and they are looked upon as the only 
flouriſhing Nation in the North, as France is in the 
Weſt. Vet to ſhew that there's no unmix'd Happineſs 
here below, their Intereſt has been much leſſened by 
the Deſertion of the Brandenburghers, who now ſeein 
to favour the Cauſe of King Caſimir. 

That Monarch had an Interview lately with the 
Elector of Brandenburg at a Place call'd Broomberg 3 
were they embraced one another, banquetted toge- 
ther, and buried all the Memoirs of Enmity in gene- 
rous Compotations For this is the Way of the Nor- 
thern Princes of Europe, who live in ſo cold a Cli- 
mate, that nothing leſs than a Debauch of Wine can 
thaw their frozen Souls, and melt them into an obli- 
ging Humour. | 

As for the State of England, I perceive thou 
know'ſ the CHaracter of Oli ver, the new Sovere! gn 
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of that Commonwealth. Yet I can inform thee, 
that he begins to change his Temper. There are 
Perſons in his Court, who give conſtant Intelligence 
to the King of France of all his Secrets. And as the 
exil'd King of Scots could not ſnuff a Candle in a 
Paſſion, but that U/urper had Knowledge of it; ſo 
neither can Oliver have a Dream, but tome ſpight- 
ful Mercury carries the News into Foreign Countries. 
His Sleep is interrupted with fearful Viſions of Plot. 
and Trea/ons againſt his Life ; which makes him 
change his Bed five or fix times a Night. They ſay 
he is metamorphos'd from a Hero to a perfect Cow- 
ard. And this is not the Report of the Multitude, 
who take Things upon Truſt ; but it is the Sport of 
the French Grandees, who wiſh well to the Son of the 
late murther'd Ezg/;/þ King. 

I muſt be irregular in my Method of Writing, that 
T may oblige thee with military Remarks. A more 
particular Account of the Storm of Fredericks-Ode 
is juſt come to my Hands, wherein we are aſſured, 
that it was taken at the firſt Aſſault, which much re- 
dounds to the Honour of General Mrangle; and 
that the Crown-Marſhal of Denmark, with many 
Senators and Grandees, fell by the Edge of the Sword, 
and that Two thouſand Captives were driven yok'd 
in Couples like Beaſts, as an Augmentation of the 
Conqueror's Triumph. | 

Thou wilt not be diſpleaſed at the little Coherence 
and Order of theſe Memoirs, conſidering that it ſuits 
well enough with the Szbje# ; for I write a /a Cam- 
pagne, as the French ſay, and ſo am obliged to en- 
tertain thee with broken Detachments of News, from 
ſeveral Parts, as Occaſion offers. 

The Spaniards are ſtark mad, for the Loſs of 
Mardike, which was taken by the Engliſb and French 
in the 9th Moon, and all the Garriſon ſent Priſoners 
to Calais. They ſwear they will have this impor- 
tant Place again, whatever it oolt them. The Fro. 
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of Conde lies dangerouſly ſick of a Fever at Cant: 
Whilſt Don John of Auſtria, labours under a Malady 
of another Nature, being much diſtreſs'd for Want of 
Money to pay his Soldiers. This is look'd upon as 
a very bad Symptom in a General of an Army. 

The great City Crarow in Poland, is ſurrendered 
by the Savedes to King Caſimir. That Monarch be- 
gins to find a Turn of his Affairs; and it is thought 
he will draw half the Princes of Europe into a League 
againſt the King of Saweder. 

It will be of no great Importance for thee to know, 
that the Siege of Munſter is rais'd, and a Peace con- 
cluded between that City and their Big: Yet it is 
convenient, that this ſhould be related to the Mini- 
fters of the Divan, who are the Judges of human 
Events . Beſides, in one of my Letters, I mentioned 
this Quarrel and Siege. 

Illuſtrious Aga, I have obey'd thy Commands, in 
ſending thee an Abſtract of all the moſt remarkable 
Tranſactions in Europe, during the laſt three or four 
Moons. I wiſh 'twere as agreeable to any of my Friends 
to ſend me the News of our Armies and Navy. 

But I am more obliged, to Strangers and Infidels, 

for the Intelligence I have of the Oztoman Affairs 
than to any of the True Believers. 
Brave Cammander, may Gop preſerve thee from 
the common V ices of a Soldier's Life, and make thee 
as renowned as Ca//im Hali, who was preſent in 25 
pitch'd Battles, received 48 Wounds, and yet lived 
to the 63d Year of his Age. | 


Paris, 27th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 


The End of the TuirD Book. 
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LETTER L. 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician 0 the Grand 


Seignior. 


7 osrof my Letters to the Grandees 
of the Porte, carry News of War, 
Sieges, and Battles among the Chri- 


ſtians. Now I'll tell thee, who art 

my Friend, I'm at War with my ſelf; one potent 
Paſſion takes the Field againſt another; oppoſite 
Armies of AﬀeCtions ar: embattled in my Breaſt: 
My Heart is block'd up : Here lies Intereſt entrench'd; 
There, Honour diſplays its Standard, One _ 
ature 
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Nature and Self-Preſervation make a Sally ; the next, 
they are beat back by Generoſity and Love. The 
worſt of it is, that theſe contrary Factions in the Soul, 
are ſo blended together by a fecret Correſpondence, 
that it is almoſt impoſſible to diſcern which is 
which. 

Would'ſt thou know what the meaning of this is? 
T'll tell thee-in Brief; I'm in a Controverſy with my 
ſelf, whether I'd beſt die or live. 

Wonder not at the Expreſſion, as if 'twere in 
any Man's Power to make this Choice ; ſince ac- 
cording to the Muſſulmans Faith, we cannot haſten 
or retard the Moments decreed by Fate. Aſſuredly 
Predeſtination does not in the leaſt interfere with 
what is call'd Man's Free-will. Every the moſt vo- 
luntary Action of our Lives complies as exactly with 
the Appointment of eternal Deſtiny, as the acci- 
dental Fall of a Tile of a Houſe, or the more regular 
and conſtant Deſcent of Rain, Snow and Hail, from 
the Glouds. And for aught I know, we may as 
properly call it the Free- Mill of a River to run toward 
the Sea, as for a Man to purſue the various Currents 
of his own Reaſon or Appetite. For ſo a Fountain 
frequently divides itfelf into many Streams, before 
it falls into the Ocean, which is its Center. And 
Man himſelf, notwithſtanding the boaſted Freedom of 
his Will, is as much confin'd to act according to his 
Principles, Prepoſſeſſions, Prejudices, Pailions and 
Habits, as the different Rivulets iſſuing from the 
ſame Spring are reſtrained each within the Banks of 
its proper Channel. 

But not to entertain thee with more Allegories ; 
both thou and I, and all Men, find ourſelves violent- 
ly carry'd away by certain Inclinations fo forcible 
as no Power of our Will is able to reſiſt : Some- 
times our Love, Hate, Joy, Grief, and ſo the reſt 
of human Paſſions, . are as iavoluntary, as the Mo- 
tions of our Pulſe, And though in the mot * 
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To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 


Seignior. 


OS Tof my Letters to the Grandtes 
of the Porte, carry News of War, 
Sieges, and Battles among the Chri- 
ſtians. Now I'll tell thee, who art 
my Friend, I'm at War with, my ſelf; one potent 
Paſſion takes the Field againſt another; oppoſite 
Armies of Affections an. embattled in my Breaſt: 
My Heart is block d up: Here lies Intereſt entrench's; 


There, Honour diſplays its Standard. One Minute, 
Nature 
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Nature and Self-Preſervation make a Sally ; the next, 
they are beat back by Generoſity and Love. The 
worſt of it is, that theſe contrary Factions in the Soul, 
are ſo blended together by a ſecret Correſpondence, 
that it is almoſt impoſfible to diſcern which is 
which. 

Would'ſt thou know what the meaning of this is ? 
Pl tell thee in Brief; I'm in a Controverſy with my 
{elf, whether I'd beſt die or live. 

Wonder not at the Expreſſion, as if *twere in 
any Man's Power to make this Choice; ſince ac- 
cording to the Muſſulmans Faith, we cannot haſten 
or retard the Moments decreed by Fate. Aſſuredly 
Predeſtination does not in the leaſt interfere with 
what is call'd Man's Free-will. Every the moſt vo- 
luntary Action of our Lives complies as exactly with 
the Appointment of eternal Deſtiny, as the acci- 
dental Fall of a Tile of a Houſe, or the more regular 
and conſtant Deſcent of Rain, Snow and Hail, from 
the Glouds. And for aught I know, we may as 
properly call it the Free- Will of a River to run toward 
the Sea, as for a Man to purſue the various Currents 
of his own Reaſon or Appetite. For ſo a Fountain 
frequently divides itfelf into many Streams, before 
it falls into the Ocean, which is its Center. And 
Man himſelf, notwithſtanding the boaſted Freedom of 
his Will, is as much confin'd to act according to his 
Principles, Prepoſſeſſions, Prejudices, Pailions and 
Habits, as the different Rivulets iſſuing from the 
ſame Spring are reſtrained each within the Banks of 
its proper Channel. 

But not to entertain thee with more Allegories ; 
both thou and I, and all Men, find ourſelves violent- 
ly carry'd away by certain Inclinations ſo forcible 
as no Power of our Will is able to reſiſt: Some- 
times our Love, Hate, Joy, Grief, and ſo the reſt 
of human Paſſions, . are as involuntary, as the Mo- 
tions of our Pulſe, And though in the moſt important 
Actions 
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Actions of our Lives, we generally form ſome re. 
gular Deſign, as their Scope and Center ; yet we 
do many Things without Reflection, as Muſician; 
are ſaid ſometimes to play excellent Tunes, without 
ſo much as regarding or thinking what they are about. 
By all which it is evident, that our Vill has little to 
do in the Conduct of our Lives. We, like all other 
Creatures, act according to certain ſecret Impulſe: of 
Nature. The very ſame Faculty which we call Inſtinct 
in the Beaſts is no other than what we term Reaor, 
Wiſdom, Knowledge, Diſcretion, and Forecaſt in ous- 
ſelves. And ] think it is no Se/eciſm to ſay, That 
that was a prudent Dog, who perceiving his Maſter 
making ready a Rope to hang him, lily ſlipt away, 
and never came near him more. 

Suffer me to make yet a farther Digreſſion, and 
aſcribe it to Fate. For I'm on a ſudden ſtrangely in- 
terrupted in my Thoughts, by a moſt furious Tem- 
peſt; a Medly of Hail, Rain, Lightning and Thun- 
der: And this laſt, though not over-noiſy and loud, 
yet it was the moſt ſingularly terrifying, that ever I 
heard in my Life. There is a ſort of Thunder which 
they call the Drum, becauſe it approaches near the 
Sound of that warlike Inſtrument, making a lively, 
fierce Rumbling in the Air, like the Beat of an A- 
larm. There 1s another more ſurprizing, like the 
Roaring of Cannons ; but this had a Touch in it of the 
molt harſh, affrightning and irregular Noiſes that 
ever ſhook the We/kin. = 
I was poſſeſs'd wtth a deep melancholy, as ſoon 
as I heard the horrid Clatter begin, and ſaw the Air 
darken apace, with a more than ordinary Gloomi- 
neſs: Then I felt ſome religious Paſſions ſtruggling 
with my Reaſon. I was full of Fears, leſt Gop was 
angry with me, for my counterfeited Life among 
the Chriſtians : And imagined no leſs, than that 
this Tempeſt was rais'd on purpoſe to deſtroy me; 


and make me an Example to all Mu/ulmaas, yu 
are 


* 
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dare deny the holy Prophet, to ſerve the Intereſt of 
the Grand Seignior, as much a Mortal as themſelves. 
Or, at leaſt, I concluded I ſhould taſte my Share-of 
tne Wrath of Heaven at this cholerick Juncture. 
Nay, and all the Philaſophy I could muſter together 
ſerv'd but to raiſe my diſmal Expectations of the 
Fatal Blaſt. For I could not avoid thinking, that 
a wicked Man is a Magnet which naturally attracts 
the Vengeance of Heaven: And that I being ſuch in 
the higheſt Degree, could not fail of having my 
Soul ſcorch'd up at once to nothing, or metamor- 
hoſed to a Fury (which is worſe) by ſome ſurpriſing 
and inevitable Flaſh. For to paſs from this Life by 
Lightning, Poiſon, or an Earthquake, are the only 
Deaths 1 fear. 

I fell on my Knees and Face, addreſſing myſelf 
to Gop with the moſt humble and fervent Devo- 
tion I was capable of. I made my Application alſo 
to his Prophets. I ſaid and did all that I thought 
would procure a Reſpite of the Puniſhment I ſear'd. 
At length, being tir'd and fick of too much Prayer, 
I role and ſat down chearſully, remembring I was 
a Muſſulman, and reſigned to the Will of Pettiny. 
Conſidering alſo that I was an Arabian, of a no- 
ble Stock, I reſolved, if I muſt die, to prepare my 
ſelf with a Moderation worthy of my Blood, that 
lo 1 might go to the [nwi/ib/es lilte the Grandſon of 
an Emir. 

Perhaps thou wilt impute this to Vanity : But I 
eſleem it a Point of Juſtice, for a Man to take care 
that he may live and die hke himſelf, without dege- 
nerating from the Virtue of his Auceflors, or bring - 
ing a Diſgrace on the Tribe to which he belongs: 
For though Gop has created all Men cf the ſeme 
Mouid, yet he has diitinguiſked one Family from 
another, by more than /pecifick Clarodters imprint- 
ed on them in their Naziviry, And has errobled 
lone Mortals with peculiar Qualities ard ivvate 
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Perfections which others are wholly Strangers to. So 
there are other remarkable for hereditary Vices. 

Whether theſe things depend on the Blood, or on 
the different Circumſtances of Souls before they came 
into theſe Bodies, is a Queſtion not ſoon reſolved: 
But this I'm ſure of, that I find in myſelf both 
ſome Virtues and Vices, which I could never yet diſ- 
cover {o odly blended together in any other Mortal. 
I'm always campaigning on the Frontiers of Good and 
Evil; yet my Paſſions are not mercenary : No Price 
can tempt me to Treaſon or Perfidy. I am Maſter of 
a certain Faſtneſs of Spirit, which no human Charm 
is able to diſmantle. My Integrity cannot be warp'd 
by Gold: And *tis for this Reaſon I a little value 
myſelf : Which makes me ſometimes inclin'd rather 
bravely to ſally forth into the unknown World, than 
tarry in this, where I meet with nothing but Contempt 
and Diſeſteem from the Slaves of him, for whoſe Sake 
bear the Fatigue of Life. Surely, think I, where- 
ever it be my * to go, after my Eſcape from this 
mortal Stage, the Spirits of that Region will be kind to 
me for the Sake of my incorruptible Truſtineſs; for 
they have Intrigues as well as we, and conſequently, 
will be glad of faithful Agents. 

In a Word, ſince all my Zealand Loyalty is thought 
not to merit any Reward in this Life; I would fain 
try, whether at leaſt I may not deſerve to be a Ghoſt 
of Honour, if there be any ſuch Diſtinctions in that 
World of Spirits. 


Paris, 27th of the 12th Morn, 
of the Year 1657, 
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LET TER-IL 
To Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


Shall acquaint thee with a late Tranſaction in 
I this Kingdom, which I believe has but few Ex 
amples. The Kaimacham has already receiv'd a Diſ- 
patch from me, wherein I ſignified the Return of 
Chriſtina Queen of Sweden into France: This Prin- 
ceſs, fince her Arrival at Fountainbleau, having diſco- 
vered ſome ſecret 'Treachery in one of her Retinue, 
who was an /talian Marquis, pronounced a formal 
Sentence of Death on him : Which was accordingly 
executed on the 10th Day of the 11th Moon, by her 
own Officers, in a Gallery of her Palace, after he 
had been warn'd of it by her expreſs Order, and had 
a Confeſlor ſent to him to prepare him for another 
World, 

When this was done, ſhe immediately ſent a Meſ- 
ſenger to acquaint the French King with this Action. 
and the Reaſons which induced her to it. Scme of 
the Courtiers at firſt perſuaded him, that the Queen's 
Proceedings entrench'd on his Royal Prerogative, he 
being the ſole Arbiter of Life and Death within his 
own Dominions : Whereupon Mounfieur de Chaunut 
was ſent to expoſtulate with her. 1 have formerly 
mentioned this Perſon in ſome of my Letters, when 
he was Ambaſſador from this Court to Queen C4; - 
ſlina, then reigning in Sweden. He is a Gentleman 
of great Abilities : And for that Reaſon he has been 
employ'd in the moſt difficult Negotiations with the 
States of Holland, and other Countries. 

Yet People cenſure variouſly ; and the Cafe haz 
been referr'd to the Doctors of the Civil Law, who 
pronounc'd this Sentence in her Favour, That being 
an Independent Sovereign, and hawing the King «of 

L France's 
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France's Permiſſion to reſide in this Realm, the Right; 
of Sovereignty could not be deny'd her over her own 
 ubjedts ; Such are to be eſteem'd all that are in her 
Service and take her Pay, except the Subjects of the 
State avhere ſhe reſides. 

The ſwift Execution of this _ Sentence on 
Her Servant in Part reſembles the Rigour of our 
Eaſtern Fuſtice, which admits of no Delays in pu- 
nithing of criminal Perſons, and removing Traytors 
out of the Way; neither is it to be diverted by any 
Fear of After-claps. And tho' theſe Weſtern Mo- 
narchs generally put no Man to Death without a 
farmal Proceſs at Law ; yet ſometimes they have leap'd 
over this rule, and only given the Word of Com- 
mand to ſome of their Officers, and the Buſineſs was 
done: As in the Caſe of the Mare/chal de Anchre, and 
the Duke Guiſe; the one falling by a Piſtol Bullet, 
the other by the Stab, of a Dagger ; and both in the 
King's own Palace, ſurrounded with their Servants 
and Friends. And there was no other Way for the 
Crown of France to ſecure itſelf from-the Attempts of 
theſe dangerous Men, who were grown to ſuch a 
Height, as to monarch it almoſt as much as their 
Matters. | 

Mighty Baſſa, the Charms of Sovereignty are ve- 
ry ſtrong, creating Envy and Ambition in Subjects, 
and Jealouſy in Princes. It is not ſafe for an emi- 
nent Grandee to appear too popular. For he that is 
inveſted with a Diadem, can never brook a Rival, 
or one whom he has Reaſon to ſuſpect for ſuch, 


Paris, 15th of the 1/8 Moon, 
, the Year 1658. 
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LETTER III. 
To Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


HE Spariards are all diſſolved in Joy for the” 


Birth of a young Prince and Heir of that de- 
ciuung Monarchy. * I's ſaid that the King his Fa- 
er appointed a folemn Feſtival throughout all Jus 
1ominons, commanding his Subjects to celebrate it 
with the moſt exalted Demonſtrations of Joy : And 
on that Day, he himſelf wore the Ranſom of Kings 
in his Apparel ; the vety Diamonds and Pearls in his 
Hat being valued at three Millions of Gold: By which 
tigu may gueſs at the reſt. 

He has alſo communicated the Joyful News to all 
Chriſtian Princes and States, his Friends and Allies. 
And indecd he has ſome Reaſon to make a Noiſe 
this good Fortune, being an old Man, and in il 

len's Opinion not likely to have any more Children. 

His Ambaſſadors in foreign Countries endeavour to 
imitate their Prince in all Manner of magnificent '1'r:- 
umphs, and particularly from Holland we have the fol- 
lowing Account: That on a certain Day of this Moon 
of January, Don Stephano da Gamara, the Spaniſb 
Ambaſſador at the Hague, caus'd Te Deum to be ſung 
with excellent Voices and Muſick, whilſt Fifty Pieces 
of Ordnance play'd continually, At Night a Hun- 
dred and fifty Pitch Barrels were lighted on ſeveral 
Scaffolds in the Streets, and a!l the Windows in the 
Hague were illuminated with Wax-tapers. And theſe 
Words were ſeen flaming in an artificial Fire-Work 
for two Hours together. | 


ParVe, ut Magne PhIL Inte. 
Praſpere, proCe De, & regna. 


I need not explain this Inſcriptiom to thee who art 
vers'd in the Roman Language; and wilt find that all 
L 3 the 
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the Salt of theſe Words lies in the Capital Letters 
pointing at the Year wherein the young Prince was 
born, wiz. MDCLVII; except alittle Pun upon his 
Name, which is Philip Proſper. On each Side ap- 
peared the Arms of the Spanicb King; and under- 
neath, the Golden Firece fo artificially contriv'd, that 
from it ſprang Fountains of divers Kinds of Wine, at 
which the Multitude drank liberally for fome Hours : 
Whilſt many new coin'd Pieces of Gold and Silver 
were ſcatter'd among, them out of the Ambaſſador's 
Windows. They were ſtampt with an Olive-Trea, 
having this Motto, on one Side, 


Creſcente hac, Pax aurea creſcet. 


And on the other Side a Hand with this Inſcription 
in a Label, 


Dabit Populis Pacem. 


The French ridicule this Motto, and ſay, the King 
of Hain will, &er lorg, delerve the Title of Peace- 
maker, when he ſhall be forced to ſue for it, not 
being in a Condition to carry on a War. 

Iluſtrious Officer, I know thou art well vers'd in 
the Roman Hiſtories, having been educated under 
Achmet Lala, who was a learned Man, And 'tis 
Frubab!e, thou art no Stranger to the more modern 
Relations of Furpe, and the divers Characters of 
the People that inhabit it. Yet give me Leave to tell 
thee, that Nome in all its victorious Bravery, never 
{:w firmer Soldiers in a Battle, than the Spaniards 
are at this Day ; but the French have finer Wits, 
more Money, and better Fortune; and 'tis this 
makes them iniult. Beſides, Deſtiny over: rules all 
Things. Every Kingdom and Empire has its Cli— 
mecterics, wherein it droops, declines, and at the 
grand cr:iical Period falls to Ruin. 

The Greets had Money enough when the great 
Sultan Mahomet beſieged Conſtantinople : But they 
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had not Wit to uſe it for their own Preſervation ; and 
ſo that City, the laſt conſiderable Stake of the Empire, 
was loſt to the Oztomans,, who ſoon after became Ma- 


ſters of all the reſt. 
Thou haſt Wealth in Abundance, and Diſcretion 


to manage it: Slip no Opportunities, but remember the 
old . hes Proverb, which ſays, Gon has giver 
avhole Days to the Fortunate, but to the Unhappy he 
af « ts only ſome Hours. 
Paris, 1725 of the 1/4 Moon, 

of the Year 1657. 


— — 06 — — — 
LEITER IV. 


To Peſteli Hali, Lis Brother, Maſter of 


the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms at Con- 
ſtantinople, 


Remember my Promiſe, though it be late. Thou 
know'ſt I have many Hindrances, and therefore 
wilt not tax me with feigning an Excuſe. However, 
thy Letter came to me in a good Hour, to put 
me in mind of theſe Things, and to enquire of our 
Mother's Health, who ſtill reſides in this City. 
I have ſaid nothing of her fince my firſt Letter after 
her Arrival at Paris. And to tell thee the Truth, 
ſhe has ſaid little herſelf, being ignorant of the French 


Tongue, and too old to learn it. Therefore her chief 


Converſation has been with Eliachim and me above 
theſe three Years : For that Few ipeaks indifferent 
good Turkiſh and Arabick. 

If thou would'ſt know how ſhe has ſpent her 
Time, *tis divided between her Devotions and 
her needle. She lives more Recluſe than a Chri- 
ian Nan; ſeldom or never ſtirring abroad, un- 
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ei to take the Air of the Fields, and then ſhut up in 
Coach with her Maid. In a Word, her Manner ot 
Living is a fit Example for the French Women: Por 
in all Things ſhe obſerves the Laws of her Education 
and the modeſt Caſfoms of the Eaſt. 

No Argument can perſuade her to Change her 
Grecian Garb, or dreſs herſelf after the looſe Mode 
of Weſtern Females. Neither will ſhe eat or drink 
any where, but in the Houſe of Eliachim, for fear of 
infringing the Precepts of the Alcoran, and diſobey. 
ing the Meſſenger of Gop : For ſhe efteems the Diet 
of the Jenes pure, and free from Pollution. In her 
pious and motherly Zeal, The rebukes me for eating 
and drinking with Infidels : And P've nothing to {ay 
in my Defence, but the Neceſſity I lie under of pre- 
venting Suſpicion, that ſo I may ſerve the Sar 
with greater Succeſs, and that I have the N 
D:gten/ation for this and many more Irregularities, 
V hen ſhe hears this, ſhe lifts up her Eyes to Heazer, 
lays her Hand upon her Breaſt, and appears reſign' d 
Yet ſhakes her Head, and ſeems to pity my Caſe; 
not without ſome Reflections on the Corruption cf 
the Times, the Impiety of the Serag/ia, and Want 
of Zeal for the holy Prophet. | 

She has her Health to a Miracle : And, excepting 
the firſt two Mons after ſhe came to Paris, I never 
heard her complain of the leaſt Indiſpoſition. *Tis 
pcflible, the Change of Air, with the Inconvenienccs 
of Traveiling ſo far by Sea and Land, might incom- 
mode her at firſt. She was for a while troubled with 
Rheums, Obſtructiůons, and a Dy/entery : But ſhe ſoon 
overcame theſe Diſtempers, and has ever ſince been 
perfectly well. | 

We often diſcourſe together of thee, and thy 
Travels in the E. Sometimes I read Part of thy 
Journal to her, which affords her infinite Delight. 
ſhe congratulates herſelf, and thy good Fortune 
in eſcaping fo many Perils and Deaths, as every 
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where threaten a Stranger : And takes a particular 
Delight to hear thy Adventures with the Indian Lady, 
at the Court of Raja Hulacu. Thou may'ſt be aſſur'd 
our Mother bears a ſingular Affection to thee ; for 
we never meet without wiſhing thee in our Compa- 
ny. She rejoices mightily to hear of thy Proſperity 
and Advancement inthe Favour of the Grand Seignior, 
and his principal Miniſters ; wiſhing thee every Day a 
new Step of Honour and Intereſt, Thou may'it alſo 
reſt ſatisfied that Mahmut comes not ſhort of the Af- 
fection he owes to ſuch a Brother. 

At other Times we talk of our Couſin Ju, who 
is now in the frozen Regions of the Nortb. His iti- 
nerary Memoirs are alſo very pleaſant; and we paſs 
ſome Hours in reading and comparing them with the 
Diſpatches which I frequently receive from Metten 
an exiPd Eunuch in Egypt: For Tſouf is more large 
his Deſcription of that Country, and his Remarks 
his Antiquities, than any other Part of //7-ic@. \ ©: 
he ſays enough of all that Southern Quarter. 

As to what I promiſed to inform thee concer:- 
ing the Pyramids, Mummies, and other Singulatnics 
of Egypt, know that our Kinſman 7/ouf 1s a gicut 
Critick, and gives the Lye to Herodotus, Dirdorus, 


Strabo, Pliny, and other Writers of Greece and Rome. 


Neither will he conſent in all Things to our 4rabian 
Hiſtories. | 

He ſays, the Pyramids are neither ſo high, nor does 
their Baſis take up ſo much Ground, as is reported by 
the Ancients. He laughs at thoſe who aflirm they 
caſt no Shadows at Noon, having experienc'd the con- 
trary when the Sun was in Capricorn. And we may 
believe him in this, on good Ground: For it is re- 
corded of Thales Mileſius, who lived about Two thou- 
ſand Years ago, that he took the Height of theſe 7y- 
ramids by their Shadows. 
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There are three of theſe admirable Structures not 
far from Caire, and about eighteen more in the De. 
ſarts of Iybia. It is generally ſuppoſed, that they 
were built for Sepulchres of the Egyptian Kings, ſome 
of them before the Flood, the reſt after. There are 
not wanting Hiſlorians, who aſſert the greateſt of the 
Pyramids to be the Tomb of Seth, the Son of Adam. 

[ſouf was within this mighty Fabrick, and atteſts, 
that after he and his Company had deſcended and aſ. 
eended through certain Galleries, they came at laſt to 
a ſquare Chamber, wall'd about with pure Thebaick 
Marble; in the Middle of which was a Cheſt of 
the fame Stone, which when ſtruck with the Foot, 
ſounded like a muſical Inſtrument. It is believed 
that in this Cheſt was laid the Body of the King who 
built that Pyramid. 

The ancient Egyptians were of Opinion, that even 
after that which we call Death, or the Separation of 
the Soul and Body, there were certain Arts to retain 
em togeher ; if not in ſo ſtrictand intimate an Union 
as before, yetin a very familiar Correſpondence for 
many Ages. So that the Soul ſhould always take 
delight to hover about the Body, and to exerciſe its 
Faculties in the Place where that was repoſed. 

For this Reaſon, in the firſt Place, they took out 
the Bowels, and whatſoever was moſt liable to Cor- 
ruption: And having waſh'd the empty Belly with 
Wine of Palms, mix'd with aromatick Powders, they 
ſtuffed it with Myrrh, Caſſia, and many coſtly Con- 
ſections, and then ſew'd it up. After this, they puri- 
ty'd the whole Body with Nitre ; and having drawn 
out the Brains by the Noſtils with a Hook, they 

fillPd up the Scull with melted Gums. And laſtof all, 
they ſwathed up the whole Body in Silk, ſmearing it 
over with rich mixture of Bitumen, Spices, and Gums, 
and ſo delivered it to the Kindred to be laid up in the 
Se pulchre. 
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Theſe were the Preparations they made to court 
the Preſence of the Soul, by rendring the Body for 
ever ſweet and incorruptible. And that the Majeſty 
of Rozal Ghoſts might never be interrapted or violatd 
by the neighbourhood of vulgar Spirits, or the ruder 
Approach of Mortals ; Kings built theſc mag 11ficert 
Piles as the Palaces of their /aft Repo/ſe. Tis there- 
fore they were erected in deſart and unfrequented 
Places, and in ſuch a Form as was eſteemed th. moſt 
durable and ſecure from the Injuries of 7ime, the 
Aſſaults of the Elements, and from the common Fate 
of all human Enterprizes. Each Stone of a prodigious 
Bulk, and rivetted to the next with a Bar of Iron ; 
which with the Strength and invincible Faſtneſs 
of the Cement, renders it a Thing impoilible for 


any one of theſe Pyramids to be demoliſhed, though 


all Mankind were ſet to work for many ſucceſſive Ge- 
nerations. 

Al Mamun the Caliph of Babylon, attempted to do 
it, but in vain, For after he had ſet his Men to 
work, and been at vaſt Expences, they made but one 
{mall Breach ſo inconſiderable, that being made fen- 
fible it would exhauſt his Treaſures to remove but the 
hundreth Part of the Pyramid, he deſiſted, full of 
Wonder at the Wiſdom of the Founders. 

If it be true, that the Soul may by ſuch Allure- 
ments as theſe, be prevail'd on to remain with the 
Body in its Sepulchre, and that a Man's future Happi- 
neſs conſiſt in this, I ſhould myſelf admire and imi- 
tate thoſe Egyptian Sages. I would in my Life- time 
build me a ſmall Mauſoleum, according to my Abili- 
ty, and order in my /aft Will and Teftament, that my 
Bedy be embalm'd and condited for a perpetual Du- 
ration, But if none of theſe Arts can alter the De- 
crees of Deſtiny, or force an immortal Spirit from 
ranging where it pleaſes; I muſt conclude with 
Pliny, that this celebrated Wiſdom of the Zegyp- 
*;ans, was no other than glorious Folly, and all 
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the Magnificence of their Kings in building ſuch coſt- 
ly Sepulchres, but Royal Walle. 

They themſelves in thus cautiouſly providing to 
ſecure the Soul's Abode, with the Body after Death, 
tacitly own'd, that by the Courſe of Nature it 
would immediately paſs into ſome other. Nay the 
'Tranſmigration of Souls was an eſtabliſh'd Doctrine 
in Egypt, How then could they be ſo blind as to 
imagine a dead Carcaſe, however perfum'd and fen- 
ced againſt Corruption, was more inviting than an 
Enbrio form'd to live? Or that it was more eligible 
for the Soul to be impriſon'd in a dark Dungeon (for 
no better are the Inſides of the Pyramid) than to 
enjoy the Light of the San, Moon, and Stars, and the 
various Sweets of the Elements? Brother, in my 
Opinion, 'twere better to be a Bird, a Worm, a 
Fly, or any living Thing, than to be thus immur'd 
for many Ages, and have no other Companion, but 
an old ſalted Mammie. 

Thuf has made ſome Remarks on the River Nie, 
to which, he ſays, Egypt owes not only its Corn and 
Fruits, but alſo the very Soil-which brings 'em forth, 
For every Year, at the Time of Inundation, that 
River brings along with it from Ætbiopia, or ſome 
other Regions through which it paſſes, abundance of 
Slime and Mud, with which it covers all the 
Land of Egypt, leaving it behind at the Decreaſe of 
the Waters; ſor that the Soil of Egypt is borrowed 
from other Countries. And if this be true, for aught 
we know, the Place of its Situation may be borrow- 
ed from the Sea, accorcipg to the Opinion of ſome 
ancient Philoſophers. 

Herodotus, Pliny, and others were of this Perſua- 
fon, grounding their Conjectures on the nearer Ap- 
proaches of the Continent to the Hand Pharos, from 
the Time of Homer, who exactly calculated its Di- 
ftance, And they concluded, that the immenſe 
Quantities of Slime which the Nile tranſports = 

| . 
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the Mountainous Regions of Africa, might in the 
Space of two Miriads of Years have filled up all that 


Part of the Sea, which is now firm Land, and call'd- 


Egypt. 


If this be true, it ſeems to be very ſtrange, that 


the Egyptians ſhould boaſt of greater Antiquity than 
any other Nation in the World, though their Country 
itſelf be the youngeſt of all the Regions on Earth, 
an abortive Spot of Ground, hatch'd by a River in 
the Depths of the Sea, and ever fince cheriſhed by 
that River as by a Parent or Nurſe, which ceaſes not 
to convey to it yearly a convenient Proportion of Ali- 
ment, whereby the Country itſelf grows in Bulk, and 
the Inhabitants are maintain'd. admirable Provi- 
dence of Nature, who can penetrate into thy myſte- 
rious Conduct! O Egypt abounding in Prodigies and 
Wonders! Where the Land and Water, with all 
other Elements, conſpire to render thee all over mi - 
raculous. 

Dear Peſteli, Tam tranſported when I think of that 
Region, and could relate a Thouſand more Preſages, 
both out of Js Memoirs, and from the Mouths 
of others, who have travelled thither to obſerve. ſo 
many Miracles. Bat I believe, thy Patience will be 
fufficiently tir'd with the Length of this Letter. Be- 
ſides, my Mother is juſt come to viſit me, and deſires 
me to recommend her unfeigned AﬀeCtions to thee. 

Be aſſured alſo, that Mahmut loves thee with the 
Integrity of a Man and the Tenderneſs of a Brother: 
And he ſerves thee in all Things without repining. 


Paris, 17th of the 1% Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 
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LEFT. 
To the Kaimacham, 


HE Penetians are very angry for the Loſs of 
Tenedos; and not without Reaſon ; for that 
Tand is a delicate Spot of Ground, abounding in rich 
Wines, and other Products of Nature: Beſides, it com- 
mands the Avenue of the Shining City, the Refuge 
of Mortals. 

They variouſly relate the Manner of its being taken 
from'em, by the Arms which no earthly Power is able 
to reſiſt. Endeavouring in all their Rumours, to di. 
guiſe the Truth as much as they can, and miſrepreſent 
the Bravery of the Ortomans ; that ſo the Actions of 
their own Generals may make the greater Figure. 

Theſe Nazarenes have a bad Cauſe, and therefore 
are compelled to make uſe of Shifts and Equivoca- 
tions to ſupport it. They are quite degenerated from 
the Integrity of the Primitive Followers of Feſus. Ina 
Word, they make good the Character of the ancien: 
Candiots;of whom a certain Poet ſays, they are thoroug'/- 

ac'd Liars, rau nous Beaſts, and gluttonous Drones. 

It is believed intheſe Parts, that when the YVenet:- 
ans quitted the Iſland, they departed not without Re- 
venge, ſetting Fire to a Mine, and blowing up ſeve- 
ral Hundreds of Mahometans into the Air 

Hewever, they have for ever proſcrib'd and excom- 
municated Girolamo Loredan and Giowanni Contarini, 
in whoſe Cuſtody the Chief Fortreſſes of the Iſland 
were, acculing them of Cowardiſe and Treachery : 
Offering alſo 'Two thouſand Sealing to any that ſeizes 
on them within the Dominions of Venice, and Three 
thouſand to him that kills them in another Country. 

I know *'tis in the Power of the All-commanding 
Porte to protect theſe Exiles if they are within the 
Territories of our Sovereign; much more, if they 
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ſhelter themſelves in that Sanctuary of the Diſtreſſed, 
But thou, and the other ſupreme Miniſters, are beſt able 
to judge whether theſe Infſdelt merit ſo great a Favour. 

Perhaps their Caſe may be like that of Nadaſt, 
Governor of Buda, when S2lyman the Magnificent be- 
ſieged that City. For Nadaſt was a Man of invincible 
Courage and Fidelity, but was betrayed by the Soldi- 
ers, who bound him in Chains, and deliver'd up the 
City and Caſtle to the vi&orious Sultan. That brave 
Hero underſtanding their Treachery, and the Reſolu- 
tion of Nadaſt, ſet him at Liberty, and preſented him 
with noble Gifts; but commanded the perfidious Gar- 
riſon to be cut in Pieces ; a due Reward of their Trea- 
ſon. For tho? Princes often make ule of Traytors to 
ſerve their own . z yet when the Work is done, 
they commonly purſue the hated Inſtruments, with 
the Effects of a juſt Contempt and Indignation. 

Plutarch the Greek Hiſtorian, abounds with In- 
ances of this Nature, ſo does Herodian and other 
Roman Authors. But no Example of Puniſhment in 
this Kind ſeems ſo proportionate, regular and in- 

enious as that which Brennus King of the Gauls cau- 

7d to be inflicted on a Virgin of Epheſus, who when 
be beſieged that City, promiſed to deliver it into his 
Hands on Condition that his Soldiers would beſtow 
on her all the Ornaments of Go/d, which they had 
plunder'd in the Wars of Aa, and wore about them 
as Trophies : For when ſhe had performed her Con- 
tract, the wiſe General, to do his Part, cauſed this 
Virgin to fit down on the Ground ; and then every 
Soldier in his Army caſting his Plate into her Lap, 
ſhe was oppreſſed with the inſupportable Weight, and 
buried alive in a Heap of Gold. 

do not mention this, as if the like were due to the 
Venetian Captains. I refer the Judgment of ſuch 
Things to my Superiors, Miniſters of the Bleſſed Sanc- 
tuary of Mankind. 


'Tis 
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Tis poſſible the Yizir of the Bench thought me dead 
or turned Renegado, becauſe they have not received 
any News from me theſe five Moons. But I tell thee, 
neither Men nor Devils can corrupt the Faith of Nah- 
mut. But by the Gop of my Vows, there is not a 
more truſty Man in the Univerſe. 

All the Reaſon of my Silence, was the Height of 
the Waters, which ſeem'd to threaten the Earth with 
a Second Deluge. Germany was a Sea, and Flanders 
a Lake for above three Moons together; ſo that 'twas 
impoſſible for the Pof? to travel. There were ſeen alſo 
ſtrange Spectres of Fire in the Air; and the People 
of Brabant were alarm'd with uncouth Noiſes in the 
Elements, 

Perhaps, illuſtrious Kaimacham, theſe are the laſt 
Preparations to the grand Cholick of Nature ; when 
Wind, Water and Fire ſhall ſtrive to turn this World 
into its old Chaos. ; 


Paris, 3d of the 61h Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


r 
— 


LETTEN VI. 
To Solyman, his Couſin at Conſtantinople; 


M ORE Melancholy fill! Wilt thou have no 


Compaſſion on thy exil'd Uncle, but harangue 

im to Death with thy religious Jargon? Believe 
me, thy Letters of this Kind are as irkſome to me 
as the continual Din and Babling of Boys is to a 
poor weary Pedagogue. I forbid thee not to write 
to me, and that as often as thou wilt: *Tis a Comfort 
in my Baniſhment, to hear from thoſe of my Blood. 
But let me beg of thee to alter both thy Theme 
and Stile. Leave ſpiritual Things to the Mollahs 
and Imaums; and let thy Thoughts be taken up in 
Things 
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Things belonging to thy Trade. In that be as inquiſi 
tive as thou can'ſt. Bend thy Mind wholly to make [4] 
new Diſcoveries and Improvements in that, and it | 
will turn to thy Advantage.. At.thy Hours of Lei- 
ſure J counſel thee to read Hiſories, and ſometimes 
g0 into Company: There 1s much to be gain'd by 
converſing with Men of Senſe. Such will ſerve as 
Mirrours, wherein thou may'ſt behold Humanity in 
its proper Figure, and the Deformity of that Vizard, 
with which Error and Superſtition diſguiſe our Na- 
ture. They will correct thy Miſtakes without pr*? 
ting thee to a Bluſh. Wit and Reaſon ſhall flow from 
their Tongues, as ſoft Harmonies breathe from the Pipes 
of an Organ, which clear the Spirits, and ſerene the | 
Heart that was clouded with Sadneſs. 

The Imperial City is full of ſuch, both Natives | 
and Strangers. Call them out from the mix'd Mul- 
titude, and make them thy Companions, without re- 
garding the Difference of Religion, whether they be 
Muſſulmans, Franks, Armenians, Jews, or others. 
Above all Things, ſhun the Society of Bgors ; and 
number not thyſelf among thoſe who are opinionat- 
ed, becauſe they profeſs the True Faith : For what 
ſigniſies that, if their Lives be vicious? I tell thee, 
they are worſe than the Iufide/s. Give no heed to 
Fortune-Tellers, and ſuch as pretend to Afirology; 
for whilſt they boaſt of knowing other Men's Fates, 
they are ignorant of their own. And if there be any 
Truth in that Science, one may ſay, their Ignorance 
in it affronts the Stars, and often provokes them to 
haſten their own Ruin. Alure thyſelf, they only 
amuſe the World with portentous Stories, to get Fame 
and Money. i 

Aſſociate thyſelf with none but prudent and mo- 1 
derate Men, whoſe Morals are not leaven'd with a : oy 
too furious Zeal ; who look not ſuperciliouſly and 'n 
with Diſdain on a Frank as he. walks along the [| 
Streets, much leſs offer him an Indigniny, when he | 

goes 17 
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goes about his honeſt Buſineſs, under the Protection 
of the Grand Seignior. It becomes none but Faniza- 
ries an Ruffians to be guilty of theſe Incivilities to 
Strange... The Law of Nalious, and the particular 
Commands of our Holy Prophet, oblige us to treat 
ſuch with all Humanity and Tenderneſs. Beſides, 
tis reflecting on the Juſtice and Hoſpitality oi the 
Magnificent Porte, which is the Refuge and Sandtua- 
y of all the Earth, that a Stranger cannot walk the 
Streets in Peace. Deſpiſe no Man on the Score of his 
Religion; for there are no Factions in Paradiſe: But 
conſider, that whilſt Thoujands of Muſſul mans ſhall 
5 to Hel/ for their wicked Lives, ſo an equal Num- 

r of thoſe we call Iafidels, may be received inta 
the Mar/ions of the Bleed for their Virtues. 

Thou ſeemeſt to be much concerned for thy Soul; 
thy Letter abounds with overmuch Care in this Point, 
In being too ſolicitous, it is evident thy Faith is 
ſmall. Every Line is tinctur'd with ſad Expreſſions 
about the Perils, Snares, Ambuſhes, Hooks, Gins, 
and I know not what other Devices the Devil has 
to ruin thy poor Scul, 25 thou call'ſt it,) Coufin doſt 
thou know what the Soul is, about which thou keep'ſt 
fuch a Pudder, if thou doſt *tis more than I do; and 
yet I have been ſearching and prying into it above theſe 
thirty Years ; I mean, from the Time that ] firſt began 
to think and conſider of Things: But am as far to ſee}; 
as ever ] was, Neither could all the aw:/e Men of Ola, 
the Philoſophers and Sages, for aught I perceive, agree 
in their Verdict about this my/erious Thing which we 


Call the Saul. 


One will have it to be, Only the fineſt Part of Mat- 
ter in the Body; another ſays, *Tis the Air æubich the 
Lungs fuck in and diffuſe thro” all our Members. A 
third Sort affirm it to be, I Mixture of Air and Fire. 
A Fourth, Of Earth and Water. A Fifth call it, A 
Complection made up of the frur Elements, a Kind of 
Quinteſſcence, and I know not what. The Egyptinet 
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call'd it, A certain moving Number: And the Chal- 
deans, A Power without Form itſelf ; yet imbibing al. 
Forms. Ariſtotle call'd it, The Perfection of a natural 
Body. All theſe agreed, That it was Corporeal, and 
as it were extracted from Matter. The beſt Defini- 
tion among them is not worth an Aſper. 

But there were Men of ſublime Speculations, who 
affirm the Soul to be, A Divine Subflance, inde- 
pendent of the Body. Of this Opinion were Zoro- 
aſter, Hermes Triſmegiftus, Orpheus, Pythagoras, Plu— 
tarch, Porphyry, and Plato. This laſt defined the 
Soul to be a ſelf-moving Eſſence, endued with Under- 
ſtanding. But when they have ſaid all, I prefer the 
Modeſty of Cicero, Seneca, and others wio acknow- 
ledg'd they were altogether ignorant what the Soul is. 

There was no leſs Diſagreement among the Phi- 
laſophers, about the Seat of the Soul. Hippocrates and 
Hierophilus placed it in the Ventricles of the Brain. 
Democritus aſſign'd it the Whole Body. Strabo was 
of Opinion, it reſides between the Brows; Epicurus 
in the Breaſt. The Steicks lodg'd it in the Heart, 
and Empedocles in the Blood. Which laſt ſeems to be 
the moſt current Opinion of the Ea, to this Day: 
In Regard both Moſes the Law-giver of the Fews, 
and Mahomet our Holy Prophet, aſſerted the ſame, 
— for that Reaſon forbid Fleſh to be eaten with the 

lood. 3 

But be it what it will, either Corporeal or Inc- 
poreal, a Subſtance or an Accident ; whether it dw. 
in the Head or in the Feet, within or without the 
Body, there is no Certainty of theſe Things, neither 
can we be aſſured, what will become of it after 
Death. Therefore, *tis in vain to diſquiet thyſelf 
in Search of a Myſtery that is hid from Mortals : 
And equally fooliſh it will be, to frighten thyſelf 
with an Imagination of Hooks, Gins, and ſuch like 
Chimera's, which thou ſuppoſeſt the Devil is buſie 


with to entrap thy Soul. Tis a Wonder thou art 
not 
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not afraid to fleep, leſt he ſhould catch thee napping, 
and ſteal thy Soul from thee. I would fain know, what 
fort of 'Tools he muſt uſe, to take hold of a Subſtance 
more thin and imperceptible than a Shadow, or hou 
he will be able to ſeize and run away with a Being, 
active and free as Thought? 

Couſin, ſerve God after the Manner of thy Fore. 
fathers; love thy Friends, pardon thy Enemies, be 


juſt to all Men, and do no Injury to any Beaſt. If 


thou obſerveſt this Rule, thou may'ſ defy the Dex], 
for thy Soul is in ſafe Cuſtody. Gov is nearer tothee 
than thou art to thyſelf. He is in the Centre of every 


Thing, and is himſelf the Centre of all Things: In 
a Word, He is All in All. 


Paris, 5d of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year, 1658. 


LETTER VII. 
To Afis Baſſa. 


OW the Scenes are changed in Europe, Ene- 
mies are become Friends, and thoſe who pro- 
te1i.d a mutual Friendſhip are at open Defiance. Con- 


ſtancy is a Vice in Politicks ; and a dextrous Way of 


ſhifting from one Engagement to another for Intereſt, 
is eſteem'd the only State-Virtue. 

I have already intimated to the Divan, the Va- 
which broke out laſt Year between the Swedes ard 
Danes. The latter began it by a ſolemn Proclamation, 
ſending a Herald at Arms to the Swediſh Court, 
and diſpatching Ambaſadors to all his Allies in Chri- 
ſlendom, to give them an Account of his Proceed- 
ings. Now I ſhall entertain thee with a ſhort 14: 


of. 
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of this War, which thou wilt comprehend, That 
the Danes are either much degenerated from the Va- 
lour of their Anceſtors, who formerly made the moſt 
terrible Figure of all the Nations in the North: 
Or elſe they are leſs obliged to Fortune, who has not 
{xvour'd them with ſo many Succeſſes and Triumphs 
of late, but rather expoſed them to the Inſults of their 
Enemies, and the Contempt. o all Men. 

When the King of Denmark firſt proclaimed this 
War, he had a fair Advantage of the Swedes, who at 
that Time were ſorely intangled between the Po- 
landers, Germans, and Muſcovites, and had more 
need of Helps than Hindrances. Yet King Gaffa- 
du turning Part of his Forces into Ho/ftein, Scone- 
land and F uitland, he took one Part after another, 
till he had over-run thoſe Provinces in the Space of 
ſix Moons: And reduced the Danes to a Neceſſity of 
Compoſition, and that on ſuch diſhonourable Terms, 
as renders them the Scorn of their neighbouring Na- 
tions. 

On the 13th of the 3d Moon, the two Kings had 
an Interview near Copenhagen, the Capital City of 
Denmark : For ſo far had the Fortune of the S<ve- 
diſb Arms carried their Victories. They eat and drank 
together ſeveral Times, and converſed privately ſome 
Hours. At laſt a firm Peace was concluded between 
them, and they concerted the Meaſures of a perfect 
Friendſhip. 

But before this, the Dane had been forced to 
yield up Schonelaud, with Elfmberg, which com- 
mands half the Baltic Sea. He ſurrendered alſo 
the Provinces of Blakin and Halland, with a very 
itrong Caſtle ; the Vand of Burtholme, ten Ships of 
War, and obliged himſelf to pay a Million of 
Dollars, and to maintain Four Thouſand Horſe and 
Foot in the King of Sæbedeland's Service, and give 
free Quarter to all the Swwedi/> Forces till the 5th 


Moon. 


——— — — 2 
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Moon. Theſe are ſuch diſhonourable Articles, that the 
King of Denmar# has quite loſt himſelf in the Eſteem 
of all his Allies. They call him a poor-ſpirited Prince, 
not worthy of Support or Aſſiſtance. 

Ina Word, ſerene Baſſa, it is like to fare with 
him as with other unfortumte Men, who when they 
are once falling, every Body will help to throw 
them down. Therefore conſerve thy Honour, as the 
only Bulwark of thy Intereſt and Life. 


Paris, 3d F the 61h Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


* — — 


LET T E R VIII. 
To the Mufti. 


Y the Faith of a true Believer, I ſwear the 

Chriſtians are Enemies to themſelves, if they 

do not embrace the Project of a certain Feſuit. They 

are no Friends to their Me/jas, if they reject ſo regu- 

lar an Idea, ſo reform'd a Model of the Nazarene 

Empire, as this Sage has lately propoſed to the Pope 
and the Ca: dinals. 

He lays his Foundation very deep, and draws his 
Examples from the Practice of Peter, the Prince of 
the firſt tabelve Chriſtian Caliphs, whom the Frank; 
call the Apoſtles of I Ess, the Son of Mary. For, 
according to their Traditions, the Mz/7as before he 
aſcended to Heaven, left an exact Pattern of the Em- 
pire he deſigned to eſtabliſh on Earth. He divided 
this Empire into twelve diſtin Provinces, according 
to the Number of his Apoſtles and Vicars, aſſigning 
to each that Quarter of the World where he was to 

reſide, as Moſes had formerly cantoniz'd the holy 
2 of Paleſtine among the twelve Tribes, that 

deſcended from Jacob. a 
1 
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But the happy Son of Mary being a far greater Pro- 
phet than Moſes, or any that had gone before him: 
they ſay, be would not be content with diminutive 
Territories, or Dominions diſproportionate to his inet - 
fable Deſcent and Original. 'Therefore he reſolved 
on the Conqueſt of the whole Earth ; commanding 
his Vicegerents to diſperſe them N all Nations, 
according to a certain Method, and proclaim his 
Laws to every Creature on the Globe. 

Venerable Preſident of the Faithful, J relate theſe 
Things, as I receive them from the Mouths and 
Pens of learned Chriflians, who may be preſumed 
to know their own Hiſtory. Thou wilt f ex- 
pect to hear of Armies immediately rais d; of 
Camps, Battles and Sieges; of Devaſtations by Fire 
and Sword ; Storming of Cities, and famiſhing of 
the more impregnable Fortreſſes: In a Word, I 
believe thou lookeit for a Relation of Campaigns 
and Victories, more glorious than the Atchieve- 
ments of the Roman Ce/ars, more fortunate than the 
Succeſſes of Alexander the Great: But, I tell thee, 
all the Regiſters and Archives of the Primitive 
Chriſtians cannot furniſh us with any Memoirs of this 
Nature, 

Their Goſpel mentions no Warlike Undertakings, 
not ſo much as the drawing of the Sword by the Son 
of Mary or any of his Followers, unleſs in a pri- 
vate Rencounter, when Peter the Lieutenant of the 
Mz/ias, enflam'd vyith a Paſſion to ſee his Maſter 
4. Judas his Kahyah, or Tefterd, and rude- 
ly aſſaulted by Malchus, a Slave of the Fewiſh Muf- 
ti, the valiant Apoſtle drew his Cymetar, and cut off 
the Fellow's Ear. 

Believe me, O myſterious Doctor of the a 3 
mans, | have peruſed the four Hiſtories of the Life 
of Jeſus, written by thoſe who were Eye witneſſes 
of his Actions: And I, find indeed, that he once 
laid to them of his Retinue, I come not to ſend Peace 


07 
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on Earth but a Sword, Yet, by the Sequel it is evi. 
dent, that when he examined what Weapons his Fol. 
lowers had, and they told him, But two Savords ; he 
ſeem'd to be well ſatisfied, ſaying, it is enough; tho 
a Moment before, he bid him among them that had 
no Sword, fell his Robe and buy one. 

And I have ſeen a Diſpatch ſent by Paul, one of 
the Primitive Chriſtian Caliphs, to the Nazarenes at 
Epheſas; wherein he councils them to put on com- 
pleat Armour, as Helmet, Breaſt plate, Shield, Ba 
tins, Sword, and the reſt. 

Beſides theſe Paſſages, or ſuch like, there is no 
military Diſcourſe throughout the Book of the 69% 
pel ; much leſs any Relation of Battles, Sieges, or a. 
ny martial Exploits. And the Chriſtian Mellahs 
or Doctors, intepret that Letter of Paul's in a ti. 
cal Senſe. | 

Wilt thou know then, how the Me/ias and his 
Apoſtles ſubdued the World ; I tell thee, it was by 
exemplary Virtue and good Works, by Miracles 
and evident Demonſtrations of a Supernatural Poster 
alſiſting them. For, they ſpakeall Languages, yet 
were moſt of them 7//;terate Perſons ; they cur'd 
the Deaf, the Blind, the Lame and the Paralytick, 
without the Methods of Surgery or Pf They 
caſt out Devils; rais'd the Dead. And finally, per- 
form'd ſuch and ſo many ſtupendous Actions, that the 
. World became captivated to their Do@rinesand Lan::;, 
and willingly ſubmitted to a Yoke, which ſeem'd to 
come from Heaven. With divine Eloquence, and 
the Dint of irreſiſtable Reaſon, . Prince of 
the Chriftian Caliphs, ſubdued the Minds of his 
aſtomſh'd Auditory one Day in Feru/alem ; ſo that 
before the Sun went down, he gain'd Five Thou- 
ſand Proſelytes. The Fame of theſe Things vas 
foon ſpread through the adjacent Countries, and 
divers remote Provinces; and the Number of the 
Convents was proportionably increaſed, In a Wort, 

a.! 
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all that embraced the Faith of Jeſus, ſurrender'd both 
themſelves and their E ſtates to be entirely diſpoſed of 
at the Pleaſure of the Apoſtles. So great and unre- 
ſerv'd an Attach had they for the Yecars of their 
Goo. 

Now the forenam'd Fęſuit confidering thefe Things, 
and comparing the State of thoſe devout Times, with 
the Libertiniſm, Diviſions, Wars, and general Con- 
tempt of the Prieſthood among the Chriſſians of ſuc- 
ceeding Times, and efpecially in this preſent Age: at- 
tributes the Source of all theſe Evils to the ill Con- 
duct of the Apoſtles themſelves, and their Succeſſors 
in the Primitive Times, who did not ſufficiently im- 
prove the Advantages they were poſſeſſed of, when the 
pious Multitude would willingly have made them 
Lords of all Things. For ſays he, by the ſame Me- 
thods and Reaſons might they have claim'd the Do- 
minion o'er the Eſtates of Kings and Emperors them- 
ſelves, as o'er the Goods and Lands of the meaneſt 
Proſelyte : Since they were all equally Sons of the 
Church, and Subjects to the Diſcipline and Laws 
of Te/ſus. 

This Ecclefiaſtick Politician therefore mightily 
blames Pope Sylveſter, who fat in the Chair of Peter, 
when Conflantine the Great became a Chri/?ian, be- 
ing the Firſt of the Roman Emperors who embraced 
that Faith. He accuſes him, I ſay, of Weakneſs, 
and a mean Spirit, for accepting of that Donation, 
which to this Day is call'd the Patrimony of the Church, 
and comprehends all the 'Temporal Eſtate the Roman 
Pontiffs can boaſt of. Whereas he ought to have 
claimed an entire Reſignation of the whole Roman 
Empire into his Hands, as ſupreme Vicar of Gop on 
Farth. This would have teen a Pattern, ſays he, to 
all the Kings and Princes of the Earth, who thought 
ht to turn CHriſlians. And ſo the Dominions of the 
World had all fallen to the Share of the Prieſts. 


M Neither 
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Neither could it appear difficult in his Opinion, to 
have reduced the greateſt Monarchs to ſuch a Forget- 
fulneſs and Contempt of their Royal Birth, and all the 
potent Charms of a Crown: Since the ſame Rhetorick 
which perſuaded them to be Followers of the Mz/7a:, 
would have alſo convinced 'em of the Vanity of all 
earthly Enjoyments ; and of the Obligation they had 
to be mortify'd, and to purſue their Claims to Diadems 
of a more exalted Degree, the ineffable Regalia of 
Paradiſe. | 

But ſince Things are thus in their preſent State, 
and the Chriſtian Princes retain their Sovereignty, 
without any other Dependance on the Pope, ſaving WW *©* 
in Matters purely religious; this Feſuit propoſes, that 
the Roman Pontiffs would either firſt reform their 
own Lives and Court to the Height of that Primitive 
and Apoſtolical Purity, which ſhines ſo eminently 
in the earlieſt Governours of the Church ; and by 
that Means perſuade all the Monarchs in Chriſten- 
dom to become their Subjects: Or elſe compel them 
by force to take the Order of Prieſthood, and ſo turn 
their.Crowns into Mitres, their Kingdoms into Ec- 
cleſiſtical Commonwealths, where all the Publick 
Offices of State, Seats of Judicature, and in fine, the 
wuhole Syſtem of the Civil and Political Adminiſtration 

mould be managed by the Prieſts in a ſubordinate De- 
pendence one of another, according as their ſevera! 
Characters required. By which means all Chriſten- 
dom would be ſoon united into one Eccleſiaſtick Em- 
Pire, whereof the Pope ſhould be the ſupreme Head 
in Temporals as well as Spirituals. 

What I have related, is not only this Man's pri- 
vate Project, but the univerſal Aim of his whole Or- 
der: And Thouſands of other Prieſts and Derviſes are 
caballiig in all Courts and Countries of Europe to a 
bring it to pals. | = 

Venerable Eſad, if Gop ſhould ſuffer their Contri- 


vance to take Effect, it is to be fear'd our Was a , 
Wi 
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with the Chriſtians would be as expenſive and trou- 
bleſome, if not more fatal to the Mufulman In- 
tereſt, than when theſe Infidels formerly, laying aſide 
their private Feuds, banded together to conquer the 
Holy Land. 


Paris, 25th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


* — — 


LETTER IX. 


T2 Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident 
' of the College of Sciences at Fez, 


—— 


Receivꝰd the Pacquet of venerable Import, contain- 

ing ſacred Counſels and acceptable Intelligence, 
repleniſh'd with noble Memoirs, and illuſtrious Re- 
marks, ſage Precepts, and refin'd Improvements in 

E Philoſophy and the myſterious Sciences of Nature. 

With Abundance of Affection and Joy I read the 
Character of Mu/u Abu] Yahyan, and the Encomium 
of his Wiſdom and Virtues. May a Conſtellation of 
ſuch Lights always adorn that renowned College, and 
from thence diſperſe their learned Influence and 
Rays, not only threugh Africa, but over all the 
Earth; that Fez may be numbered among the Ci- 
ties whoſe Fame is ſweet ; that it may be rank'd with 
Jeruſalem the Holy; Maſre the ancient; Medina 
Talnabi the chaſte, and the ſalutiferous Babylon, ac- 
quiring a peculiar Title of Honour, an Attribute wor- 


e ee eee „le 
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I thy of Reſpect, when Men ſhall every where call ic 
5 Fez, the Mother of Sciences. : 
N My Soul has been very inquiſitive and reſtleſs for 


many Years, and I think this is owing to my Capti- 
„ein Palermo: For before that, whillt I lived at 
: M 2 eaſe 
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Eaſe in the Seraglio, baſking under the warmer Influ- 
ence of Royal Majeſly, the ſacred Preſence of the 
Grand Seignior, who like the Sun gives Motion, Heat 
and Life to all Things; I n&er regarded Books, or 
once apply'd my Mind to ſtudy any Thing, but how 
to acquit myſelf in my Station, and ſtrengthen my 
Intereſt at the Court: Eſteeming all other Learning 
a> barbarous, which conduced not to this End. 

Foreign H iſtories and Languages were equally con- 
temptible to me: I thought it beneath a Maſſul man 
Courtier, to give his Tongue and Mind the Fatigue 
of any other Dialer, ſave the Perſian, Arabick and 
Turkiſh: Or to load his Memory with the Records of 
other Nations, deſigning to be the Slaves of True 
Believers. 

As to the ſpeculative Sciences, I was naturally de- 
firous enough of Knowledge. But I either had not 
Leiſure, or wanted Books and other Advantages of 
Study. So that all the Knowledge I could then boaſt 
of, conſiſted only in ſome looſe Notions of Logick 
and Metaphy/icks, which I had got by reading an 
old Arabick Manuſcript. And I thought my felt Hi- 
ſtorian enough, after I had peruſed the Annals of 
the Ottoman Empire, and now and then eaſt an Eye 
on the Turki/þ Tranſlation of Herodotus and Plutarch. 

Tis true, indeed, by converſing frequently with 
the Gree4s, I oon learn'd their Vulgar DialeF : But 
this is far from the polite Language of the ancient 
Grecians : And a Page of the Tos taught me the 
Rudiments of Sc/awonian ; which afterwards I learn'd 
more perfectly, hoping it would be of ſome Service 
to me one "Time or other. 

All theſe were very ſuperficial Accompliſhments ; 
yet I thought myſelf happy enough, without ſearch- 
ing any farther. The Pleaſures and Gayeties of a 
Courtly Life, took from me the Edge and Guſt, 
with which I have fince purſued more ſolid Studies, 
and look'd into the Wiſdom of the Ancients, 


But 
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But when once Mis fortune had chang'd the Scene 
of my Life, and inſtead of the honourable Poſt I had 
in the Grand Seignior's Service, Fate had render'd me 
a miſerable abject Slave in Szcily, I began to grow 
very thoughtful and penſive. Ihe continual Drudge- 
ry and Labour I underwent, ſoon mortified my for- 
mer Paſſions, and wean'd me from all Hopes of world- 
ly Honour : And the cruel Stripes I daily received 
from that barbarous nfide/, my Maſter, ſo broke my 
Spirits, that Servitude became familiar to me ; and 
deſpairing to be happy in this World, I was only 
ambitious to be wile. 

I grow very contemplative : And having acquaint- 
ed myſelf with an honeſt Carpenter in the Town 
where we liv'd, who had a great many Books in his 
Cuſtody, he lent me ſeveral choice 'Treatiſes ; and I 
borrowed all the Hours I could from Sleep, to 
pernſe them with Attention and Profit, That 
Carpenter pitied my Condition, and did me many 
good Offices of Friendſhip, without other Hopes 
of Reward, fave what he expected from Gop. By 
his Means I contrafted a Familarity with two or 
three learned Men, who ſpared no Pains to in- 
Kru me in the Roman and ancient Greek Langua- 
ges, as alſo in the Principles of Philoſophy. My Ma- 
ſter often beat me for this, attributing the Neglect of 
his Buſineſs to my Bookiſhneſs (as he call'd it) and 
keeping the Prieſts Company. But all his Severity 
could not abate my ardent Thirſt after Knowledge. 
I ſtill continued ſtudying at certain Seaſons, till 
the happy Hour of my Redemption ; and then I 
frequented the Academies, Ever ſince which Time 
I have neglected no Opportunities of improving my 
Reaſon; yet find myſelf at this Day much in the 
Dark. There appears no Certainty in any Science 
but the Mathematick : All the reſt are entangled 
with a Thouſand Controverſies and Riddles; which 
has made me turn Sceprick in moſt Things. Only I 
M 3 retain 
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retain an inviolable Faith for the Alcoran, and the 
Book of prophetick Doctrines and Traditions. Next 
to theſe, I pay a profound Reſpect to the Writings 
of Porphyry the Philoſopher, who ſeems to approach 
neareſt to Reaſon of all the ancient Sages. His true 


Name was the ſame as thine [Me/ech] which thou 
knoweſt in the Syriac ſignifies [King.] Whence 


his Tutor Longinus, taking Occaſion from the uſual 
Colour of Royal Robes, call'd him Porphyrias, which 
in the Greek ſigniſies, one clad in Purple. He was 
born at Tyre, the Metropolis of the ancient Phon;- 
cians. His Pedigree was noble, and his Education 
generous. Nature had alſo form'd him for a Sage, 
and Fortune favour'd him with Advantages enough, 
For beſides his firſt Tur, whom I have already 
mentioned (who was the greateſt Grammarian and 
Orator of his Time ;) Porphyry went to Rome, where 
he gain'd the Friendſhip of Plotinus: And that Phi- 
loſopher accompliſh'd him in the Perfection of all 
Science : So that he had Power over the Dæ mont, and 
expell'd the Genius Atan which infeſted certain Baths 
in Rome. Ina Word, his DoQtrines appear'd divine, 
and his Actions more than human. Yet he himſelf 
before his Death, publiſh'd a Reverſe of his former 
Writings : Which is a ſufficient Argument, that there 
is no Stability in the Thoughts of Mortals. 

Therefore, ſince the Wiſeſt of Men contradi& 
themſelves, and turn Scepticks, tell me, O Oracle 
of the Age, why may not I ? 


Paris, 29th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Tear 1658. 
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CEL ER A 
To Murat, Baſſa. 


HERE has been ſomething lately tranſacted 

between the French and the Engli/h, which 
ems a Myſtery. No Body here underſtands the 
Meaning of it, but the Privado's of the Cabinet. 
Yet every gueſſes 'tis a Fetch of Mazarin''s Wit. 
That Miniſter has more Meanders in his Brains, than 
an old Turk; Gameſter at C/; who foreſees no 
leſs than nine unavoidable Conſequences before he 
makes one bold Motion : And to be ſure, the laſt 
ſhall be to his own Advantage. Ina Word, Dunkiri, 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt important Sea-Town of all the 
Vet, is ſurrender'd by the Spaniards to the French ; 
and by theſe, as an earneſt of Friendſhip, is put in- 
to the Hands of the Engiih. 

The little Politicians of the City are amaz'd at 
it; and the greateſt Machiawvels of the Court ei- 
ther cannot, or will not inform them of the true Se- 
cret. 

You ſhall ſee two or three grave Citizens brocd- . 


ing Thoughts together over a Box of Polvita, and 


ſneezing out their Sentiments without Reſerve. 


| | Yet after all their wiſe Conſult, they part as great 
Fools as they met, and only ſatisfy themſelves with 


nodding Wiſdom to each other, at their laſt Conge 3 
wherein is comprehended the whole Syſtem of the 
Politicks. | 

It was generally thought to be ſome extraordi- 
nary Overture this Court would make to the Exgliſb, 
when a little before the Surrender of Dunkirk, the 
Duke of Cregui, fir Gentleman of the Bed-Chamber, 
and Monſieur Mancini, the Cardinals Nephew, were 


+ ſent with a ſplendid Retinue of French Nobles to 


M 4 England, 
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Ingland. Every body gueis'd ſome ſurprizing Acti- 
on would follow; and that it muſt needs be a My- 


- ftery of Grand Importance, which could not be 


truſted to Perſons of leſs Note than the Two chief 
Favourites of the Cardinal Minifier. And now ti: 
come out, they kngw not what to make on't. Nei- 
ther can I poſſibly learn as yet, the true Reaſon of 
putting the Eng/;/p in Poſſeſſion of ſuch a Town a 
this, which commands all the Northern Seas, and 
has coſt ſo much Sweat and Blood to take from the 
Spaniards, I have ſet Oman the Dwarf to work, 
and laid Traps to get the Secret from {ſeveral 
other Countries. But I might as well have attempt- 
ed to find out the Body of Mo/zs, which cauſed a 
Quarrel between Michael and the Devil. Time 
perhaps will diſcover the Secret. And I dare at 
preſent conclude that the Exgliſb are the only Na- 
tion in Europe, whoſe Friendſhip the French think 
worth courting. | | 

The King has been very ill of a Fever, and in great 
Danger of hisLife : But is now recovered again, which 
occaſions abundance of real Joy among his Friends 
and loyal Sub jects. As for the reſt, they know how 
to counterfeit. 

I had almoſt forgot to tell thee, that the Spaniards 
endeavouring to relieve Dunkirk, were encounter- 
ed by the French and routed ; about Two thouſand of 
their Men being kill'd, and as many taken Priſo- 
ners, | 
Sage Baſſa, the Succeſſes of this Monarch are fo 
conſtant, that they have given Birth to a Proverb : 
For when then would encourage any Man's Hopes, 
or make a ftrorg Aſſeveration, they uſually ſay, 4s 

ure as the Geat Lewis will get a Town or Two in 
Flanders this Campaign. | 

Mareſchal Turenne is a brave General, and the 
French Viftories are in a great Meaſure owing to 
bis Conduct. He is very expeditious in his Under- 

takings. 
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takings. There were but a few Days between the 
Surrender of Dunkirk, and his taking of Berger, 
Furnes and Dixmude, three ſtrong Fortreſſes in 
Flanders: And, *tis thought, *twill not be long before 
he takes others. 

The French King is in a fair Way to the Empire of 
the Ne. But this will not be for the Intereſt of the 
Grand Seignior : For then he will have a new Enemy 
of an old Friend, and one more potent than he had 
before. Yet Deſtiny over- rules all Things. 


Paris, 13th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


» WY — — C—_ — 8 


LETTER AL 


To Mahamed,, the Eremite of Mount 
Uriel in Arabia. 


Have often troubled thee with important Addreſ- 
| ſes, O matchleſs Mortal : Permit me once more 
to unbolom my Thoughts, as to my Confor, or 
rather as to an Oracle. | 
Surely, this Hour the Stars of my Nativity ſuffer 
a mighty Change. I ſeem to myſelf like one newly 
awak'd out of a deep Sleep, or from the Deluſions of 
a long Dream: For ſo methinks have my paſt Years 
gone away like a Night, wherein my labouring Spt- 
rit has encounter'd with nothing but Phantaſms, Vi- 
lions and Darkneſs. | | 
My Infant Days I eſteem the moſt happy, when 
my Ignorance of Vice had greater Influence on my 
Actions, and preſerved me more free from Blemiſh, 
than could afterwards all my acquired Knowledge of 
the Preceꝑts and Maxims of Virtue. For no ſooner 
Ms Was 


— 
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was [ enjoying the Study of Morality, and taught to 
diſtinguith between Good and Evil; but my Curio 
| fity prompted me to examine the Nature of the lat. MW * 
ter more cloſely than by bare Speculation. I found 


| myſelf more forcibly carried away by a ſecret Plea. — 
| ſure, to make Experiment of what was Forbidden, 13 
than to practice what was Commanded : So prone i; ti 
Man to be jealous of his Tutors, and to ſuſpe& thoſe * 
| Laws as {mpoſitions, which put a Reſtraint on his | 
native Liberty. | 
Beſides this, there are certain genial Inclinations N. * 
in every Mortal, which the Youngeſt, and he that is F: 

in his Nonage, thinks he has as much Right to gra- 
tify as the wiſeſt Senior. Nor can any Reaſon eaſily } 
| perſuade him to part with this Privitege, but under 0 
| the Notion of being highly wrong'd ; fince every \ 
Man naturally places his Intereſt and Happineſs in 1 2 
| purſuing the Motions of his own Will. J 
F Tis true, I never was prone to any enormous Vi. | 
[| ; ces, or ſuch as for their Singularity would make the 7 
| moſt harden'd Libertine bluſh, did he practice then | 
to the Knowledge of Men. c 
I ever had an unconquerable Abhorrence for 
thoſe ſpecifick Acts of Laſciviouſneſs, which ought \ 


i | 
' 
| 
. 
| 


not to be nam'd, and whoſe very Idea makes the 
Thought recoil : Yet am naturally Amorous, and 
cannot but pay to Beauty the Sentiments and Paſiions 
which are due from P/atonick Love. I admire 
Symmetry and Elegance wherever I diſcern them; 
and can ſtand gazing whole Hours together on a W* 
Flower, a Tree, or a Peacock. Tam enamour'd with 
the Brightneſs of the Sun; and like another E. 
2ni0n, I languiſh for a more intimate Acquaintance 
with the Moon. The leſſer Beauties of the Night, MW | 

: 

; 


ads a ond tw 


hire Me ror Þ 


th: Stars, enflame me with a Thouſand. Paſſions. |! 
mike my Court to the whole Hoſt of Heaven, yet 
1 hope commit no [da/atry. In fine, I am in Love 


wih the Univer/e ; and die hourly, when I con- 
tempat: WW 
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template the Glory of that tranſcendent Eſſence, 


which is the Root and Source of all 'T . 

Theſe are Paſſions not unbecoming a Maul man. 
But I have alſo ſome Emotions for beautiful Women, 
more violent than all the reſt, more dangerous and 
fatal, Tell me, O pious Sy/van, how I ſhall gra- 
tify my Love, without offending Virtue or the Gra- 
vity of a Man. 

Theſe Creatures ſeem to be created for our Per- 
plexity ; fince a Man can neither well be happy 


with, or without them. They are perie& Riddles : 


* 4 " * 9 * 
” F 
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And to love them or hate them too much, 1s an e- 
qual Soleciſm. Twere a Queſtion worthy of a Phi- 
lo/opher, Whether this Sex, among all the neceſſary 
good Offices they do us, were not ſent into the 


World as Spies and Trepans, to obſerve our Councils 


and Actions: And by mixing Smiles with Frowns, 
Flatteries with Reproches, Sulleneſs with more ob- 
liging Favours, to keep us in a perpetual Maze and 


Labyrinth, leſt the aſpiring Wit of Men ſhould, if 


left to themſelves, attempt ſomething more audaci- 


| ous than the Poets feign of the Sons of Titan, or the 


written Law records of Nimrod and his Companions, 


who built the Tower of Babel. 


But whether they be Spies or faithful Aſſiſtants, 


Enemies or Friends, I tell the plainly, I have not 
been able to forbear loving them exceflively. And 
this is Part of the Dream or Trance out which I am 
juſt now awak'd. 


Another Scene is that of Honour. This is a 


| Phantom alſo, a mere Vapour, a Shadow. I never 


haunted after Glory, nor courted popular Applauſe : 
Yet being intruſted with the ſublime Secrets, and 
commanded to ſerve the Grand Seignior in this Sta- 
tion, J would fain acquit myſelf without Diſgrace. 
Nay, like other Mortals in ſuch Poſt, I would wil- 
lingly have the Smiles of my Sovereign, and the 
Careſſes of Happy Miniſteis who ſerve him, if 

M 6 it 
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it ſhall be my Lot ever to return to the Seraglio. No- 
thing appears to me more terrible, than at ſuch a 
Time to encounter with rugged, furrow'd Viſages, 
or cold and faint Embraces of my fellow Slaves. 

This puts me upon a "Thouſand Inquietudes ; 
makes me ſwear to Contradictions ; utter Lies and 
Blaſphemies which would turn the Devil to a Saint 
for Fear. Ina Word, I ſtumble at no Vice or Im- 
morality, which may promote the Cauſe I am en- 
gag'd in: And all this for the Sake of a fair Cha- 
racter at the Porte: Whilſt Pm cajoling myſelf as well 
as others with a Perſuaſion, that 'tis only on the 
Score of Honeſty, and to acquit myſelf a good Man, 
Thus I purſue a Blaſt, a Bubble the Idea of Nothing, 
mere Vanity, and an empty Dream. And 'tis hard- 
= for me to ſhake off this Enchantment, than that of 

Ve. 

Yet all this while I have not taken the Frerc/ 
Method to gain Honour. I never was guilty of Op- 
preſton and Cruelty, nor bath'd my Hands in hu- 
man Blood. No Fidow or Orphan mourns for what 
I've taken from em. Nor de I ever dragoon any 
Body into Compliance with Reaſon. All the Parts 
Tve acted in this Nature were defenſive ; pure 
Efforts of Self-preſervation ; which thou knoweſt, 
is a Principle natural to all Men, and even to the 
Worms of the Earth. Theſe little Reptiles, when 
they are trampled on, will turn again. And nothing 
more do I, unleſs in the Sultan's Cauſe. 

This puts me in Mind of my Integrity; for I 
muſt tell thee my Virtues as well as my Vices. 
Neither Arabia nor all the Eaft have ever brought 
Arth a Man more true to his: Truſt, than honeſt 
loyai Mabmur. T will for ever boaſt of this, in an 
Age ſo full of Treachery. This alone will carry 
me ſafe to Paradi/e, in ſpite of the Mollabs. As 
for the reſt, they are only venial Signs, eaſily dropt 
ef on the Bridge of Trial. And fo long 3 * 

oay 
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Body can ſay, I've betrayed my Maſter's Secrets, I'm 
ſafe as an Angel that is not oblig'd to ſtand Centinel 
at the loweſt Poſt of Heaven: For there he's within 
Gun-ſhot of the Devil. 

Juſt as I drew my Pen from that Word, a ſud- 
den Noiſe in the Streets call'd me to the Window ; 
Where turning my Eyes from the Earth to the 
Moon and Stars (for 'twas a very ſerene Sky) I 
obſerved a ſmall ſwift Cloud to glide along from 
South to North, much in Appearance like a Bale of 
Silk. It cleft the Element like a fly Arab Thief that 
ſwims for Booty on the River Tygris, Wond'ring 
at this, when alt the Firmament was clear, and ot 
another Cloud above the Horizon ; I ſoon concluded, 
'twas the Chariot of ſome airy God, a Mercury or 
Meſſenger ſent with ſpeedy News to the High Lords, 
Commanders of the 4r#ick Regions, to bid them be 
upon their Guard, or ſome ſuch weighty Matter. 
Perhaps, thought I, a War is commenc'd between 
the Spirits of the Poles : Or it may be, King #olus 
has ſent a Summons to the Northern Winds, being 
reſolved to play fome Royal Pneumatick Freaks up- 
on the Sea. x 8 

In good earneſt it made me reflect on our Ig- 
norance of the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Ele- 
ments. It puts me in Mind of the Fogs and Miſts 
which ſometimes envelop the Globe in Darkneſs; 
on purpoſe, for aught we know, to hinder us from 
ſeeing what is tranſacting at ſuch Seaſons in the 
higher Regions of the Air. The Spirits of thoſe 
ſerener Tracts may then be frolicking in viſible 
Forms, celebrating ſolemn Feſtivals, and kindlin 
all the Meteors of the upper Welkin, as pres 
Fire-works and Illuminations, not fit for Mortals to 
behold, leſt we ſhould learn too much, and grow 
as wiſe as they. However, it made me very con- 
templative, to fee a ſingle ſolitary Cloud thus glide 
along the Air: And I could have wiſh'd for Wings 
2 
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to purſue its Motions, becauſe the Appearance was 
not common. | 

Thou that haſt meaſur'd the whole Frame of Nature, 
and taken the true Dimenſions of the World, that haſt 
penetrated into the Secrets of the Elements, and art 
always buſy'd in the moſt ſage and ſolid Scrutinies ; 
wilt ſmile at the Vanity of common Mortals, ſuch 
as I, who when we are intelligible to ourſelves, 
yet preſume to comprehend the Ways of the Omni- 
potent, who is perfect in Knowledge. 

As for me, who have ſtudied in the Academies, 
and read Ariflotle, Avicen, Plotinus, Averroes, with 
other Philoſophers, I eſteem my ſelf ſtill but at the 
Bottom of Plato's Cave, converſing with Shadows, 
miſtaken in every Thing but the Idea of thy Sancti- 
ty and immenſe Wiſdom, which is imprinted on my 
Soul, as thoſe which the Ph:/o/ophers call Firſt Prin- 
ciples, becauſe they are Self evident. 

I deſigned to have ſaid more to thee, but a ſudden 
Indiſpoſition and extreme Faintneſs has taken away 
my Spirits. My Limbs tremble, my Head is giddy, 
my Heart fails me : In a Word, I ſeem like one be- 
tween a Mortal and a Ghoſt. | 


Paris, 29th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


LETTER XII. 
To Achmet Padiſhani Culligiz, Baſſa. 


H Surname argues thee a Favourite at the 
Seraglio: And for that Reaſon, I know thouart 
accuſtom'd to receive infinite Submiſſions and Flat- 
terjes: But I muſt be as blunt with thee, as I was 


with the new Muti, when I congratulated his Acceſſion 
| to 
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to the chief Patriarchate. I told that Prince 
of the Muſſulman Prelates, that I had no Encourage- 
ment to welcome him to a Dignity, which tho” in 
it ſelf ſacred and inviolable, yet could not ſecure 
him from the Perſecutions of popular Envy, any more 


than it did his Predece//or. And the ſame I muſt 


ſay to thee. | 

Darniſh Mehemet, Baſſa, is fallen a Vidim to the 
Rage of the Multitude ; and thou haſt got his Sear 
on the Bench. May'ſt thou enjoy it long, and never 
be mob'd out of thy Honour and Life as he was. 


Some Years ago he forbid me to write any more to- 


him. What his Reaſon was, I know not, neither 
did I ever enquire. However, I obey'd his Injun- 
ction, being indifferent to whom I ſend my Intelli- 
gence, Provided I do the Grand Seignior any Ser- 
vice : For to that End I am placed here. 

yp pans Baſſa, I ſhall now acquaint thee with 
two the moſt principal Points of News ſtirring in 
Europe. One is, the Election of Leopoldus Ignatius 
Joſephus, King of Hungary and Bohemia, to the Ger- 
man Empire. They have been canvaſſing this Buſi- 
neſs eleven Moons: And at laſt the Auſtrian Faction 
carried it: This was done on the 8th of the 7th Moon: 
And he was ſolemnly Crewn'd on the 22d of the 


ſame. This has heighten'd the Quarrel between the 


Duke of Bawaria, and the Prince Palatine. The 
latter was ſo far tranfported with Paſſion at the Diet 
of Frankford, that he threw a Standiſh of 7:4 at the 
Bavarian Ambaſſador : Which is reſented as an un- 
pardonable Affront: And the Duke is marching with 
an Army to revenge it, or demand Satisfaction. The 
Elector of Mentx has deny'd him a Paſſage through 
his Principality. And they are all like to be em- 
broil'd in a Civil War about it. This is no bad News 
for the Muſſulmans. 

But that which makes yet a greater Noiſe, is the 
Death of Oliver, the Protector of the Exgliſbꝰ Com- 


monwealth 
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monwealth ; who, whilſt living, was the Terror of 
all Europe, The Superſtitious and ſuch as regard 
Signs ſay, This was preſag'd three Moors ago, when 
a great Whale, nine Times as long as a tall Man, 
was taken in a River of Eng/and, near the Capital 
City, forty Miles from the Sea. I know not whether 
theſe Kind of Obſervations are worthy of Credit. 
Yet it ſeems the Annals of that Nation take Notice, 
That the unuſual Appearance of a Vale ſo far with. 
in Land, has always prognoſticated ſome mighty 
Change. Perhaps the Fate of illuſtrious Perſonages 
affects Nature with a more than ordinary Paſſion, put; 
the Elements into Diſorder, and inſpires the Brutes 
with Sympathy. 

We are aſſured, that on the Day of this Prince”; 
Death, and at the very Hour of his Departure, there 
was ſo violent a Tempeft of Wind, Rain, Hail, 
Thunder, and Lightning, as had never been known 
by any Man then alive in that Nation: Which ſome 
interpreted to his Diſhonour, as if he were a Magi- 
cian, or at leaſt a very wicked Man; and that this 
Hurricane was rais'd by the Devils, who tranſport- 
ed his Soul to Hell. Whilſt others affirm'd this 
mix'd Storm to be only the Sighs and Tears of Na- 
ture, the mournful Paſſions of the Guardian Spi- 
rits of England, for the Loſs of ſo great and fortu- 
nate a Hero; and that the very inanimate Beings 
condol'd his Death. As for me, I look on all thele 
Things as pure Accidents, the Effects &f Chance, 
I have an equal Opinion of another Circumſtance, 
much obſerv'd both by his Enemies and Priends; 
That he died on the ſame Day, whereon he had 
formerly gain'd ſome notable Victories. The Ore: 
deſcanting on this to his Reproach, the Other 
drawing | Ha it Arguments of Honour. Tis dif- 
ficult to ſay any Thing of him without appearing 
13 He had great Virtues and no leſs Vices. 


was a valiant General, and wiſe n 
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yet a Traitor to his Sovereign. As for Religion, tho' 
he profeſs'd himſelf a Zealot, yet tis thought he was 
25 indifferent as other Princes ; who for Reaſons of 
State, and to pleaſe their People, make a Shew of 
Piety, but in their Hearts adore no other God but For- 
tune and Victory. | 

He was eſteem'd one of the greateſt Politicians of 
this Age; and none could match him but Magarini. 
Yet, I cannot but ſmile, when I call to Mind, how 
hoth theſe eminent Stateſmen were cheated this Year, 
by two or three Fugitives. 

A certain French Captain nam'd Gentilot, that had 
ſerv'd under the States of Holland in the Wars, and 
on that Account had oſten paſs'd through the Sea- 
"Towns in Flanders, obferv'd a Weakneſs in one Part 
of the Walls of Offend, by which the Town might 
eaſily be ſurpriz'd. At his Return to Paris, he ac- 
quainted Cardinal Mazarini with this; and gave 
him ſo great Encouragement, that the Cardinal re- 
ſolved to try ſome Stratagem in order to gain that im- 


portant Place, without the Coſt and Hazards of a for- 


mal Siege. 

To this End he commands Gentilbt to feek out 
ſome Perſons fit to be engag'd in the Plot: Men of 
Reſolution, Conduct, and Secreſy. This Captain 
therefore knowing two or three Fugitives in Paris, 
who were forced to fly out of Flanders to fave their 
Lives, having committed Murthers and other Crimes 
age inſt the Span; Government, breaks the Buſineſs 
to them, promiſing Mountains of Gold, if they would 
aſſt in carrying it on. 

They feem'd to embrace his Propoſals with 
abundance of Readineſs, and were introduced into 
the Cardinal's Cabinet; where that Miniſter being 
ſatisficd in their Characters, and the Offers they 
Mace to ſerve him in this Affair, ſeconded the Pro- 
miles which Centiet had made them, with many 
additional Encouragements. In a Word, * 2 

ed 
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ſulted together frequently ; were late every Night in 
the Cardinals Lodgings : And at laſt having adjuſte(} 
all the neceſſary Meaſures that are to =, mg the 
Fuzitives were diſpatch'd away into England, with 
Letters from Mazarini to Oliver, the Engliſh Protec- 
tor: Wherein he acquainted them withthe Deſign, re- 
quiring the Aſſiſtance of ſome Engl; Ships to tranſ- 
port Men into the Haven of Ofterd. 

Theſe Agents went accordingly, but with a Reſo- 
lation to put a Trick both on the Cardinal and the 
Projector; and by doing their Country ſo conſidera- 
ble a Service as the ſaving this Town, to merit a Re- 
peal of the Sentence pronounc'd againſt them, that ſo 
they might return home 1n Peace, and enjoy their 
Eitates and native Liberty. ; | 

Oliver receiv'd them very kindly, and embraced 
the Motion with ſome Warmth. But upon ſecond 
Thoughts, try'd to out-bribe Mazarini, and hire 
theſe Perſons for himſeif. Offend was too ſweet a 
Bait in his Eye, to let it fall tamely into the Hands 
of the French, for want of a few larger Promiſes and 
Offers of Gold. Wherefore he ply'd theſe Agents 
briſkly with all the effectual Oratory he could, to 
win 'em over to his own ſeparate Intereſt ; engaging 
to beſtow great Preferments on them in England, 
with Two hundred thouſand Sequins, as ſoon as the 
Buſineſs was accompliſh'd. | 

The three Flemings deſired no better Sport than 
thus to cajole two the ableft Stateſmen in Europe. 
They poſſeſſed Oliver with an entire Belief of their 
Zeal and Fidelity in his Service: And it was agreed 
on between them, to hold Mazarini in Play, and 
that Oliver ſhould ſend him an Anſwer, refufing to 
meddle in an Intrigue which ſeem'd to carry ſo little 
Probability of Succeſs. | 

From England theſe Agents paſſed over into Zea- 
land, it having been ſo concluded before they part- 
ed from Cardinal Mazarini ; that fo they * 
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there gain more Confederates, and lay all the neceſ- 
fary Trains to bring this Intrigue to the deſired Iſ- 
ſue. But, inſtead of doing either the Protector or 
Cardinal Mazarini this Service, they went immedi- 
ately, and revealed the whole Secret to the Governor 
of Flanders. 

He having daly examined all Circumſtances, and 
being ſatisfied in the Truth of their Relations, and 
in their Loyalty to the King of Spain, commanded 
them to proceed in deluding both the French and the. 
Engliſh, as long as they could, with fair Hopes of 
accompliſhing their Aims : Whilſt he took Care to 
ſecure Oftend, and other Parts of Flanders, from all 
Attempts of this Nature. 

In fine, the Protector falling off again, * 
frighted by Cardinal Maarini's Threats, who ha 
diſcovered his under-hand Dealing, theſe Agents 
applied themſelves cloſe to the French, who were 
zow made ſo much more eager, by Oliver's Deſign 
to interlope em. They ſpun out the [ntrigze ſeve- 
ral Maons, brought the French King to ſign Articles 
and to paſs his Word for the Payment of near a 
Million of Gold ; cajol'd his General in Flanders, and 
at one Time made him believe, Twas his Intereſt to 
lie ſti!l for ſix Weeks together, when all the World 
expected he would purſue his Conqueſts in that Pro- 
vince, At another Time, cauſed him to march with 
ſo much Precipitation, when the Ways were impaſſa- 
ble, that he was forc'd to leave moſt of his Caan 
and a Thouſand Waggons plung'd in the deep Roads, 
with the Loſs of Three thouſand Men, who were ei. 
ther drown'd or ſtarved : And all this for the Sake of 
m—_ Oftend. When after all, they were not only 
Cheated of their Hopes in that Point, but molt 
ſhamefully expoſed to the Deriſion and Contempt 
of all Europe. For Cardinal Mazarini repoſed an 
entire Confidence in the Fidelity of his Fl/emi/5 A- 


Zenta: So that whatſoever they propoſed as an Ex- 
pedient 
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pedient to compaſs the Deſign, was a Law. Hence 
it was, that the French General in Flanders receiv'd 
expreſs Orders to embark Part of his Army on certain 
Veſlels that lay before Dunkirk, and, on a prehx'd 
Day, to fail into the Haven of Offend, there to 
land his Men, and take Poſſeſſion of the Town, in 
the Name of his Maſter : being made to believe, 
That the Gates would be open'd to him, and that 
the Spani/h Garriſon ſnould march out in his Sight. 

All this was carried on with ſo much Artifice and 
ſubtle Management, that when he enter'd the Haven 
with ten Veſſels, he thought himſelf ſecure of the 
Place : Yet no ſooner landed his Men to the Number 
of Fifteen hundred, but they thunder'd upon them 
ſuch Vollies of great and ſmall Shot from the Walls, 
that Two hundred of them fell immediately, as ma- 
ny threw down their Arms, and the Citizens making 
a vigorous Sally, the reſt were either kill'd or taken 
Priſoners, he himſelf not eſcaping that Misfortune. 

By this thou may'it diſcern, how eaſy 'tis for #h 
Agent of any Prince to embarraſs his Maſter's Affairs: 
And, that a publick Miniſter can never commit a 
greater or more dangerous Error than in being too 
credulous. 

Serene Baſſa, let not Mahmut's Name ſound harſh 
at the Porte, nor his Honour be traduc'd by Sco- 
phants ; ſince his Loyalty is Proof againſt all Tem p- 
tations z and this the Miniſters of the Divan know 
by twenty Years Experience, 


Paris, 5th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1658, 


. 


Ny 
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LETTER XIII. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 
the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms at Con- 
ſtantinople, 


Have received a Diſpatch from our Couſin ISH. 
He has been in a cold Region, within the Arctick 
Circle, but now is at Stochholm in Sweden. The 
Parts he has viſited are the farthermoſt Tracts of our 
Continent to the North. They may be call'd, The 
Territories of Night and Darkneſs; for they have 
but one Day in a whole Year. The Sun appears 
but once above their Horizon, during his Annual Pro- 
greſs through the Zodiack : Yet he makes them A- 
mends by the long continued Light he affords them 
at that Seaſon : For that one Day is, without the Mira- 
cle of Feſhua, prolong'd the Space of four, five, or 
bx Moons, according to the proportionate Diſtance 
of each Country from the Pole. 
Ihuf relates ſtrange Things of thoſe dark Coun- | 
tries, and ſuch as ſeem almoit to ſurpaſs Credit, were | 
they not confirm'd by many grave and learned Wri- 
ters. He ſays that in ſome Parts of Norway no Tree 
is to be ſeen, by Reaſon of the violent Force of the 
Winds, which blow down all before them, carry- 
ing away even the Roofs of Houſes, and ſcattering 
them ata great Diſtance. So that the Irbabitants 
are forced to dwell in Dens and Caves, and burn the 
Bones of Fiſhes for Want of better Fuel; ſince it is 
impoſſible for any Plant to grow in thoſe Parts. Nei- 
ther can Men travel ſafely on Horſes, or a Foot, 
at certain tempeſtuous Seaſons: For the Wind will [4 
either throw down Horſe and Man to the Ground, 
or catch them up into the Air. 


But 


Li 
| 
- 
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But when he deſcribes the horrible Coldneſs of 
theſe Regions, the very Idea of it is enough to 
make one quake. He ſays, Cold is an active Qua- 
lity, and reigns under the North Pole, as in its pro. 

r Kingdom or Center, from whence it darts its 
freezing Rays through the Earth. Vet others are 
of Opinion, that Cold is only a Privation of Heat, 
a bare pv Diſpoſition of the Elements; and there- 
fore more ſenſibly felt in thoſe Climates that are 
fartheſt from the warm Influence of the Sun, whoſe 
Beams give Life and Vigour to all 'Things. Be it 
how it will, its Effects are very remarkable in theſe 
Northern Regions. | 

All Rivers, Lakes, and Seas there are frozen 
up during the Winter. Men, Horſes, Waggons, 
Coaches, and even whole Armies, paſs as common- 
ly over the Ice, as before Ships ſail'd there, or as we 


travel o'er the firm Land. And laſt Winter, the Bai. 


tick Sea was the Road of Ice, over which the King 
of Sweden march'd with his Army of Horſe and 
Foot into Zealand, to proſecute the War in thoſe 
Parts. They alſo raiſe ſtrong Forts of Snow, able to 


ſuſtain the Battery of Bullets, and Engines of War, 


with all the Violence of the fierceſt Afaults. They 
build Carwanſera's on the frozen Seas and Lakes, for 


the Convenience of Travellers; and ſet up Branches 


of Firs or Juniper, as Marks to diſtinguiſh the 
Holes and Fiſſures of the Ice, from that which is 
ſolid and ſecure; for there are High- ways on thoſe 


congealed Waters; and Officers appointed to ſurvey 


them, and take all neceſſary Orders for the Security 
of Travellers: And ſometimes they fight pitch'd Bat- 
tles on the frozen Element. 

Our Kinſman alſo has made curious Remarks on 
the Triumphal Obeliſts, and Funeral Monuments of 
ancient Hero's among the Goths and Sabedes: For 
theſe Nations boaſt of Giants and famous Warriors. 


Theſe Monuments, tho' of Stone, and exquiſitely 
ſhape, 
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ſhaped, yet were never cut, by the Hand of Man, 

but are ſo many Splinters of Rocks and Mountains, 
torn from the main Body by the Violence of Earth- 
quakes, Thunders or the like Motions of Nature, and 
falling down in the Forms of Pyramids, and other ar- 
tificial Figures, were of old ſet up by the Grawes of 
Giants, and other renowned Perſons. Having alſo 
Inſcriptions on them, ſignifying the particular Hero 
who there lies buried. Such as theſe. 


J Uffro, fighting in Defence of my Coun- 
try, with my own Hand kilPd Thirty- 
two Giants; and at laſt being kilPd by 
the Giant Rolvo, my Body lies here, 


And, 
T Ingolvas, that ſubdued all Oppreſſors, 
and defended the Poor and Weak ; now 
grown Old, Poor and Weak myſelf, yet 
having my Sword girt to my Thigh, am 
forc'd to yield to Death, (who ronquers 
all Things) and to go down to this Sepul- 
chre, which Iprepar'd for mylaſt Retreat. 


It ſeems there are infinite Numbers of theſe 
Tombs all over the Deſarts, Mountains, and Vallies 
of the North; which is an Argument, that how- 
ever contemptible theſe People may ſeem to the True 
Believers ; yet they have not been wanting in va- 
liant Men and Heroes. Doubtleſs, Gon has diſ- 
= his Virtues and Graces to Men of all Nations : 

le is not partial in his Gifts. We ought to praiſe 
bim in the Beginning and End of all our Aon, 
- n 
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And if we contemplate his Honour in the Middle of 
our Affairs, we ſhall not do amiſs; ſince, as hei; 
the Firſt and the Laſt of the Univerſe, ſo he is the 
Center of every Thing. 

I had not theſe Relations only from Jen, but out 
of the Hiſtorians themſelves, who write of theſe Conn 
tries: Yet our Kin/man informs me of ſome Things, 
which are omitted by thoſe Authors. Every Trave ler 
is ſingular in his Obſervations : For all Men have not 
the ſame Genius. And thy Fournal of the Eaſt abound: 
with Remarks which are not common with other 
Writers. 

Brother, if I may adviſe thee, it ſhall be, to do 
nothing by Imitation; but purſue the Dictates of 
thy own Senſe, and the peculiar Bent of thy Soul, 
For whatever is forced and affected, is nauſeous. 


LETTER XIV. 


To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant 1: 
Venice, 


H E Kaimacham has inform'd me, that thou 

art appointed to ſucceed Adouai the Ferw in 
Italy. He has alſo acquainted me with other Mat- 
ters relating to thy Charge. I am glad they have 
found out a Muſſulman capable of that important 
Truſt, and that we ſhall not always ſtand in need of 
Jeaus to ſerve the Grand Seignior, Emperor of the 
Faithful. Though ſome of that Nation are very ho- 
neſt and loyal, yet 'tis better to be without them. 


Thou 


W U too. A a ww I 
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Thou and I are Strangers to each other: But *tis 
neceſſary for us to be 4peedily acquainted, and hold 
a mutual Intimacy by Letters, that ſo we may ſerve 
our Great Maſter, without interfering or claſhing in 
our Intelligence. I have been here thele twenty Years 
and made no falſe Steps in my Sovereign's Buſineſs, 
whatever 1 have done in my own : Yet have encoun- 
terd a Thouſand Difficulties and Perils ; ſuffered Im- 
priſonment many Moons in Paris for my Fidelity; 
whilſt my Enemies at Conffantinople perſecuted me as 
a Traytor and an Infidel. 

is impoſſible to avoid theſe Croſſes, in the Courſe 
of human Life : they are natural as the Wind or the 
Rain. All that we can do is by a prudent and dex- 
trous Management of Contingencies, to wind oarſelves 
out of Trouble as well as we can. And above all, 
rather to be our own Exccutioners, than betray the 
leaſt Secret committed to us. 

I queſtion not, but thou haſt had the ſame Inſtru- 
Qions given thee by the Miniſters of the happy Porte. 
What I ay, is only to confirm thee in thy Fidelity 
and Care. Write to me with the ſame Frankneſs, and 
let nothing make thee reſerv'd to thy Fellow Slave. 
We are both Followers of the Prophet: We worſhip 
One Gov after the ſame Manner, and equally reve- 
rence the Alcoran. We ſerve one Maſter ; and tho? 
in different Stations, yet let our AﬀeCtions and Inte- 
reſts be united as Friends, Let no little narrow Paſ- 
ſions or Emulations corrupt our Integrity, nor teach 
us to unman ourſelves. 

I know not thy Original, whether thou art of 
Mahometan or Chriſiian Parents. T'would be ver 
cbliging to ſend me a ſhort Hiſtory of thy Life, and 
how thou learnedſt the 1ta/ian Tongue: For with- 
out that, I judge they would not have ſent thee into 
that Country. | 
As for me, Iam an Aabian by Birth, brought up 
in the Seraglio, from thence ſent to Sea, there taken 


N Captive 


* 
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Captive by the Chriſtians, ſold in Sicily, where I un- 
derwent a tedious Servitude, yet at length gain'd my 
Freedom: And having paſs'd thro' various F ortunes, 
at laſt was ſent hither, to obſerve the ſecret Counſeli 
of the Chriſtians; eſpecially of this Court. 

I now grow Old, having ſeen near Fifty Years ; 
yet, tho” the Strength of my Body fails, I feel not 
the leaſt Decay in my Zeal for the Mu/ſulman Faith, 
* my 1 Co, I Fa ſtill Fx. Js the Loyal 

ave of the Porte; and thy Friend, ſo lon 10i 
art ſo to thyſelf, N : e 


Paris, 30th of the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1 65 of 


—_ RY 


— — 
— 


. 
To the Kaimacham. 


T rejoices me to hear, that Adonai's Place is ſup- 

plied by a Muſſulman, in whom the /ublime Porte 
may put more Confidence, than in any of the Feau;/ 
Race. Iwill be Encouragement to the true Faithful, 
and a Precedent of Import. For no Nation loves 
to ſee their Prince beſtow Offices of Truſt on Stran- 
gers, when his own People areas capable of Employ- 
ment as they. *Tis generally taken as an Affront, 
and Contempt of their Abilities or their Virtue, and 
has often produced ill Conſequences. 

I deny not, but there are many honeſt and wiſe 
Men among the Hebrews, Perſons of Merit and Ho- 
nour, from whence the Sultan receives no ſmall Ser- 
vices, but this ought not to diminiſh the Reputation 
of thoſe who are of the ſame Faith with their Sove- 
reign. Doubtleſs Arabia and Turkey are not barren 
of good Soldiers, prudent Stateſman, and dextrous 
Miniſters, DOSE x : 
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I know not the Character of Zeidi dlamanxt, 
whether he be a natural born Tur, a tributary Son 
of a Chriſbian, or a voluntary Renegado, However 
the Choice that is made of kim convinces me, that 
the unerring Divan eſteem him a Man fit for the Bu- 
ſineſs committed to his Charge. 

He ought to be perfectly inn in Falian, or at 
leaſt in ſome other Language of the Nazarenes ; that 
ſo he may paſs the better unſuſpected among the 
People where he reſides, who are more jealous of 
Strangers, than any other Nation in Europe. Tis a 
Crime thought worthy of Impriſonment, for a Vene- 
t/an to converſe with a Foreigner too frequently, and 
in private: For they are aſraid, leſt by that Means 
a dangerous Correſpondence ſhould be eſtabliſh'd 
betwixt ſome ill- affected Subjects of that Common- 
wealth and its Enemies: Whereby their Secrets may 
be betrayed, and Meaſures taken to ruin them. 

For this Reaſon alſo they have forbid fal/e Hair, 
or Perukes, to be worn by any in their Dominions, 
leſt this might ſerve as a Diſguiſe for Villians and 
Traitors, Yet nothing is more common in France 
and other Countries of Europe, than for Men to wear 
on their Heads, Ornaments of Women's Hair, in- 
ſtead of their own. 

As to Religion, I believe they will not much trou- 
ble him, being no Zealots themſelves. And provided 
he does but profeſs himſelf a Chriftian and a Cathe- 
lick, they'll make no farther Inquiſition. 

The 1:alians in general are much like the ancient 
Romans in their Humour : Men of gown AſpeR and 
Carriage, and much more compoled in both than 
the French, who appear ridiculous through the Le- 
vity of their Diſcourſe and Actions. e former 
abound in ſage Precepts of Morality, and politick 
Aphoriſms, which ſerve as a Rule whereby to ſquare 
the Courſe. of their Lives: The latter only affect 
ſome flaſhy res * of Wit and Converſation, 


2 ſtudy - 
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ſtadying rither how to pleaſe Women than Men ; 
coveting to be perfect in external Accompliſtment:, 
and the Graces of the Body, whilſt they flight the 
more valuable Endowments of the Mind. In a Word. 
they are mere Apes and Mimicks. On the contrary, 
the Jtallans are Men of an awful and majeſtick Bela- 
viour, ſolid judgment, and deep Reach. If you {ce 
them {mile, you ſhall ſeldom or never hear *em laugh: 
Whereas the Motion of a Feather will ſet the Fe: 
a braying like Aſſes. Theſe will contract a warm 
Friendſhip with any Man at firſt Interview, heighten 
it with a Thouſand Compliments, make him their 
Conſeſſor and unboſom all their Secrets. Yet a ſe 
cond Encounter ſhall extinguiſh this Paſſion, and a 
third ſhall revive it again: Whereas thoſe are cautious 
and flow in the Choice of their Friends ; and when 
once that Knot is diſſolv'd, *tis never to be faſten'd 
there again: They are irreconcileable in their Hatred 
and Revenge. | 

But there are Men to be excepted in both. Nations, 
who fall not under theſe general Characters. France 
affords many wiſe and learned Perſons; and 7taiy 
not a few Fools and Idiots, Virtues and Vices ate 
ſtrangely mix'd in all People. War, Commerce and 
Travel, with other human Occurences, alter Men's 
natural Diſpoſitions, and give the Lye to the exacteſt 
Obſervations that can be made. Beſides, Time chan- 
ges all Things ; and the Qualities which this Ape 
remarks in the /ta/ians, may in the next be transferr'd 
to the French. For there is no Conſtancy in any Thing 
under the Moon. 

Zeidi will find great Examples of Frugality among 
the Yeretians, in the neceſſary Expences of their 
Perſons and Families; yet abundance of Magnificence 
in whatever relates to the Publick, which the Subj: Qs 
of that Commonwealth ſerve with open Purſes and 
irce Hearts, ; 


Indeed 
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Indeed they are not ſo remarkable for their 'Tem- 
perance, as ſome other Parts of Italy. Libertiniſm 
and Voluptuouſneſs reign uncontroul'd in Venice. Wo- 
men and Wine are there almoſt as common as the 
Elements. Yet tis obſerv'd, that Strangers general- 
ly debauch more with both than the Natives. Gon 
preſerve Zeidi from their Temptations. 

If it be his Fortane or Duty to viſit Padua, he 
ought not to make too long an Abode in that Neſt of 
Philoſophers and Phyficians, leſt they firſt anatomize 
his Soul, and diſcover the Secrets of his Commiſſion, 
and then turn his Body to a Skeleton; as they once 
ſerv'd a Moor, whom they diſſected alive, to make 
Experiment, perhaps, whether a Mahometar's Blood 
circulated the ſame Way as a Chriſtian's. 

Thoſe Halian Phy ſicians are very cruel, and think 


it no Sin to try Poiſons, and other fatal Tricks on the 


Poor, that ſo they may be the better able to keep the 
Rich on the Rack at their Pleafure, and make their 
Market of them, 

I know not Zeidi's appointed Station, or what Ci- 
ties he is to ſee : But wherever he goes, twill be 
neceſſary for him to uſe Abundance of Caution; for 
the Italians are the cloſeſt, flyeſt and moſt judicious 


People in the World. 
But I forget that he is choſen by the Divan for 


this Employment, to whom the Characters of all 


Nations are known, and who penetrates into the moft 
interior Receſſes of Men's Spirits. 

Therefore J lay my Hand upon my Mouth in pro- 
found Submiſſion, and acquiefce to my Superiors: 
Still praying, that the Grand Seignior may have faith- 
ful and wiſe Miniſters at Home, and no Novices for 
his Agents Abroad. 


Paris, 34 of the 2 Moon, 
of the Tear 1659. 


LET: 
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7 William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria, 


HE RE is a Street in Paris, which they call the 
Street of Hell. The Reaſon of this Name is 


ſald to be, becauſe at one End of it, there formerly 


Rood an old Houſe poſſeſſed by Devils; who were 
ſo troubleſome, that, as the Records of Paris affirm, 
an Edict of Parliament was paſs'd to remove all the 
Inhabitants out of their Houſes in that Street, and 
ſhut up the Entrance with a Wall. Since which, 
theſe Dizmons were expeli'd by the Carthufians, 
who built a Monaſtery in the Place. If this Story be 
true, it redounds much to the Reputation of that Or- 
der, and of all your Monaſticks in general, who by 

our Exorciſms are able to ſubdue the rn Spirits. 
Bar I have heard ſo many filly Tales of Houſes being 
haunted by Ge and Hobgoblins, that I know not 
how to give Credit to this. 

Betides, when I conſider the Nature of incorpo- 
real Beings, it ſeems ridiculous to think that they 
can take Delight to play the Arntzichs, to frighten 
peor Mortals ; or confine themſelves to an old ruin'd 
Caſtte (for ſuch was this Flouſe) for the Sake of 
a little Sport; when according to the ancient 
Pbiliſ phers, every incorpereul Being is far more ex- 
cellent than the moſt perfect Body, and can be every 
evhere ; Neither are they at any Time locally preſent 
in Bodies, but only by Propenſion or Habit are in- 
clir'd to them: And this they mean of living Bodies, 
W hat Charms then can there be in an old rotten Fa- 
brick of Stoneand Wood, to allure and detain immate- 
rial Subſtances. | 

Certainly the XNatzre of theſe ſeperate ESences ia 
very remote [rum all coprunded Beings, I have been 
often at a Lois, in coptemplating the Soul of Man. 


Sometimes it ſeems Lo Wuerwilc dulinguiſh'd "wo 
| a 


Vol. V. aSyy at PARIS. 277 


the Soul of Brutes than by being united to a Body of 
different Organs; which cauſes us to ſhew more evi- 
dent Tokens of Reaſon than they, in the Faculty of 
Diſcourſe, and in our Actions. Yet when I conſider 
more attentively the Operations of our Mind and In- 
telle&, I cannot but conclude, there is a vaſt Diſt inc- 
tion between our Souls and thoſe of the Beaſts. I 
have with Pleaſure obſerv'd the Excellency of human 
Intelle& in Madmen and Dreamers; who being come 
to themſelves (as we uſually ſay) relate many Things 
of which they were before ignorant, and comprehend 
Things ſurpaſſing their former Imaginations, 

It appears therefore more rational to me, That 
the Soul is every where and no where, as the 4rcients 
ſay, than that it isſhutup and impriſon'd inthe Body, 
as a wild Beaſt in his Den, or Liquor in a Glaſs. 
However by an ineffable ProduQtion of itſelf, it is 
preſent in every Part of the Body, as the Light of the 
Sun is diffuſed through the Air, and can as ſoon 
withdraw itſelf, as that Light, when interrupted by a 
Cloud. Ina Word, I conceive the Soul ok a very 
Free Agent, and that it is here and there and every 
where. It united itſelf to a Body by its own Choice, 
and can retire again from it at Pleaſure. 

One, cloſely purſu'd, Act of Contemplation, will 
at any Time carry thee or me to the [rwi/ibles, when- 
ever we go reſolutely about it. 


Paris, 1/2 of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1659. 


LETTER XVII. 
To the Venerable Ibrahim Cadileſquer of Romeli. 


HERE has not a Year eſcap'd, fince my ar- 
«x#at'a Paris, wherein I did not ſend to the 
iniſtensitzg ehe ever happy and excellent Porte, —— 
ang 


272 LETTERS Writ by Vol. V. 


fiant Intelligence of Battles, Sieges, Storming of Towns, 
and ſuch other Occurrences of War, as happen'd be- 
tween the Kingdoms of France and Spain. But now 
J believe my future Difpatches muſt contain other 
Matters. For in all Appearance, this War, which 
has laſted four and twenty Years, is in a fair Way 
to be ended. The King of Spain grows weary of 


| His continual Loſſes in Italy, Flanders and Catalo- 


nia: And he of France ſeems glutted with perpe. 
tual ViRories and Conqueſts. In a Word, theſe two 
potent Monarchs laying aſide their — are ma- 
king diligent Preparations this Year for a Campaign 
of Friendſhip and Love. 

They are both in Arms, yet commit no Acts of 
Hoſtility. Whilſt Cardinal Maxarini, on the Part of 
this Crown, and Dan Louis d' Haro de Guſman, Firſt 
Miniſter of Spain, are gone to meet each other on 
the Frontiers of both Kingdoms, as Plenipotentiarie; 
for their reſpective Maſters, to concert the Meaſure; 
of a laſting Peace, and treat of a Marriage between 
the King of France and the Infanta of Spain. 

All Europe is amazed at this ſurprizing Change. 
And the French and Spaniards, who border on each 
other, can hardly believe their own Senſes, whilſt 
they find a mutual Commerce reſtor'd between their 
Frontier Towns and Villages, which had been inter- 
rupted ever ſince the Year 1635, about fixteen Moons 
before I came to this City. 

But, tho' they are thus diſpoſed to Peace here in 
the Weft, the Northern Monarchs are puſhing the 
War forward in Sweden, Denmark and Poland, with 
all imaginable Vigour and Animoſity. The com- 
ing over of the Elector of Brandenburg to the Da- 
155 Intereſt has made a great Alteration in their 
Affairs. For, whereas Fortune ſeem'd before in all 
Things to favour the Swedes; now they loſe 
Ground, and find their Attem unſacceſsful. 
Four thouſand of their Men fell * 
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of Copenbagen, in three Nights and two Days; which 
caus'd King Caſtavus to raiſe the Siege. Whilſt the 
Duke of Brandenburg retook Frederichſide, and there- 
by reſtor'd to the King of Denmark the Provinces of 
Holflein, Futland and Ditmarſen. 

The Hollanders alſo have had a Combat with the 
dabedes at Sea, and ſunk fourteen of their belt Ships: 
Beſides what they burnt and took. 

Theſe Events have ſtirred up ſeveral Princes to me- 
diate a Peace. And 'tis not improbable, but in a lit- 
tle Time we may ſee all the Chriffians good Friends 
And then 'twill be Time for the Mufulmans to be up- 
on their Guard. 

As for Mahmut, he will not fail to pry into the 
Counſels of theſe Infdz/s, and ſend Timely Notices 
to the Porte; leaving the reſt to the Wiidom of his 
Superiors, and the Pleaſure of Deſtiny. 


Paris, 29th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1659. 


** FRET |... 


LETTER XIII. 


To Muſu Abu'] Yahyan, Alfaqui, Pro- 
feſſor F Theology ot Fez. 


2 H E Character which the great ard illuſtrious 
Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Prefident of Prefidents, 
Grace and Ornament of ancient Learning, Oracle of 
Africa, and Reſtorer of obſolete Truth, has given me 
of thy profound Wiſdom and Science, fills me with 
Reverence and ſacred Love. I am raviſhed with 
Wonder and joy to hear, that in this Age, where- 
in the Muſſulman Theology has ſuffered ſo many In- 
rovations, there yet ſurvives a Man who dares, and 
is able to aſſert againſt all Oppoſers, not only the 
Primitive and Original Truth, brought down from 
Heaven by the Hand of Gabriel, but alio the 2 
ar 
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and indubitable Sayings, Sermons, Counſels, and Ac. 
tions of the Prophet, whilſt he was on Earth, con. 
verſing with Mortals, beſore his Tranſmigration to 
the Gardens of eternal Repoſe and Solitude. Thou 
art the Enoch, the Hermes * of the Ape. 

I have ſeen many Copies of the Zune, or the Bon 
of Doctrines; each pretending to comprize the who!e 
_ of that Divine Philoſophy and W:/dom, which 

ropt from the Lips of our incomparable and mot 
holy Lawgiver, and were atteſted by his Wife, the 
holy Ageba, Mother of the Faithful, and by his ten 
Diſciples. Vet all theſe various Tranſcripts differ 
both in their Senſe and Manner of Expreſſions. 

I have peruſed the Books entituled Dabif, or In 
perfet, which contain the Memoirs his other 
Wives; and the Manuſcripts called Mawucef, or Frag- 
ments: Being only a Collection of ſome ſelect Senten- 
ces, Aphoriſms and Parables of the Sent of God. 
But theſe have no Authority to back them, fave the 
Credit of ſome learned Scribes, who were not familiar 
with the Divine Favourite, only living in his Time, 
and taking Things on Report. 

In fine, J have met with ſeveral Parchments of 
Zagquini, or pretended Traditions of Abu Becre, Omar, 
and Othman; but theſe I eſteem as ſparious, corrup- 
ted, and full of Errors. 

What ſhall I fay ? the Zeal of Omar En Abdi 
Aziz, the Ninth Caliph of the Tribe of Meravan, 13 
not unknown to me. I am no Stranger to his ſingu- 
lar Piety, not to be match'd among Crowned 
Heads : For of him it is recorded, 'That as he 
deſcended from the Throne at the Time of his Inau-. i 
gration, he gave the Robe from his Back, as an 
Alms to a poor Man: And, that during his whole 
Reign, he ſpent but two Piaſters a Day on himlſel!. 
And ſo great was his Reſignation to Deſtiny, (ang, 
admirable Virtue in a ſovereign Emperor) that when , 
he was on his Bed in his laſt Sickneſs, and wi: 
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Counſel'd to take Phyſick, he anſwer'd, “ No; If I 
e were {ure to heal myſelf only by reaching my Fin- 
ger to my Ear, I would not: For the Place to which 
J am going, is full of Health and Bliſs. 

This Caliph was a Miracle of Humility, and his 
Charity alwas kept him poor: Moftema En Abd" il 
Melec relates, that going to viſit Omar on his Death- 
Led, he found him lying on a Couch of Palm-Leaves, 
with three or four Skins inſtead of a Pillow, his Gar- 


ments on, and a foul Shirt underneath. Seeing this, 


IMoftema was grieved, and turning to his Siſter Phare- 
ma the Empreſs, he ſaid, How comes it to paſs that 
the Great Lord, Commander of the Faithful, ap- 
4 pears in ſo ſqualid a Condition.” She reply'd, As 
« thou liveſt, he has given away all that he had, even 
* tothe very Bed that was under him, to the poor, and 


only reſerv'd what thou ſeeſt, to cover his Nakednels. 


Then Moſtema could not refrain, but burſt forth into 
Tears, ſay ing, God ſhew thee Mercy upon Mercy, 
thou Royal Saint: For thou haſt pierced our Hearts 
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with the Fear of his Divine Majeſly. 'This Caliph 
was number'd among the Saints. 


He it was, that perceiving the Contradictions 
and Diſputes of the Muſſulmans, the Darkneſs and 
Confuſion in the various Copies of the Zune, or 
Bo:k of Doctrine, aſſembled a General Divan of Mol- 
labs and learned Men at Damaſcus from all Parts 
of the Empire: Commanding that all the Manu- 
ſcripts of the Zune, which were extant, ſhould be 
brought into this Aſſembly, on Pain of Death to 
him that ſhould detain one. This being done, he 
commanded Six of them to be choſen out of the 


whole Number by Vote; Men eminent for Learn- 


ing and Piety ; and that theſe Six ſhould ſeve- 


rally collect, out of all the Multitude of Copies, 


each Man a Book, containing what he thought to 


be the moſt genuine Diſcourſes of the Prophet, con- 


erning this World, and that which is to come. 


When 
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When this was executed according to his Will, he 
commanded all the old Books to be burn'd in a Ficld 
near Damaſcus. 

Yet after all the religious Care of this holy Caliph, 
to reſtore the Vritings to their primitive Integrity, 
the Muſſulmans ſoon £1 into new Contentions, about 
the Senſe and Interpretation of theſe corrupt Copies of 
the Zune. From whence ſprung the Four Cadinal 
gecte, on which all the innumerable, leſſer, and lat- 
ter Diviſions among True Beliewers are founded. 

I cannot therefore but inwardly rejoice, and from 
my Heart highly applaud the Method taken by thoſe 
of your renowned College, to diſcern the true Doc- 
trines and Sayings of the Holy Prophet, from thole 
which are Suppoſitions, by comparing all the Bes, 
that are extant together, and reducing Matters of 
Divine Revelation to the Analogy of the Alcoran; 
'Thoſe of Philoſophy and moral Regards, to the Stan- 
dard of Experience and Reaſon ; for it is impious to 
believe, that the Divine Apoſtle would impoſe any 
thing on our Faith, repugnant to the Senſe of Men, 
or the expreſs Will of Heaven. By the Soul of P;:/c 
goras, Mahomet ſaid nothing but what was rational, and 
evident to any unprejudic'd Mind. But the greate( 
Part of theſe SeGaries are beſotted. They form to them- 
ſelves falſe Notions of Gop and his Prophet, and think 
to merit Paradiſe by their Stupidity. 

Reverend 41faqui, I have much more to ſay to 
thee, and many Queſtions to aſk ; but Time and the 
Grand Seignier's Service force me to conclude abrupt- 


ly, wiſhing thee Perfection of Bliſs, 


Paris, 29th of the 6th Moon of JN 
the Nar, 1659, according 
to the Chriſtian Style. Me ah 


The End of the Fifth Book. 
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